
CABLE A D D R E S S  
GOV. NMI S A I P A N  

Delegate Lorenzo I. Guerrero 
Chairman, Committee on Finance and 

Other Clatters 
Second Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

Convention 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Chairman Guerrero: 

Thank you f o r  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  comnent on the  var ious  delegate proposals 
t h a t  a r e  schedul ed f o r  tomorrow's pub1 i c  hear ing.  The f o l  1  owi ng comments 
are  submit ted f o r  you r  cons idera t ion  and del i bera t i on :  

1. Proposal 165-85: 

This  proposal woul d  g rave ly  impact the government's capaci ty t o  
d e l i v e r y  serv ices .  There have been and w i l l  be events i n  the  f u t u r e  
where p u b l i c  se rv i ces  can b e s t  be d e l i v e r e d  through the  use o f  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  f a c i  1  i t i e s .  

The e f f e c t  o f  cas ino gambling w i l l  be Comrnon~~ealth-wide, t o  pe rm i t  
anyone o f  the  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  impose t h i s  aga ins t  the wishes and 
des i res  o f  any o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  would impact upon the  r i g h t s  
o f  o the r  i n d i v i d u a l  s  due, t o  the  Comnlonweal th-w ide  impact. 

3. Proposal 196-85: 

Th is  cou ld  be a  bas is  o f  avoidance o f  taxes by most businesses. I 
coul d  foresee every business assoc ia t i on  w i  t h i n  t h e  Commonweal t h  
hav i  ng a  f i  s  h i  ng o r  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  cooperat i  ves purpose. On1 y 
government c rea ted cooperat ives o r  corpora t ions  should be exempt 
f rom taxes and o n l y  them on a  case-by-case basis  and by l e g i s l a t i o n  
on ly .  

3. Proposal 197-85: 

The t r u e  Federal err~pl oyees have t h e i r  own re t i r emen t  system. 
Therefore, j o i n i n g  the  CNMI system would n o t  b e n e f i t  them. The so 
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ca l led  Federal Employees - Those who a re  actual ly  local employees 
whose employment costs is reimbursed w i t h  Federal Grant funds 
have the r i gh t  t o  join the CNMI retirement system presently. 

5. Proposal 223-85: 

A1 though the i n t en t  of this proposal has merit ,  i t could be best  
address through the normal l eg i s l a t i ve  procedure. 

Proposal 224-85: 

The Delegate proposal is t o  add a new section t o  Ar t ic le  X of the 
Consti tution,  b u t  not necessari ly t o  be labeled "Section 5." 

The basic fundamental element i n  financing a government t o  r u n  i s  
through imposition of taxes. The l eg i s l a to r s  who a r e  the 
representative of the people must be able to implement appropriate 
taxes as deem necessary. 

7 .  Proposal 229-85: 

No comments. 

Thank you 

Si ncerel y , 

Acti ng ~ p e c i  a1 Assistant  
fo r  Planning and Budgeti ng 

cc: SAPLR 


