
ARTICLE V I :  LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

S e c t i o n  1: L o c a l  Government.  A g e n c i e s  of  l o c a l  

government  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  p r o v i d e d  by t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
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S e c t i o n  2: E l e c t i o n  o f  Mayor and  A s s i s t a n t  Mayor. 

The q u a l i f i , e d  v o t e r s  f rom R o t a ,  S a i p a n ,  T i n i a n  and  Aguiguan,  

and  t h e  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S a i p a n  s h a l l  e l e c t  a mayor and  

a s s i s t a n t  mayor f o r  e a c h  i s l a n d  o r  g r o u p  o f  i s l a n d s .  

a )  A mayor a n d  a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  

t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a t  least  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  

a r e s i d e n t  and  d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on  which t h e  mayor 

t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  and  s h a l l  m e e t  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  by  

l a w .  N o  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  

- i n  a n  a r e a  unde r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  may be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  a f u l l  pa rdon  h a s  been g r a n t e d .  

b )  8 The mayor and  a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  b e  

e l e c t e d  a t  a r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a term of  o f f i c e  

o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  The mayor and a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  

j o i n t l y  w i t h  e a c h  v o t e r  c a s t i n g  a s i n q l e  v o t e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

b o t h  o f f i c e s .  No p e r s o n  may b e  e l e c t e d  mayor and  a s s i s t a n t  

mayor more t h a n  t h r e e  terms. A vacancy  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of mayor 

s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  o n e - h a l f  o r  more of t h e  

term r e m a i n s  and  o t h e r w i s e  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  l a w .  



Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor. 

a) A mayor shall be responsible for the faithful 

execution of Commonwealth Laws and the administration of 

public services in the island or islands which the mayor 
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has been elected. 

,d - b) A mayor shall serve on the governor's council 

established under section 5 of this article. 

Jd c)  A mayor shall f$#j!$$ $Pi$ administer and implement 

government proqrams and services and appropriations provided by 

law for the island or islands served by the mayor and shall 

relating to these programs and services or appropriations. 

g! d) A mayor may investigate complaints and conduct 

public hearings with respect to Government operations and 

local matters and may submit findings or recommendation to 

_ the governor and the legislature. A mayor may issue supoena to 

any government officials to obtain informations necessary for 

his investiqation under this subsection. 
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The mayor's submissions shall include all requests for the 

resident department's operation. Each resident department 

head shall submit recommended budqet request for the resident 

department to the mayor. The mayor may alter, arnend or revise 
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the recommendations of the resident department heads, but 

shall consult and coordinate with them in preparinq his 

budqet submission to the Governor. The qovernor's budget 

submission to the leqislature shall state his disposition of 

the budgetary requests contained in the mayor's submission 

and shall be rejected only for qood cause. 

$ I_. A mayor may promulgate regulations on local 

matters as provided by law. 

f g )  A mayor may expend for local public purposes 

the revenues raised by local taxes that are designated by law 

for those purposes after the expenditures are authorized by 

-the legislature or by the affirmative vote of a majority of 

the members of the legislature representing the island or 

islands served by a mayor. 

!$!I) A mayor may appoint, supervise and remove 

those employees as are provided by law to assist in the 

performance of mayoral responsibilities. 

i) A mayor shall perform other responsibilities 

provided by law. 

i .  A mayor shall coordinate any extension of 

federal programs extended to the island or islands served by 

the mayor. 



k .  A mayor s h a l l  a c t  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l o c a l  

o f f i c i a l s  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  D i s a s t e r  C o n t r o l  

f o r  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  and m e e t i n q  emergency 

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  
I" 

S e c t i o n  4:  The a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  have  t h e  q u a l i f i -  

c a t i o n  a s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  mayor and  s h a l l  pe r fo rm 

t h o s e  d u t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and  t h o s e  a s s i q n e d  by 

t h e  mayor a s  p r o v i d e d  by law. Whenever, t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  

a s s i s t a n t  mayor i s  v a c a n t ,  t h e  mayor s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  s u c c e s s o r  

w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members. 

o f  t h e  l e q i s l a t u r e  f rom a  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  which t h e  mayor 

s h a l l  s e r v e .  

S e c t i o n  $5: Compensat ion.  A mayor s h a l l  r e c e i v e  

a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  and  r e a s o n a b l e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  

- b y  law. The s a l a r y  o f  a  mayor may n o t  be  d e c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  a  

term o f  o f f i c e .  S a l a r i e s  and  e x p e n s e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  a  

mayor s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d  by law.  

S e c t i o n  56:  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l .  The mayors e l e c t e d  

unde r  s e c t i o n  2 and  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  a p p o i n t e d  unde r  

a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  1 8 ,  s h a l l  be  members o f  a  g o v e r n o r ' s  

c o u n c i l  t h a t  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  g o v e r n o r  on  qovernnlent o p e r a t i o n s  

and  l o c a l  m a t t e r s .  The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n c i l  

which s h a l l  meet  r e g u l a r l y  o r  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  t i m e s  e a c h  y e a r  

t o  c o n s i d e r  m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

Commonwealth and i t s  s e p a r a t e  i s l a n d s .  



S e c t i o n  $ 7 :  O t h e r  Aqenc ie s  o f  L o c a l  Government.  

a )  The c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  form of  l o c a l  

government  s h a l l  c e a s e  t o  e x i s t  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  

C o n s t i t u t i o n .  L o c a l  t a x e s  p a i d  t o  t h e  c h a r t e r e d  m u n i c i p a l  
c 

gove rnmen t s  on R o t a ,  S a i p a n  and T i n i a n  s h a l l  r ema in  i n  e f f e c t  

u n t i l  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by l a w  and  may be  expended  f o r  l o c a l  

p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s  on t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i s l a n d s  p r o d u c i n g  t h o s e  

r e v e n u e s  i f  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  

v o t e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f rom t h e  

a p p l i c a b l e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  O r d i n a n c e s  and  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  

e n a c t e d  by m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s  on R o t a ,  S a i p a n  and  T i n i a n  

t h a t  a re  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  r ema in  i n  

e f f e c t  u n t i l  s u p e r s e d e d  by Commonwealth l a w  o r  l o c a l  

o r d i n a n c e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n a c t e d  unde r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

b )  No a d d i t i o n a l  a g e n c y  o f  loca l  government  may 

- b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a t  l eas t  f i v e  y e a r s  f rom t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a f t e r  which t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may 

e s t a b l i s h  a g e n c i e s  o f  l o c a l  government  i n  p l a c e  of  o r  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a g e n c i e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i t h  

powers ,  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and f i n a n c i n g  a s  p r o v i d e d  by l a w .  

A g e n c i e s  o f  l o c a l  government  may n o t  b e  c r e a t e d  f o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

u n i t s  smaller  t h a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i s l a n d .  N e w  a g e n c i e s  o f  l o c a l  

government  may n o t  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  

of  t w o - t h i r d s  of  t h e . p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  f rom t h e  i s l a n d  

o r  i s l a n d s  t o  be  s e r v e d  by t h e  p r o p o s e d  agency  o f  l o c a l  

government .  



ARTICLE 111: EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Section 17: Public Services. 

a) The governor dk$ shall delegate to the 

mayor eleceed under the provisions of article VI, section 2, 

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and 

the administration of public services in the island or islands 

in which the mayor has been elected- $$b$j!#$S H$Pfid &$6$$d#d 

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall be 

spf$$f#j!S$& headed by a resident department head in the 

departments providing the services appointed by the H$&& 6% 

'$H$ $$$bdgZ$$ ~fdfi6fi &$&dfj!fi$fij! mayors with the a.dvice and consent 

of the majority of the members of the legislature from the 

Senatorial district in which the resident department head shall 

serve. The head of the executive department head shall 

provide technical and professional services to Rota and 

Tinian on a reqularly basis. This arrangements shall apply to the 

islands north of Saipan when the population of these islands 

exceeds one thousand persons. 



'i. I,'\ 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS TO GUARD AND PROTECT 

A. PROTECT Bi-Camera1 Legislature provision in the 

CNMI Constitution. 
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NOTE: This provision is protected and perserve in the 

I Covenant which has supremacy over the NMI 

Constitution unless Congress change this 

provision in the Covenant, it will conflict with 

any proposed Constitutional amendments to be 

adopted by the Con Con delegates. 

B. Protect Mayorship provision in the CNMI Constitution. 

NOTE: Appointed Governor's Representative will not provide 

Rota and Tinian with the desired local autonomy on 

local matters to serve the best interest of the 

people. Mayorship provision gives Rota and Tinian 

the following local autonomy. 

1) Elected mayor can be more responsive to the 

people that elects him. 

2) Can geared programs based on local needs 

and aspirations. 

3) Can minimize political manipulation from the 

central government. 

4) Can work more harmoniously with other local 

leaders and with the people. 

5) If an elected does not do his work, he may 

be removed by a recall or impeachment process, 

and by election. 


