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O Delega te  Lorenzo I, Guer re ro  
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Other  Ma t t e r s  

Second Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Covention 

Saipan,  CM 96950 

Dear Chairman Guerrero:  

Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment on t h e  v a r i o u s  
d e l e g a t e  p roposa l s  t h a t  a r e  scheduled f o r  t o d a y ' s  p u b l i c  
hea r ing .  The fo l lowing  comments a r e  submi t ted  f o r  your 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and d e l i b e r a t i o n :  

1, Proposa ls  5-85 and 68-85: 

Proposa ls  5-85 and 68-85 are s i m i l a r  i n  na tu re .  Proposa l  
5-85 proposes  an expend i tu re  c e i l i n g  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Branch a t  n o t  more than  $ 3  m i l l i o n  pe r  f i s c a l  y e a r  o r  
l e s s  t han  5% of  t h e  prev ious  f i s c a l  y e a r  budget .  

.Whereby, p roposa l  68-85 proposed even lesser amount of  
d " - $2 .5  m i l l i o n  l i m i t .  

Th is  may have m e r i t  t o  conserve funds;  however, t h i s  
i s s u e  can be  e a s i l y  r e so lved  through t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
process  i n s t e a d  of  making it a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p rov i s ion .  

-. " . .  . . 
2. Proposa l  85-85: 

Pub l i c  Law 3-68 p r e s e n t l y  add res se s  t h i s  i s s u e .  

3,  Proposa l  89-85: 

The Commonwealth h a s  no system i n  p l a c e  t o  suppor t  
e i t h e r  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n s .  It recommended t h a t  a  
system be  developed f u r t h e r  and implemented through t h e  
normal L e g i s l a t i v e  procedures .  The a s s e s s  b a s i s  i s  
more common i n  developed economies. 

Proposa l  99-85: 

W e  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  proposed amendment, b u t  . 
it can be  more a p p r o p r i a t e l y  handled through t h e  
normal L e g i s l a t i v e  process .  
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5. P r o p o s a l  108-85: 

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  add a new S e c t i o n  5 t o  A r t i c l e  X ,  d e f i n i n g  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  expenses  and naming t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s / t i t l e s  
t h a t  are  e n t i t l e d  t o  u s e  it. I t  a l s o  restricts t h e  u s e  
o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  expenses  t o  e n t e r t a i n i n g  p e o p l e  f rom 
o u t s i d e  t h e  Commonwealth o n l y .  

P u b l i c  Law 4-32 r e p e a l e d  1 CMC 1 2 0 1  t o  1203 r e l a t i n g  t o  
O f f i c i a l  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  Allowance. T h e r e f o r e ,  it would 
b e  most  a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i s  a d d r e s s e d  
th rough  L e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  amendment. 

P r o p o s a l  110-85: 

P u b l i c  L a w  3-68 p r e s e n t l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h i s  i s s u e  a d e q u a t e l y .  
The f u l l  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  proposed amendment would s t r i p  
t h e  a g e n c i e s  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  i t s  s o  c a l l e d  autonomy. 

Thank you. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

- 
A c t i n g  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  

P l a n n i n g  and Budge t ing  

cc: SAPLR 


