
Dear Elr. Chairman and Honorable Members o f  t h i s  Commit tee:  

As a c i t i z e n  o f  the CNMI who was f o r t u n a t e  t o  be born i n  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  

i s l a n d s  t o  the n o r t h ,  I w i s h  t o  o f f e r  these s e r i o u s  comments r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  proposa l  b e f o r e  u s .  

As I see i t ,  the r e a l  i s s u e  b e h i n d  th is  proposa l  t o  a b o l i s h  the O f f i c e  

o f  Mayor o f  the Nor thern  I s l a n d s  i s  the i s s u e  o f  deve lopment- -or  s h o u l d  

I s a y ,  the  l a c k  o f  deve lopmen t .  During  my l i fet ime I have  s e e n  these 

i s l a n d s  d e c l i n e  a s  income-producing  i s l a n d s .  But  the d e c l i n e  was 

c a u s e d  b y ,  and d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  the f r e q u e n c y  o f  s h i p p i n g  s e r v i c e s  

and the amount o f  government services t h a t  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  

t o  o u r  p e o p l e .  

During  the Navy t i m e s ,  for example ,  s h i p p i n g  service was f r e q u e n t .  

Agr igan  had 40 f a m i l i e s ;  Pagan had a b o u t  a n o t h e r  40 f a m i l i e s ;  

Ana tahan ,  2 0 ;  Alamagan, 1 5 ;  and S a r i g u a n ,  e i g h t  f a m i l i e s .  These 

f a m i l i e s  worked hard  and swea ted  i n  the h o p e  t h a t  someday t h e y  would 

h a v e  l a n d  there t o  c a l l  their own. For three decades  these p e o p l e  

worked these i s l a n d s .  But  o v e r  the y e a r s ,  p r i o r i t i e s  set b y  the T r u s t  

T e r r i t o r y  government changed and e s s e n t i a l  government  services, s u c h  

a s  s h i p p i n g ,  d e c l i n e d .  And w i t h  i t ,  the p o p u l a t i o n  o f  the i s l a n d s  

d e c l i n e d .  

In my o p i n i o n ,  t o  p a s s  this  proposa l  would permanen t l y  close and s e a l  

. t h e  door  t o  deve lopmen t  f o r  these i s l a n d s  f o r e v e r .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  w e  

t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i n  deve lopmen t ,  w e  s h o u l d  be e n t e r t a i n i n g  p r o p o s a l s  t o  

d o  the o p p o s i t e .  W e  s h o u l d  be f i n d i n g  ways and means t o  promote and 

advance  p r o g r e s s  and f o s t e r  deve lopmen t  i n  these i s l a n d s .  I ,  f o r  

. one ,  am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  can  d e v e l o p  on  their own, pay 

their own way,  and become what  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e :  An economic  a s s e t  f o r  

a l l  .the . p e o p l e  o f  the -Commonwealth. I n  r e c e n t  memory, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

one  . d e v e l o p e r  proposed t o  b u i l d  a r e s o r t  on one  i s l a n d ;  a n o t h e r  i s l a n d  

was c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a  o i l  s t o r a g e  d e p o t .  The i s l a n d s  a r e  a l s o  p o t e n t i a l  



source for  thermo-enerqy . B u t  even without such grand proposals, 

growth and development i n  these is lands  should sad must be encouraged 

not discouraged. This i s  especial ly  true now, i n  today's  worid o f  

solar eneryg, bette:  communications and so for th .  I strongly bel ieve  

that  i t  i s  the respons ib i l i t y  o f  a l l  the  delegates t o  t h i s  Con-Con t o  

ensure that  the r i gh t s  o f  a l l  the  people o f  the Commonwealth are 

protected, and t h i s  includes the  people and families who invested 

many o f  the best  years o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  working i n  the Northern Islands. 

I ,  for  one, am ccnvinced -:hat h r i  t h  proper government support and 

backing, the o f f i c e  o f  Mayor for these is lands  can prove i t s e l f  t o  be 

an asset  for. 311 t he  CNMI. I t  should functions as a clearing-house 

t o  a t t rac t  U.S. Federal Rural Development 'unds, i n  additior; t o  

development capital  from private investors  from the outs ide .  To 

el iminate the O f f i c e  o f  ~Yayor i s  t o  eliminate chances for these 

i s lands ,  and the  people o f  these i s lands ,  t o  e x i s t  and develop 

side-by-side with the  r e s t  o f  the  Commonwealth. 

Saipan has aiways been t he  center o f  developmnts next t o  Tinian and 

Rota, the  Northern Islands ,can become the center o f  some very exci t ing 

and creat ive  new developinents for  a l l  our people i n  the  fu ture .  These 

i s lands  have potent ial ,  and for tfiose o f  us who have enough vision t o  

see t h i s  p o t e n t ' d ,  I say l e t ' s  r e j ec t  t h i s  proposal t o  close the 

door, which w i l l  only bring more neglect t o  these i s lands .  

Le t ' s  not rub s a l t  on the  wounds on the people o f  the 'Vortht-n Islands 

who 5ave been su f f e r ing  from neglect  a l l  these years. Le t ' s  help them 

by keeping the government framework t o  promote development. Let 's  

create a climate for  growth. Le t ' s  not put a freeze on devi'opment 

for anyone, anywhere. I ~ t ' s  make i t  work for us. Let us maintain the  

ru le  o f  democratic government and keep an elected leader who can best  

guide and work for  the  best  i n t e r e s t s  o f  these is lands  and people. 

Le t ' s  develop these  i s lands  for everyone's b e n e f i t ,  not for  just the  

people who died and have t h e i r  graves there.  Let i t  not be said that a n  
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in jus t - ice  t o  these i s 2 a n d s  and people was done by the delegates ro t.%s 
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~onk?6n''.~' '.TO 'h&, ?Ira C,?airz~ar:, t3is  pro2c.sal puts a Freeze on good 

government and  a freeze on deveiopmnt . 

T h e r e a r e ,  it must be rejected b y  t h i s  C o n ~ ~ L t t ~ e  2nd t h i s  Coczzention. 

Let's fos ter  and prorrote i l?velopment o f  a l i  our ci ti z e x .  

Thark you. 

Y ~ a r r i  0 'Keplleo' Peter 


