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Dear Chairman Manglona: 

Thank you for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to  appear and t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  
your honorab le  commit tee  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  a proposed 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment which  would amend S e c t i o n  2 o f  
A r t i c l e  V I  o f  the Nor thern  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  the election o f  Mayor for the Sa ipan  d i s t r i c t  and t o  
r e p l a c e  it w i t h  p r e c i n c t  Commiss ioners .  

M r .  Chairman, I would l i k e  to  see t h a t  the Mayor's  O f f i c e  
r e m a i n s  a s  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  add ing  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment which would g i v e  the Mayor a  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  
and power i n  t e r m s  o f  dec i s ion-mak ing  p r o c e s s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
f rom other a u t h o r i t i e s  s u c h  a s  the Governor.  In o t h e r  
words ,  the Mayor should  make d e c i s i o n s  and per form p u b l i c  
services w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n s u l t i n g  or o b t a i n i n g  the 
approva l  o f  the Governor when s u c h  per formances  and a c t i o n s  
d o e s  not r e q u i r e  the G o v e r n o r ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  

A l s o ,  M r  Chairman, a l t h o u g h  I am i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e t a i n i n g  
the Mayor's  o f f i c e  i n  S a i p a n ,  perhaps  it i s  a l s o  f i t t i n g  
i f  there i s  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t h a t  would c r e a t e  a  
Mayor 's  Adv i sory  Commission which  s h a l l  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  
a d v i s o r s  whose d u t i e s ,  g e n e r a l 1  y ,  i s  to a d v i s e  a n d  t o  
report d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Mayor w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  a l l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s .  May I a l s o  recommend t h a t  the 
appo in tmen t  power f o r  the membership o f  this a d v i s o r y  
commiss ion s h a l l  be v e s t e d  i n  the Mayor. Furthermore,  I 
recommend t h a t  t h e  compensat ion o f  the a d v i s o r s  w i l l  be 
d e c i d e d  upon the recommendation o f  the Adv i sory  Commission 
on compensat ion.  d l  so, I recommend t h a t  t h e  Commission 
s h a l l  per form i t s  d u t i e s  on  a  f u l l  t i m e  b a s i s  and must 
n o t  h o l d  any  other governmental  p o s i t i o n  upon assuming 
their c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n .  
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In my opinion, the inef fect iveness o f  the Mayor's Of f ice  
i n  handling and performing community projects as expected 
b y  the people, dictates that most o f  the heavy equipments 
necessary. toward performing community services were given 
t o  the Department o f  Public Works which i n  turn does not 
give f u l l  control over the equipments t o  the Mayor's Of f ice  
which i s  primarily responsible t o  perform such services. 
The other reason, i s  that the Mayor i s  not f u l l y  provided 
the authority t o  procure necessary equipments parts to 
repair and maintain broken equipments that it can use i n  
the community , among administrative matters i n  our 
government. 

Because o f  the mere fact that there i s  a confusion among 
the people as t o  who i s  responsible for the services, 
there i s  presently a duplication o f  e f f o r t  i n  existence 
between Public Works, administration and the Legislature. 
There i s  absolutely no speci f ic  indication as t o  who does 
what and where i s  the proper channel t o  request for 
community services. 

As a two term elected Congressman, everyday I receive 
numerous complaints and assistance requests for coral, 
equipments, s treet l ight  instal lat ion and even I have t o  
prepare job order requests for these services. A t  times, 
I had t o  rent heavy equipments from the private sector 
because o f  various reasons which have never been taken care 
o f .  As a public servant, I cannot af ford t o  ignore the 
people's needs but a t  times, my hands are tied t o  immediate1 y 
take care o f  a l l  these problems. 

Mr. Chairman, i t  i s  about time to address and consider these 
matters seriously so that the provision establishing the 
Of f i ce  o f  the Mayor must be clearly specified as to  i t s  
actual duties and functions within the community. 

I f  these matters are resolved and clearly provided i n  the 
Constitution, the Mayor's Of f ice  can be e f f e c t i v e  i n  the 
community unlike i n  the past. 

I feel that with the creation o f  a Mayor's ~ d v i s o r y  
Commission which consists o f  the four advisors, whose 
o f f i c e s  shall be within the community, the community's 
needs can very well be accommodated i n  an e f f e c t i v e  and 
e f f i c i e n t  manner by the advisory commission. 
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I f  I may be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  you and your commit tee ,  
p lease  do no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  on me. Again, thank you 
f o r  t h i s  oppor tun i t y  and b e s t  wishes  f o r  o u t  f u t u r e .  I 
remain. 

Sincere1 y yours ,  

. Tudela 
C/ V i c e  Speaker 


