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D u r i n g  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m i s c e l  laneous bus iness  which f o 1  lowed, T i n i a n  
De lega te  W i l l i a m  Nabors read f r o m  a  p r i n t e d  s ta tement  wh ich he had d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  delegate: and o t h e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  sess ion.  De legate  Nabors a i r e d  h i s  concerns 
t h a t  he had g e n  a l l o w e d  t o  speak d u r i n g  a  Wednesday h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  Committee on 
~ o v e r n m e n t a i h ~ n s t i  t u t i o n s .  De legate  Nabors s a i d  t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  Commi t t e e  had 
n o t  a1 iowed him t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  o f  w i tnesses.  (De lega te  Nabors i s  n o t  a  member o f  
t h e  commit tee.)  The C h a i r  s t a t e d  t h a t  any d e l e g a t e  who i s  n o t  a  member o f  a  
s u b s t a n t i v e  commit tee who i s  c o n d u c t i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  cannot  deliland t h a t  he be 
a l l o w e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  The c h a i r  f u r t h e r  urged a l l  chairmen t o  ex tend and accord  
c o u r t e s y  t o  a l l  d e l e g a t e s  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  who a r e  n o t  members o f  t h e i r  respec ted  
commit tee.  Committee Chairman Juan Lizama observed d u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  h e -  
p r e f e r r e d  non-committee members t e s t i f y  d u r i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  q u e s t i o n  
wi tnesses.  Convent ion P r e s i d e n t  Herman T. Guerrero  urged t h a t  de lega tes  g i v e  each 
o t h e r  t h e  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment on m a t t e r s  b e i n g  cons ide red  b y  t h e  
Convent ion and urged t h a t  " r i gh teousness  and p e r s o n a l i t y  problems" be parked o u t s i d e  
t h e  door.  Saipan Delegate  Jesus 'Mafnas was among those  commenting on t h e  m a t t e r ,  
s a y i n g  he would v o t e  a g a i n s t  any p roposa l  he d o e s n ' t  have a  say i n .  Mafnas was 
among members who commented t h a t  some w i tnesses  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  have been 
i l l - p r e p a r e d .  Saipan Delegate  Juan Lizama r e g i s t e r e d  a  s i m i l a r  comp la in t .  
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A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m i s c e l  laneous bus iness,  t h e  sess ion  ad jou rned  a t  
.. , . ., 

?. ) 
.,I . +, ' I a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10:45 a.m. 

The morn ing s e s s i o n  g o t  underway a t  9:35 a.m. w i t h  a l l  24 de lega tes  p r e s e n t .  
The Convent ion Journa l  f o r  t h e  9 t h  day was adopted by  v o i c e  vo te .  There were no 
commit tee r e p o r t s .  S e c r e t a r y  W i l l i a m  Nabors o f  T i n i a n  read  a  proposed amendment t o  
A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  2 (a )  wh ich would " r e q u i r e  t h a t  v o t e r s  be asked w i t h i n  t e n  
y e a r s  whether  t h e r e  shou ld  be ano the r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven t ion . "  The amendment had 
been e a r l i e r  passed on f i r s t  r e a d i n g  and had been approved b y  t h e  Committee on 
Personal  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources. T i n i a n  Delegate  Esteven K-i ng o f f e r e d  a  
f r i e n d l y  amendment t o  t h e  p roposa l ,  w i t h  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  " t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
comprehensive r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  would be guaranteed permanent ly  ... As t h e  
( p r o p o s a l )  i s  p r e s e n t l y  worded, t h e  mandatory submiss ion o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  
v o t e r s  would e x p i r e  i n  t e n  y e a r s  u n l e s s  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  amended aga-in. I f  t h e  
v o t e r s  s a i d  ' n o ' ,  o r  i f  a  new c o n v e n t i o n  d i d  n o t  amend t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e  p u b l i c  
t h e n  would have t o  depend on e i t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  o r d e r  f o r  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  be amended o r  a  c o ~ s t a t a n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  c a l l e d . "  The 
dQegates unanimously adopted the fawdment ,  on second and f i n a l  r e a d i n g  on a  24-0 

%I/  '%i$b+ee vote ,  w i t h  Saipan d e l e g a t e  Ramon V i  11 agomez c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  Convent ion on 
a d o p t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p roposa l  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  November 
e l e c t i o n .  


