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; SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
| ; of the
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
Convention Hall - House of Taga
Saipan, CM 96950

FOURTEENTH DAY

Monday, July 1, 1985

The Second Constitutional Convention of the Northern .Mariana Islands

was called to order at 9:12 a.m., Monday, July 1, 1985, at the Convention

Hall - House of Taga, San Vicente, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern
ariana Islands.

The Honorable Herman T. Guerrero, President, preeided .

President H. Guerrero Let's have a moment of prayer or meditation and also",
a'moment of silence for the death of President Haruc Remeliik of Palau. .- -

A moment of silent prayer or meditation was observed. .. .

The Convention Secretary called the roll, and 20 delegates were pre- ;{
sent. Delegates Igitol, Lizama, Villagomez and villanueva were absent. ;

Secretary Naborss Hr. President, ve have a quorum presen ti

MR .
CE G e ST sapiEATL %

President H. Guerrero. We havo a quorum and we're ready to conduct>the -
Ogder of Business for today. ‘Before I go on calling anyone, first, I've ~ '

designated Secretary Nabors to be the Acting Floor Leader in ‘the absenc
of our Floor Leader, Juan Lizama.~ I call- -on Delegate Calvo.f"*r»"r{

-3

~..;,.."',a¢._

Delegate Calvo~ Mr. President. I move that thoae delegates who are not .
present this morning be excused . - ey

Adting Floor Leader Nabors: No objection.

CHairman DL. Guerrero:® No objection.‘ f o *f:'“;

Presidént H. Guerrero: There's no objection, so ordered. Acting Floor . i
Ldader Nabors? i

T

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS

Acdting Floor Leader Nabors: I move that we skip Item (D) of oui Order of
351ness, the journals are being readied and will be, perhaps, ready for
distribution before the session closes. B ) Jay -

'Délegate Calvo No objection -
,_‘ Ie s s Ao s,

ffrﬁesident n; Gﬁerreroz I£ thera 1s*no objectlon 80 _orders

b

T ;!: ¥ PRy 3 -v,";@-.x}‘l.
P:esident H. Guerrero:‘ The Chair has

-

not receivedtaa communication.
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f COMMITTEE REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

. Chairman King: The Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources has
— nothing to report at this time.

President H. Guerrerc: Chairman Manglona? '

Chﬁirman Manglona: Mr. President, the Committee on Local Government has
nothing to report today. Thank you.
‘ .

- - Pr‘bsident H. Guerrero: Chairman Guerrero?

— ggbirman DL. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. President. Your Committee on

Finance and Other Matters during the last few days, Mr. President, has been

ex en51ve1y conducting public hearings as well as deliberations within the.”

committee itself and the dlspositlon or status report from the committee

itpelf will be passed out this morning for the benefit of all the delegates :

of‘thxs Convention. Now the proposed language or amendment from the :
ittee will be forthcoming after it is typed hopefully within the next -
days, Mr Preaident

— P }sident H. - Guerrero~ Thank you, Chairman Guerrero. I call -‘on Vice 2
Chazmn Mifnas. e e el e - - T
'Vibe Chaiman Mafnas' H Thahk you, Knrl. i’resxdént. Your Committee on Govern-
o mental Institutions has been working very, very hard; however, it has not
- - £ alized its reports, therefore there 's no report th:.s morning.‘ :

‘Pr sident H Guerrer T Thank you. Vice Chairman Hafna.s." If there are no
more reports, . Introduction of Proposals. Any proposals to be introduced
—_ | . today? Delegate Limes? - R s vy : ’ o

i:) . ‘ T INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS

Delegate Limes: 1 have two proposals to introduce this morning, authored
by|six of us, aproposal "to -amend the Constitution of the Northern Mariana
Islands to require that elected public officials be able to communicate in
two of the three major languages spoken-in the Northern Mariana Islands.",
and.a proposal "to amend Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of

. the Northern Mariana Islands to allow veterans vf the armed services to
avail themselves of veterans benefits.*

President H. Guehz;rero-. Thahk you, Delegate Limes. Delegate Nabors?

—_ Secretary Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. I have a proposal that would
require the salaries of employees of atonomous and semi-atonomous agencies

. to be commensurate with similar positions in the Civil Service. I have
- angther proposal that would require that resident auditors be assigned on
- -a inll-time basis to ‘Tinlan ‘and-Rota, and a proposal that would provide
the Legislature ‘shall be the final judge of the election

$70f Hts wembers ‘and vested with the gurisdiction toiis

j £ of any member to the Legislature.

- o 'z w - ‘7

iyt £ Haiu-._




i
. ?'d& ~
—_

MR .

—_—

vt A,
PATER S

RERPEIPRILE 20 Uy

. avass LUNVENTION of the .

IANA 1S S Tyre vithia the {ull vidth snd beigdt of the blue berdars witnest

| sargiss. Page wembars should ba cantered In bon AL battow,
|
L
|
! RS 2 I R e -t T i
Tuir 1,
1
oaakr Tanak o, Lr i I ) 3
sorad o % i inl
aeued ine @ Local
. s 15 . -
R ciga iAm 2nma ol tae
L ddstrgd saall oo :" .12 needs of the
: islhnE; 3T crou ol ansiaz
roaccopiiagiy.”  Taeo wact
T oI tap Toastituation Zoloh e
.jet subnission ani Joer af cn @13 &
rezalint Dunizaet,” :
e uadzavas  Thmul vou, J2le Aay nare Brososals?
r.inas? o, .
::;3:' Ta2al vou, .'r. Trociienz. I ohave a 2rorous:l to oiffer
7 ralakive to amaniing Awticlo II of the Hortlrrn lzriwnas
25 oy Sdding @& nev s2ction zeloting te es::sliua1n- a- Lagislia~
e 71 15 40 comusetion vwith th2 ZeaiFlative relera. Thank

urdazg:  Thaall you, Delajat2 Tlafaas. Any wore =rozas5als to
.2d? I&2 noag, I c¢all) on Chziraan X a3 to introluc2 Connitte:
ign ¥os, 7 and 8 -- 2xcuse =2, Cuairzan 3;3ﬂ, I Hali V“'Ve aia
aturdayh v adology. In froat of vou, wou hava Delajat -
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Zuz : Thare is no second and £inal readiag of proposals

Just & correctica in tae Crdzr of Dusimness, we forgot to -
:n::oduition.of Resolutions and Referrzls., It should cone
<he Secand and Pinal Reading of Proposals. Acting Floor
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LiTROJUCTIONN OF RICOLNTTONS AND RRTLNARALS
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J - regarding Jelegate Propoisal ilo. 76-35, .
f‘a nittee Drais '1 as amendad by the Comaittee on Parsonel Righes and |
il2tural R2sources to road as follows: ") PRONOST) Co...:’:'ITt.":‘IO:!A ankm- .
IIETT 70 ANSID A?TICL" XVIII, SECTION 2(2) TO RBRUIRT TIAT VOTERS LI ASIED .
MITAIN TN YTARS WHITIOR THERS SNOULD B3 &HOTHIER COL.S'I‘ITU"‘I’J’IAL CO!M..X«-

2IDiL. "

.y

&
. . . . -
na B = . 3 - 3

v tegarding Resolution Ho. 3 85. ,,
Commi ttee Draft 1, eatitled: "A RESOLUTION RELATIVR TO RBQUISTING TIEB:
COUONEALTE LEGISLAYURE TO EXTIID THE CONSTITUTIONAL COLVENTION FOR. AH*"

ADD I"‘IOHAL THIRTY DA! PERIOD. v as ame-lded by the Comm:l.ttee on Finance and
Ot‘ner Iatters. coare e b :

FEN

IIr. Presidant, I move - for consideration of - .
7, amending Section 2(a) of Article XVIII of the

- . , £
I nesd a motion to rasolve into a Comnittze of _the

A .,.;-.

-

nove that we znsolve into a Committea of

Wuoole, lir. President.

. Chairman Xing seconded th2 motion. -y

Prezident H, Guerrero: It has been movad and seconded to resolve into a

Co::ni tee of the lhole to considar Coanittee Recommenlations Mo. 7 and No.
Discussions? { .

—‘ 4\’

s ST tel R Y

' The Convention resolved 1nt:o a Ttomif:tee ot 'hQ Wh;:].e étm» }

(During the Committee of. the ‘Ihole, Delegates Igitol"
Vi lanueva too their seata o

". ‘.
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The Convention reconvened its plenary session at 11:43 a.m.

Presideﬂt H. Guerrero: The session is now reconvened. I call on Chairman
Guerrero.

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, the Committee of the Whole happily
disposed of two assignemnts. The first one is Committee Recommendation

No. 7 and the majority of the members of the Committee cf the Whole over-
whelmingly adopted it. The Committee Recommendation No, 8 was, by majority,
recommitted to the Committee on Finance and Other Matters for further action
and recommendation. to the Committee of the Whole. So this is the report
from the Committee of the Whole, Mr. President. .

Ptesideb H. Guerrero- Thank you, Chairman Guerrero. Acting Floor Leader
Nabors?

ActxngﬁE}oor Leader Nabors: ‘Mr. President, I move that we accept the
report of the Committee of the Whole.

Delegate Mehdiola seconded the motion.

Presidént H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the report
of Ehe\Commlttee of the wWhole. Discussions? Yes, Chairman Guerrero?

Guerrero- c1&rification, Hr. Presldent. I believe the f¢-
ole adopted it and I also would like to incorporate 1nto

Actingwrloor Leader Nebors- Ro objection.

Pr851dé4t H. Guerrero: There's no ohjection. Those in favor—of:edopfing
the reFort of the Committee of the Whole on Committee Recommendation No. 8

and alBo to consider Committee Recommendation No. 7 as first reading,
pleasel designate it byAsaying “aye".... '

Delegake villagomez: Point:of order. -

President H. Guerrero: State your point.

Dele te Villagomez: Are we given the opportunity to discuss the motion?

Presi ent H. Guerrero: 1 did, but nobody raise their hands.
| .
Delegéte Villagomez: I did not hear that we were permitted to discuss it.

President H. Guerrero: Go ahead, Delegate Villagomez. Ly .

TS

Delegége villagggfz- Thank you'x I would like to ask my colleagues to re~

consider the second portion of the report which is to refer back to the ::-
committee the Recommendation No. 8, and I move to amend the motion to adopt

the first portion of the motion which is to adopt the Committea ' Recommenda--

tion No. 7. But with respect to .recommitting of the Recommendation No. 8,
I move that that portion not be included in the adoption of the Committee
of‘th Hhole s report. ' - o % UM

n DL. Guerrero:

R )
R R

NN
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- is being addressed oy t‘ e‘r‘o;nnitt"e of the .\.'hole._ Hr. President. ..‘Thank

TTONYIAN ST == L dar
i RRETEN na-

I E RASSELAF

1
w

-~ A riT T . Soaeine

ZuRirrma Cne 7 : sti FALLLU3.422 3n7ins that if Recommendation
9L ) Zrca ca2 ©23hast . 22 is not adopted by this Convention to
recommit it back to the commlttee? Is that correct?

2% i3 L3330, C0D i 2orrali ourar oo
staka2 ic 2% taz Tomnittae 37 taa
ablz ko a231 so chat mhe motion will
stata :ha 28 a2 “Thol: to rass.adil
nagco.LEn: azoaandation To. 2 ast Lo
rarecnalt nal Rijats faa lactural
To5ourca

© kho cazacel Hdotisn o ke?

>

I au Jakinﬁ = 10tion to amend tiae netisa o zdont
" :

| s~ s -
°*;s~4nr: e Juezraro: Is thare a second? ) :

Chairnan Jing secoaued the potion. - - .
Jrisicens M, Guarrarss It aas mean noved and acon¢a; not to adozt

Cognittee ?ecoumenJation lo. 3 by Laa -oaw1ttee oi tae hole. Discussions?
De].cgate 'k...nas orov . . Cee

' palag; 2 tias }t. 2r=sid nt,'that's a parliarentarian maneuver,

'1' t: s correct.

X Jﬂlieve at this zoint in time I am not in 2 positlon
to Lake action on Conmitgae Ra comJe 1aatioa ilo. 3. While I raised valid

on |?z2rsonal Righta and :atural Resources. I taink ta2 issue is important,
£ Committee Reconaendation Ilo. 3 is placed for action or acdoption by
Tonvantion, I'm afraid it's going to di2. Darhaps tha Counitioe on

°° sonal Rignts and llatural Resources, i< it's wi*hiﬁ its authority, can
either table or file this and not report it to tha Convention at all.. If
th fxadings oI the comnittee 2ictata taat this proposal is -not or should
nof »¢' in the Constitution, then they 3on't have to report it. 'So to givea
c2 to the dying progosal, I ask the nenbers to vote against the

notiion. Thank you. ’

Chairaan Zuerr2ro?

Thank you, lir. Pr;sidaﬁt. I believe that this

. have an opport.unity to conduct' a pudlic hearing on'a similar. delegate' K
proposal that :is yet -still pending before the committee. I believe we’ lhould

'v-itt to consolldate’ and compile and ‘as much as Dossible the similar issues

t and be-givenitha opportunity to report back to the Convention. And for- ..
“that reason,‘I ‘am also in opposition to defeat this particular issue that

“%3ik
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- i Qalazake illaionas:
. ‘
. ) Drizicent T, fuorpar .
Doiazats Villa~as Tn2 netieca is to amaead tha re:ort oFf the i Tt
. oig.he nola £0 thas sialy th» Zirst pare of it would D2 zoee: -
toaljopt Racomuandation E « 7 but not £o acczwt cae second portion which .
is‘ he recoanitfing of CTowisiiize Racemiendation Ilo. 3 back to the Commit-
Y - - te#. . .

: s out 3f orfer. ¥ .otioa
a2 Ihole, period. ... .

ip Lazle 20rs: Th2n the notion is
to accept the r2port of tha Comnitlae of &

. g2 £. .
o ozasid n. Guerraro: But he is anending y&ur notion. o )
clzcats Willagougz:  That's corract, ‘ i .
Actias Ploc toa Mabors: That's right, to sxclude 3. i
- prisidant 7. Ausrrer : That's right. 3Jo wa'rz voting-on his moéibn,

Sajore we address tha original :notion.

! A8 a result of the unclear voic2 vota, Zrasident Guorraro ragquested
- for a raising of hand vote. Thz wotion to anend the Comnittee of tle.
“hele report to exclude Coumnitte2 Racomnzndation XKo. 8 frou being referrad
Saglk to the Comnittea on Parsonal Rignta and lzatural Resourcas was
. de;gataﬂ by eight for and ten against th2 motioan.

I

— . . |~ . .

T Prasita 9,3 erg: e are back to the orijinal question.
" | The motion of alapting the Comnittee of tie Whole's recommendation and
-y co siuarzﬂg Comnitt2e Recommandation (7o, 7 also as first reading was
— carried ay voice vote.

Chai}man Guerrero?
Hay I ask taat this de on tae first xeading's
:will be included- 1n tHe Journal? . : :
3k ;L_nyr&uz,n,xgl 3 N A

It's alzeady pasaed._l
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. 7#1"a:> lainas: tia2f edples of :lhi2 resolutisd, |
Jalagate zo? s e

Waile e wait Sor th2 cozies, mav I ask, Tiz. Presid
tiy 3-ainutes racess? )

Z: ISucus? me, lr. Prasident.

Drasid t: P $ro: Yes.
el : agz: I have a specizl rejuest to make of my colleagues.
I Saen avaseu by tae Suscutive Director cf the Chambar of Comnerce
3 I nmay have to conduct tha Chaiber'a JSenaral uenbersaip ﬂeetiag today
— at 112:30. I'm prepared to stay here but if it's not that necessary to stay
fi2re until after lunch, I would like to .aove For a racess until 1:2
|

Objection. ) <.

..

; ! : Por the reason, ilr. Praszident, that we have a
eJLled fllgnL to ‘1n1an for a public heariny at noon hald peen resched-
“for 1:30 2.n..

-
M

: If there is no odj=ction to r=2cess for 3 minutes,
ainute

[

Tha Convention recessed at 11:35 a.m.

- . RECESS

_ | The Convention reconvened at 12.08 p.m. 2y §f
° - i A gt ST %o
£

—_ as;1ng_glggx_hgadg;_ﬂa&g;§: Than!: you, Yr, President. Mr. President,t:
: preliainarily, while Dela2gate Guerrero and I had contributions on formu-

lating this measure, I wou‘d like the unaninous co1sent to have this BN

3osed by the Coamittee of the Whole.z ‘
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liry Prasid fivilaga %o yrork wi zid2nt R[eneliik during -
. X . “"‘tenute in th farrity, ¥ found the 1 sident to e a very
N T ’ trong and cousistent lazdar o7 fiicrom e51a. : his work glalitias .
,“ut w2 de not £ind aneny politiczl l=ade iz that he carrias the com-

. ’ necassarily what the ainority of his eo»le think are good for tham. This
" cu lltv wva3 uvith Prasident Remeliik. I urge the fellow delegatas to. )
— } sugsort this rasolution. It is very uatimely that something like this .
‘ happened in this part of the Pacific while the delegates of the Northern

llagianas are deliserating in iaproving our Constitution. I hoa2 and pray
that the late President met qis Jdeath not from an assassin's bullst or
bullets. I further pray that if that vas tae case, our beloved peopdle and
::> ’ ‘citizens of tha Pacifc will nark this as the last unfortunate incident.

tiga_nt of Jdoing things that ha tlought was Jood Zor his pcodlie and not

This, !r. Presilent, perhaps will be refiect=2d in the history of the
Pagific, this 2art, and the »eonls will ra2nemder forever and will continue
to [chinik and believa that ?r*s;aen. Raneliil: has left us physically but not.
— in spirig., ; P

Do w b F g b, LR k

I hava a-concern on this second page of the racolution and p2rhaps we nead
a clzrification. On lin=2 13, it calls Zor copies to dDe given to the thrae
- dallegation chairmen. I doa't taink this belongs in the resolution, iZ the
' authors are referriay to ta2 three delegation chairuen of the Constitu-
tional Coavention. 1If it's raferring to :these threz delagation chairmen,
N than the dalegation chairzen's functions ceased when tha Coavention

¥ convenad on June 18. Thank you.

2ragijent I 12 : ThanX you, Delegate :iafnas. Delegate Xaipat?
A : . 1 ~ *Thank - ‘you, lir. President. lir. Presijent, I would like
L for the Convention to -strike out all 5he word 'Palau' .£zom this docuient
— e and‘replace it with 'Belau.x. : &) ¥ RN
”t -"'L" -

3 $ i % Y
Can I just 1nterject, Delagate Kainat? Inst-ad os
jus cngnging it to 'Belau,' 1t should read 'Republic of Belau. That's
— the nvprogriate way.! %5' - - 4 fru » et : .
! ...».,\\,ﬂg, _,_‘, P 3 o e.. '.".i"’*“ . ..

S
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it xight but the word, the spelling is P-a-l-a-u throughout the doucment.
nder if we could strxke it out and replace the word with "Belau®

(B- -l-a-u) which is the right word used by the Congress of the Belau.

—_— Second, Mr. President, the cause of death, there are only four causes of

death. It could be homicide, medical, accidental and suicide. Now, in

this case, he had three bullets in the head and he is the President, so we

usually use the word "murder” for lower people and "assassination" for

higher echelaon type of people in the government. So I think "assassination”

is Pppropriate, *bullets” is appropriate, because he had three shots in the

head. Thank you, Mr. President.

Pre&ident H. Guerrero: Before I call on the next delegate; the Chair would
—_ likk to recommend at least wherein lines 2 and 3, strike out the end of the
senEence with just "was killed" and delete "by an assassin's bullets". And i

alsp every reference to assassination should be changed to "untimely death".
rather than "assassination” because assassination has political implications
* or meanings to it. And I would like also to recommend that we probably . ae
- strhke out lines’'l2 and 13. Chairman Guerrero? R
Chaﬁrman DL. Guerrero: Yes, Mr. President, I believe the resolution in
itself, of course, 1s expressing our sympathy and condolences. Everyone
has| agreed to that; there's no gquestion about it. The resolution in itself -
may| have been on a rush format. I believe since we are introducing this by
the\Committee of the Whole that prior to its attesting by the members of
theEConvention Delegates, it's only appropriate that the resolution be

referred at -once to our lLegal Counsel for its final format. 'This should be
— done before we sign the document. So without further discussions on.this
particular resolution, I think that since it is a very sensitive moment -
when we are discuyssing this resolution, I think it has to be reproduced or
‘it has to be reviewed for proper language that should be put in.  And for
\tth reason, I would like to ask the indulgences of the delegates to move
) ‘to end the debate on this resolution.

Delegate Torres-' Point of information.

_ Prebident H. Guerrero- State your point, Delegate Torres.

Delegate Torres: I jJust would like to know whether this is being offered
by Delegate Guerrero and Delegate Nabors only instead of the Conventxon as
a whole.

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Information, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Guerrero?
T

Chafirman DL. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors did ask for the unanimous consent to

introduce the joint resolution, of course, that was prepared between Mr.

Nabors and .myself to be introduced by the Committee of the Whole in this

Aparticular‘plenary seesion, Mr. President. DL .

B b y‘__é‘frl;(-‘ - 2] ; g
¥°é£fn to end the debate was carried by voice vote.‘_ H

v K B -.ptly Sy B BRI AT g
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. Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

Président H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas:
the

Mr. President, does that motion include the suggestion by
President to delete lines 12 and 13?

-

President H. Guerrero: That was a suggestion.

Delegate Mafnas: That was a suggestion?

Actiing Floor Leader Nabors: No objection, Mr. President.

Délegate Mafnas: What are you objecting to? No objection to what? .

" Acting Floor Leader Nabors: To deleting lines 12 and 13. . ) s

1 object. 1~

Delegate Mafnas:

Acting Floor Leader Nabors: Oh, do you? The recommendation made by Dele-
gate Mafnas concerning the delegation chairmen, we do not have any - -
objection to that either. There perhaps could be a good deal of modifica-
tion on the language and we are contend to leave it up to the Legal Counsel -
to\smooth any rough spots that may be determine needed.-- .

-

Deﬂegate Mafnas: I would suggest that the language on lines 12 and 13 be
mo&ified to reflect the idea, but please don’t delete it.:

N
LW

Acceptable.

Acﬂing Floor Leader Nabors:
|

‘Chaﬁrman DL. Guerrero: I move for the previous question, Mr. President.
1 .

Delegate Mendiola

Delggate Reyes:

|
President H. Guerrero:
or pr&ér?

seconded the motion.

Point of information, Mr. President.

Are you stating a point of information, or a point

Delegate Reyes: I just want to point out, Mr. President, that I don‘'t want

to Eiminisﬁ the content of this but I don't know whether I'm being naive

to state that on line 13, I don't know whether the late President has, I

mea . some other people have died for him, under this line 13 where it says,
have given their lives" I'm recommending that we retain lines 12 and

13 ut delete that "have given their lives" because at this point, I don t

knoy whether he did....

. - .
w‘" S v s
w e R - o UL

We c;nnot debate this at_this timq

c-‘." .
1;. -

‘VOr are you P

Preﬁident H. Guerrero:
rec mmending that? B o ;
¥ T T b T 7 . :
Delbgate Reyes: - No. I'm asking that this thought be put in that
recbmmendation to change lines 12 and 13. .

Delbgate Villggomez- Very well taken, Hx. President.

- . o . v -
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President H. Guerrero: Well, there is no objection. -
‘ :
| The motion to adopt Resolution No. 5-85, as amended, was carried by i
_ voice vote. :

‘ - MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS i

_— President H. Guerrero: We are now under Miscellaneous Business. Any
) mlspellanaous business? Chairman Manglona?

Chairman Manglona: Mr. President, in the public hearing held on Rota by
. the Committee on Local Government last Saturday night, the people of Rota
spoke out. I would like to share with this Convention the general feeling
and| sentiment of the people of Rota on the major issues of concern to them, °
namely the position and the authority of the mayor. The people of Rota °
- emphatically spoke out against the abolishment of the Office of the Mayor. ..
- They complaint that the government was being taken away from the people of -
Rota and felt that the representation in the executive decision-making i
proress was being threatened. The people believe that the Mayor rather tha# :
the| Governor's representative will ensure the interest of the people of !
Rota are fully represented in the Executive Branch. The Mayor,; they said, .
will have to answer directly to his people. The position for the Office of"
the Mayor alone, however, is not sufficient or adequate, everyone at the
mee 1ng felt. Authority and responsibility must come with it. .The adminis-~
tration of public services on the island should be under the responsibility
— of the Mayor. There must be a centralized supervision of the’ dellvery of -
services in the island rather than for each department head reporting <!
directly to the heads of the Executive Branch Department.

LIV

Concerns were also raised regarding the Mayor's role on the island’s budget
-submission by the Governor to the Legislature. A more active and concrete
::) participation by the Mayor in the budget submission was demanded. .

My fellow delegates, these are some of the major concerns of the people of
—_ Rota. I only wish that the whole Convention could have been there for the
hearing to hear the concerns of our people. T

I f 1ly -understand that each of the islands in this Commonwealth has distinct
interests and needs. Our job here as delegates in this Convention is to :
reconcile those competing demands of the separate iglands. We all realize
this is not an easy task. While realizing the limited population and re-
sources of this Commonwealth, I am begging this Convention to please
seriously consider our desire for a meaningful local government in our .
— island. ) i
\

In §mending the Constitution, please help us reflect our island's unique

values and goals so that our people also can be proud when they recite the

Constitutions's Preamble. We would like to be able to say like the. rest of

—_ the people of this Commonwealth that this cOnstitution 1s ‘the embodiment of
our traditions and hopes for our COmmonwealth. : :

Today, the Local Government COmmittee of this Second Constitutional
_ ; Convention will be having a public hearing in Tinian. I'm sure that our
feelings will be echoed by their people too. Thank you. .. :
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the‘people behind them may be suffering. Thank you.

PreL1dent H. Guerrero- Actlng Floor Leader Nabors? '

P:4$1dent H. Guerrero: Thank you, Delegate Manglona. Delegate Kaipat?
; P

DelEgate K31Eat- Thank you, Mr. Presidént. Ag one of the visiting members

to Rota the other day, I found out one wital thing, the importance of public
hearing especially to those other remote:islands like Rota to really hear the
feeEing and wish of the populatlon rathe:jthan just ca111ng in a director

department head from certain depa:ﬁnents or agencies and start asking
questions about certain proposals. It is very important to sit with

1, a complete reqrganization of local governmental level, from mayor
to other agencies and their functions and also respon51b111ty -that runs
een the central government and periphery, such as in Rota, and how the
gatlon of responsibility will run. So I found out that the people in
are very strong and they were very anti-abolishment of mayorship or the

%people too and listen to them talk. This morning, I submitted a pro-

- resident department heads which is a part of the organization. So I would ~
11k to re-emphasize again the importance of meeting with the people not . -

.ditectors and deputy directors from the departments but the people

themselves, the people on the street, the people from other places because
so times you pick up a very good information from the simple people rather -°

the directors themselves who are trying to make their boss happy, yvet .

Act

ng Floor Leader Nabors° Thank you, Mr. President. I, too, berticipated

n

mat

mat

opp

to

for
was
and

e hearing on Rota and will participate in the public hearing today in
an. 1 am sorry that I was not able to participate in the public '

hea ing held on Saipan, Saturday, or the one that will be held this after-
noon. But I'm a firm believer in public hearings and I don't quite know
wha we are or where we are going, but I have a status sheet from the

ittee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources and noted some eleven

mea ures have been filed. And I'd like to inquire, if I could, because I
don t believe any public hearings were held on those various measures. And,
Mr. | President, I guess I have to reiterate the fact that a delegate who :
introduces it takes the time to prepare a proposal that represents-a concern.
And (whether it is:a legislative matter or not, I think it is a theme line of
demarcation. In-going through the 50 States Constitutions that are in the
President's Office, one can readily see a variety of matters that are
contained in the various Constitutions that to me should be legislative

ers but to those States were considered as constitutionsl matters. And
erefore believe that we are privxleged to determine for ourselves what
ers should or should not be in the Constitution. The concern that I

rtunity to appear before the committee to explain it; (2) not being able
ppear in a public hearing to judge the sentiment of the public; and (3)

hev§ is that as an introducer of a proposal, not being (1) given the

not having a committee report to file a measure on which debate can be held.
And I would like to emphasize that matters that I introduced at least are
not matters that I dreamed up. Thegeare matters that the constituents bring

attention when we are at the beach, or in the bar, or at the airport,

or on the road, or £ieeta. or christening, or birthday party, or .any other
ge erings, and it is,’ therefore. my responsibility to bring that matter up

serious consideration. - Now, I don't know, Mr. President, exactly what
OPPi

ught to do if a matter introduced has been filed. Do we have the
rtunity to address that matter and get our views on the matter on record
future historians to judge whether or not I was right, or a committee
correct or incorrect? I want to be judged by what I do, my performance
my concerns ;And it the people twenty years from now can reed the
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record and say Delegate Nabors was righg and those other people should have
1i tened, I want my children to have t ,t benef;t. Thank you.
-,').
Pre51dent H. Guerrero: Thank you, Delegate Nabors. Just for your informa-
tion, under Rule 26, if one-third of the'glected delegates shall so request
an\xssue under consideration by a%substafn#five committee, it can be taken
im its jurisdiction and place before the Convention. I call on Delegate
res. .

: Pa .
Delegate Torres: Thank you, Mr. President. 1In line with Delegate Nabors'
-] concerns, I also want to register my displeasure over the intellectual
. arrbgance of some delegates relative to the dlsp051t10n of delegate propos-
- " als. I believe that most of the substantive committees have decided that
publxc hearings are appropriate and proper before making final determination
A he status of a delegate proposal. 1 am sure that not all of the: -
del gates have done that, I mean, not all of the substantive committees. have .
—_ done -that and I would go even further to say that some committees have
decided that several proposals do not have merit at all. I don't know
whe;her that's an exercise of intellectual arrogance or not, but I assume it
is., I am really displeased over that kind of arrogance belng dlsplayed by
some of our intellectuals. I'm sure that we all have different backgrounds.’
and I'm sure that we all have different priorities, but at least accord, as .
what Delegate Nabors has said, accord those people the benefit of the doubt .
to explain to you the intent or the motive if you will of certain delegate
proposals and not just judge it by the direction of the wind. - Maybe if the
—_— wind is not blowwing in the right direction, you say, okay, let 8 trash it;
if it is, then we'll pick it up.

a150 want to register my displeasure over some of the practices being done
by some committee members in putting their signatures, affixing their signa-
tures in proposals, in Committee Reports, which manifest or manifested that
they do support that proposal and then come to the floor and say, I oppose it
I believe that's a mockery of their responsibilities and their function
- her I believe that constitutes intellectual dishonesty. Thank you, Mr.
. President. .
-

Pre$1dent H. qurrero. Thank you, Delegate Torres. Delegate King?

Delegate Kin Thank you, Mr. President. I got the feeling that the deli-
- 5er§t10n Eefore the Convention is being addressed directly, even though the

co:?ittee s name was not mentioned, but I think that falls under the

Co ttee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources. Mr. President, I
believe that this Convention, the delegates, should decide whether or not we
. are (going to place it in the Constitution. 1It's not the public. The public
is iust to raise their concern before we put it to vote or before we consider
it. | The public is the ultimate people to ratify our work. Most of their -
concerns here that was raised or were raised on the proposals submitted by
each delegate have been addressed redundantly, repetitious, duplication and
—_ so forth, and most of it, the merits should be rested by the Legislature,
whether they like it at the Legislature or not, it's up to the people to *
change that on this coming general election in November. I think that the
Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources viewed each delegate pro-
posal in terms of whether or not such proposal or recommendation is good for
10 years which we just adopted. And I believe that if you look -at it whether
or not it's good within two years then the Legislature has the prerogative
to change or to come out with legislation and change it every year or every
— | month. But putting it in the Constitutxon, it seems to me that it sa
— concrete for 10 years.

. A -231-
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President H. Guerrero: The Chair would like to interject. Under Miscella-
i " SR . neous Bus;ness, it's not a place to deﬁhte isgwes or rebuttal. It's just
. B a p ace to air out any concerns of....%:

Cha#rman King: Mr. President, that’s the concern of the committee; it's
not| a debate. g ”ﬁgﬁ - .

- Pregldent H. Guerrero: But you are rebutting the remarks of Delegate °

' Torres, and thls 1s not the place 4o do that. .

- Chalirman Kin Mr. Pre51dent I think the issue regardless whether it's

- debatable or not is in the Miscellaneous and I should have the privilege to
talk in the Miscellaneous. :

. President H. Guerrero: Wouldn't it be better if you air out your d1f..‘.ere1"nc'e'c
. - with Delegate Torres outside of.the.Convention time, because I honestly -
-~ . thlnk that. the Chair is going to rule that you are out of order.

's " Thank you, Mr. Presidernt, but it seems to me that somethlng
is going on in this Convention. Mr. President, allow me to say this that

s we introduce it before the Convention for the sake of the benefit of
the\doubt to satisfy the delegates. Thank you. :

- Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, may I ask.... i éf

Prebident H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas? - jl j - T
gl

Delkgate Mafnas: Thank you. At the beginning of the session, Mr.- President
::> ’ I ecthoed my sincere feelings and belief that this Convention will move

forward and will be productive if we look at the elements of compromise. I
know that I am the author of the proposal to abolish the local government.
I glad that the proposal manifested or is able to evolve discussions. I
— am ready to work together with the distinguished delegates from Rota and
Tinian to make sure that public services are extended to their beloved
citizens on Rota and Tinian on timely basis. Mr. President, I will do my
very best to also urge my friends or my fellow delegates to make the dream
of the Rotanese and the Tinianese possible during this Second Northern

— L Marianas Constitutional Convention. Thank you.

‘ (Applause)

— fi President H. Guerrero: Thank you, Delegate Mafnas. Delegate Manglona?

Dengate Manglona: Mr. President, I would like to recommend to all the
dellegates here that if the committee is coming out with a committee ;.=
mmendation, especially if it conflicts or goes against the proposal of
rtain delegate, I would like to recommend that that delegate be accorded
me to share his concern on the proposal. I'd just like to get this
rstanding among the different committees so that a lot of these debates
e floor can be avoided simply by getting the person who proposed the
dment in the committee. Thank you. .

President H. Guerrero: Thank you, Delegate Manglona. I believe that's a
suggestion and I will urge the chairmen of the substantive committee to
probably accommodate the recommendation of Delegate Hanglona,_ Any other
— nmiscellaneous business? Chairman Guerrero? R B 3 S

ooz .
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Chairman DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, your Committee on Finance and Other
Matters did pass out a disposition sheet of the committee also and your
committee did deliberate and made its decisions based on our findings in the
public hearings, and if it's contrary to the delegate proposal, we did also
give the introducer or the author to be heard. I hope that under Miscella-
neous Business, we'll discontinue the arquments about our proposals,
especially when it's being deliberated during the Convention or during the
Committee of the Whole. I don't want to take much of my time but please
bear with the committee, their decisions because the Committee on Finance
and Other Matters did make this recommendation or disposition on the dele-
gate proposal based on their flndxngs from the public hearlngs. So, thank
you, Mr. Pre51dent for recognizing me.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Igitol?

Delegate Igitol: Thank you, Mr. President. First, I'd like to apologize
for coming in late to this morning's session because when 1 left Saturday, I
thought it was for 9:30 a.m., so I went to the office and I came in 9:35. .

Second, Mr. President and fellow delegates, I have introduced Proposal 109.°°
with regards to local government here in Saipan. That proposal would call
for precinct commissioners here on Saipan. I have looked into this propos-.
alis demerit. and the merits of it. During the campaign for this Convention,
I visited a lot of villages and the concern of majorlty of these people,

th y are saying that the normal or the present Mayor's public service .
delivery is-not so adequate. It doesn't reach down to the people. Because
of that, they are recommending to have commissioners. I have looked, like I
said, the cost and it is costly to have 12 or 13 commissioners because we
have about 12 villages here. In turn, I turn around and make it precinct
commissioners, and we have four precincts. And I believe the public ser-
vices by precinct commissioners will be delivered properly. 1 also believe
that the representatives serving each precinct, they made this as the
representative of the people. Yes, 1 do believe that, but their function,

.as |[far as I'm concerned, is to legislate laws for the benefit of the people

of | the Commonwealth.

In looklng as for Tinlan and Rota, they have Mayors and they also have
Department Heads. Department Heads are, in essence, the right hands of the
Mayor. The population calls in Rota and Tinian are much less than the
population on Saipan alone, but Saipan has only one Mayor and doesn't have
right hands. For that reason, I have introduced that Proposal 109 and I'd
like to ask the Committee on Local Government -- I know that they called for
a public hearing I believe it was Thursday or Friday here and only those
people showed up were the Mayors, or rather the Mayor and other Resident
Heads or Department Beads here on Saipan. They echoed their concern about
that resolution, but I believe I'm not satisfied of their response because
their response is purely self-interest.

I call on the Committee to at least have a public hearing down in one of the
villages, maybe once, and listen to the deliberation of the people because
this people have said and bave elected us. And not only us, but they told
me that they wanted to have eommissioners.

i -~‘...\

And with that, Mr. President and fellov delegates, I ask that you “support
that proposal to have precinct commissioners. Again, Mr. President, I
looked into the cost factor but the question came to my mind, which is
vitai issue here, the cost or the adequate public services. Thank you, Mr.
President. e
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President H. Guerrero: Thank you, Delegate Igitol. If we dcn't have anymor
business, the Chair would like to take up or is ready to entertain the
adoption of the journals.

Actting Floor Leader Nabors: Mr. President, I move that we defer adoption of
the journals unti tomorrow morning.

Chairman DL. Guerrero seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: If no objection, then it's so ordered.
‘ —

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prbsident H. Guerrero: Chairman Manglona?

Cﬁhirman Manglona: Before that, Mr. President, I would like to ask all .the-

. delegates here to place bear with our request for a 9:30 session tomorrow

morning. We'll be in Tinian and we'll be arriving about nine o'clock.
Thank you. ‘

Président H.  Guerrero: Chairman King?

: The Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources is -
going to meet today at 2:30 p.m. And for your information, for those people
that have problem with their committee proposal, please see me and we can
schedule it-if you have problem with your proposal.

President H. Guerrero: Chairman Guerrero?

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Mr. President, your Committee on Finance and Other
Matters wish to announce that we will have a public hearing today at three

posals: Delegate Proposals 83-85, 50-85, 104-85, 160-85, 162-85 and
-85. Should any of these Convention delegates has any interest regarding
these proposals, please be present at the Senate Chamber at 3:00 p.m.

Pr
18
to

,o'glock again at the Senate Chamber in regards to six different delegate

|
President H. Guerrero: Vice Chairman Mafnas?

Vice Chairman Mafnas: Mr. President, on behalf of your Chairman, I wish to
anhounce that we have a public hearing this afternoon in the Convention
Chamber at 2:30. Proposal Nos. 11, 87, 113 and 144 will be heard. Tomorrow,
notice in advance, another public hearing will be conducted in the Conventio:
Chamber at 2:00 p.m. Proposal Nos. 3 and 86 will be heard, and 1 respect-
fully request the presence of Delegate Nabors to provide us a written

te timony with respect to his proposal. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Thank you, Vice Chairman Mafnas. The Chair would
Iike to remind all delegates that at the recommendation of the Chair that
the Introduction of Proposals' deadllne is tomorrow, Tuesday. Acting Floor
Leader Nabors?

cteaw Bhoy s o
Acting Floor Leader Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. Before I make a
motion to adjourn, 1'd like to advise the Convention that I just receive a
call from Tinian, they are awaiting the Committee on Local Government
together with the two delegates who are going to accompany the committee that
lunch is ready and please hurry.

‘e ooeo oo ... (Laughter)

T - e —-—mmm e e

-234~
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Prd51dent H. Guerrero: Chairman Manglgaa"
.u’-

Chalrman Manglona: Along the same 11ne, I would like to announce to all

members of the Local Government Committee that there will be a committee

me tlng at 6:30 p.m. today in Tlnlan. Tﬁgnk you.

§51dent H. Guerrero: Acting Floor Leader Nabors?

Acﬂlng Floor Leader Nabors: Thaﬁk‘you, Mr. President. I would like to move
that the Convéntion adjourn until- tomorrow morning at 9:30.

Chairman DL. Guerrero seconded the motion.

Pressident H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adjourn untxl
R tombrrow morning at 9:30. Dlscu5510ns°

‘ -There. being no dlscu551on, the motlon to adjourn until the next mornlng‘
at 9:30 was carried by voice vote.

. The Convention adjourned at 12:58 p.m. and to reconvene on Tueséay,
July 2, 1985, at 9:30 a.m.

iam" B. Nabors

Secretary

° =235~
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