
Second C o n s t i  t i o n a l  Convent ion  
Saipan,  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas 

De lega te  Proposa l  No. 29''/3< A 
c?:; \ A  Proposa l  

To e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  language o f  t h e  Nor thern Marianas and 
r e g u l a t e  t h e  use o f  f o r e i g n  languages. 

BE I T  PROPOSED t h a t  a  new a r t i c l e  i s  added t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  as f o l l o w s :  

"ARTICLE . Languages 

" S e c t i o n  1. The o f f i c i a l  language o f  government s h a l l  be E n g l i s h .  

" S e c t i o n  2. The government s h a l l  encourage t h e  usage and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Chamorro and C a r o l i n i a n  languages where a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  government, schoo ls  and 

s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  

" S e c t i o n  3. No a l i e n  l a b o r e r ' s  p e r m i t  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  t o  a  f o r e i g n  pe rson  

who canno t  speak i n  unders tandab le  E n g l i s h .  An exempt ion  may be g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  

gove rno r  o r  h i s  des ignee o n l y  t o  persons i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  r e g u l a r  

c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  genera l  p u b l i c  and o n l y  a f t e r  announcing i n  a  l o c a l  newspaper 

h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  do so. 

" S e c t i o n  4. No s i g n  i n  f o r e i g n  languages i s  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas 

un less  i t  i s  accompanied by a  s i g n  i n  E n g l i s h .  


