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REPORT TO THE CO;.IVE'dTI C P I  BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON PERSCt iAL  R I G H T S  !. 'IATURAL RESOURCES 

S u b j e c t :  Commi t r e e  9ecornnenda: o  / 7 
The Commi t t e e  QI P e r s o n a l  ' - 7 t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  

recommends amending S e c t i o n  3 s z  - - r t i c l e  X I I .  . The Commi t tee  
s u p p o r t s  r e t a i n i n g  [ h e ' . r e s t r i c r ' -  5 o f  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  
a  40 y e a r  l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t s  :-:i ..; some amendments. 

The Cornmi t t e e  e n d o r s e s  and - ; ? p o r t s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e  f r e e h ' 2 l d  and f o r t .  .,dar r e s t r i c t i o n .  Space above  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  h m i e v e r ,  was r;?:?r c o n s i d e r e d .  The i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  w o u l d  - 7 :  Se v i o l a t e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
f l o o r s  above  t h e  f i r s t  w e r e  s o 1 , =  3r l e a s e d  f o r  l o n g e r  p e r i n d  
t h a n  f o r t y  y e a r s .  

The Commit tee a l s o  r e c o g n i z ~ ;  t h a t  some l a n d o w n e r s  a r e  
t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  by o t h e r s  and : - : ,  s e l l  t h e i r  l a n d  a t  p r i c e s  f a r  
b e l o w  t h e i r  r e a l  v a l u e .  Some 2 7 - - 2 c t i o n  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  them 
t h r o u g h  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s l ;  . 

Your Cornmi t t e e  approved p r :z :~a l  140. 199-85 t o  amend S e c t i o n  
3 o f  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  t o  a l l o w  t h e  s a l e  and l o n g - t e r m  l e a s e  o f  
b u i l d i n g  above  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The Commi t tee  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  a l i e n a t i o n  r e i - r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
w o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n t a c t  because  o f  : - 5  f i r s t  f l o o r  and  t h e  l a n d  i t  
s i t s  o n  w o u l d  s t i l l  be c o v e r e d  5, ; r t i c l e  X I I .  The p r o p o s e d  
a ~ n . d - m ~ n t -  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h o s e  o f  , . ;rthern M a r i a n a s  descen_t.-_t_q-- 
r s u q o w n e . r s h i p  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  i.!r,' p r o f i t t ~ i n g  -- f r o m  - t h e  s a l e  of 
a  s t r u c t u r e  above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o -  g n l y .  -~ ~. 

The Commit tee a l s o  approve:  ' ; c o r p o r a t i n g  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  
No. 203-85 w i t h  199-85. ~ h c  to--;:tee a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  
r e q u i r i n g  p r o p e r t y  assessment t c  1 ' o t e c t  l a n d o w n e r s  f r o m  u n s c r u -  
p u l o u s  and  h i g h - p r e s s u r e  r e a l  e s r z r e  b r o k e r s .  

Your Commi t t e e  d i d  n o t  a p p r s i e  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  NO. 1 1  1-85 
because  o f  i t s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Ar:;: le V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  8 0 5 ( a )  o f  t h e  
Covenant .  

CC- :it t e e  o n  P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  a n d  
N a r , l r n l  R e s o u r c e s  
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There fo re ,  your  Committee s t r o n g l y  urges a l l  de lega tes  t o  suppor t  
t he  a t t a c h e d  c o m i t t e e  recommendation. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted ,  

De lega te  Estev D e b d a t e  Joaquin  A. T e n o r i o  
Cha i rman ~ i y e - c h a i  rrmn 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONST ITUT IONAL CONVENT ION, 1985 

/9 COMM ITTEE RECOM~.~ENOAT ION NO. -------- .................................................................. ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

To amend A r i t c l e  XII, Sect ion 3 t o  al low t h e  s a l e  and long-term l e a s e  of 
build in^ above the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

BE I T  AOOPTEO BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon  r a t l f l c a t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S o c t l o n  5 o f  A r t l c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  
Commonwea l th  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar  l a n a  I s  l ands  C o n s t  l t u t  I o n  a n d  
P u b l l c  Law No. 4-30. t h o  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t h e  Commonwea l th  o f  

1 t h e  N o r t h e r n  ~ a r l a n i  I s l a n d s  I s  amended a s  f o l  l ows :  

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i d n ,  Sect ion 3 o f , A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  amended t o  
. . * i e a d :  - - -~ 

3 "Se'ction 3: Permanent and Long-Term I n t e r e s t s  i n  Real Property.  The 

term permanent and long-term i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  property used i n  Sect ion 1 

inc ludes  f reehold  , i n t e r e s t s  except f o r  a  f reehold  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a i r  space 

above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  6f a  s t r u c t u r e  and le'asehold i n t e r e s t s  of more than 

' f o r t y  y e a r s  inc lud ing  renewal r i g h t s .  The a p p r a i s a l  va lue  of f reehold  

i n t e r e s t s  and leasehold  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  property i n  t h e  Commonwealth 
. .. 

s h a l l  be as iessed 'by  a  p rofess iona l  and/or  government-sanctioned a p p r a i s e r ( s 1  

10 befdre  any business  t r a n s a c t i o n  i s  effectuated."  ' 

Committee on Persona l  Rights  and 
Natural  Resources 



PROPOSED FLOOR AMENDMENT TO COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 19 

"Section 3: Permanent and Long-Term In te res t s  i n  Real Property .  The 

term permanent and long-term i n te res t s  i n  r ea l  p roper ty  use i n  Sect ion I 

Inc ludes f reeho ld  i n t e r e s t s  and leasehold i n t e r e s t s  o f  more than f i f t y - f i v e  

(55) years i nc l ud ing  renewal r i pht~// 

3bC.Ul l oo r  o m ?  z t r l l r t u e .  The appra isa l  

va lue o f  permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t ,  i n  r ea l  p roper ty  i n  the 

Comnwea l t h  s h a l l  be assessed by a p ro fess ion  1 and/or government 
% c y p r ~ v r r & )  s ~ f l  

sanctioned appraiser(s)  and/lprovide a copy t o  the landowner be fo re  any 

business t ransac t ion  i s  e f fec tua ted .  Any t r ansac t i on  i n  permanent o r  

long-term i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e a l  property  i n  the Comnwea l t h  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  p rov i s i on  s h a l l  be vo id  ab i n i t i o  and the rea l  p roper ty  s h a l l  be 

f o r f e i t e d  t o  the government. 

Date: Of fered by: COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNHENT 




