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REPORT TO THE CONVENTION BY THE 
COMM ITTEE ON PERSONAL R IGHTS 8 NATURAL RESOURCES 

S u b j e c t :  C o m m i t t e e  Recommendat i o n  No. - /f 
The  C o m m i t t e e  o n  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

recommends t h a t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  i n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Whole  
a d o p t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  d a y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  h e l d .  

The  C o m m i t t e e ' s  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  w o u l d  
h a v e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a y s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  Sundays  a s  a t  
p r e s e n t .  

Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  be1  i e v e s  t h a t  c h a n g i n g  t h e  day  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  
g e n e r a l  e l c t  i o n  t o  S a t u r d a y  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t e r  c o n v e n i e n c e  f o r  
v o t e r s  and l e s s  work  t i n e  l o s t .  The l a t e r  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  
b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s ,  and  t h e  p u b l i c  a l i k e ,  
as  i t  w o u l d  r e d u c e  l o s s e s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  i ncome a r i s i n g  f r o m  
t h e  e l  e c t o r a  l p r o c e s s .  

Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  now t a k e s  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  day  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t a b u l a t i n g  
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  As m o s t  v o t e r s  l i k e  t o  s t a y  a t  home o r  a t  t h e  
homes o f  f r i e n d s  u n t i l  t h e y  g e t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s ,  and 
t a b u l a t o r s  m u s t  s t a y  away f r o m  t h e i r  j o b s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  
t h e i r  wo rk  and  t h e n  g e t  some r e s t ,  much work  t i m e  i s  l o s t  o n  Monday 
and  Tuesday  w h e ~  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  h e l d  o n  Sunday.  W i t h  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  b a c k  t o  w o r k  o n  
Monday, and e v e r y b o d y  s h o u l d  b e  b a c k  b y  Tuesday .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o g o s a l  s :  Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  c a r e f u l  l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t w o  ---- ------- ----- 
d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  i n  i t s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 80 -85  and  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  No. 101-85.  B o t h  p r o p o s a l s  s o u g h t  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  day  o f  e l e c t  i o n  t o  T u e s d a y  t o  make t h e  Ch'V l g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  U.S. e l e c t i o n s .  Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  r e j e c t e d  
t h i s  a p p r o a c h  f o r  s e v e r e l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  h o l d i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n  o n  Tuesday  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  n e a r l y  a  f u l l  week o f  l o s t  w o r k  
due  t o  t h e  t i m e  i t  t a k e s  t o  t a b u l a t e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  a n d  t h e  
i n t e n s i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .  Second,  i t  i s  v i r t u a l  l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  make o u r  e l e c t i o n s  
t r u l y  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  m a i n l a n d  e l e c t i o n s ,  due  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d a t e  l i n e  and  t h e  eno rmous  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t i m e  zones .  T h i r d ,  y o u r  
C o m m i t t e e  saw no c o m p e l l i n g  need t o  a t t e m p t  t o  make o u r  e l e c t i o n s  
c c i n c i d e  w i t h  U.S. e l e c t i o n s .  And f i n a l  l y ,  m a k i n g  o u r  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n s  c o f n c i d e  w i t h  s e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  w o u l d  



r e q u i r e  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  r e a d j u s t m e n t  i n  t h e  t e r m s  o f  o u r  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s ,  s i n c e  U.S. e l e c t i o n s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  h e l d  a  f u l l  y e a r  
b e f o r e  o u r  e l e c t i o n s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  a l l  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o r n e n d a t i o n .  

R e s p e c t f u l  l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Member Member 

Member 
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SECOFID NORTHERN M A R  IANAS 
CONST ITUT IONAL CONVENT ION, 1 9 8 5  

COMM ITTEE RECOI~IME NDAT ION 1.10. - Ip ------ 

A PROPOSED CONST ITUT IONAL AI.lENDhlENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  V I  I I, S e c t i o n  1 t o  c h a n g e  t h e  day o f  t h e  
r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t l o n  t o  S a t u r d a y .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND COElST ITUT IONAL CONVENT ION: 

Upon r a t  i f  l c a t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S o c t  I o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V  l l l o f  t h e  
Commonweal th o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar l a n a  l s l  ands  C o n s t  i t u t  I o n  and 
P u b l  l c  Law No. 4 - 3 0 ,  t h e  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t h e  Commonweal th o f  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  l s i a n d s  I s  amended a s  f o l l o w s :  

1 I. E f f e c t l v e  u p o n  r a t l f  l c a t l o n ,  S e c t l o n  1 o f  A r t i c l e  V l  i l 

2 I s  amended t o  r e a d :  

3  n S e c t l o n  1 ,  ~ a g j ~ a L , ~ a ~ e r ~ J , ~ l ~ ~ , t ~ - o , n ,  The r e g u l a r  

4 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonweal th s h a l l  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  

5 f l r s t  S a t u r d a y  I n  N ~ v e m b e r . ~ ~  

6 

7 

Committee o n  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  
and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  



SECOND NOR1.BERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTION& CONVENTION 

SAIPAN, CM 9 6 9 5 0  

Telephone 
oft l c c r s  6517/6572 

k r v n  T. Crarrem. C r - l d a t  
Vlcente I. b l v o .  1 s t  Vlcm Cmsldont 
David M. Cing. 2nd Vico C m i d e n t  

REPORT TO THE CONVENTION BY THE 
k r l a  1. p.ngalirun. 3rd V I C ~  p ror idant  COMMITTEE ON PERSCNAL RIGHTS & NATURAL RESOURCES 
Yl l l im 0. kbors .  b n v c n t l m  k c r a t a v  
J w n  T. LIZ-. Floor Leador 

)(sabers - . . 

Lorenw I. Deleon Cucrraro 
Alonzo Ig  I smar  
David L. I g l t o l .  * 
A l to  H. lnos 
Benusto A. Kaipat 
Estevan M. King 
Luis H. LINS 
ASUS P. k f n a s  
Paul A. Manglona 
JM I. )(endlola 
Aniceto H. M m d o  
Fei ic ldad T. O ~ M ~ O  
b r l  1. RqeS 
Joaquin A. Temr lo  
Francisco Toaokane 
Y i  i I lr S. Torres 
lbcn C. Vl l la-z 
lqnacio VI 11 anueva . .  

Subject:  Commi t tee~ecomm~ndat ionNo .  / f  
. . - .  

The C o m i  t t e e  on Personal R ights  and ~ a t ' u r a l  ~ e s b u r c e s  met 
and d e l i b e r a t e d  on Delegate Proposal No: 80-85 and recomnends t h a t  
t h e  Convention meeting i n  Comnittee o f  the  Whole adopt t h e  
proposed amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  Sect ion  1 o f  
A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  "Regular General E lec t ion"  t o  read as fo l l ows :  

"Sect ion 1: Regular General E lec t i on .  The regu la r  general 
e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth s h a l l  be h e l d  on the  f i r s t  
ibd$ddfi d f f t f  fHd f l f$f bfbl(ddJ Saturday in.November." 

Your Comnittee recommends t h a t  the  amendments made t o  
Delegate Proposal No. 80-85 be adopted as Delegate Proposal 
No. 80-85, as amended, and urge t h e  unanimous endorsement o f  t h e  

. members. 

Respec t fu l l y  submitted, 

-el eqate' Es teven 41/1 K S K  
w - .  
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Delegate Aniceto H. Mundo, Delegate Karl 
flember . A n Member 
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Delegate Ramon 4,  \ l i  1 lagomez, 


