
DATE J u l y  03,  1985 

TO : Delega te  Juan  T. Lizama 
Chairman 
Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
Second Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convention 

FROM : J e s u s  M. Concepcion 

SUBJECT: W r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  t h e  committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
on p r o p o s a l s :  

1 .  32-85 - To e s t a b l i s h  an  independent  sys tem of e d u c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  Northern Marianas.  

2. 33-85 - To make t h e  Department of Educat ion autonomous. 

3. 106-85 - To d e l e t e  "Super intendent"  and i n s e r t  "Di rec to r"  

4 .  107-85 - To E l e c t  a  Board of Regents  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
system w i t h  powers t o  a p p o i n t  a  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Northern 
Marianas Col lege .  

Dear M r .  Chairman: 

Thank you f o r  a l l o w i n g  me t o  s h a r e  w i t h  you some of my o p i n i o n s  on t h e  
above p r o p o s a l s .  My t e s t i m o n i e s  a r e  a r ranged  a s  numbered above. 

1. 32-85 - TO ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OF EDUCATION I N  
THE NORTHERN MARIANAS. 

I would l i k e  t o  beg in  by s a y i n g  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p rov ide  an  u n i n t e r r u p t e d ,  
f r e e  from governmental  i n t e r f e r e n c e s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s  t o  our  c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e  p r e s e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem,  e lementa ry ,  secondary and p o s t  secondary ,  
must be e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  autonomous a g e n c i e s .  

T h i s  p roposa l  i s  a n  improvement over  S e c t i o n  13,  of A r t i c l e  I11 and A r t i c l e  
XV of our  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  I have grave concerns  over  t h e  fo l lowing :  

A. S e c t i o n  I ,  Right  t o  f r e e  Educat ion 

I am concern t h a t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  government a  b l a n k e t  supDort  t o  
church o p e r a t e d ,  "non-public" s c h o o l s ,  w e  maybe v i o l a t i n g  t h e  
b a s i c  concept  of s e p a r a t i o n  of church and s t a t e .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  a l s o  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Voucher System 
which h a s  been proven i n e f f e c t i v e ,  unworkable, and h a s  long  been 
abandoned. 

B. S e c t i o n  2 ,  Fore ign  Person 

I would l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  committee t o  look  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e :  



1. D i s c r i m i n a t o r y  n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n  which can  make 
i t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  

2. Lack of p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  
3. R e s t r i c t i v e  n a t u r e  by l i m i t i n g  t h e  amount expended p e r  

s t u d e n t  from Covenent Funds. 

C.  S e c t i o n  3, Board of Educa t ion  

I would l i k e  t o  recommend t h a t  t h e  number of Governor ' s  appointment  
be  i n c r e a s e d  from two (2)  t o  f o u r  (4)  of which two (2)  would b e  
s t u d e n t s ,  one from t h e  p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  and one from t h e  p r i v a t e  
h i g h  s c h o o l .  We must n o t  o v e r l o o k  t h e  importance  of imput from 
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of C a r o l i n i a n  r e p r e s e n t -  
a t i v e  s i n c e  we a r e  one peop le .  Such s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n  o n l y  ad- 
vance  t h e  c a u s e  of s e p a r a t i o n  o r  a d v o c a t e s  s e c t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 
o u r  c i t i z e n s .  

D.  S e c t i o n  4 ,  D u t i e s  and R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

It is my b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  Board of Educa t ion  t o  
p r e p a r e  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n  e v e r y  t e n  y e a r s  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  
of e d u c a t i o n  i s  u n r e a l i s t i c  w i t h o u t  a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  
By t h e  t ime  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  i s  up,  many of t h e  p l a n  may be  a b s o l e t e .  

To s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h e  a l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n  shou ld  
b e  t h e  achievement l e v e l  of o u r  s t u d e n t s  comparable  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a r d  i s  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  depar tment  t o  d e v i c e  a  m i n i a t u r e  U.S. 
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem.  The problem h e r e  i s  t h a t  a s  long  a s  w e  have 
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  own i d e n t i t y ,  t o  p r o v i d e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  
w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs unique t o  o u r  p e o p l e ,  and r e l e v a n t  pro- 
grams f o r  o u r  p e o p l e ,  we shou ld  n o t  be  o v e r l y  concern  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  
l e v e l .  

From what I have l e a r n e d  of computers ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  enemies of t h e  
equipment a r e  h e a t ,  humid i ty  and d u s t  o r  d i r t .  Are w e  r e a d y  t o  
spend a  f o r t u n e  t o  purchase  t h e  equipment ,  so f t -wares ,  and t o  a i r  
c o n d i t i o n e d  o u r  c l ass rooms?  T h i s  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  Board of 
Educa t ion  t o  d e c i d e  and h a s  no room i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  is a l s o  n o t  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  Elementary/  
Secondary from t h e  c o l l e g e .  I e n t e r p r e t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  mean t h a t  
t h e  c o l l e g e  is under t h e  Board of Educa t ion .  T h i s ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  i s  
a  r e g r e s s i o n  from what i s  a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d .  

I h i g h l y  recommend s t r i c k i n g  o u t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  t o  do w i t h  t h e  
c o l l e g e .  



S e c t i o n  5 ,  Powers 

To a l l o w  t h e  Board t h e  power t o  l e v y  s a l e s  t a x e s  i s  t o  impose an  
e x t r a  burden upon o u r  p e o p l e .  The p e o p l e ,  a s  i t  i s  now, a r e  b e i n g  
a f f e c t e d  by t h e  h i g h  c o s t s  of commodit ies and t o  add a n o t h e r  burden 
of .paying s a l e s  t a x  i s  c r e a t i n g  more h a r d s h i p  upon them. My re- 
commendation is t o  l e a v e  t h e  t a x i n g  power t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

2 .  33-85 - TO MAKE THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AUTONOMOUS. 

While t h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  aimed a t  making t h e  Department of  Educa t ion  a n  autonomous 
agency ,  t h e  t e x t  of  P r o p o s a l  33-85 is n o t  i n d i c a t i n g  how t h e  depar tmen t  is t o  
a c h i e v e  s u c h  a  s t a t u s  and how t h e  agency is t o  be  funded.  S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  purpose ,  I recommend d i s r e g a r d i n g  
P r o p o s a l  33-85 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

3. 106-85 - TO DELETE "SUPERINTENDENT" AND INSERT "DIRECTOR" 

I f  t h e  Department of  Educa t ion  i s  t o  remain a s  i t  i s ,  t h e n  I s u p p o r t  t h e  change 
s o  t h a t  e v e r y  depar tmen t  head is r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "Di rec to r" .  O the rwise ,  I 
p r e f e r  t h e  word "Super in tenden t"  because  of t h e  management r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

4 .  107-85 - TO ELECT A BOARD OF REGENTS FOR THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
WITH POWER TO APPOINT A PRESIDENT FOR THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COLLEGE. 

My h i g h e s t  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  who a r e  p r o p o s i n g  t o  make t h e  Department of  
Educa t ion  and t h e  Nor the rn  Marianas  C o l l e g e  autonomous. T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  meet 
t h e  l o n g  d e s i r e  of  many p e o p l e  and c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  way t o  e n s u r e  un- 
i n t e r r u p t e d ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n  

With m o d i f i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  f o r m a t ,  I am h i g h l y  recommending i t s  a c c e p t a n c e .  

The m o d i f i c a t i o n s  I am recommending a r e :  

1. The change of a  s m a l l  l e t t e r  I'd" t o  a  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r  "D" f o r  
t h e  Department o f  Educa t ion .  

2.  S e p a r a t e  Board f o r  t h e  Department of Educa t ion  and t h e  Nor the rn  
Marianas  C o l l e g e .  

3. I f  t h e  D e l e g a t e s  l i k e  t o  see o n l y  one  Board,  I h i g h l y  recommend 
t h e  word T r u s t e e s  i n  p l a c e  of  t h e  word Regents .  

Board o f  Regen t s  is normal ly  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  govern ing  body of an  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  

M r .  Chairman, l a d i e s  and gen t l emen ,  t h e  above t e s t i m o n i e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
a s  my s o l e  o p i n i o n s  and s h o u l d  be  a c c e p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d  a s  such .  

THANK YOU 


