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SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

of t h e  
NORTHERN NARIANA ISLANDS 

Convention H a l l  - House of  Taga 
Saipan,  CA 96950 

WTEENTH 

F r i d a y ,  J u l y  5 ,  1985 

The Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention o f  t h e  Nor thern  3 a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  9:35 a.m., F r i d a y ,  J u l y  5, 1985, i n  t h e  Convent ion 

- H a l l  - House o f  Taga, San V i c e n t e ,  Saipan,  Commonwealth of  t h e  Northern 
blar i a n a  I s l a n d s .  

The Honorable Herman T. Guer re ro ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

A moment of  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  o r  m e d i t a t i o n  was observed.  

The Convent ion S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and a l l  2 4  d e l e g a t e s  were 
p r e s e n t .  

S e c r e t a r v  Plabors: Mr- P r e s i d e n t ,  a l l  24 d e l e g a t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t ;  a  quorum 
is p r e s e n t  t o  conduc t  our  b u s i n e s s .  

p r e s i d e n t  H. GuerrerQ: W e  have a  quorum t o  conduc t  t h e  o r d e r  of 
b u s i n e s s .  F l o o r  Leader Lizama? 

F l o o r  w d e r  w: 14r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I inove t h a t  w e  adopt  t h e  9 t h  Day's 
J o u r n a l .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola seconded t h e  motion. 

p r e s i d e n t  H. GuerrerQ: I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  adopt  t h e  9 t h  
Day's J o u r n a l .  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  King? 

Kinq: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  l i k e  t o  a s k ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  
no o b j e c t i o n  from t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  t h a t  on page 156 where I made a  remark, I 
would l i k e  t o  ask  t h e  C h a i r  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  words a f t e r  t h e  "Convention." 
"The r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  is", t o  d e l e t e  t h e s e  words and s t a r t  w i t h  " a s  I 
ment ioned" . 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I f  no o b j e c t i o n ,  s o  o rdered .  

Kinq: Thank you. 

s i d e n t  H. GuerrerQ: D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  t lafnas? 

g e l e a a t e  I-: Thank you, Nr. P r e s i d e n t .  On Page 147, t h e  v e r y  bottom, 
I ask  t h a t  " o r d e r ~ w o r d s "  be changed t o  ' o ther  wordsn. On page 156, s t r i k e  
o u t ,  on t h e  f i f t h  l i n e ,  'And I d o n ' t  know". And on t h e  n e x t  l i n e ,  I a s k  
t h a t  t h e  word "s"  a l s o  b e  s t r i c k e n  o u t ;  and t h e  n e x t  l i n e ,  t h e  words " t o  
r e s e r v e  the' ,  s t r i k e  o u t  'to' and add 'and". Thank you. 

W e a a t e  I.!endiolq: No o b j e c t i o n .  
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: I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola  seconded  t h e  mot ion.  

P r e s i d e n t  H. m: I f  t h e r e  is n o  o b j e c t i o n  on D e l e g a t e  Mafnas '  
recommendation f o r  d e l e t i o n s  f rom t h e  j o u r n a l ,  s o  o r d e r e d .  

The mot ion t o  a d o p t  t h e  9 t h  Day 's  J o u r n a l  was c a r r i e d  by  v o i c e  v o t e .  

u e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  The 9 t h  Day 's  J o u r n a l  is adop ted .  

- 
k a a l  W o n  No- 2 1  

. . , r e g a r d i n g  P r o p o s a l  No. 51-85. 

U a a l  O ! ~ L U U X I  No. 25 
. . , r e g a r d i n g  Res idency ,  Domic i l e  and C i t i z e n s h i p .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gue-: I n  f r o n t  o f  you a l s o ,  you have  a c o u p l e  o f  l e g a l  
o p i n i o n s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P r o p o s a l  No. 51-85 and t h e  Res idency ,  Domic i l e  
a n d  C i t i z e n s h i p .  Are t h e r e  any  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h o s e ?  I f  none,  w e  w i l l  move 
on t o  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Committees.  Chairman Lizama? 

man Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Committee on Governmenta l  
I n s t i t u t i o n s  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t .  

n. G u e r u :  Chairman King? 

Chairman: The Committee o f  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  time. 

H. GuerrerQ:  Chairman Manglona? 

: The Committee o n  Loca l  Government h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  
r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  time. Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e w :  Chairman G u e r r e r o ?  

a n  Guer re ro :  Yes, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  y o u r  Committee o n  F i n a n c e  and 
O t h e r  t l a t t e r s  a l s o  h a s  no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Conven t ion  t o d a y .  

RODUCTION. F I R S T  AND -L OF PROPOSU 

n t  8 .  G u e r r e r ~ :  I b e l i e v e  we p a s s e d  o u t  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  
p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  were  s u b m i t t e d  l a s t  Tuesday.  I f  you d o n ' t  have  a copy,  
j u s t  l e t  u s  know. 

OM] AND FINAL READING OP PROPOSALS 

tee Recolnmendation NO. 7: A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
TO AMEtm ARTICLE X V I I I ,  SECT1014 2 ( a )  TO REQUIRE TRAT VOTERS BE ASKED 
WITHIN TEN YEARS WHETHER THERE SHOULD BE ANOTHER CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION. " 
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n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors t o  read  
Committee Recommendation No. 7. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Convention S e c r e t a r y  Nabors read  Committee 
Recommendatiod No. 7 i n  its e n t i r e t y .  

e n t  H. Guer re lp :  Is t h e r e  any motion t o  adopt  t h i s ?  

Q e l e a a t e  DL. Guerrero:  I s o  move. 

- S e c r e t a r y  Nabors seconded t h e  motion. 

B e l e a a t e  u: I.1r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I am i n  o r d e r  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  a n  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gu-: Before  I recognize  you, Chairman King, a motion 
h a s  been  made t o  adopt  Committee Recommendation No. 7 on Second and F i n a l  
Reading. D i s c u s s i o n s ?  Chairman Kinq? 

D e l e a a t e  Kinq: I am making a motion t o  t h e  amendment. I 
P r e s i d e n t  H. GuerrerQ: Is t h e r e  any second t o  Chairman Ring ' s  motion? 

There  was a second t o  t h e  motion. I 
p r e s i d w  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  I t  h a s  been moved and seconded. I 

t e  Manalona: P o i n t  o f  in format ion .  Can I r e q u e s t  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  commit tee  recommendation b e  g i v e n  
t o  e a c h  d e l e g a t e  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k e  o u t s  and a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h a t  recommenda- 
t ion? i 

I 
P r e s i d e n t  H. w r e r q :  What committee recommendation a r e  you t a l k i n g  I 

about?  I 

I 
D e l e a a t e  14-: Well, h e ' s  j u s t  t e l l i n g  whiah l i n e  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  and 
what words t o  add i n .  I would l i k e  t o  have a copy o f  t h e  way t h e y  
a c t u a l l y  want it amended. 

B e s i d e n t  H. G u u r e r o :  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is a normal fo rmat  f o r  a n  
amendment--a f l o o r  amendment. 

D e l e s a t e  DL. Cuer re rp :  Q u e s t i o n .  I 

I 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Chairman Guerrero? 

U a a t e  QL, Gu-: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I wonder -- is t h i s  a commit tee 's  
recommendation a t  t h i s  time, recommending f o r  a n  amendment, o r  is t h i s  an  
i n d i v i d u a l  d e l e g a t e  o f f e r i n g  a n  amendment on t h e  f l o o r  d u r i n g  t h e  second 
and F i n a l  Reading? 

w e n t  H. G u m :  T h i s  is an  i n d i v i d u a l  amendment. J u s t  f o r  a p o i n t  
o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  The minu te  any chairman submi t s  a r e p o r t  and t h e  Cha i r  
a c c e p t s  it, i t ' s  no l o n g e r  a p r o p e r t y  of  t h e  committee.  I t  becomes t h e  
p r o p e r t y  of t h e  Convention. T h e r e f o r e ,  Chairman King is o n l y  making a 
recommendation a s  a d e l e g a t e  n o t  a s  chairman o f  h i s  committee.  
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e a a t e  DL. Gue-: Yes, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  s i n c e  Chairman King is t h e  
chairman of h i s  committee who is s u b m i t t i n g  t h i s  f i n a l  language on  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  of  t h i s  amendment i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I t h i n k  it h a s  t o  be t h e  
g e n e r a l  consensus  o f  t h e  commit tee  and s a n c t i o n e d  by t h e  committee b e f o r e  
Chairman K i n g - o f f e r  it on t h e  f l o o r .  

D e l e a a t e  Kinq: NO, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

P r e s i d e n + g :  The Committee Recommendation No. 7 f o r  Second and 
F i n a l  Reading is n o t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and 

- N a t u r a l  Resources.  It 's t h e  p r o p e r t y  of  t h e  Convention: t h e r e f o r e ,  
Chairman King is o n l y  -- o r  I should  p r o b a b l y  j u s t  r e f e r  him a s  D e l e g a t e  
King because  h e ' s  making a n  amendment a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Convention n o t  
a s  a  chairman o f  t h a t  committee. 

Deleaate G u e r r e ~ p :  I do  unders tand  t h a t ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  o n l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  i f  t h e  commit tee  f i n d s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  
v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  amendment may n o t  be  t h e  b e s t  s u i t e d  language 
t h a t  t h e  committee i tself  should  come up w i t h  t h a t ,  o t h e r w i s e  I d o n ' t  have 
any q u a r r e l  i f  t h i s  is j u s t  a  s i n g l e  d e l e g a t e ' s  amendment a g a i n  t o  be 
e n t e r t a i n e d  on t h e  f l o o r .  W e  c a n  p roceed  w i t h  it. But I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l anguage  h a s  been reviewed by h i s  committee,  t h e n  I would 
a g r e e  t h a t  it 's probab ly  t h e  b e s t  l anguage  t h a t  h a s  t o  b e  amended a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  

w e n t  H. Gu-: Probab ly  you a r e  c o r r e c t ,  Chairman Guer re ro ,  t h a t  
D e l e g a t e  King might n o t  be  t h e  b e s t  p e r s o n  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  recommendation, 
b u t  he is o f f e r i n g  it a s  a  d e l e g a t e  n o t  a s  chairman o f  h i s  committee. 
Chairman King? 

U e a a t e  Kinq: I was j u s t  go ing  t o  s a y  l i k e  t h a t ,  blr. P r e s i d e n t .  Thank 
you. 

-siden+ H. Guer re ro :  D e l e g a t e  Flanglona? 

w t e  M a n a m .  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  I unders tand  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
D e l e g a t e  King. While h i s  i n t e n t i o n  is good, I t h i n k  t h e  wording t h a t  he  
p roposes  does  n o t  c a r r y  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n  c l e a r l y .  And I t h i n k  i f  t h i s  f l o o r  
wants t o  amend it t o  r e f l e c t  h i s  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h e y  should  reword it i n  
a n o t h e r  way. And I ' m  look ing  h e r e  a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  Hawaii and t h e i r  
wording, I t h i n k ,  b e t t e r  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n .  I t  s a y s ,  a s  fo l lows :  
" I f  any  9-year p e r i o d  s h a l l  e l a p s e  s h o u l d  which t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  
have been s u b m i t t e d ,  t h e  Lt.  Governor s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  be 
vo ted  on a t  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of  s u c h  
per iod."  Although t h e  d e t a i l s  a r e  n o t  i n  l i n e ,  t h e  i d e a  is t h e r e  and I 
t h i n k  t h i s  shou ld  be, maybe, r e s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  committee f o r  b e t t e r  
wording i n  a  way t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i d e n t i f y  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  
c l e a r l y .  

I 
Eresiden+ H. Gue-: D e l e g a t e  Manglona, j u s t  f o r  a  p o i n t  of  informa- 
t i o n .  T h i s  document is n o t  a  document o f  t h e  committee anymore, it 
be longs  t o  t h e  Convention a s  a  whole. I t  has  been adopted a l r e a d y .  

I -ate E n :  Y e s ,  b u t  I ' m  moving t o  resubmi t  it. 
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i d e n t  H. m: To resubmi t  i t ?  !Je a l r e a d y  adopted  it. Delega te  
Maf nas?  

v: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  Can we proceed and d e b a t e  on t h e  
q u e s t  ion? 

P r e s i d e n t  A. Gu-: D i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  f r i e n d l y  amendment by D e l e g a t e  
King? 

Dele-: Q u e s t i o n .  - 
P r e s i d e n t  A. G-: D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e a a t e  rZBfaES: Why is t h i s  amendment f r i e n d l y ?  

B e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  D e l e g a t e  King? 

Deleaate Kinq: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  J u s t  l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i n c e  
Mr. G u e r r e r o  o r  D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  I ' m  t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  
Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  s o  what h e ' s  p o i n t i n g  
o u t ,  you know, v e r y  e a r l i e r  s o  t h a t ' s  why I p u t  it as * f r i e n d l y  amendmentn 
s o  t h o s e  k i n d s  of  misunders tand ing  perhaps  would n o t  b e  i n t r u d e d  t o  me, so 
however, f r i e n d l y  h e r e  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  b e  accorded t o  m e  a t  t h i s  time. So 
t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  * f r i e n d l y  amendment' s i n c e  I am t h e  Chairman of  t h e  
P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  I ' m  t h e  one who's go ing  t o  o f f e r  it 
as  a d e l e g a t e  amendment t o  t h e  Convention. 

Q c ~ D Q P ~ ~ ~ :  Next, w i l l  you k i n d l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  
Committee Recommendation No. 7 and t h e  f r i e n d l y  amendment? D i s t i n g u i s h  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  

I e Kinq: The f r i e n d l y  amendment is from myself a s  a d e l e g a t e .  

-: W i l l  you d i s t i n g u i s h  or e x p l a i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  why are 
you s t r i k i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  Recommendation No. 7 l i n e s  10 and 11 and why a r e  
you i n s e r t i n g  it? w h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

w e  Kim: The r a t i o n a l e  between t h e s e  two is j u s t  as I s t a t e d  i n  t h e  
w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f r i e n d l y  amendment. I t  s a y s  t h a t  -- you know, it's 
c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h e r e  why I o f f e r  s u c h  a n  amendment. 

I n t  H. G u m :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas, a r e  you f i n i s h e d ?  

a a t e  M a f n a :  No, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I ' l l  y i e l d  t o  t h e  n e x t  member; t h e  
answer is n o t  c l e a r .  

2-H.: D e l e g a t e  Nabors? 

Nab-: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I would l i k e  t o  have a 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  i f  I c o u l d ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  The proposed amendment would 
s t r i k e  i n  its e n t i r e t y  l i n e  10. According t o  my copy of  Proposa l  76-85, 
l i n e  1 0  does  n o t  conform t o  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  i n  t h e  proposed f r i e n d l y  
amendment. L ine  1 0  s a y s :  "Amendments proposed by 1985 C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convent ion and a s  p rov ided  by law," c o n t i n u i n g  on t o  l i n e  11. I f  w e  were 
t o  s t r i k e  t h a t ,  it d o e s  n o t  appear  t o  me t o  accomplish t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
sought .  Can I have a c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  p l e a s e ?  
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s u c h  a s  t h i s  b u t  would have 1 5  minutes  t o  speak on t h a t  motion. we a r e  
n o t  fo l lowing  t h a t  r u l e .  I am i n  f a v o r  of t h e  amendment and I am p r e p a r e d  
t o  vo te .  Thank you. 

u e s i d e n t  8. GU-: D e l e g a t e  Pangel  inan?  

: Can I j u s t  g e t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n ?  What t h e  amendment 
e x p l a i n s  h e r e  would have been t h e  same i f  t h e  v o t e r s  had vo ted  'no' f o r  
t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  convene, t h a t  means t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
t h e r e  is no l o n g e r  e f f e c t i v e  j u s t  l i k e  what Mr. King had s t a t e d  i n  h i s  

-amendment. I f  we had vo ted  "no" f o r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention t o  
convene t o  make proposed amendments, t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  h e r e  under (a )  which 
e x a c t l y  f o l l o w s  t h e  same language  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  committee r e p o r t  would 
have l e f t  t h e  v o t e r s  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  o p t i o n  b u t  ( c )  and ( d l .  Right?  

U a a t e  King.: Right .  

aeleaate_eanaelinan: Okay, I unders tand .  Thank you. 

-t H. Guer-: Any f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

v: I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

D e l e g a t e  Villagomez seconded t h e  motion. 

e n t  H. m: I t  h a s  been moved and seconded f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
q u e s t  ion.  

The motion t o  adopt  t h e  f r i e n d l y  amendment o f f e r e d  by D e l e g a t e  King 
was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

President H. -: D i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  main motion? 

D e l e g a t e  DL. G u e r r e r o  moved f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  and D e l e g a t e  
Lizama seconded t h e  m o t  ion .  

U e n t  H. -: I t  h a s  been moved and seconded. Roll c a l l ,  
S e c r e t a r y  Nabors. 

The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  motion f o r  a d o p t i o n  
of  Committee Recommendation No. 7 ,  as amended, on Second and F i n a l  Reading 
was c a r r i e d  by 24 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

p r e s i d g n t  H. G m :  Committee Recommendation No. 7 is unanimously 
adopted a s  amended. 

U T R O D U I O N  OF B E S C U D I O N  AND REPERRAL 

None - 
None 
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OF THE DM 

None 

W E R A L  0-S OF THE DAX 

None 

- - 
&g&jg& H. GUP-: Delegate Villagomez? 

@ l e a a t e  V m :  Thank you, Mr. P re s iden t .  I j u s t  want t o  congratu- 
l a t e  t h e  Convention f o r  having adopted t h e  f i r s t  proposal  t o  be presented 
t o  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  November. Thank you. 

p r e s u  ri. Guerr-: Thank you, Delegate Villagomez. Any o t h e r  
miscel laneous bus iness?  Delegate Nabors? 

I)eleaate _Nabors: Thank you, Mr. P re s iden t .  Mr. P re s iden t  and col leagues ,  
I want t o  t a k e  t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  express  my s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  
o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Criminal J u s t i c e  Planning Agency of t h e  Northern Mariana 
I s l ands  f o r  what I cons ider  t o  be a comprehensive s tudy of t h e  Jury  System 
s i n c e  it was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth i n  1978 through !fay 1985. 
This  was a s u b j e c t  of Miscellaneous Communication 7 t h a t  was passed ou t  
e a r l i e r  of t h e  week. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  commend Mr. Edward C. 
Deleon Guerrero and Mr. Richard Shewman who is t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  
agency. The bottom l i n e  of t h i s  s tudy shows t h a t  notwithstanding a c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s ,  our  jury  system seems t o  be func- 
t i o n i n g  q u i t e  wel l ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a s  an a t t o r n e y ,  I am g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
j u d i c i a l  system i n  t h e  Marianas is working. I, t h e r e f o r e ,  Mr. P re s iden t ,  
would l i k e  t o  extend my g r a t i t u d e  again  t o  Mr. Edward C. Deleon Guerrero 
and t o  Mr. Richard Shewman f o r  t h e i r  f i n e  s tudy.  

Secondly, Mr. P re s iden t ,  I would l i k e  t o  d e a l  with a mat te r  t h a t  is t h e  
a n t i t h e s i s  and s t a t e  my extreme d i s p l e a s u r e  a t  no t  being allowed t o  ask 
ques t ions  i n  a pub l i c  hearing held i n  t h i s  Chamber on Wednesday (nigapna) . 
To me, I cons ider  t h i s  a put  down and an embarrassment. I was e l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  same manner a s  anyone e l s e  i n  t h i s  Chamber and I demand t o  be t r e a t e d  
equa l ly  and be g iven  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  I might 
have, i f  I ' m  t o  r ep resen t  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  who e l e c t e d  m e  and I do not  wish 
t o  have t h i s  r ep resen ta t ion  deminish i n  any form. I can  only say ,  Mr. 
Pres ident ,  and t o  my opinion,  t h e  cour t e sy  ought t o  be extended t o  each 
d e l e g a t e  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  each d e l e g a t e  is capable  of asking h i s  own 
ques t ions  and should not  be t o l d  t o  pass  your ques t ions  t o  a committee 
member and t h a t  committee member w i l l  answer your ques t ion .  I want t h a t  
very c l e a r .  I brought t h i s  mat te r  up t o  c l e a r  t h e  a i r .  I d o n ' t  have any 
animosity o r  any i l l - w i l l  f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  anybody. But I want t o  repre-  
s e n t  t h e  people of Tin ian  and I d o n ' t  want anyone t o  t r y  and s h o r t  c i r c u i t  
t h e  r ep resen ta t  ion. 

Now, Mr. P re s iden t ,  on another  ma t t e r ,  I ' m  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  Committee on 
Personal  Rights  and Natural  Resources f o r  t h e  c o u r t e s i e s  extended t o  me i n  
d i scuss ing  var ious  measures be fo re  t h a t  committee t h a t  were no t  i n  t h e  

---_-. --.- . -- .___.__---_ -. _ _  - , 
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committee 's  view meri ted of  p u t t i n g  on t h e  f l o o r .  These measures were 
3-85, concerning t h e  Marianas Publ ic  Land Corpora t ions ;  62-85, r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  Chamorro/Carolinian Educat ional  Program; 64-85 t h a t  would p r o h i b i t  t h e  
s e l l i n g  of homesteads; 111-85 t h a t  would remove r e s t r i c t i o n s  on s e l l i n g  of 
p r i v a t e  propet ty ;  139-85 wi th  regard t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  vote ;  149-85 t h a t  
would e s t a b l i s h  monetary l i m i t  t o  d e a t h s  and i n j u r i e s ;  150-85, r e l a t i n g  t o  
e l e c t i o n  procedures; and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one a d d i t i o n a l  proposa l  t h a t  
we a l s o  d iscussed .  

Now wi th  regard  t o  Proposal  3-85, I wish t o  a d v i s e  my co l l eagues  t h a t  t h i s  
- is a proposa l  concerning t h e  abolishment  of MPLC and t r a n s f e r r i n g  of its 

func t ions  t o  t h e  Department of Land Management. I ' ve  had t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t o  d i s c u s s  wi th  s e v e r a l  of my co l l eagues  of  t h i s  ma t t e r  t h a t  is of  s e r i o u s  
concern t o  many, many people and I am happy t o  r e p o r t ,  Mr. P re s iden t ,  t h a t  
we have reached, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  meeting of t h e  minds wherein it would no 
longer  be necessary  t o  cons ide r  3-85. And i n  f a c t ,  we have, I be l i eve ,  
agreed on a compromise t h a t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  a l l  concerns t h a t  I have wi th  
r e spec t  t o  t h e  Marianas Publ ic  Land Corporat ions.  And I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
power of compromise and I f e e l  t h a t  each of u s  a r e  going t o  have t o  do 
t h i s  i f  w e  a r e  t o  make any progress .  

R e l a t i v e  t o  Delega te  Proposal  149-85, t h e  proposa l  concerning t h e  e l i g i b i -  
l i t y  t o  vo t e ,  t h e  Attorney General and I a r e  working on a language t h a t  we 
b e l i e v e  w i l l  meet my concerns t h a t  pu t  some a d d i t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  concerning vot ing  e l i g i b i l i t y .  I j u s t  rece ived  a c a l l  from 
t h e  Attorney General t h i s  morning t h a t  we a r e  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  l a t e r  today 
and hopefu l ly  have t h a t  language back t o  t h e  committee sometimes today o r  
tomor row. 

However, Mr. P re s iden t ,  I do have some s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  concerning two 
o t h e r  proposals .  One being t h e  s e l l i n g  of homestead lands .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  homestead program was designed t o  provide  land  t o  t h e  l a n d l e s s ,  a 
method by which a person could o b t a i n  p u b l i c  land  on which he could house 
h i s  family,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  is a noble  express ion  of s o c i e t y ' s  
g e n e r o s i t y  t o  t h o s e  among u s  who a r e  l e s s  fo r tuna t e .  But a l o g i c a l  exten-  
s i o n  of t h i s  phi losophy d i c t a t e s  t h a t  some p r o h i b i t i o n  should be placed on 
people  making p r o f i t s  from p u b l i c  domain, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  would de- 
f e a t  ou r  purpose of provid ing  land  t o  t h e  l a n d l e s s  i f  w e  were t o  con t inue  
t o  permit  t h o s e  people  t o  sel l  t h e i r  homesteads a s  soon a s  t hey  g e t  a 
deed. 

R e l a t i v e  t o  Delega te  Proposal  62-85 t h a t  would r e q u i r e  a Chamorro/Caroli- 
n i an  Educat ional  Program t o  be a p a r t  of our  educa t iona l  cur r icu lum i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  is an  i d e n t i c a l  proposa l  taken  from t h e  S t a t e  of  Hawaii 's 
Cons t i t u t i on .  I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  any s t a t e  c o n s i d e r s  a ma t t e r  
of t h i s  na tu re  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ma t t e r ,  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we, i n  good 
conscience,  can  say  t h a t  i t 's  merely a l e g i s l a t i v e  one. I be l i eve ,  Mr. 
P re s iden t ,  a s  some c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  have s a i d  t h a t  a C o n s t i t u t i o n  is 
an embodiment of p o l i t i c a l  va lues  t h a t  people c h e r i s h  and t h e  g o a l s  t hey  
hope t o  achieve. We a l l  know t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  programs can  be changed 
a t  any t ime,  bu t  once it becomes a p a r t  of our  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  our  Legis la -  
t u r e  is ob l iga t ed  t o  fund it and t h e  Executive is ob l iga t ed  t o  implement 
it. And it is i n  my opin ion ,  a l s o  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  world, t h a t  we c a r e  
enough about  our  Chamorro/Carolinian h e r i t a g e ,  c u l t u r e  and t r a d i t i o n s  t o  
recognize  them i n  our  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and n o t i c e  t o  t h e  world t h a t  no man 
should t r e a d  upon t h i s  s ac red  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Thank you, Mr. Pres ident .  


















