
COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
Main Office: SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
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June  29, 1985 

Hon. Lorenzo I. Gue r r e ro ,  Chairman 
Cormi t t e e  on F inance  and Other  M a t t e r s  
Second Nor the rn  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convention 
Sa ipan ,  CM 96950 

Dear M r .  Chairman: 

Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment upon v a r i o u s  d e l e g a t e  
p r o p o s a l s  set  f o r  h e a r i n g  by your  Committee on June  29. The 
A u t h o r i t y  h a s  no com.ent on  De l ega t e  P r o p o s a l s  ?Jo. 4-85 and 
108-85. A s  t h e s e  would n o t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
of  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  w e  do  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  comment would be  
a p p r o p r i a t e .  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  De l ega t e  P roposa l  N o .  6-85 is  in t ended  t o  
app ly  t o  independen t  p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s  such a s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ,  
we n u s t  r e s p e c t f u l l y  oppose  t h i s  measure.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  c l e a r l y  a p p e a r s  t o  
be one  more p r o p e r l y  d e a l t  w i t h  by l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
an  amendment to  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  t h e  seccnd  p l a c e ,  t h e  
n e a s u r e  is  unworkable; as it is  p r e s e n t l y  worded, p u b l i c  
b i d d i n g  would be  r e q u i r e d  f o r  even t h e  snal lest  pu rchase s ,  
and even  when emergency c o n d i t i o n s  would w a r r a n t  c i r c ~ w e n t i n g  
a p u b l i c  b idd ing  p r o c e s s .  F i n a l l y ,  r e q u i r i n g  p u b l i c  b i d d i r ~ g ,  
a s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  d o e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  p u b l i c  s o l i c i t a t i o n  of 
p r o p o s a l s ,  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i s  unwise a t  b e s t .  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  De l ega t e  P roposa l  No. 41-85 would r e s t r i c t  
t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of  c a p i t a l  improvement 
f unds  f o r  s e a p o r t  and a i r p o r t  development,  t h a t  A u t h o r i t y  
must a l s o  oppose t h a t  n e a s u r e .  The managenent and a d n i n i s t r a t i o n  
of t h e  p o r t s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth have been w i s e l y  d e l e g a t e d  
t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  by l a w ;  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  improverrient 
p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t s  and s e a p o r t s  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  
of t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and i s  more a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
w i t h i n  o u r  a r e a  o f  e x p e r t i s e .  

S i n i l a r l y ,  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  raises s e v e r a l  i n p o r t a n t  and t r o u b l i n g  
q u e s t i o n s .  Would t h e  mayors have c o n t r o l  o f  CIF funds  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  Av ia t i on  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  Earmarked 
by CPA o u t  of  i t s  own funds?  
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W e  u n d e r s t a n d  and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
Rota and T i n i a n  f o r  more comple te  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  own 
a f f a i r s .  However, w e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  matter o f  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  a g a i n  o n e  which s h o u l d  more p r o p e r l y  be  
d e a l t  w i t h  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and n o t  t h r o u s h  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment. 

For t h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e s  
t h a t  D e l e g a t e  F r o p o s a l s  No. 6-85 and 41-85 be  f i l e d .  

P l e a s e  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s  whenever w e  may be o f  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  Committee o r  t o  t h e  Convention.  lTe t h a n k  
you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

CARLOS A. SHODA 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  


