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To repea l  t h e  A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  17(b) o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
NMI r e l a t i v e  t o '  Res ident  Department ,Heads f o r  Ro ta  and T in i an .  . 
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The repea l  o f  such a  p r o v i s i o n  c l e a r l y  t r a n s f e r s  t h e  complete ., 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n  T i n i a n  and - Rota t o  t h e  Mayors o f  those  i s l a n d .  Hence t h e  Mayors would have 
complete c o n t r o l  over  t h e  e n t i r e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  ou r  l o c a l  government. 
Whi le  t h i s  p roposa l  would c e r t a i n l y  be embraced r a t h e r  t r i umphan t l y  
by those  elements who f a v o r  g i v i n g  more power t o  t h a t  o f f i c e  (Mayor), 
l e t  us f i r s t  examine some advantages and disadvantages t h a t  such 
a  proposal  would have upon t h e  genera l  p u b l i c  whose r i g h t  and 
p r i v i l e d g e s  must t ake  precedence over  any m a t t e r  o r  o f f i c e .  

To l i s t  t h e  advantages and t h e  disadvantages would t a k e  perhaps longer  
than i s  p r a c t i c a l .  There fo re ,  l e t  us o n l y  peruse t h e  m a t t e r  i n  a  
conso l i da ted  f o rm  wh ich  can s t i l l  se rve  as t h e  b a s i s  o f  ou r  a n a l y s i s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  us de te rmine  what, and/or how t h e  amendments would 
b e s t  b e n e f i t  o u r  community. 

F i r s t ,  as we beg in  t o  examine t h e  pros o f  t h e  proposal  t h e  advantages 
seem more and more t o  be t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  a r e  be ing  recognized 
a r e  m o s t l y  t hose  t h a t  b e n e f i t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Mayor. More over, 
s i nce  t h e  Mayor 's  O f f i c e  w i l l  have t h e  same power as t h a t  o f  t h e  
Governor a1 though sca led  down t o  t h e  1  i m i t s  o f  h i s  i s l a n d  community. 
I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Mayor would assume a  more d i r e c t  r o l e  w i t h  regards 
t o  i n d i v i d u a l  depar tmenta l  ma t te r s .  The ques t i on  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  
m e r i t s  a  coniplete d i s c l o s u r e  i s  t h a t  does t h e  Mayor 's O f f i c e  under 
i t s  p resen t  s e t  up a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  r o l l  e f f i c i e n t l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y ?  
I n  o t h e r  words, has t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Mayor f unc t i oned  o r  performed 
so e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  o r  i n  s ~ ~ c h  an exemplary manner t o  be deserv ing  
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Before any a t t emp t  i s  made t o  answer t h e  above ques t ion ,  l e t  us ponder 
some o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  can ve ry  e a s i l y  t a k e  p lace  if 
t h i s  proposal  i s  ever  implemented. 

Wi thout  any doubt,  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  ou r  e n t i r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
powers and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n t o  t he  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Mayor would l e a d  
i n t o  t h e  corr~pl e t e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  pub1 i c  se rv i ces  and u l t i m a t e l y  
p u b l i c  t r u s t .  Proof  o f  t h i s  can be t r aced  through t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  
and unders tand ing  oG  c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  ou r  government has been 
p r a c t i c i n g .  To und-c- - s t and  c l e a r l y ,  l e t  us assume t h a t  t h e  proposal  i s  
a1.z~"  iin e f f e c t .  This means t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
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a)  A l l  de'partments/agencies s e r v i n g  under  t h e  p l easu re  o f  . . 

t h e  mayor w i l l  be subse rv i en t  t o  t h e  whims and wishes 
o f  t h e  ~ a ~ o r ' ~ ~ ~ f f i c e . " ' - . . ~ h e  end r e s u l t  1s - . t h a t  pub1 i c  " '  . . ' ' . . 

se r v i ces  would r e v e r t  t o  t h e  'p iece meal .:basis rendered : . 
accord ing  t o  t h e  v e r y  wishes o f  t h e  Mayor , i n  o f f i c e . '  : . . , . a  

... . J 

b )   here e x i s t  no "check and b a l  ince l l .  ~ h l  a d m i n i s t & i n g  
.. - a u t h o r i t y ,  can t h e r e f o r e  make u n i  1  a t e r a l  .changes t h a t .  - -- .- 

may comple te ly  a1 t e r  e x i s t i n g  programs v i a  any method 
* _  . :.: .. . e - .  - .  . \ .  employed. ' ' 

c )  There - e x i t s  no " f i s c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " .  The admin is-  - 

t e r i n g  a u t h o r i t y  need no l onge r  j u s t i f y  expend i tu res  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  no need t o  ope ra te  w i t h i n  t h e b u d j e t  

. . .  a l l o tmen ts .  ,. _ _  . . . ., 

d )  A1 1  departments/agencies s t r i p e d  o f  i t s '  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
make p lans and a c t  independent l y  would 1  oose e f f e c t i v e -  
ness as they  can no l onge r  t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r  good perform- 
ance. Th i s  l a c k  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  would r e s u l t  i n  more 
wastefu l  spending s i n c e  employees g e t  no  r e c o g n i t i o n  
and l o r  reward f o r  t h e i r  good e f f o r t s  and deeds. 

- 
P r o ~ o s a l  NO. 109-85 

To amend Sec t i on  2 o f  A r t i c l e  V I  o f  t h e  NMI C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  
e l  e c t i o n  o f  Mayor. 

COMMENTS 

Al though t h i s  proposal  does n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  T i n i a n  d i r e c t l y  i t s 1  over- 
a l l  e f f e c t  i s  t h a t  i t  causes a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d r a i n  un to  ou r  already 
meager funds t h a t  our  government operates on. The c r e a t i o n  o f p r e c i n c t  
commissioners i s  a  grand i dea  no doubt. However, t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
c r i s i s  exper ienced a t  p resen t  by  our  government s imp l y  dec la res  t h a t  
we cannot a f f o r d  such extravagance. I f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e c i n c t s  
can a f f o r d  t o  i n s t a l l  them w i t h o u t  r e l i a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  ass is tance  
f rom ou r  s t a t e  government, p r i c e l e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  can indeed beob ta in  
f rom such a  nob le  exper iment.  Otherwise, t h e  p resen t  s e t  up can . 
e i t h e r  be l e f t  as i s ,  o r  d e l e t e d  i n  i t s 1  e n t i r e t y  f o r  t h e  3rd 
Sena to r i a l  D i s t r i c t .  
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O f  t h e  e n t i r e  p roposa ls  a f f e c t i n g  l o c a l  governments, t h i s  one i s  t h e  
most a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  smal l  i s l a n d  c o r n u n i t i e s  o f  T i n i a n  and Rota. 
Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  proposal  p rov ides  f o r -  t h e  system o f  l o c a l  government 
t h a t  guarantees t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  v i t a l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  on an equal 
and unbiased bas is .  T h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  doubly  assured by t h e  necessary 
invo lvement  o f  a  group o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n s t e a d  o f  a  s i n g l e  e n t i t y  as 
sought i n  an e a r l  i e r  proposal  . T h i s  proposal  a1 so f u r t h e r  decentra- 
1  i z e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  form o f  l o c a l  government which 1  acks t h e  c o n t r o l s  
needed t o  make t h e  system more respons ib l e  and accountable. There 
however e x i s t  room f o r  more improvement. For  example, t h e  proposal  
c a l l s  f o r  t h e  implementat ion o f  t h e  Mun i c i pa l  Counci l  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  ma jo r  i s l a n d s ,  i.e., Saipan, T i n i a n ,  and Rota. T h i s  i s  perhaps 
an o v e r s i g h t  which can be v e r y  e a s i l y  aver ted .  To t h i s ,  we ve ry  
s imp ly  exc lude  t h e  3 r d  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  as t h e i r  concerns would 
have t h e  e a r  o f  our  s t a t e  government f i r m l y  ent renched w i t h i n  t h e i r  
m i d s t  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  needs. One o t h e r  advantage o f  t h i s  proposal  
i s  t h a t  i t  f r e e s  t h e  l o c a l  government f rom commiting t h e  same i l l s  
and f a t e s  t h a t  seems r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e  i n  our  c u r r e n t  day manifes- 
t a t i o n s .  T h i s  perhaps m i g h t  w e l l  be t h e  s t a r t  o f  an e r a  i n  our  
h i s t o r y  whel-ein t h e  sma l l  l o c a l  government ou tsh ines  t h e  s t a t e  
government i n  terms o f  p r o v i d i n g  more b e n e f i t s  and se rv i ces  t o  i t s '  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  . 
F i n a l l y ,  ano ther  aspec t  t h a t  would mark as an advantage f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
government i s  t h a t  i t  would n o t  g e t  blame f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e  
l o c a l  government s i n c e  i t  exerc ises  l i t t l e  o r  no a u t h o r i t y  over  i t s  
a f f a i r s  and a c t i o n s .  

P r o ~ o s a l  NO. 151-85 

To d e l e t e  A r t i c l e  V I  o f  t h e  NMI C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Local  Government. 

Proposal NO. 154-85 

To amend Sec t i on  17(a )  o f  A r t i c l e  111; t o  de! e t e  Sec t i on  17(b) and 
( c )  of A r t i c l e  I 1 1  o f  t h e  N M I  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ? t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Pub1 i c  Serv ices .  
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Both o f  these  oroposals  demonstrate a  c l e a r  and o u t r i g h t  d i s rega rd  
f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e d g e s  o f  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  T i n i a n  and Rota 
comnunit ies.  Are t h e  de lega tes  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  proposals  no 
longer  concern t h a t  we a r e  a l l  equal  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  ' 

t h e  same r i g h t  and p r i v i l e d g e s  t h a t  t h e y  en joy.  Have t hey  f o r g o t t e n  
t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  community he re  on TINIAN have s a c r i f i c e d  2/3rds o f  
ou r  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  so t h a t  we can a l l  be what we a r e  now and w i l l  
be f o r  genera t ions  t o  come. Have t h e y  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  f o r  u n t o l d  
years d u r i n g  t h e  Naval A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  v e r y  d a t e  our  comnunity , .  

has been sub jec ted  t o  t h e  "Hand Me Downs" and what o t h e r  " l e f t  Overs" 
and o t h e r  "Spares" t h a t  t h e y  on Saipan have passed on t o  us. I s  i t  ' 

t h e i r  b e l i e f s  t h a t  t h e  people o f  T i n i a n  and Rota a r e  "Second Class"  
c i t i z e n s  and t h e r e f o r e  o n l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  r e j e c t s  t h a t  Saipan 
d iscards,  o r  disposes. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  p roposa ls  we a t l e a s t  have a  
vo i ce  t h a t  a l l o w s  o u r  peop le  t o  be heard f rom t ime  t o  t ime. However, 
t h i s  proposal  seeks t o  t ake  even t h a t  r i g h t  away f rom us completely.  
What good would ou r  l e a d e r s  become i f  t h e i r  o n l y  purpose i s  t o  t ake  
orders f rom o t h e r  supreme be ings  i n  o u r  s t a t e  government on Saipan. 
Th i s  proposal  seems t o  be des igned t o  c o l ~ ~ p l e t e l y  e rase  f rom e x i s -  
tence ou r  p resen t  f o rm  o f  l o c a l  government and then r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  
a  "Puppet Government" t h a t  i s  n o t  e l e c t e d  by  o u r  people b u t  t o  be 
appointed by t h e  Governor t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h a t  o f f i c e .  T h i s  form of 
arrogance d i s p l a y s  t h e  r e a l  contempt t h a t  some o f  o u r  so c a l l e d  "Good 
Meaning Fe l l ow  C i t i z e n s  o f  Saipan" have f o r  us. idel 1  , NO THANK YOU. 

To add f u e l -  t o  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e  reason ing  adopted by t h e  de lega tes  
propos ing t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  amendment i s  t h a t  i t  saves ou r  government 
more money. Now t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  i nnocen t  and w e l l  meaning o b j e c t i v e .  
But  i r o n i c a l l y  t h e  same de lega tes  a r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  proposing 
t o  pump more expend i tu res  i n  t h e  government o p e r a t i o n  by t h e i r  
" p r e c i n c t  c o m ~ ? i s s i o n e r "  scheme which t r a n s f e r s  t h e  money f rom being 
spent i n s t e a d  o f  T i n i a n  and Rota t o  none o t h e r  than  t h e i r  home i s l a n d  
o f  t h e  " T h i r d  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t " .  I n  o t h e r  words, t hey  want t o  c u t  
spending on T i q i a n  and Rota and t hen  t u r n  around and ~nax imize  i t  on 
Saipan. I f  t h a t  i s  n o t  GREED i n  i t s  c l a s s i c  form, no one w i l l  ever 
know i t s  r e a l  meaning. Ever. 


