
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIQNAL CONVENTION, 1 9 8 5  

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO.  if{^& 

A PROPOSAL 

To amend A r t i c l e  V I  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  L o c a l  Government. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  V I  d f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

2 i s  he reby  amended t o  r e a d  as f o l l o w s :  

8 

g Date: O f f e r e d  b'y: 
~ E L E G A T E  PAUL A .  M A N G L O N A ~ A  



ARTICLE V I :  LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 2 8 " ~  - r-f 
Sec t ion  1: Local  Government. Agencies of l o c a l  

government fhall  be e s t a b l i s h e d  as provided  by t h i s  ar t ic le .  

Sec t ion  2: E l e c t i o n  of Mayor and A s s i s t a n t  Mayor.. 

The q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  from Rota,  Sakpan, T i n i a n  and Aguiguan, 

and t h e  i s l a n d 5  n o r t h . o f  Saipan s h a l l  elect a mayor - and , 

a s s i s t a n t ' m a y o r  f o r  each  i s l a n d  o r  group of i s l a n d s ,  

a )  A mayor and a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  

t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a t  l e a s t  twenty- f ive  years of  age ,  

a r e s i d e n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  of t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  seast . . 

t h r e e  yea r s  immediately p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on.which the mayor 

t a k e s  o f f i c e ,  and s h a l l  m e e t  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  prov ided  by 

l a w .  No person conv ic t ed  of a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  

- i n  an  area under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  United States may be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  a ' f u l l  pardon has  been g ran ted .  

b )  8 - The mayor and  a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  a t  a r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a t e r m  of o f f i c e  

of f o u r  years .  The mayor and a s s i s t a n t  mayor s h a l l - b e  e l e c t e d  

j o i n t l y  wi th  each v o t e r  c a s t i n q  a s i n g l e  v o t e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

both  o f f i c e s .  No person  may be e l e c t e d  mayor and a s s i s t a n t  

mayor more t h a n  t h r e e  terms.  A vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of mayor 

s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  one-half  o r  more of  t h e  

t e r m  remains and o t h e r w i s e  as provided by law. 



Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor. 

a) A mayor shall be responsible for the faithful 

execution of Commonwealth Laws and the administration of 

public services in the island or islands which the mayor 
. 0 

has been elected. 

d b) A mayor shall serve on the governor's council 

established under. section 5 of this article. 

Jd 2) A mayor shall fgi$Zg!j4 f)46 administer and implement 

government programs and services and appropriations provided by 

law for the island or islands served by the mayor and-shall 

S$Jd$Zt! report reqularly to the governor PZddZddS B f  Z6&4&6dddgZBdS 

relating to these proqrams and services or appropriations. . . . . .  
g! - d )  A mayor may investigate complaints and conduct 

public hearings with respect to Government operations and 

local matters and may submit findings or recommendation to 

- the governor and the legislature. A mayor may issue supoena to 

any government officials to obtain informations necessary for 

his investigation under this subsection. 

submit items for inclusion in the governor's proposed budget 

for both government operations and capital improvement projects. 



The mayor's submissions shall include all requests for the 

resident department's operation. Each resident department 

head shall submit recommended budget request for the resident 

department t b  the mayor. The mayor may alter, amend or revise 
L' 

. , the recommendations of the resident department heads, but 

. shall consult and cbordinate -with them in preparing his 

budqet submission to the Gowehor. The qovernor ' k  budget 

submission to the leqislature shall state his disposition of 

the budgetary requests contained in the mayor's submission 

and shall be rejected only for good cause. . . 
6 f. A mayor may promulgate regulations on local 

- matters as prpvided by.law. 

f 9) A mayor may expend for local public purposes 

the revenues raised by local taxes that are designated by law 

for those purposes after the expenditures are authorized by 

-the legislature or by the affirmative vote of a majority of 

the members of the legislature representing the island or - - 

islands served by a mayor. 

$1) A mayor may appoint, supervise and remove 

those employees as are provided by law to assist in the 

performance of mayoral-responsibilities. 

) A mayor shall perform other responsibilities 

provided by law. 

j. A mayor shall coordinate any extension of 

federal programs extended to the island or islands served by 

the mayor. 

i' 



k. A mayor shall act as the principal local 

officials for coordinatinq activities with Disaster Control 

for the mobilization of resources and meetinq emergency 

conditions ih their respective constituency. 
f l  

. . Section 4: The assistant mayor shall have the qualifi- 

cstion- is required for the office of the mayor and shall perform 

those duties specified in this article and those assiqned by 

the mayor as provided by law: Whenever, the office of the 

assistant mayor is vacant, the mayor shall appoint a successor 

.'with the advice and consent of the majority of the members. 

of the legislature from a senatorial district which the mayor 

. . 
shall serve. . . 5 .  

Section $5: Compensation. A mayor shall receive 

an annual salary and reasonable allowance for expenses provided 

-by law. The salary of a mayor may not be decreased during a 

teqn of office. Salaries and expenses for assistants to a 

.. kybr shall be provided by law. 

Section $6: Governor's Council. The mayors elected ' 

under section 2 and the executive assistant appointed under 

article 111, section 18, shall he members of a governor's 

council that shall advise the governor on government operations 

& local matters. The governor shall preside over the council 

which shall meet regularly or at least four times each year 

to consider matters concerning the relationship between the 

Commonwealth and its separate islands- 



Section $7: Other Agencies of Local Government. 

a) The chartered municipality form of local 

government shall cease to exist on the effective date of this 

Constitution:. Local taxes paid to the chartered municipal 
- .  0 

governments on Rota, Saipan and Tinian shall remain in effect 

, until otherwise provided by law and may be expended for local 

. public purposes on'the island.or islands producing those 

revenues if authorized by the legislatbre or'by the'affirmative 

vote of a majority of the members of the legislature from the 

applicable sena.toria1 district. 'ordinances and ~ther're~ulations 

enacted by municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian 

. . that are consistent with this Constitution shall . . .  remain in 

effect until superseded by Commonwealth law or local 

ordinances or regulations enacted under this Constitution. 

b) No additional agency of local government may 

-be established for at least five years from the effective 

date of'this Constitution, after which the legislature may 

establish agencies of 1ocal.government in place of or in - 
addition to the agencies provided for in this article with 

powers, elected officials and financing as provided by law. 

Agencies of local government may not be created for geographical 

units smaller than an individual island. New agencies of local 

government may not be established without the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds of the-persons qualified to vote from the island 

or islands to be served by the proposed agency of local 

government. * 



, . . , : :* , ' L'. " I  

I i ,  

,.- i ,  . i.!x,,,, . J ,  6 .; q*.. * ARTICLE 11 I : EXECUTIVE BRANCH , .,d: l: ".:,:; ,d.!4 . *?  . e .  b .  . . 

. . , . . -  . . . . .  . '  . . . . . " . .  . : . I. ,? . . 8 q  :.,,-;, . . .  -\$., ... :, ;, . . . .  : \ , '. 
?#,, J<~T:),.: '<8?::&l:.1.k A c, $ : ,:. . . *. ; . , ' . ., , P * .  ! .,, ,, ,:::,,;.? ;? , T.:p,., .!, . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  - %  

,. *. rr N . ; ~ ~ ~ Q ~ ~ ( * ~ . ~  lr, ... Section 17 : . Public Services . L+~. . . .  . , . ::,!. ;,. )? ?-- ,,I. .. :, . 9. . 1.:. .... !. % . . . .  ?:-. .-: ..... JF;". ,\p+kd3%w4 - pt43.+ig;* ;,:> , ,, , , . ,. , , . . I .' . ,. !,...- . . . . . .  . . .  +,< % . , -  . - . . . . I* 

,;,*>?,y,i,: ...+ J .: $jy??" ,*, .?.  .< --? ' 
.' ,.: ; , ,  : . ....,. ::. : .>,,. 

) , .<;it .,xs .,:,. - .  2: : . \ , . -  . :  I 
, . . l , , .  . *  I .: . 

,.>., a . .,. : .. :,:; a ) . 1. .'. 
. 4. .. . .  . . . . . . .  ;: , '..' 9 . . .  .... ... ... . .  . . . .  ", ..:The governor P(6$ shall delegate to 6 the ..: ,*.:';:; J 

.... .- !.,. 
, ; :: '...!'< ',..+. '..'. ,... .. . , .... . . . . . .  .:,: ,:\ - . ., . I - .  

. . . .  . . . . .  . . J. , . 
' I  a .. .. ;. .?" ; .'-. * ,  ".'. ,. 

' : "  mayor elec&d under the provisions of article VI, section 2, A ,  

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and 
. . 

the administration of public services in the island or islands, 
. .?* , 

\ 

.in which the.mayor has been elected. $#f$Z&bS )d&Zdd $#$$Zdbd 
.... 
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. . . .  . .  ~. ?. ., :,b) 'public services on Rota and Tinian shall be 
. . . . . . . . .  . I . .  .:' , . . . 

. , ., 
spf$#f$Z$#& headed by a resident department head in the . . 
departments providing the services appointed by the H#dB df - 

'$H$ b?fb&d$Z$b Ib$&d&H B#$&$$$bd$ mayors with the advice and consent 

of the majority of the members of the legislature from the 
b 

Senatorial district in which the resident department,head shall . . 
serve. The head of the executive department head shall. 

provide technical and professional services to Rota and 
' 

Tinian on a reqularly basis, This arrangements shall apply to the 

islands north of Saipan when the population of these islands 

exceeds one thousand persons, 





SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL No. dfJ& 

A PROPOSAL 

To p rov ide  t h a t  i f  Covenant CIP funds guaranteed t o  Rota and T i n i a n  a r e  n o t  
appropr ia ted  i n  a  f i s c a l  year,  the  respec t i ve  1eg i s l a t i . ve  de lega t i on  s h a l l  
have au thor i . t y  t o  app rop r i a te  i n  the  fol lowi,ng year. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Offered by: 

%2- 
Delegate R i t a  H. lnos 


