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July 8, 1985 

The Honorable h r e m  I .  Guermm 
C h a i m ,  Comnittee on Finance 
CNMI 2nd Consti tutional Convention 
Saipan CM 96950 

Dear Hon. Guerrero, 

It is an honor t o  present our opinion on the subject of  
gambling which was scheduled t o  be heard publicly today but due t o  
p r i o r  business wmnitrnents, w e  were not able  t o  be present at the 
h e u i n g  . 

Garbling could be a prirrary source of  revenus fo r  t he  govern- 
ment. k g i s l a t i o n s  and con tmls  are necessary t o  ensure tha t  t he  go- 
vernment receives its f u l l  share of the  ganbling revenue. It is Very 
doubtful whether or not the  present system has the  necessary s t a f f  
and the technical knowhow -to pmperly m n i t o r  these gambling video 
devices. 

The =venue ant ic ipated is nothing compared t o  the  damtges 
gambling w i l l  do t o  our is land and our mral values. 

A s  evidence indicates,  ganhling is d i r ec t ly  re la ted  to the  
inf lux  of  organized c r k s  and pros t i tu t ion .  Family ties tend t o  
dis integrate  as a consequence. Lands am sold  just t o  s a t i s f y  a per- 
son ' s vice only t o  lose the  proceeds t o  the  one-man bandit. 

IlrIan's des i re  is unsatiable. His wants fo r  vice is no excep- 
t ion.  The l i f e s t y l e  of  persons are changed because of h i s  indulgence 
t o  W l i n g .  Lotteries, poker and s l o t  machines are so= f o m  of 
gambling, no mtter how you look at i t  (forget about t he  lega l  o r  
technical aspect) ,  which give poor odds t o  the  players. They a t t r a c t  
people even those who can least afford it ,  i n t o  a web of f inancial  
catastrophe. 

Frm experience, we noted t h a t  employees' t h e f t  and shopl i f t -  
ing are mre predominant with the  advent of s l o t  machines and late- 
ly ,  the  poker mchines.  W e  w e r e  able t o  catch employees' t h e f t  by 
observing the  enployees' change i n  l i f e s t y l e  i n  playing poker mchines  
a f t e r  w r k i n g  hours. Further, during these same periods, there  seems 
t o  be a slower col lect ion of receivables on sane individual accounts. 
It mybe ju s t  a coincidence but businesses are somewhat affected.  Ad- 
dicts m u l d  channel so= funds which w u l d  have been otherwise used 
for  mre mrthwhile  pro jec ts  t o  t h i s  le i sure ly  ac t iv i ty .  
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Our experience fu r t he r  ind ica tes  that young adolescents have been 
discovered tanpering with just video machines during daylight so they 
could have extra mney  and/or play t h e  mchines .  The i r  craving for some- 
th ing  beyond t h e i r  decent means transform t h e i r  otherwise honest s e l f  in- 
to a self-serving t o o l  just to s a t i s f y  t h e i r  whim regardless of  t h e  con- 
sequences. C r i m s ,  vandalism, torts aga ins t  p roper t i es  and even aga ins t  
persons usua l ly  follow. 

Is t h i s  a preponderance of westernization as brought about by our  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i c a t i o n ?  There is nothing wrong i n  changes provided we a- 
dopt only those which are benef ic ia l  to us without i n f l i c t i n g  i r repara-  
b l e  jeopardy to  our i s l a n d ' s  mral values. 

The result of t h e  i s k w d ' s  referendum wherein casino gambling w a s  
m t e d  aga ins t  should speak loud and clear o f  t h e  mral t r a d i t i o n s  and 
s t y l e  of l i f e  t h e  m.0 populace p r e f e r s ,  thus  rendering t h e  matter o f  gamb- 
l i n g  (casino) a dead i s sue .  To do otherwise would cons t i t u t e  an irrespon- 
s i b l e  d isplay of indif ference o f  our s o c i e t y ' s  c l e a r l y  stated mral yard- 
s t i c k .  

We say NO to  a l l  kinds  o f  gambling i n  t h e  comnonwealth, and w e  urge 
a l l  concerned t o  do t h e  same. Ci t i zens  m y  properly indulge mde ra t e ly ,  
b u t  we must adopt a pol icy  aga ins t  t h e  imninent and grave dangers of un- 
con t ro l l ed  indulgence. 

We s incere ly  hope t h a t  a l l  Con-Con delegates ,  cognizant o f  t h e i r  
d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to t h e i r  cons t i tuen t s  and not  to  just a vested 
few, t r u l y  se rve  t h e  purpose of  t h e i r  e l e c t i on  to  office by voting 140 to  
t h e  @l ing  proposal.  

Again, thank you fo r  t h i s  opportunity t o  be heard on t h i s  impor- 
tant i s sue .  

Sincere ly ,  

ANNIE T. SABLAN 
General Manager 


