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Lorenzo I. Deleon tuerrero 
Alonzo Iglranar 
David L. lp l to l  The Committee on Governmental Institutions 
Rl te  H. Inos 
Benusto R. Kalpet 

recommends that the Convention adopt the attached 
Esrevan H. Klng Constitutional amendment with respect to the Resident. 
Lu l l  M. Llnes 
Jesus P. Hafnas 

Representative to the United States. I Paul A. Henglona 
J a r s  H. k n d l o l a  
A ~ I C ~ ~ O  H. Hundo The Committee's recommended Constitutional 
Fellcldad T. ogwm amendment provides for the appointment of the Resident 
Karl 1. Reyes 
Joaguln A. Tsnorlo 

Representative for a term of 4 years until the 
Fra?clsco Tomkane Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is given 
Willlam 5. Torres 
~ w n  G.  V I  llaganez a non-voting seat in the United States Congress. 
lgnrcio Y l l lanueva 

If the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands is given a non-voting delegate status in the 
United States Congress, the Resident Representative 
will be elected for a term of two years. 

The Committee's recommended Constitutional 
amendment is not in conflict with the Covenant. The 
advantages of having an appointed Resident Representative 
far outweigh the disadvantages. 

The duties of the Resident Representative are 
provided for under Public Law 3-92 as mandated by 
Section 1 of Article V of the Northern Marianas 
Constitution. Section 2 of Public Law-3-92 states, 
in part the following duties: 

" (c) The Representative shall represent the 
people and Government of the Commonwealth on a 
full-time basis before the Congress of the United 
States and the committees and subcommittees 
thereof, and before the various departments and 
agencies of the Federal Government, the governments 
of states within the United States, and other 
organizations, public and private, on all matters 
pertaining to the Commonwealth, and shall actively 
and fully advocate all programs and policies 
adopted by the Commonwealth. The Office shall 
act-as a liaison office in the District of 
Columbia for all official and unofficial matters 
pertaining to the public welfare of the 
Commonwealth . 
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(d)  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  o t h e r  d u t i e s  and respons ib i -  
l i t i e s  khe Represen ta t ive  s h a l l  coord ina te  a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Commonwealth Government .......... The 
Represen ta t ive  may j o i n  and p a r t i c i p a t e  on nonpar t i san  
b a s i s  ...... The Represen ta t ive ,  wi th in  budgetary 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  such purpose ,  may a t t e n d  conferences  
of n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l . .  . . . " 
(e l  I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  subsec t ion  t o  a s s u r e  
e f f e c t i v e  coord ina t ion  i n  a l l  congress iona l  test imony ...... 
( f )  . . . . ( n o t  r e l a t e d ) .  . . . . . 
(g)  I n  t h e  event  t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth ....., t h e  
Represen ta t ive  may perform such assignment when so  
des igna ted  by t h e  Governor o r  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  ..... 
(emphasis added) 

I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  s t a t u t o r y  d u t i e s  t h a t  t h e  primary 
func t ion  of t h e  Resident Represen ta t ive  i s  t o  coord ina te  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  and prograhs  of t h e  Commonwealth Government. The 
Committee f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  programs and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  
Commonwealth Government w i l l  be s t r eng then  i f  t h e  Resident 
Represen ta t ive  i s  appointed.  

The advantages  and disadvantages  f o r  having an appointed 
Resident Represen ta t ive  a r e  a s  fo l lows:  

Advantages: 

1. The Resident Represen ta t ive  w i l l  be  more responsive  
t o  adopt ing and c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  
Commonwealth Government because he i s  appointed and 
may be removed by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  
perform h i s  d u t i e s ;  

2 .  Because he s e r v e s  under t h e  Chief Executive,  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Commonwealth 
Government w i l l  be b e t t e r  coord ina ted ;  

3 .  The Resident Represen ta t ive  w i l l  s e rve  f o r  a  term 
of f o u r  y e a r s ,  concur ren t  wi th  t h e  Chief Executive;  

4 .  The Resident  Represen ta t ive  does n o t  have t o  be 
e l e c t e d  every two y e a r s .  The Commonwealth w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  mainta in  c o n t i n u i t y  b e t t e r  than i f  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  i s  e l e c t e d .  
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Disadvantages! 

1. The Chief Executive and the Legislature will decide 
who is going to be the Resident Representative 
through the appointment and confirmation processes. 

2. The United States Congress may get the impression 
that the people of the Commonwealth are not 
strongly pushing for a non-voting membership in the 
united states Congress. 

The Committee considered delegate proposals Nos. 12-85, 
29-85, 43-85, 67-05, 71-85, 143-85, 185-85, and 190-85. 

The Committee strongly urges all delegates to support 
the recommended Constitutional amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

( J w  /. \k I / 6- 
~Slegate auanwC. >izama, Esq. 

V 
Chairman . 
/omG?\- 
Delegate Jesus P. Igafnds/ ) 

<e&eq&srR: Ka ipa t -. 

Member 

Deleqate David MI Cing 

Member / '  



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 

A  PROPOSED CONSTI TU'TI ONAL AMENDMENT 

TO d e l e t e  A r t i c l e  ~ ' i h  i t s  e n t i r e t y ;  and t o  add a  new Sec t ion  20 and 
' 

Sec t ion  21 t o  A r t i c l e  I I  I o f  t h e  Nor thern  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  . t o  Resident Represen ta t i ve  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l  l l  o f  the  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
t o  read as f o l  lows: 

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  V o f  the Nor thern  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  

2 i s  hereby d e l e t e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  and a  new Sect ions 20 and 21 i s  hereby 

3 added t o  A r t i c l e  I l l ,  t o  read: 

4 "sec t ion  20. Resident  Represen ta t i ve  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  States.  A 

5 r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  s h a l l  be appointed by 

6 the Governor f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  (4) years t o  represen t  the  

7  Commonwealth i n  the  U n i t e d  S ta tes  and t o  p e r f o r m  those r e l a t e d  

8  d u t i e s  p rov ided  by law w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and consent o f  the  

9  L e g i s l a t u r e .  The Governor s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the 

10 appointment upon c o n f i r m a t i o n  by the  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  t h e  Un i ted  

1  I S ta tes  Department o f  State.  

12 " (a) .  Annual Report. The r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  shal  l 

13 
submit a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  by t h e  second Monday o f  January o f  

14 
each year  t o  the  governor  and l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  r e s i d e n t  

15 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  o f f i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p reced ing  year  

.I6 
and mat te rs  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  government o r  

people o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
17 

"(b).  Compensation. The r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  
I 8  

. an annual % s a l a r y  and reasonable a l~ lowance f o r  expenses p rov ided  
19 

by law. The s a l a r y  may n o t  be changed d u r i n g  a  te rm o f  o f f i c e .  

L L -  - T T : - -  - F  Lh,. 
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r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  gove rno r  s h a l l  

a p p o i n t  a  successo r  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

d  . Remova 1 .  The r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  may be removed on1 y  

f o r  cause and b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

members o f  each house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . ' '  

" S e c t i o n  21. ' E l e c t i o n  o f  Res iden t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

I f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas i s  g i v e n  a  n o n - v o t i n g  d e l e g a t e  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  

Congress o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  two yea rs . "  
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