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Dear Honorable Manglona : 

I t  g i v e s  a g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  appear  before you and your 
committee t o  t e s t i f y  r e g a r d i n g  a proposal  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment t o  a b o l i s h  the O f f i c e  o f  the Mayor i n  the 
i s l a n d s  north o f  Sa ipan  and r e p l a c e  it w i t h  an  e l e c t e d  
member o f  the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  wh ich  would become 
e f fec t ive  i n  the 1989 genera l  election. 

M r .  Chairman and members o f  th is  h o n o r a b l e  committee, a s  
you may know, the i s l a n d s  north o f  S a i p a n  a r e  no d i f f e r e n t  
f rom the other three i s l a n d s  ent i t ies  R o t a ,  S a i p a n ,  and 
T i n i a n  - because  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a n  e l e c t e d  
Mayor and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  the Commonwealth L e g i s l a t u r e .  

I am v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  r e t a i n i n g  the O f f i c e  o f  the Mayor 
f o r  two  major  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  the Mayor i s  the C h i e f  
E x e c u t i v e  f o r  those i s l a n d  en t i t i es  and s h o u l d  have  a d i r e c t  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  oversee the l ives and w e l l  b e i n g  o f  the 
r e s i d e n t s .  An e l e c t e d  Congressman who i s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  the 
Northern I s l a n d s  may not be too e f f e c t i v e  and f e a s i b l e  
b e c a u s e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e a s o n s .  J u s t  imag ine  how o f  ten 
a n  a i r  or s e a  vessel makes a f i e l d  t r i p  t o  the Northern 
I s l a n d s  i n  a year .  I feel t h a t  it would be t o t a l l y  
i n c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  p e r f o r m  t r a v e l  t o  
and from the i s l a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  when sessions a r e  c a l l e d  
t h a t  he h a s  t o  a t t e n d .  I f  there i s  an  e l e c t e d  Mayor, the 
Mayor c o u l d  be i n  any o f f  i s l a n d s  a t  a n y  g i v e n  p e r i o d  o f  
t i m e  w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g e t t i n g  worr ied  t o  come t o  Sa ipan  
when a session i s  c a l l e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  d a y s .  

M r .  Chairman, i n  my o p i n i o n  the O f f i c e  o f  the Mayor for 
the Northern I s l a n d  h a s  b e e n  proven t o  be s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
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Mr. Chairman, who knows that maybe a f t e r  the year 1989 the 
populations o f  the Northern Is1 ands might decrease 
s igni f icant ly  so that it may not even require an elected 
representative or even a Mayor for the islands and perhaps, 
by then; the islands w i l l  be incorporated with the Saipan 
Senatorial d i s t r i c t  where the Saipan Congressman or Mayor 
can take care o f  the residents there. Therefore, it would 
be f i t t i n g  i f  the o f f i c e  o f  the Mayor for the next four 
t o  eight years i s  retained until  there i s  a s igni f icant  
change which would la ter  accomttwdate the proposed 
amendment . 
I recommend that the candidate for Mayor shall be a 
resident o f  the Northern Islands at  the time o f  the 
election and one who desires t o  remain a resident 
o f  the Northern Islands. 

Mr. Chairman, t h i s  i s  a l l  that I can say for now, and 
i f  I should be o f  further assistance t o  you and your 
committee, please do not hesitate t o  cal l  on me and 
I w i l l  be g l a d  t o  ass is t  you. I remain. 

Sincerely yours, 

Tudel a 
p i c e  Speaker 


