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J u l y  8 ,  1985 

Mon. Lorenzo I.  Guerrero,  Chairman 
Committee on Finance and Other Matters 
Second Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

convent ion 
Saipan,  CM 96950  

Dear M r .  Chairman: 

Thank you f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  com.ent on Delegate  Proposa ls  
No. 246-85, 255-85, 256-85, 266-t35, 273-85, and 293-65, a l l  
of which a r e  s e t  f o r  hea r ing  on Monday, J u l y  8 ,  a t  9:00 a.m. 

We regret t h a t  w e  were n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e s e  connents t o  you 
i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  hear ing .  However, w e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  
n o t i c e  o f  hea r ing  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of J u l y  5. 

We a l s o  r e g r e t  t h a t  no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Author i ty  w i l l  
be a b l e  t o  be  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  hea r ing ;  t h e  Chairman and n o s t  
of  ou r  Board members, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  undersigned and o u r  
l e g a l  counse l ,  w i l l  be o f f  i s l a n d  on t h a t  d a t e .  Mowever, we 
hope t h a t  t h e s e  w r i t t e n  comments w i l l  s u f f i c e .  

The  Au thor i ty  has  no p o s i t i o n  on Delegate  Proposa ls  No. 255- 
85, 256-85, 266-85, 273-85, and 293-85. None of  t h e s e  
measures w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  Au thor i ty ,  and 
f o r  t h a t  reason ,  w e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  that o u r  comments would 
appropr i a t e .  

We do ,  however, wish t o  comment on Delega te  Proposa l  No. 
246-85. The Au thor i ty  t a k e s  no p o s i t i o n  on gambling m~ong  
t h e  g e n e r a l  popula t ion .  Bowever, t h e  Au thor i ty  has  p rev ious ly  
gone on r e c o r d  a s  r e q u e s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  
i n s t a l l  and o p e r a t e  s l o t  machines i n  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  lounge a t  
Saipan I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t .  I n  such a l o c a t i o n ,  acces s  t o  
t h e  machines would be s t r i c t l y  l i m i t e d  t o  persons ho ld ing  
boarding passes  f o r  d e p a r t i n g  f l i g h t s .  S ince  most of  t h e  
passengers  who d e p a r t  Saipan I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  a r e  n o t  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth, t h e  p o t e n t i a l  adverse  impact 
of s l o t  machines upon o u r  people  would be minimized. A t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  t h e  s l o t  machines would p rov ide  a sorely-needed 
a d d i t i o n a l  source  o f  revenue f o r  t h e  Author i ty .  A s  noted 

. above, t h e  bulk of t h i s  revenue would come from t o u r i s t s .  
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I n  summary, i f  gambling i s  t o  be  p r o h i b i t e d ,  t h e  Au tho r i t y  
hopes t h a t  t h e  Delega te  Proposa l  can be amended t o  pe rmi t  
s l o t  machines i n  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  lounge a t  Sa ipan  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A i r p o r t .  

P l e a s e  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  on us  whenever w e  may p r o v i d e '  
any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t o  you. 

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

% 
CARLOS A. SHODA 
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  


