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SECOlJD COIJSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

of t h e  
NORTHERN P!ARIAI\IA ISLANDS 

Convent ion  H a l l  - House of Taga 
S a i p a n ,  CM 96950 

TWENTY-FIRST DAY 

I Monday, J u l y  8 ,  1985 

The Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convetlt ion of  t h e  Florthern i I a r i ana  I s l - ands  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  2:20 p.m., Monday, J u l y  8 ,  1985,  n t  t h e  C o n v c r t i o n  
H a l l  - House of  Taga, San V i c e n t e ,  S a i p a n ,  Commonwealth of  t h c  Nor the rn  
Mariana I s l a n d s .  

I The 1:onorable Herman T. G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  

I A moment o f  s i l e n t  p r a y e r  o r  m e d i t a t i o n  was obse rved .  

I The Convent ion  S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and a l l  24 d e l e g a t e s  were 
p r e s e n t .  

I S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  24 d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  14. G u e r r a ~ :  We have a m a j o r i t y  and a  quorum t o  conduc t  t h e  
Order  of B u s i n e s s .  F l o o r  Leader  Lizama? 

A D O P T I O N  OF JOURNALS 

F l o o r  Leader  Lizarna: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  we a d o p t  t h e  1 0 t h  Day ' s  
J o u r n a l .  

D e l e g a t e  Mendiola  seconded t h e  motion.  

P r e s i d e n t  N. Gu~r- .? ro :  I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  a d o p t  t h e  1 0 t h  
Day ' s  J o u r n a l .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  one  t h a t ' s  b e i n g  p a s s e d  o u t ,  t h e  
Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  2 0 t h  Day. Would you l i k e  :-s c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a l s o ?  

I 
Leader  Lizaqa :  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i t ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  i f  I ' v e  s e e n  

it I w i l l  move _' J .  ;.ts a d o p t i o n  a s  w e l l .  I 
P r e s i t . .  L- 2. G u e r r e r o :  Yes. 

F l o o r  Leader  Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would move t h a t  we a d o p t  a l s o  t h e  
Summary J o u r n a l .  

D e l e g a t e  blendiola  seconded t h e  mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  E. Guer re ro :  I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  a d o p t  b o t h  t h e  
1 0 t h  Day's  J o u r n a l  and t h e  20 th  Day ' s  Summary J o u r n a l .  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  
B e f o r e  we v o t e ,  unde r  t h e  Summary J o u r n a l ,  any  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Committee 
R e p o r t  1 5  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  Commit.tee Recommendation. 

The re  b e i n g  no  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  motion t o  a d o p t  t h e  1 0 t h  Day ' s  J o u r n a l  
. and t h e  20 th  Day ' s  Summary J o u r n a l  was c a r r i e d  by a  v o i c e  v o t e .  

I CONEIUNICATIONS 

1 None 
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J u l y  8 ,  1985  

COI~IMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee Recommendation No. 1 8 ,  f rom t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  
and N a t u r a l  Resources ,  recommending f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  Nos. 
80-85 and  101-85, amendments t o  S e c t i o n  1 of  A r t i c l e  V I I I  of t h e  C o n s t i t t i -  
t i o n  r e g z r d i n y  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  k!. G u e r r e u :  Chairman Lizama? 

Chairnian Lizama: rlr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Committee on G o v e r ~ m e n t a l  I n s t  i t u -  
t i o n s  h a s  no  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  s u b m i t .  

P r e s i d e n t  M. G u e r r e r o :  Chairman Manglona? 

Chairman Eanalonq:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  you r  Committee on Loca l  Government h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t o d a y .  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Chairman G u e r r e r o ?  

c h a i r m a n  DL. G u e r r e r ~ :  Y e s ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  you r  Commit tee ,  of  c o u r s e ,  
l ikewise h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h i s  Convent ion  t o d a y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Chairman King? 

C h a i r n a n  Rinq:  Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  The Committee on P e r s o n a l  
R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Conven t ion ,  
Committee Recommendat i o n  No. 18 .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Can you r e s t a t e  your  s t a t e m e n t ?  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
t h a t .  

c h a i r m a n  Kinq: The Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  
would l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Convent ion ,  Committee Recommendation No. 1 8 .  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  G u e r r e r o :  Can you r e a d  t h e  t i t l e  of  Committee Recommendation 
No. 1 8 ?  Excuse me, w e ' l l  c a i r y  t h a t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  Orde r  o f  B u s i n e s s .  We'll 
g e t  t o  r ead  i , . A L ~ r i n g  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  F i r s t  Reading.  

Ch; s ..,~n King: Okay, t hank  you. 

P r e s i d e n t  13, G u e r r e r o :  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  o f  commi t t ee s?  

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING AND REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS - 

Committee Recommendation No. 18 :  "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIOIJAL AMENDMENT 
TO AMEND ARTICLE V I I I ,  SECTION 1 TO CHANGE THE DAY OF THE REGULAR GENERAL 
ELECTION TO SATURDAY." 

. . 

P r e s i d e n t  A.  Gue r re ro :  Chairman King? 

Chairman IZinq: Committee Recommendation No. 1 8  is t o  amend A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  
S e c t i o n  1, t o  change  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  S a t u r d a y .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Thank you. 
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SECOPID AfJD F I N A L  R E A D I N G  OF PROPOSALS 

Committee Recommendation bl : "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMEEml.lENT 1 TO AMEND A R T I C L E  X V I I I  , SECTIO:*5::) TO ALLOW PROPOSED AIlEEIDMEMTS TO BE 

I R A T I F I E D  IN A SPECIAL ELECTION." 

P r e s i d e n t  H ,  G c e r r e r o :  Under Second and F i n a l  Readinq of P r o p o s a l s ,  w e  
have  Committee Recommendation Pie. 16.  Can I c a l l  on t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  r e a d  
t h e  t i t l e  o r  t h e  p roposed  amendment? 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Mabors r e a d  Committee Recommendation No. 1 5  
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  King? 

I D e l e q a t e  Kinq: I move t h a t  we a d o p t  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6  on 
Second and  F i n a l  Reading.  

D e l e g a t e  Mundo seconded  t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  E. G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  moved and seconded  t o  a d o p t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  t o  amend A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  5 ( a )  t o  a l l o w  p ro -  
posed  amendments t o  be  r a t i f i e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  D i s c u s s i o n s ?  
F l o o r  Leader  Lizama? 

F l o o r  Leader  Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  a p roposed  amendment t o  
Committee Recommendation No. 16  which h a s  a l r e a d y  been  p a s s e d  o u t  t o  e v e r y  
d e l e g a t e  and t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  amendment i s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  r a t i f y i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments and  t o  
make it s e p a r a t e  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and a l s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a t  l e a s t  
60  d a y s  f o r  : k e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t o  have  a view on t h e  p roposed  amendments 
b u t  t h e  g e l , r Y r i l  p u b l i c  a l s o  w i l l  n o t  have t o  w a i t .  They would n o t  have  t o  
w a i t  f o r  more t h a n  a y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r a t i f y  t h e  amendments. And I g u e s s  I ' m  t h i n p i - g  t h a t  t h e  p roposed  amend- 
ment t o  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6  w i l l  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
a p roblem i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Z-.,d t h e  one  t h a t  I ' m  f o r e s e e i n g ,  t h e  problem 
t h a t  I ' m  f r  . e ing  is t h a t  it migh t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  n e x t  10  y e a r s .  I t  is 
v e r y  PC? _ d  o r  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  a p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  may b e  c a l l e d  f o r ,  
f ,  stance, n e x t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  And i f  t h a t  
i s  t h e  c a s e ,  it  means t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  might  have  a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Conven t ion  and t h e n  when it comes t o  r a t i f y i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Conven t ion ,  t h e  p e o p l e  would have  t o  w a i t  two y e a r s  t i m e  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  
amendments. And s o  I d o n ' t  know; it c o u l d  b e  j u s t  a minor c o n c e r n ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  some th ing  t o  c o n s i d e r .  And i f  I may a s k  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p roposed  amendment based  on i t s  i n t e n t ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t  w e  c o u l d  a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  s e p a r a t i n g . . .  

P e l e w t e  Mafnag: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  of o r d e r .  
. . 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas. 

. Delecrate Nafnas:  Why a r e  w e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p roposed  amendment? The 
p r i n c i p a l  mo t ion  h a s  n o t  been  amended. The mot ion  i s  t o  a d o p t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 1 6 .  O r  is t h a t  1 8 ?  

4 ----_._ -. - . - -. . - I... -..--.-.,.a ._-_--.. . -__ . . . 
-300- 
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P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Committee Recommendation 1 6  f o r  Second and F i n a l  
Reading .  

D e l e q a t e  Mafnas: 16 .  

D e l e s a t e  Y i l l aaomea :  I a g r e e .  

L o o r  Lea2e.- Lizama: So, a t  l e a s t ,  I'lr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I'm o f f e r i n g  t h e  p r o -  
posed  amendnent t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  I f  no  o n e  would s e c o n d  t h e  p roposed  
amendment, t h e n  t h a t ' s  it .  But i f  it w i l l  b e  s econded ,  t h e n  b e  it. 

P r e s i d e n t  B. G u c r j e r o :  Can you s t a t e  your  mot ion?  

F l o o r  Leader  Ljzama: The mot ion  is t o  amend t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment t o  
Committee Recommendation No. 16 .  

D e l e g a t e  Nabors s econded  t h e  motion.  

a e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Does everybody h a s  a copy o f  t h a t  p roposed  
amendnent? D i s c u s s i o n s ?  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez?  

D e l e a a t e  V i l l a somez :  The p roposed  amendment is  a bad amendment and  I 
s t r o n g l y  oppose  s u c h  a n  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. C u e r r e r o :  Why? D e l e g a t e  Lizama? 

F l o o r  Leader  Lizama: The p roposed  amendnent ,  a s  I a l r e a d y  t r i e d  t o  ex- 
p l a i n ,  would a s s u r e  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  v o t e  on t h e  amendments a t  
l e a s t  60 d a y s ,  no  e a r l i e r  t h a n  60 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  amendments d a t e  t h e n  
a d o p t e d  by t h e  Conven t ion  and ,  a t  t h e  same time, it would a l l o w  t h e  v o t e r s  
t o  b e  a b l e  t o  v o t e  on t h e  amendments no  l a t e r  t h a n  one  y e a r .  And t h e  p ro -  
posed  amendment is s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  b e  had r a t h e r  t h a n  
h a v i n g  t o  a w a i t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  che v o t e r s  
c o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  amendments. T h a t  is t h e  main  p o i n t  on t h i s  
p r o p o s e d  amendment. Because ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  we have  now t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Conven t ion  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  unde r  t h e  law which c r e a t e d  t h i s  Conven t ion ,  
t h e  v o t e r s  would be  a b l e  t o  v o t e  on t h e  amendments, t h e  b y - p r o d u c t s  of  
t h i s  Conven t ion  by t h i s  y e a r ' s  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  However, i f  t h e r e  is a 
p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  n e x t  y e a r  f o r  a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  and it s o  
happen t h a t  a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  is h e l d  i n  March, f o r  i n s t a n c e . ,  
t h e r e  would n o t  b e  any  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  n e x t  y e a r  i n  November. The n e x t  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  sometime i n  1987 November. Now, i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  
c a s e ,  t h e  v o t e r s  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  q u i c k l y  t a k e  a c t i o n  on t h e  
amendments. T h a t  is t h e  p o i n t s  o f  t h i s  p roposed  amendment. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  f a i r  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  w a i t  f o r  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  
a c h a n c e  t o  v o t e  on a p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n ' s  by -p roduc t s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. C u e q r e r ~ :  D e l e g a t e .  . G u e r r e r o ?  

Chairman DL. G u e r r e r o :  Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  
o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  t h a t  is p r o p o s i n g  t h i s  amendment, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  
c o n c e r n  is a l r e a d y  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  Commi t t ee ' s  recommendat ion.  I t  a l s o  
a l l o w s  t h a t  s h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  any  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e n  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  h a s  
t o  b e  h e l d .  So t o  me, t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  recommendat ion made by  t h e  
commi t t ee  is p r e t t y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  t h e y  d e c i d e  t o  h o l d  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  
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P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Lizama? 

F l o o r  Leade r  Liz-: A c t u a l l y ,  i f  w e  l ook  a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  of  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e r e ' s  r e a l l y  n o t h i n g  wrong v i t h  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  I'm 
of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  would nev  ~ n a c t  a  l aw  f o r  a  C o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  i f  t h e  l aw  w i l l  n o t  meet . r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
s x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  But w l t h  t h e  p roposed  amendment, 
w i t h  t h e  c o i m i t i e e ' s  recommendat ion unde r  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  
it l e a v e s  d o u b t  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  would have  a  q u i c k  t i m e  t o  make 
r ev i ew  of  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments. And t h a t ' s  why I ' m  p r o p o s i n g  o r  
I ' m  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  p roposed  amendment t o  Committee Recommendation Plo. 1 6  
i t s e l f .  I d o n ' t  have  any  problem w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  b e c a u s e  I 
know, I ' m  ~ 2 r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is j u s t  n o t  g o i n g  t o  e n a c t  a  
l aw  e s t z b l i s h i n g  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  i f  i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  meet t h e  
60 d a y s  time f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e  p ro -  
posed  amendments. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Ring? 

D e l e u a t e  King: Thank you ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I f  D e l e g a t e  Lizama h a s  no  
problem w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  o r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  Committee Recom- 
menda t ion  No. 1 6 ,  t h e n  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  is s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  Recommendation 
No. 16 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  i t g i v e s  t h e  L e g i s l a -  
t u r e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  h e l p  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth t o  l ook  o v e r  
t h e  p roposed  amendments by  t h e  Conven t ion .  And i n  l i n e  t o  t h a t ,  I hope 
t h a t  we s h o u l d  n o t  t r y  t o  t e l l  how and what  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  So I b e l i e v e  t h a t  D e l e g a t e  Lizama is i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  
w i t h  o u r  recommendat ion and  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  him t o  w i thd raw h i s  
mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  11. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Lizama, a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r t a i n  
D e l e g a t e  K i n g ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ?  

6 

F l o o r  Leade r  L i - z m :  I would s t i l l  a s k  t h a t  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
amendment and I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6  is s i m i l a r  
t o  what w e  h a v e  now. I f  it  i s  s i m i l a r ,  t h e n  why d o  w e  change  i t ?  A t  
l e a s t  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  p a s s  a l a w  f o r  a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  i n  J a n u a r y  of  t h i s  y e a r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  and t h a t  
would a s s u r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  would have  t h e  s a y  i n  November 
w h e t h e r  t h e y  would r a t i f y  t h e  amendments. But unde r  t h e  Commit tee  
Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  t h e r e ' s  no  s u c h  a s s u r a n c e .  

I Del 
eqate Mafnas:  I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

I t  was s econded  from t h e  f l o o r .  

The mo t ion  t o  end d e b a t e  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

The mo t ion  t o  amend Commit tee  Recommendation No. 1 6 ,  a s  p r o p o s e d  by 
D e l e g a t e  Lizama, was d e f e a t e d  by 4 f o r  and 1 2  a g a i n s t  t h e  mot ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  main mo t ion?  D e l e g a t e  Nabors?  

Secretary Nabors:  Thank you ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I would l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  a  
c o n c e r n  r a i s e d  e a r l i e r  on t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  A s  I r e a d  i t ,  t h e  p roposed  
amendment h a s  w r i t t e n  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  u n d e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u -  
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t i o n  a s  is p r e s e n t l y  w r i t t e n .  The l a n g u a g e  f rom t h e  p r e s e n t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be  s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  Conven t ion  i n  t h e  n e x t  
r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  is h e l d  a t  l e a s t  60 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  amendment 
is p r o p o s e d .  Under t h e  amendment, t h e r e  is no  s u c h  60-day s t a t e m e n t .  I f  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t  o n ,  t h e n  any  amend- 
ment drawn by t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  o r  by f : . ~ a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  even  i f  i t ' s  a week 
away. And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is unwise  t o  remove t h e  60 d a y s  l i r L i i t z t i o n  
and substitute it f o r  a  n e b u l o u s  and p r o b a b l y  a n  u n e n a c t e d  s p e c i a l  e l e c -  
t i o n  la t r  by t h e  1 , e g i s l a t u r e .  I would a s k  t h a t  you g i v e  t h i s  t h o u g h t  a 
m a t t e r  o f  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  once  it is a d o n t e d  t h e n  w e  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  b e  s t u c k e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  a g a i n  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  amend the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a v i n g  t o  b e  v o t e d  on by t h e  e l e c t o r a t e s  w i t h  c o n c e i v a b l y  no 
t i m e  a t  a l l  t o  have  any p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  And w e  know t h a t  t h e r e ,  a r e  
s e v e r a l  ways i n  which t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c a n  be  amended. It  d o e s  n o t  have 
t o  be  by C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion ,  and w e  a r e  j u s t  l e a v i n g  o u r s e l v e s  
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  and I t h i n k  it is  v e r y  unwise .  Thank you ,  
Plr .  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Vi l lagomez?  

D e l e q a t e  V i l l aqomez :  Thank you ,  Dr. P r e s i d e n t .  The c o n c e r n  r a i s e d  by 
D e l e g a t e  Lizaina and D e l e g a t e  R i l l  Nabors i n d i c a t e s  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
s u s p i c i o u s  o r  t h e y  d o n ' t  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  would p r o v i d e  f o r  
a d e q u a t e  t i m e  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h e y  used  t h e  word n e b u l o u s  and 
u n e n a c t e d  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  The f l e x i b i l i t y  t h a t  is g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment o f  c o u r s e ,  is based  on t h e  t r u s t  t h a t  we 
s h o u l d  g i v e  t o  o u r  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f e e l s  t h a t  30 d a y s  is 
s u f f i c i e n t  t i n e  f o r  between t h e  p roposed  amendment and  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e n  
why s h o u l d  w e  r e s t r i c t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f rom g i v i n g  it 30 d a y s  and r e q u i r e  
i n s t e a d  t h a t  it be  60 d a y s .  What i f  unde r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h e r e  is  o n l y  
one  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  be  p roposed  f o r  amendment and d u r i n g  
t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  become f u l l y  a t ra re  o f  t h e  i s s u e  
and how i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h e  p r o p o s e d ,  a r e  you g o i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  p e o p l e  s i x  
months  and  w a i t  t h a t  l o n g  i n  o r d e r  f o r  them t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  
e l c z t i o n ?  I t  migh t  be  o n l y  1 5  d a y s  needed t o  a l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  be  p r e -  
p a r e d  t o  v o t e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  i f  t h e  amount o f  p r a p o s e d  ainendments i s  
s o  g r e a t  and  t h e  amount o f  time between t h e  Conven t ion  and t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  
o n l y  o n e  month,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  t h e n  e s t a b l i s h  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  
would be  s i x  months  o r  more a f t e r  t h a t  time. So a l l  t h e  c o n c e r n s  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  c o v e r e d  e x c e p t  t h e  c o n c e r n  of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  may n o t  a c t .  I n  
t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  we're t a l k i n g  a b o u t  p o s s i b l y  1 0  
y e a r s  f rom now b e f o r e  w e  have  t h e  n e x t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion .  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  would b e  done  o r  con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  amendnent would b e  done  by t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a s  t o  
be  some th ing  v e r y  d r a m a t i c  t h a t  happens  i n  t h e  C N M I  t h a t  would r e q u i r e  a  
l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  t o  push  f o r  a n  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
W i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  w e  have  n o t  s e e n  any  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n y  p o r t i o n  
of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  a r e  hav ing  a  h a r d  time d e c i d i n g  how we 
a r e  g o i n g  t o  amend o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is a  good 

,docuniment.  I t ' s  a  working document and w e ' r e  hav ing  a  h a r d  time f i g u r i n g  
. o u t  how w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  amend it b e c a u s e  it r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  need  t h a t  much 

amendnent .  And s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  amendment by i n i t i a t i v e  i s  v e r y  
u n l i k e l y .  I f  t h e  n e x t  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion  is  1 0  y e a r s  f rom now, w e  
c a n n o t  s a y ,  what  k i n d  of  a  L e g i s l a t u r e  v ~ e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have ,  o r  w e  c a n ' t  
p r e d i c t  t h a t  it would be  b e t t e r  t h a n  what w e  have  now b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  t h e  
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t e n d e n c y  t o  grow and m a t u r e  and b e  more e d u c a t e d  and e s t a b l i s h  a  b e t t e r  
p a t t e r n  of  l e g i s l a t i o n .  And s o  a l l  t h e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  a r e  r a i s e d  a r e  
c o v e r e d ,  and I w i l l  n o t  d r a f t  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  based  on m i s t r u s t  on what t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  would d o  10  y e a r s  f rom now. Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  1 1 ,  G u e r r e i ~ :  Can I ask  a t , : p ~ r i f y i n g  c lues t ion  w i t h  D e l e g a t e  
Vi l lagomez?  Are you s a y i n g  t h a t  i f  we have  a  s t r o n g  L e g i s l a t . u r e  w e  s h o u l d  
have  z ~ ~ e a l i  C o n s t i t u t i o n ?  Is t h a t  what you a r e  i m p l y i n g  on whzt y o u ' v e  
j u s t  s a i d ?  

D e l e s a t e  Vi l laso inez :  I d o n ' t  remember s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  s t r o n g  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  

p r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  You ' r e  making r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  
e n a c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whe the r  
y o u ' r e  i m p l y i n g  i n  your  s t a t e m e n t  when y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  i f  we have  a  
s t r o n g  L e g i s l a t u r e  we s h o u l d  have  a  weak C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

D e l e a a t e  V i l l a somez :  No, I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  and I ' m  n o t  imp ly ing  t h a t ,  
and it w o u l d n ' t  make any s e n s e  t o  make t h a t  k i n d  of  a  s t a t e m e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  A ,  G u e r r e r o :  I was o n l y  a s k i n g  a  c l a r i f y i n g  s t a t e m e n t .  

D e l e s a t e  V i l l aaomez :  Okay. 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro? 

D e l e q a t e  O q u n o r ~ :  Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. Would t h e  p roposed  amendment 
t h a t  t h e  commi t t ee  i s  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t o  u s  g o i n g  t o  have  any b e a r i n g  on t h e  
amendments t h a t  w e  a r e  p r o p o s i n g  now? 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  No. 

D e l e q n f o  Oclurnoro: I t  would have  no  b e a r i n g .  Ely o n l y  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h i s  
p roposed  Committee Recommendation o r  t h e  Commi t t ee ' s  Recommendation i s  n o t  
p u t t i n g  a t i m e t a b l e  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t .  E x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  
have  i n d i c a t e d  t o  u s  t h a t  p roblems may a r i s e  i f  w e  d o  n o t  p u t  a  time 1 '  . 
o r  a  d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t .  Supposed t h a t  t h e  L e s i c '  - .. 
d e c i d e  n o t  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  on t h e  p roposed  amendments u n t i .  ,";t a few 
d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and  no  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  l a w  was e s t a b -  
l i s h e d ,  how a r e  w e  go ing  t o  d o  w i t h  t h a t  i n  t e r m s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  on 
w h a t e v e r  amendments a r e  p roposed  by t h e  Conven t ion?  

P r e s i d e n t  E. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez?  

D e l e a a t e  Oqumoro: Are w e  g o i n g  t o  t h e n  a g a i n  d o  a r u s h  job  and h o l d  a  
s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  j u s t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  c o n c e r n ,  o r  i s  t h a t  t a k e n  i n t o  con-  
s i d e r a t i o n  by  t h e  commi t t ee  when t h e y  were  d e l i b e r a t i n g  on t h e  measure?  

D e l e a a t e  Vi l lauomeg:  Yes, t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was t a k e n  i n t o  by  t h e  
commi t t ee  and  t h a t  was a sked  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  The 
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  commi t t ee  i s  i f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  Conven t ion  
and  unde r  t h e  l aw  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  Conven t ion  t h e  Conven t ion  would 
end ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  two w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  it  is o u r  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  would e s t a b l i s h  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  
of  t h e  p roposed  amendments i f  it deems t h a t  two w e e k s  p e r i o d  is  i n a d e -  
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q u a t e .  And s o  i f  i t ' s  a  g e n e r a l ,  open c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
a g a i n  s e a r c h  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  someth ing  t o  change  t h a t  t h e y  would 
e s t a b l i s h  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p e r h a p s  t h r e e  months  a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n ,  a s  an  example,  and t h e y  would p u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  law t h a t  c r e a t e s  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conv:-- ' i o n ,  t h e  e n a b l i n g  a c t .  

D e l e q a t e  Oq11rnoro: What is t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  r e a l l y  be tween  t h e  amendment 
t h a t  t h e  coinrnit tee is recommending and t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
S e c t i o n  5 of Ar t i c l e  XV? 

D e l e q a t e  Viil .aaomez: T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is ,  w e ' r e  s tuclced w i t h  t h e  6 0  d a y s  
b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  Conven t ion  e n d s  3 8  d a y s ,  
r i g h t ,  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  We c a n n o t  p r e s e n t  it t o  t h e  
v o t e r s  a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  we would v i o l a t e  t h e  60 d a y s  
r e s t r i c t i o n .  And t h e  n e x t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  
would b e  o v e r  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  And s o  t h e  p roposed  amendments w i l l  b e  
s i t t i n g  f o r  o v e r  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  v o t e r s ,  more 
t h a n  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  To p r e v e n t  t h a t ,  w e ' r e  g i v i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  r a t i f y i n g  t h e  
p roposed  amendments and we're e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  60 d a y s  b e c a u s e  t he r e  maybe 
s i t u a t i o n s  where o n l y  one  p roposed  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is done ,  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  by i n i t i a t i v e .  Le t ' s  s a y  t h e r e ' s  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  done  by  t h e  
p u b l i c  t h a t  s a y s  " w e  s h a l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n " .  And 
t h e n  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h a t ' s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e lec-  
t i o n  and  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d .  T h a t ' s  o n l y  one  
q u e s t i o n .  You may n o t  need 60 d a y s ;  you may j u s t  need  30 d a y s  o r  2 0  d a y s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  d o  t h a t .  So w e ' r e  g i v i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  how many d a y s  w e  need p r i o r  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  

D e l e s a t e  Oqumoro: Why h a s n ' t  t h e  commi t t ee  j u s t  s i m p l y  t a k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and s i m p l y  add on t h e  p h r a s e  I,!. a t  a  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by law?" I ' m  j u s t  t h rowing  t h a t  o u t .  

D e l e s a t e  Vi l laqomez:  Yes, w e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i f  w e  d i d  t h a t  w e  
a r e  s t i l l  s t u c k e d  w i t h  t h e  60 d a y s .  So even  i f  t h e r e  is one  s i m p l e  amend- 
ment t o  b e  made t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w e  s t i l l  have  t o  w a i t  '^ d s y s  even  
though  w e  d o n ' t  need t h e  60 days .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h e r e ' s  sp' J b e  a  p roposed  
amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t  a b o r t i  ? ~ e r i o d ,  by i n i t i a t i v e .  
We f e e l  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  need  60 d a y s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p e b p l e ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  a n  
example,  on one  s i m p l e  amendment; w e  may need  j u s t  3 0  d a y s .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  

I w e  c a n  have t h e  p roposed  amendment p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  
which is  o n l y  30 d z y s  away. I f  w e  k e e p  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a s  it is now i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w e  c a n ' t  d o  t h a t .  You have  t o  w a i t  f o r  o v e r  two y e a r s  u n t i l  
t h e  n e x t  -- o r  i f  we add your  recommendat ion,  t h e n  it would b e  a f t e r  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and  it would b e  a t  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  So we're t a k i n g  
away t h e  60 d a y s  b e c a u s e  w e  may n o t  need 60  d a y s  and  w e ' r e  a d d i n g  a  
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  w e  may need  more t i m e  t h a n  60 days .  

. . .  
D e l e s a t e  Osumoro: Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

I 

F l o o r  Leader  Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  no  way t h a t  I c a n  p l a y  God 
and  s a y  t h a t  we would n e v e r  o r  w e  may n o t  need t o  have  60 d a y s  b e f o r e  we 
s h o u l d  r a t i f y  a n  amendment. The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a n y  s o r t  is s o  i m p o r t a n t ,  
s o  c r u c i a l  t o  a  government ,  t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  an  a r e a  s o  s i m p l e  t h a t  it c o u l d  b e  
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r e s o l v e d  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  30 d a y s  o r  60 days .  I t  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
o v e r  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e y  even  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  p a s s i n g  a  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and s t i l l  h a v e  n o t  p a s s  any .  I 
r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  ,. s h o u l d  g i v e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  w e  s h o u l d  a lways  
thin! :  t h a t  t h e  gca?:31 p u b l i c  n e e d s  more time t o  c o n s i d e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n h l  
a~tiendments,  and 6 d a y s  t o  some o f  u s  maybe t o o  l o n g  b u t  I t h i n k  f o r  t h e  
g e n e r a l  puSLic I t h l n k  60 d a y s  i s  t o o  s h o r t  a t  t imes, o r  o f t e n t i m e s ,  I 
mean. 1 d o n ' t  know I ' v e  n e v e r  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  my r e a d i n g s  o f  a c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  amendment t h a t  h a s  a  r a t i f i c a t i o n  p e r i o d  of  l ess  t h a n  G O  d a y s .  And 
f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I have  t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  g o t  t o  have  some th ing  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  
v o t e r s  t h a t  t h e y  have  a t  l e a s t  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  on v o t i n g  on t h e  
a n e n d n e n t s  and a t  l e a s t  a l s o  time f o r  them t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d e c i d e  o n e  way o r  
t h e  o t h e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  l e a v i n g  it up  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  S i n c e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Conven t ion ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  and I ' v e  a l w a y s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is d o i n g  a  good 
job .  I ' v e  a  l o t  o f  f a i t h  on t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I ' m  g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  
D e l e g a t e  V i l l agomez  now is s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  h a s  f a i t h  on t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  
t h i s  i s  one  i n s t a n c e  where he  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  it. And i f  I may make you r e -  
c a l l  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  y e s t e r d a y  by D e l e g a t e  Mafnas,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s t r o n g l y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  n o t  have  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  amendments d u r i n q  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  I f  h e ' s  chang ing  h i s  p o s i t i o n  now, t h e n  I'd l i k e  t o  
h e a r  f rom him what is  r a t i o n a l i t y .  

1 a e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e a a t e  !la£-: F le l l ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t hank  you. The p roposed  amendment 
c a l l s  f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  Maybe I was one  o f  
t h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  who c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I f  I d i d ,  t h e n  I d i d  it 
a g a i n  p r e m a t u r e l y .  I r e l i e d  on t h e  wisdom of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I d o  n o t  
want t o  s i t  h e r e  and c o n t i n u e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n a c t i v e ,  t h e y  a r e  
u n r e s p o n s i v e .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment o r  amen? . - t s  a r e  v e r y  c r u c i a l  
t o  o u r  p e o p l e .  I would l i k e  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  wisdom of  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  The c o n c e r n  t h a t  I have  is  on t h e  amendments t o  b e  r a t i f i e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  L e t ' s  s a y ,  fir. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  we have  4 5  
amendments o r  20 amendments, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t o  b e  r a t i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  is t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  We k-~7e c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  and f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h .  ' v o t e r s  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  p l a c e  less  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  propoc-"  i .~enaments.  Maybe I am 
u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  v o t e r s ,  b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  t r ~ a t  i f  t h e  amendments a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  l e s s  emphas i s  w i l l  b e  p u t  by  many 
o f  t h e  v o t e r s .  The p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  and 
m e  and  many o f  u s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  v e r y  busy  campaigning  f o r  t h e i r  f a v o r -  
i t e  c a n d i d a t e s  and ve w i l l  n o t  g o  o u t  and t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  amendments t o  
o u r  p e o p l e .  I t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  amendments t h a t  we a r e  p r o p o s i n g  
w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  To a v o i d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w e  
w i l l  b e  f a c i n g  i n  November, I d o  n o t  see a n y  problem w i t h  Committee Recom- 
mendat ion  No. 16 .  I t h i n k  w e  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  same problem i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  now a b o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  w e  j u s t  have  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  c o n t i n u e  on t o  e x p l a i n  t o  o u r  p e o p l e  why a  p a r t i c u l a r  amend- 
ment must  b e  v o t e d  "yes ."  I d o  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  answer  my C h a i r m a n ' s  c o n c e r n  
o r  q u e s t i o n  why am I c h a n g i n g  my p o s i t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have  changed  
my p o s i t i o n .  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  B e f o r e  I c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  Manglona, I ' l l  c a l l  on 
D e l e g a t e  G u e r r e r o ;  he  had h i s  hand u p  e a r l i e r .  
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D e l e a a t e  DL.  G u e r w :  Thank you,  Nr. P r e s i d e n t .  Again ,  any  amendnent t o  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  t o  b e  a v e r y  g e n u i n e  one.  W e  c a n n o t  s i m p l y  t o  pay 
f o r  any  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  j u s t  b e c a u s e  you want t o  
amend some th ing  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  is n o t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  
p e o p l e .  And f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  14r. P r e s i d e n t  and f e l l o w  d e l e g a t e s ,  I t h i n k  
t h e  p ro~2osed  recommendation by t h e  commit tee  is s o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  s h o u l d  
any  g e n u i n e  p roposed  amendment t 3  b e  posed b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  
can  h o l d  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  any t i m e .  I t h i n k  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  l i f t i n g  
up  t h e  5 0  d a y s  p r o v i s i o n  is p r e t t y  w e l l  t a k e n  by t h e  commi t t ee  and I t h i n k  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  recommendation is  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r o :  Thank you,  Chairman G u e r r e r o .  I ' l l  c a l l  on 
Chairman ;,Ianglona. 

Chairman Mandon$: Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I a g r e e  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  
t h i s  amendment; I have  no problem e x c e p t  f o r  one.  I would l i k e  t o  ask  t h e  
commi t t ee  i f  t h e y  l o o k  a t  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  2 ( c ) .  I f  w e  n o t i c e  i n  
t h i s  Conven t ion ,  t h e  v o t e r s  approved  by more t h a n  t w o - t h i r d s  t o  h o l d  a 
Conven t ion  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a c t  p rompt ly  t o  convene a Convent ion .  So w i t h  
t h i s  amendment, a Convent ion  c a n  b e  h e l d  i n d e f i n i t e l y  even  one ,  o r  two, o r  
t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e  Commonwealth h a s  
approved  t o  h o l d  a Conven t ion .  So I ' d  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  p roposed  amendment 
i f  t h e y  change  A r t i c l e  X V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  2 ( c ) ,  and s a y  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
s h a l l  convene  upon t w o - t h i r d s  of  t h e  v o t e ,  a f f i r m a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  a Conven- 
t i o n  w i t h i n  two months o r  t h r e e  months ,  o r  s p e c i f y  a t i m e .  Tha t  way, a 
Conven t ion  w i l l  b e  h e l d  p rompt ly .  I f  we j u s t  l e a v e  t h i s  word " p r o m p t l y "  
h e r e ,  t h e n  t h i s  amendment w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  a c o n v e n t i o n  t o  be  h e l d  a t  any  
t i m e  b e c a u s e  t h e  o n l y  d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  h e r e  o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  p e r i o d  h e r e  is 
t h e  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  When is t h e  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ?  I t  c a n  b e  t h r e e  
y e a r s  down t h o  l i n e  a f t e r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t w o - t h i r d s .  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Thank you, D e l e g a t e  Manglona, and  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  is a l w a y s  t h e  r e c a l l  p r o c e d u r e  i n  terms o f  r e c a l l i n g  your  l e g i s l a -  
t o r s  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d o i n g  t h e i r  job.  And t h e y  c a n  a l w a y s  do  t h a t  by 
i n i t i a t i v e .  

I Del 
e sa te  " -- : I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

Yhe n o t i o n  was seconded  and c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

T h e  n o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  Committee Recommendation No. 1 6  ( S e c t i o n  5 ( a ) ,  
A r t i c l e  X V I I I  r e  Regu la r  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n )  on Second and  F i n a l  Reading was 
v o t e d  on by a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

YES:  D e l e g a t e s  V i n c e n t  Calvo ,  David Cing ,  Herman G u e r r e r o ,  Lorenzo  
G u e r r e r o ,  Alonzo I g i s o m a r ,  David I g i t o l ,  R i t a  I n o s ,  Benus to  
K a i p a t ,  Es t even  King,  L u i s  Limes,  J u a n  Lizamar J e s u s  Mafnas, 
James Mendiola ,  A n i c e t o  Mundo, K a r l  Reyes,  J o a q u i n  T e n o r i o ,  
F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, W i l l i a m  T o r r e s ,  Ramon Vi l l agomez  and I g n a c i o  
V i l l a n u e v a .  (20  v o t e s )  

NO: D e l e g a t e s  P a u l  Manglona, W i l l i a m  Nabors and F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro. 
( 3  v o t e s )  

/ ABSTAIN: D e l e g a t e  Mar ia  P a n g e l i n a n .  (1 v o t e )  

I The mot ion  was c a r r i e d .  
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IP!TRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION AND REFERRAL 

RESOLIJTIOfl YO. 7-8 5 : " A  RESOLUTION SUBMITTIEJG TO THE TIIORTHERI? 
IIARIAFJAS COZI1IOPI;~JEALTH LEGISLATURE CERTAIN DELEGATE PROPOSALS Tr7HICH ARE 
DEEI4ED A S  APPROPRIATE LEGISLATIVE MATTERS AEJD REQITES'IIT?JG TEIT: I-tEG1SI~A'I1~JP? 
TO TARE 2.CTICNS TIIEREOfJ.", in t roduced by t h e  Committee on Personal  E igh ts  
and Natural  Resources. ( P r e f i l e d  on 7/7/85) 

P r e s i d e n t  i I ,  Guerrero:  Delegate  VilLagornez? 

De le sa t e  Villasomez: I hereby in t roduce  Resolut ion No. 7-35, authored 5 y  
t h e  members of t h e  Persona l  Rights  and ITatural Resources Coxni t t ee  and ask 
t h a t  i t  b e  r s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  proper committee f o r  committee c o n s i d e r ~ t i o n .  

P re s iden t  3 .  Guerrerq:  Can you read t h e  t i t l e  p l ea se?  1 --- 

A t  this p o i n t ,  Delegate  Villagoinez read t h e  t i t l e  of Resolut ion so.  
7-85. 

I Pres iden t  H. Guerrero:  Thank you. 

Deleqate  Vi l laqonez:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  cop i e s  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  have been 
passed ou t .  

P r e s i d e n t  2. Guerrero:  Thank you. Any o t h e r  r e s o l u t i o n ?  I f  none, we ' re  
under Unfinished B u s i n e s s .  

I UIJFINISI-IED BUSINESS 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

None 

GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY 

None 

PsII SCELLANEOUS BUSIT,lGSS 

1\Ton e 

ANNOUNCEBlENTS 

P r e s i d e n t  B.  Guerrero:  Any announcements? Chairman Lizarna? 

Chairman Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  w i l l  have a p u b l i c  hear ing tomorrow a t  n i n e  o ' c lock  here .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Chairman King? 
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Chairman IZinq: Your Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  meet tomorrow h e r e  a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t o  j o i n  w i t h  t h e  Committee on 
F i n a n c e  and Othe r  M a t t e r s  on t h e  h e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e d  a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  
tomorrow. 

/ P r e s i d e n t H .  G u e r r e r o :  Chairman G u e r r e r o ?  

Chairman D L ,  Guer re rQ:  Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  Your C o a n i t t e e  on 
F i n a n c e  and Othe r  W a t t e r s  a t  t h i s  time is happy t o  announncc that a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  conduc ted  a g a i n  tomorrow morning a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  r i g h t  

- h e r e  i n  t h e  t h i s  Chamber. I hope t h a t  it w i l l  n o t  be i n  c c n f l i c t  ; ~ i t h  th? 
o t h e r  commi t t ee  h e a r i n g s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  is  a  j o i n t  h e a r l n g  a t  l2:OO of  
t h e  Comni t t ce  on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  And i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  ad jou rnmen t ,  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h e  commi t t ee  members meet a l s o  
r e g a r d i n g  s o n e  of  t h e  commi t t ee  a s s i g n e n t s .  

/ Chairman L i z a m a :  Nr. P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

1 P r e s i d e n t  I!. G u e r r e r o :  Yes, D e l e g a t e  Lizama. 
I 

Chairman Lizama: May I a s k  Chairman G u e r r e r o  where h i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  is  
g o i n g  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d ?  Because  we 've  been  hav ing  some p rob lems  and I 
t h o u g h t  we 've  made t h a t  agreement  t h a t  t h e  Committee on F i n a n c e  and Othe r  
M a t t e r s  i s  supposed  t o  b e  u s i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  Chamber and a l l  o f  a  sudden  t h e  
F i n a n c e  Commit tee  i s  now t a k i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  up  and we 've  been  hampered i n  
t h e  l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  d a y s  from c o n d u c t i n g  o u r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  now t h a t  w e  f a c e .  

Chairman DL. G u e r r e r o :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t ' s  a n  i n c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t .  
T h e r e ' s  no  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on o u r  p a r t .  The Committee on F i n a n c e  and 
O t h e r  M a t t e r s  changed t h e  s c h e d u l e  and p l a c e s  of c o n d u c t i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  of  some i n c o n v e n i e n c e s .  Down a t  t h e  S e n a t e  Chanher ,  a s  you 
know, i t ' s  h o t  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  T h e r e ' s  no  a i r c o n d i t i o n e r .  And f u r t h e r m o r e ,  
we a r e  o n l y  announcing  o u r  , ~ b l i c  h e a r i n g  s h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  no  o t h e r  commit- 
t e e  t h a t  is g o i n g  t o  u s e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  i n  t h e  Conven t ion  Chamber. / Now, s h o b l d  your  commi t t ee  i s  go ing  t o  c o n d u c t  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  h e r e ,  we 
have  no  problem down i n  t h a t  s m a l l  s p a c e .  t7e1ve been  c o n d u c t i n g  o u r  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e r e .  T h i s  morning it may b e  i n  c o n f l i c t ,  b u t  we d i d  
r e s c h e d u l e  o u r s e l v e s  s i n c e  l a s t  w e e k  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  b u l k  o f  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  
want t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  commit tee .  Thank you.  

Chairman LFzama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ?  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H.Guerrero:  Yes, Chairman Lizama. 

Chairman L i z a ~ :  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t ,  Chairman G u e r r e r o ,  b e c a u s e  tomor row ' s  
m a t t e r s  a r e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  need t o  have  t h i s  p l a c e  tomorrow morning 
a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k .  

. . I P r e s i d e n t  A.  G u e r r e r p :  Chairman I tanglona? 

Chairman hlanalona:  Thank you,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  Your Committee on L o c a l  
Government is ,  once  a g a i n ,  happy t o  announce t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  tomorrow a t  Garapan E lemen ta ry  Schoo l  r e g a r d i n g  P r o p o s a l  No. 
109-85. T h i s  is  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  commiss ione r sh ip .  Another  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
e a r l i e r  tomorrow morning w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  i n  Nauru 
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Building regarding Proposal Nos. 160-85 and 162-85. Also on tomorrow's 
publ ic  hearing a t  Garapan Elementary School, we w i l l  be covering Proposal 
Nos. 250-85 and 251-85. Proposal 250-85 is  w i t h  regards t o  the  Off ice of 
t h e  Mayor of t h e  i s l ands  north of Saipan t o  replace it <! ; th  an e lec ted  
EOUSC 3f Zeprzsentat ive member. Proposal 251-85  i s  w regards t o  
abolishment of t h e  Off ice of t h e  E'iayor of Saipan and tc.1 replace i t  w i t h  
v i l l a g e  coimissioners .  The members of your Local Gover~nent  Committee 
w i l l  be meeting r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  Convention's sess ion .  Thank you. 

Pres ident  1.1. Guerrero: Any o ther  announcements? I f  none, t h e  Chair i s  
ready t o  e n t e r t a i n  adjournment. Floor Leader Lizama? 

I Floor Leader Lizama: Mr. Pres ident ,  I move t h a t  we adjourn u n t i l  tomorrow 

I afternoon a t  t h r e e  o 'c lock.  

I Delegate FIendiola seconded the  motion. 

Pres ident  I-?, Guerrero: The Chair would l i k e  t o  convene a t  2 :00  o 'clock. 
Yes, Chairman Guerrero? 

Chairman DL. Guerrero: Point of c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  Nr. President .  You know, 
t h e r e ' s  a  sad experience we have been encountering on these  publ ic  hear- 
ings  and I have another publ ic  hearing tomorrow. A s  you can s e e  i t ,  your 
Committee on Finance and Other Matters has a l o t  of r epor t s  t h a t  w e  have 
t o  r epor t  t o  t h e  Convention. By allowing u s  up t o  t h r e e  o 'c lock,  an e x t r a  
hour, t h a t  would c e r t a i n l y  assure  us a t  l e a s t  t h a t  by tornorrov we w i l l  
have some repor t s .  

Delesate  ;1afnas: The motion, Mr. Pres ident ,  i s  f o r  t h r e e  o 'c lock.  We a r e  
ready t o  vote  on t h a t  motion. 

The motion t o  adjourn and t o  reconvene t h e  next day a t  3:00 p.m. was 
c a r r i e d  by voice vote.  

The Convention adjourned a t  3:14 p.m. and t o  reconvene on Tuesday, 
J u l y  9 ,  1985, a t  3:00 p.m. 

APPROVED : 

I Herman T. ~ u e r r e r o ,  President  
Northern Marianas Cons t i tu t iona l  
Convention 

William 0 .  Nabors 
Convention Secre tary  


