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Delegate Lorenzo I. Guerrero 
Chairman, Committee on Finance and 
Other Matters 

Second Northern Marianas Constitutional 
Convention 

Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The following is our comment on the various proposals: 

Proposal No. 244-85 

Since emergency powers is provided under the Constitution, its 
definition should be clear. Power, Public Safety, and Health 
should be made a part of the definition. 

Power: Without power, foods will be spoiled - 
hardship will confront the populace - water will not 
run. 

Health: Treatment of sickness should be paramount 
in our interest. Lack of funds to provide 
medicines, referral of our sickness to competent 
hospital and other health clinics must be 
immediately addressed. 

Public Safety.: Lack of police enforcement will 
induce local and other citizens unrestricted 
violence, and other invasion of life and the pursuit 
of happiness. Of course natural disaster and other 
disaster that may besiege us without warning or 
through no fault of ours. 

I do not agree that such should be concurred or defined by the 
Legislature. Possibly the Legislature should review the 
calamity if and when it exceeded 30 days. This is reasonable 
assurance that the Governor is not abusing its Constitutional 
power. Anything more is unnecessary. 

In case of emergency, the Governor should not have to wait for' 
.the Legislature to approve or concur. Another area which may 
be of interest is: Should the mobilized funds be returned to 
the original source? If SO, when and how long should the 
government repay it. 



Pro~osal No. 245-85 

I do not support this to be in the Constitution. What is 
government sponsored travel: 

How about autonomous agencies? 

How about federally funded program travel? 

How about budget hearings? 

How about other essential and necessary travel? 

How about medical referral? 

How about legisalators important travel? 

Sure, other travels not including the above. But should this 
be regulated by the Constitution? I do think not. 

Proposal No. 264-85 

I think it is premature to provide limitation without knowing 
what is actually needed. Question such as the following should 
be addressed? 

Are we now using the funds available in the best 
interest of our people? 

What is the effect when the limit is set? 

What is our plan for any excess? 

How do we liquidate our deficit? 

Is the present level of funding sufficient to 
provide efficient and effective delivery of public 
service? 

The best approach to cutting government cost is to identify 
areas or activities where abuse is found. Management and 
performance audit is necessary to acquire this information. 

When can we privatized? 

Is the legislative funding excessive? 

I urge for a recommendation to the Public Auditor to perform 
the necessary review of our government or establish a Task 
Force. 



Proposa l  No. 265-85 

One way of app roach ing  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  
s h o r t e r  Con t i nu ing  R e s o l u t i o n  fund ing  l e v e l  shou ld  an  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  n o t  enac t ed .  

I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how t h e  5% shou ld  be a p p l i e d .  Would it be  
r e s t o r e d  i f  and when a  budge t  i s  pa s sed?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  
p r o p o s a l  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  s a f e g u a r d  o r  compl iance  requ i rement  t o  
e n s u r e  t h e  pa s sage  of a  budget .  

1 CMC, D i v i s i o n  7 ,  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  budget  be  passed  30 d a y s  . 
b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  of a  new f i s c a l  yea r .  

L e t ' s  imagine  t h a t  a  budget  i s  n o t  pa s sed  a t  a l l .  How would w e  
t r e a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s :  

How would t h e  a l l o t m e n t  p r o c e s s  be  handled?  

Would it be  t r u e  t h a t  i n  10  months t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
would b e  l o s e  50% of i t s  budge t?  

I f  a f t e r  t h e  10 months i s  up, would t h e  p r e v i o u s  
payments b e  i n v a l i d a t e d ?  

The b e s t  approach t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a  budget  i s  approved i s  when 
e v e r y t h i n g  c l o s e s  down when c o n t i n u i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  p e r i o d  ends .  

P roposa l  No. 268-85 

I do  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e n d  of  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

Care must be  e x e r c i s e d  s o  a s  n o t  t o  hamper government 
o p e r a t i o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  conce rns  must be  add re s sed :  

What i s  p u b l i c  d e b t ?  Does it i n c l u d e  l i a b i l i t i e s  t o  
o t h e r  government a g e n c i e s ,  e .g . ,  Re t i rement  and EDLF? 

Can or shou ld  w e  re t i re  p r i o r  y e a r  d e b t  i n  5 y e a r s ?  

Do w e  have  enough r e s o u r c e s  t o  do  i t ?  

What p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  w i l l  be  a f e c t e d .  

I s u g g e s t  t h a t  we  c o n s i d e r  such  l i m i t a t i o n s  and time-frame: 

Re t i r emen t  fund  d e b t  shou ld  n o t  be  i nc luded .  

Monies used under  emergency d e c l a r a t i o n  shou ld  a l s o  
b e  exc luded .  



S e t  t h e  a m o r t i z a t i o n  p e r i o d  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  of p u b l i c  
d e b t  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  Covenant fund new d e a l .  

P r o p o s a l  No. 277-85 

Not bad.  I j u s t  wonder whether  w e  need concur rence  from Feds .  

P roposa l  No. 271-85 

Too encompassing! what  a r e  w e  t o  d o  i f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  r u n s  o u t  of 
f unds?  I can see t h e  l o g i c  i f  it i s  t h e  Dept. of F inance .  

P r o p o s a l  No. 283-85 

I do  n o t  s u p p o r t  any  law which t e n d  t o  promote s e p a r a t i o n .  I f  
w e  c o n s i d e r  e q u a l i t y ,  I s u g g e s t  1/16 f o r  T i n i a n  and 1/16 f o r  
Rota and 14/16 f o r  Sa ipan .  I f  w e  c o n s i d e r  need,  e v e r y t h i n g  
shou ld  go t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Hea l t h  Cen te r s .  W e  s hou ld  
n o t  i d e n t i f y  pe r cen t age .  

I do  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  p roposa l .  

P r o ~ o s a l  No. 285-85 

How abou t  Sa ipan .  Why d o n ' t  w e  j u s t  a l l o c a t e  ba se  on t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and n o t  c o n s i d e r  need. 

1 d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  p roposa l .  

P roposa l  No. 292-85 

I recommend w e  add e x c e p t  on emergency need.  Example: What i f  
a  f i r e  o r ' t y p h o o n  d e s t r o y s  a  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g ,  l i k e  a  s c h o o l ,  
power, h e a l t h ?  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  C IP ' s  shou ld  be mob i l i z e  t o  cope 
w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

P r o ~ o s a l  No. 303-85 

I recommend t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p a s s  w i t h i n  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  
days  a f t e r  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a  Uniform F i s c a l  
Management P o l i c y  f o r  a l l  b ranches  of government,  i n c l u d i n g  
autonomous a g e n c i e s  and p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  

I f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e n t .  



Proposal No. 313-85 

I do not understand the proposal. Government should invest in 
businesses who keeps their profits on islands. 

Sincerely, 

Tomas B. ~ y d a n  
.Director of Finance 


