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Dear M r .  Chairman:  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  197-85 p r o p o s e s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  which  would e x t e n d  membership i n  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  R e t i r e m e n t  Fund t o  f e d e r a l  gove rn -  
ment employees  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 

I n  1980 ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e n s i o n  p l a n  
f o r  government  employees  of t h e  CNMI and  t h e  p u b l i c  co rpo-  
r a t i o n s .  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Government employees  
were a l s o  made e l i g i b l e  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  program. 7jThilel 
c u r r e n t  , r ,  -, > ? r e t i r e m e n t  ....,.. !;law ' d o e s ' , n o t  p e r m i t  membership -.. . , .  _ .. by . ._ . employees  _ . 
of , , the. ; ,United states;,  government  , : ; p r i o r f s e r v i c e  ( i .  e . ,  s e r v i c e  
p e r f o r m e d , i n  t h e ~ 0 r t h e r r i ' ~ a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  p r i o r  t o  O c t o b e r  l , ,  
1980) '  . , may-..be, , c r e d i t e d  . i f  ... t h e  employee s u b s e q u e n t l y  . . . - , ,  worked t , , :fqr 

and  became .:a Fund .member ),..:qP-,t he  ..CNMI . o r  ..T TG, 
* -a .-c: .... > ... ... ..-3.. .A<:. A. *..., <L>,A-- ,  ,,..,.,..<. 

The r e t i r e m e n t  program is  a f a i r l y  young p e n s i o n  p l a n  t h a t  
n e e d s  c o n t i n u o u s  n u r t u r i n g .  I t  is f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  I 
would p r e f e r  t o  see it rema in  a s u b j e c t  of  l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Thank you f o r  g i v i n g  o u r  o f f i c e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment 
on t h e  r e f e r e n c e d  p r o p o s a l .  


