
SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  CONVENTION, 1 9 8 5  

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. d?84-r 

A PROPOSAL 

To amend Article VI of the Northern Marianas Constitution 
relating to Local Government. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

1 Section 1. Article VI of the Northern Marianas Constitution 

2 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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5 ( SEE ATTACHED PROPOSED AMENDMENT) 
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9 Date: Offered by: 



ARTICLE VI: LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 2 ~ 7 ~ ~ ~  

Section 1: Local Government. Agencies of local 

government :hall be established as provided by this article. 

Section 2: Election of Mayor and Assistant Mayor. 

The qualified voters from Rota, Saipan, Tinian and Aguiguan, 

and the islands north of Saipan shall elect a mayor and - 

assistant mayor for each island or group of islands. 

a) A mayor and assistant mayor shall be qualified 

to vote in the Commonwealth, at least twenty-five years of age, 

a resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at least 

three years immediately preceding the date on which the mayor 

takes office, and shall meet other qualifications provided by 

law. No person convicted of a felony in the Commonwealth or 

'in an area under the jurisdiction of the United States may be 

eligible for this office unless a full pardon has been granted. 

b) 6 - The mayor and assistant mayor shall be 

elected at a regular general election for a term of office 

of four years. The mayor and assistant mayor shall be elected 

jointly with each voter casting a sinqle vote applicable to 

both offices. No person may be elected mayor and assistant 

mayor more than three terms. A vacancy in the office of mayor 

shall be filled by special election if one-half or more of the 

ter.m remains and otherwise as provided by law. 



Section 3: Responsibilities of Mayor. 

a) A mayor shall be responsible for the faithful 

execution of Commonwealth Laws and the administration of 

public services in the island or islands which the mayor 
/; 

has been elected. 

6 b) A mayor shall serve on the governor's council 

established under section 5 of this article. 

Jd 2) A mayor shall f$$Z$$ fH$ administer and implement 

government programs and services and appropriations provided by 

law for the island or islands served by the mayor and shall 

S$Jd$Zf report reqularly to the governor PZfidZfidS bZ Z$bb$$$fidZfZbfi$ 

relating to these programs and services or appropriations. 

# 2)  A mayor may investigate complaints and conduct 

public hearings with respect to Government operations and 

local matters and may submit findings or recommendation to 

the governor and the legislature. A mayor may issue supoena to 

any government officials to obtain informations necessary for 

his investigation under this subsection. 

d 2) 6 6ZJbZ SHZZZ Z$bb$$$fid Zf$$S PbZ ZfibZfiSZbfi 

Pfi f H $  $Zb$bS$d &fifi$ZZ,Jdlddd+f/ Z$$Z$$ f H #  $Zb$b$$d Jd$$d$f 

Jd$PbZ$ PfS SldJd6PSSPbfi JdJ fH$  db$$ZfibZ fb fk i$ Z$dZ$ZZffiZ$/ 6fid 

Z$bb$$$fid 66$fiB$$fifS Zf i  f H $  $Zb$bS$d P$&iif$f Z$ZZfPfid fb fj46 

P$ZZfid bZ ZSZdfidb S$Z$$d JdJ f H $  $ZJbZ/ 6 Z$#bM$fid6fZbfi 

Z6ZdfPfid $6 f H $  Jd$dd$f $6d$ PJ 6 $dJbZ SHZZZ Jd$ bbfiSPdbf+d Ud 

fH$ db$$ZfibZ Zfid Z$d$bf$B bfiZJ PbZ dbbd bZld$$/ The mayor shall 

submit items for inclusion in the qovernor's proposed budget 

for both government operations and capital improvement projects. 



The mayor's submissions shall include all requests for the 

resident department's operation. Each resident department 

head shall submit recommended budaet reuuest for the resident 

department to the mayor. The mayor may alter, amend or revise 

the recommendations of the resident department heads, but 

shall consult and coordinate with them in preparinq his 

budqet submission to the Governor. The qovernor's budqet 

submission to the leqislature shall state his disposition of 

the budgetary requests contained in the mayor's submission 

and shall be rejected only for good cause. 

6 f. A mayor may promulgate regulations on local 

matters as provided by law. 

f q )  A mayor may expend for local public purposes 

the revenues raised by local taxes that are designated by law 

for those purposes after the expenditures are authorized by 

-the legislature or by the affirmative vote of a majority of 

the members of the legislature representing the island or 

islands served by a mayor. 

pj 1) A mayor may appoint, supervise and remove 

those employees as are.provided by law to assist in the 

performance of mayoral responsibilities. 

) A mayor shall perform other responsibilities 

provided by law. 

j .  A mayor shall coordinate any extension of 

federal programs extended to the island or islands served by 

the mayor. 



k. A mayor shall act as the principal local 

officials for coordinating activities with Disaster Control 

for the mobilization of resources and meetinq emergency 

conditions in their respective constituency. 

Section 4: The assistant mayor shall have the qualifi- 

cation as required for the office of the mayor and shall perform 

those duties specified in this article and those assiqned by 

the mayor as provided by law. Whenever, the office of the 

assistant mayor is vacant, the mayor shall appoint a successor 

with the advice and consent of the majority of the members. 

of the legislature from a senatorial district which the mayor 

shall serve. 

Section $5: Compensation. A mayor shall receive 

an annual salary and reasonable allowance for expenses provided 

-by law. The salary of a mayor may not be decreased during a 

term of office. Salaries and expenses for assistants to a 

mayor shall be provided by law. 

Section 5 6 :  Governor's Council. The mayors elected 

under section 2 and the executive assistant appointed under 

article 111, section 18, shall be members of a governor's 

council that shall advise the governor on government operations 

and local matters. The governor shall preside over the council 

which shall meet regularly or at least four times each year 

to consider matters concerning the relationship between the 

Commonwealth and its separate islands. 



Section $ 7 :  Other Aqencies of Local Government. 

a) The chartered municipality form of local 

government shall cease to exist on the effective date of this 

Constitution. Local taxes paid to the chartered municipal 

governments on Rota, Saipan and Tinian shall remain in effect 

until otherwise provided by law and may be expended for local 

public purposes on the island or islands producing those 

revenues if authorized by the legislature or by the affirmative 

vote of a majority of the members of the legislature from the 

applicable senatorial district. Ordinances and other regulations 

enacted by municipal councils on Rota, Saipan and Tinian 

that are consistent with this Constitution shall remain in 

effect until superseded by Commonwealth law or local 

ordinances or regulations enacted under this Constitution. 

b) No additional agency of local government may 

- be established for at least five years from the effective 
date of this Constitution, after which the legislature may 

establish agencies of local government in place of or in 

addition to the agencies provided for in this article with 

powers, elected officials and financing as provided by law. 

Agencies of local government may not be created for geographical 

units smaller than an individual island. New agencies of local 

government may not be established without the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds of the.persons qualified to vote from the island 

or-islands to be served by the proposed agency of local 

government. . 



ARTICLE 111: EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

Section 17: Public Services. 

a) The governor &i$ shall delegate to $ the 

mayor elect'ed under the provisions of article VI, section 2, 

responsibility for the execution of Commonwealth laws and 

the administration of public services in the island or islands 

in which the mayor has been elected. $$f$Zg!$$ Pbxfid $fB$Z&$& 

$6 Z &$b$fiffZZZ%$& PZSZS Zfi  RB fd  Zfi& TZfiZZfi B$ fH$  $PP$$fZ$$ 

& d f $  BP fHZb  gd f iS fZ fd fZB f i  SHZZZ bBf i fZ f id6 f B  P$ $fB$Zd$d Bfi  fHZS 

PZSZS 6fiZbSS fH$  dB$$ff iBf  $$fbBfiZZZ$ b $ f f Z f P $ S  Z P f $ f  $dPZZb 

HbZfZfid Bfi f H b  ZSZdfi& Zfi$BZ$$& f H Z f  S6 fH  &$b$fiffZZZ%$fZdYf ZS 

Z$g!BfibZSf$fif $Z fH f H b  $PPZbZ$fif d$d $bBhBdZ$$Z d$ZZ$$f$ BP 

$$f$Zb$S/ 

b) Public services on Rota and Tinian shall be 

s$$$f$j!$$d headed by a resident department head in the 

departments providing the services appointed by the )4$dd g3f 

. fH$ $$$b$fZ$$ !dfZ$bH d$$&fj!d$Yfj! mayors with the advice and consent 

of the majority of the members of the legislature from the 

Senatorial district in which the resident department head shall 

serve. The head of the executive department head shall 

provide technical and professional services to Rota and 

Tinian on a regularly basis. This arrangements shall apply to the 

islands north of Saipan when the population of these islands 

exceeds one thousand persons. 


