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~ r a n c i s c o  Tonokane 
W i l l  ia S. Torres The Committee on Local Government is confronted with 
Ranon C. Vlt laganez the following question and thus, solicit for your 
l g ~ c i o  V l  l lanueva legal opinion: 

Can a mayor submit the budget of the island 
or islands served by the mayor directly to 
the legislature? 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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RE: Direct Submission of Mayoral Budget to the Legislature 
Legal Opinion No. 28 

You have requested that we issue an opinion whether a mayor can 
submit the budget of the island or islands served by the mayor 
directly to the legislature. 

Article VI, section 3, clause d, presently provides that the 
mayor's vrovosed budnet for his islend shall be submitted to the * * 

goGernor in order that he might include those items the governor 
submits to the legislature pursuant to Art. 111, sec. 9, clause a. 

There is no legal restriction that would prohibit a constitutional 
amendment allowing the mayor's budget from being submitted 
directly to the legislature rather than being part of the annual 
budget submitted by the governor. 

The constitution establishes in the governor the power to control 
and run all governmental services through the executive branch 
departments. Presently, the mayor's function in this area is to 
review the needs of the islands in order to determine whether 
funds allocated to the islands are adequate to pay for the 
required services. The mayor acts as a "watch dog" to ensure that 
the services provided are being administered in accordance with 
the laws. By amending the constitution to bypass the governor's 
budget, the mayor does not lose any of his "watch dog" duties but 
the governor, who has the duty to prcvide the services for all of 
the islanzs , lcses the ability tc budget prcperly for the services 
he Fs mandate? by the constitution tc provide. The constitutlcn 
establj.shes that the governor provides the services with the 
budget he submits to the legislature. With h bifurcated budget, 
I7.is ability tc offer services to the people nay be he~.pered. 


