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Your Co~nmi t t e e  on Personal R i g h t s  and Natura l  Resources 
Karl T. Reyes c a r e f u l l y  d e l i b e r a t e d  on Delegate Proposals Nos. 30-85 and I b l -  
h q u l n  A. Tenorlo 
Frrnclsco T m k a n e  85. Based on i t s  exhaus t i ve  de l ibera t ions : ,  the  Committee 
W l I l l r  S .  Torres recommends c e r t a i n  ameri;.:lc,nts t o  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  Sect ion 2 o f  t he  
l- C. V l l l a g m z  
I ~ ~ C ~ O  VII lanuews Const i  t r r t i on .  

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the  proposed amendments would permi t  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  permanent o r  long- term i n t e r e s t  i n  land by a 
spouse who is n o t  a person o f  Nor thern Marianas descent, through 
i n h e r i t a n c e ,  o n l y  i f  t he  owner o f  the land d i e s  w i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n .  
I f  the  owner d i e s  wi. th c h i l d r e n ,  then h i s  o r  her  lands go t o  h i s  
o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n  and n o t  t o  a l i e n  spouse. ' 

Your Committee cons idered e x i s t i n g  circumstances which t he  
c h i l d r e n  and the  a l i e n  spouse o f  a CNMt descent have c o n f l i c t s  
ove r  ownership o f  the  deceased f a the r t s /mo the r t s  lands. The 
Committee endorses and suppor ts  the i n t e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  the land  
ownersh ip  o f  Nor thern Marianas descents over  any land ownership 
o f  Non-Northern Marianas descents,  such as a l i e n  spouses. Where 
t h e r e  i s  a c o n f l i c t  between the  two, the  Committee favors  t he  
Nor thern  Marianas descents. 

> 

The second p a r t  o f  the  proposed amendments would extend the  
p e r i o d  o f  t ime i n  which a mortgage may h o l d  the  permanent o r  
long- te rm i n t e r e s t  i n  land acqu i red  by means o f  a mortgage fo re -  
c l osu re .  The ex tens ion  would be from 5 years t o  10 years beyond 
t he  term o f  t he  mortgage. 

Your Committee learned t h a t  banking i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e a l  e s t a t e  mortgage loans i n  t h a t  
t he  c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  does n o t  a f f o r d  them adequate t ime t o  
d ispose  o f  any land  acqu i red  by f o rec losu re .  As a r e s u l t ,  ou r  
c i t i z e n s  l ack  f i n a n c i a l  means t o  develop t h e i r  lands, b u i l d  
homes, and o b t a i n  niaxin!um b e n e f i t s  f rom t h e i r  lands. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
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your  Committee learned t ha t  a v a i l a b l e  U.S. Federal  r ea l  e s t a t e  mortgage 
insurance programs a r e  denied the c i t i z e n s  o f  the CNMl because o f  the  
c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n .  By adopt ing  the  Com~ni t t e e ' s  proposed amendments, 
bo th  the bankers and the Federal  programs would a s s i s t  ou r  c i t i z e n s  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  funds f o r  insurance p r o t e c t i o n  necessary f o r  land developments. 

For the  above reasons, your Commi t tee recommends adopt i on  o f  the 
a t t ached  proposed amendments . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submit ted, 

- 
Delegate Es t e v e d . m g  ~ $ . l e ~ a t e  Joaquin A. Tenor io  
Chai man A ~i ce- Cha i rman 

0 
D e l e d t e  An l ce to  H. Mundo 

&GAP, 
De 1 ega t e  Ka r 1 T/ Reyes 

Member ,Member 
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Delegate Rarnon G. V i  l lagomez 
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S E C O N D  NORTHERN MAR1 ANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COHIIITTEE RECOMMENDATI ON NO. 20 

ADOPTED, AS AMENDED, B Y  THE CC;'8~:IT 
OF THE WHOLE ON JULY 10, 1985. 

A  PROP0,iD CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t ion  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  o f  the  Nor thern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  A c q u i s l t i o ~ i .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE S E C O l l D  CONSTITUTIOEIAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  Sect ior i  5  o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t h e  Con~monwealtil 
o f  the  Nor thern Marlana Is lands  C o n s t l t u t l o n  and P u b l i c  Law 140. 4-30, the 
Const i t o t  I o n  o f  the  Comnonweal t h  o f  the Nor thern Mariana I s l a n d s  i s  an~e~lded 
t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  2 ,  A r t i c l e  XI1 i s  amended t o  read:  

"Sect ion 2: A c q u i s i t i o n .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sec t ion  1 i nc ludes  

a c q u i s i t i o n  by sa le,  lease, g i f t ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  means. A  t r a n s f e r  t o  

a  spouse by l n h e r l t a n c e  I s  n o t  an a c q u l s l t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  the owner 

d i e s  w i t h o u t  i ssue  o r  w i t h  i s s u e  n o t  e l i g l b l e  t o  own land i n  t h e  Nor thern  Mar ia  

I s lands .  A  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  mortgage by means o f  a  f o r e c l o s u r e  on a  mortgage i s  n 

an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  mortgagee does n o t  h o l d  the  permanent 

long- te rm i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r  m r e  than ten  years beyond the term 

o f  the morgage." 

C0,MMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

- 

T E E  



IRTHERN MARIANAS 
r l ONAL CONVENT1 ON, 1985 COKMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 2 8  

A PROPOSED CCNST I TUT IONAL r<iiE!dDMENT 

To amend Sec t ion  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X l  i o F  the N ~ r t P ~ e r - ! ~  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Acquls l  t l o n .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE S E C C N D  CONSTITVT I (!HAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t l c l c  X V l l l  o f  the  Commonwealth 
o f  the  Northern Hariana Is lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub l i c  Law 140. 4-30, the 
Const i  t u t i o n  o f  the Comnwea l  t h  o f  t l i e  Nor t t lern l iar iana Is lands  I s  amended 
t o  read as r o  l lows: 

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  2 ,  

"Section 2:  Acqu i s i t i on .  The tern 

inc ludes  a c q u i s i t i o n  by sa l e ,  lease, g l f  

A t r a n s f e r  t o  a  spouse o r  c h i  l d ren  who a  

descent by I nhe r i t ance  i s  no t  an acqu i s i  

d d h l l  dl&$ JIfHddf Id$d&. A t r a n s f e r  t o  

f o rec l osu re  on a  mortgage i s  no t  an 'acqu 

the mortgagee does no t  h o l d  the pernianen 

r e a l  p rope r t y  f o r  m r e  than ten  years.  6 

A r t i c l e  XI1 i s  amended t o  read: 

I a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sect ion 1 

' t ,  i nhe r i t ance  o r  o t he r  means. 

r e  not  o f  Nor thern Marianas 

t i o n  under t h i s  sec t ion .  I f  fHd 

a mortgage by means o f  a 

i s i t i o n  under' t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  

t o r  long- term i n t e r e s t  i n  

Ciddd fHC fCfh df fHd hBffQd$tf" 

Committee on Personal R lgh ts  and Natu ra l  Resources 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sect ion 2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  o f  the Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Acqu i s i t i on .  

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIQHl 

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution 
and Public Law No. 4-30, the Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended as follows: 

I. Effective upon ratification, Sect ion 2. A r t i c l e  XI1 i s  amended 

t o  read: 

"'Section 2: Acqu i s i t i on .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sect ion 

1 inc ludes a c q u i s i t i b n  by sale,  lease, g i f t .  i nhe r i t ance  o r  o t he r  

means, A  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  spouse by i ' nhe r i ~ance  i s  not  an a c q u i s i t i o n  

under t h i s  Sect ion i f  the owner d i es  w i t hou t  issue o r  w i t h  issue 

no t  e l i g i b l e  t o  own land i'n the Northern Mariana Islands.. A 

t r a n s f e r  t o  a  mortgagee by means o f  a  fo rec losure  on a  mortgage i s  

not  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  sec t i on  i f  the mortgagee i s  a  f u l l  

se r v i ce  bank, Federal Agency o r  Governmental e n t i t y  o f  the 

Comnonwealth and does- no t  ho ld  the permanent o r  long- te rm i n t e r e s t  

i n  r ea l  p roper ty  f o r  more than ten years beyond the term o f  the 

mortgage." 

PASSED SECOND AND FINAL READING, AS AMENDED, ON JULY 18, 1985 



SUBSTITUTE FOR 
COMEIITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO .= 

A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  XI1 of t h e  Northern  Marianas  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  A c q u i s i t i o n .  

E E  IT ADOPTED 31: THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  XVIII o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  L.:J No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t l ;e Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Marinna I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
t o  r ead  a s  f o l l o w s :  

i E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  2 ,  A r t i c l e  X I 1  is amended t o  r e a d :  

2 S e c t i o n  2 :  A c q u i s i t i o n .  T h e  term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  S e c t i o n  1 i n c l u d e s  

3 a c q u i s i t i o n  by s a l e ,  l e a s e ,  g i f t ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  means. A t r a n s f e r  t o  

4  s p o u s e  by i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  no t  on a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  S e c t i o n  if t h e  ownet 

5 d i e s  w i t h o u t  i s s u e  o r  w i t h  i s s u e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  own l a n d  i n  t h e  Nor the rn  

6 Mariana I s l a n d s .  A t r a n s f e r  t o  a  mortagagee by means of a f o r e c l o s u r e  on Q 

7 mortgage i s  n o t  a n  a c q u i s i t i o n  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  m o r t g a g e e x i s  a  f u l l  s e r v i c e  

8 bank,  F e d e r a l  Agency o r  Governmental e n t i t y  o f  t h e  Commonvealth and d o e s  n o t  

9 h o l d  t h e  permanent o r  long- term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r  more t h a n  t e n  

10  y e a r s  beyond t h e  term o f  t h e  mortgage." 

13 By t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources  

14 

15 

16 

1 7  

18 

1 9  

2 0  

2 1 



MARIANAS 
CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOEIMEIdDAT I  011 llO -2.0 

A PROPOSED CONST I TUT IONAL AMENDME141 

To arnend Sect ion 2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  o f  the Northern Marianas Cons t i t u t i on  
r e l a t i n g  to. Acqu is i t ion .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONST ITUTIONAL CONVEIITI 014: 

Up011 r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I  I I o r  l lic CI>II~INJII~JI. .*~ 
o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands C o n s t i t u t i o n  arid Pub1 i c  Law -No. 11-30,  rill. 
Cons t i  t i l t i o n  o f  the Cormonweal t h  o f  the Northern Hariana I s l o ~ ~ d s  i s  i l ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ t l ~  
as fo l lows:  

I. E f f y c t l v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Section 2 ,  A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  amended to read 

"Section 2 :  Acquis i ' t io t ,  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sect ion 1 

inc ludes a c q u i s i t i o n  by sa le  lease; g i f t ,  l nher l tance  o r  o the r  means. 

A t r ans fe r  t o  e spouse 6y lnher1,tance 1's not  an acqu ls l  t l o n  under th1.s 

Sect lon I'f the owner d i e s  w i ' t b u t  I:ssue o r  w i t h  Issue no t  e l  i.gi:hle t o  

own land i n  the Northern Hariana Is l4nds.  A t r ans fe r  t o  a  mortgagee 

hy means o f  a fo rec losure  on a  mortgaqe i s  no t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under 

thi.s sec t ion  i f  the mortgagee i s  a  f u l l  se rv ice  bank: Federal Agency 

o r  Governmental e n t i t y  o f  the Commonwealth and does no t  ho ld  the 

permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t  i'n rea l  p roper ty  f o r  more than ten 

years beyond the term o f  the rnortg?ge." 

PASSED SECOND AND FCNAL READlliG, AS AHWOED,' ON JULY 18, 1985 
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JND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
,dSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDAT 1014 ElO .---- q-A 

. - .  . - .  

.. - - -- 

A PROPOSEU CONST I TUT I ONAI- AilEf.IbI.IENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I  I o f  the t4o1-thern Marianas C r r l  t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  A c q u i s i t i o n ,  

BE IT .  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND LONST ITUTIONAL C O I . 4 V E I I 1  I O N :  

Upon r a t  i f i c a t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I  I I o r  t I I C  C ~ ~ ~ r n n o l ~ i r l . . l I  1 1 1  

o f  the N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Lab1 tJo. ' 1 - 3 0 ,  ( I I ( !  

Cons t i  t u t i o n  0: the  Connunweal th o f  the N o r t h e r n  Mariaria I s  l a ~ ~ d s  i s  JIIICIIO('~I 

as f o l  lows: 

I .  E f f y c t l v e  upon ratification, Sec t i on  2 ,  A ~ . t i . c l e  X I 1  i s  amended t o  read  

"Sec t ion  2:  Acqui-s i ' t ion,  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sec t ion  1 

{nc ludes.  a c q u i s i t i o n  by s a l e  lease ;  g I f t ,  

(an 'and in t f / ~  t r a n s f e r  t o  a mortgagee 
_C 

by means. o f x c l o s u r e  on a mortgage 1's n o t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under 

th.i.r sect i 'on i f  t h e  mortgagee i's a f u l  1 s,ervi.ce bank, Federa l  Agency 

o r  Governmental e n t i . t y  o f  the  Commonwea'lth and doer- n o t  h o l d  the 

permanent o r  long- term l n t e r e s  t i'n r e a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r  Inore than ten 

yea rs  beyond the  term o f  t he  mortgage,' :  

PASSED SECOND AND F INA l .  R F 4 i ) l l ; l :  f i  A ~ I I  . :  I v I u I n o r  



, c , - ~ ~ ~  NORTHERN MAR l AlSAS 
cottSTl  TUT IONAL CONVENT1 ON, 1985 Cot-!ll I TTEE RECOMMENDAT ION NO. 20 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENUHENT 

To amend Sec t lon  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  oT the Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t l n g  t o  Acqu l s i t l on .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIOW: 

Upon r a t l f i c a t l o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t l c l e  X V l l l  o f  the  Col~atonwealth 
o f  the Nor thern  Marlana Is lands  C o n s t l t u t l o n  and Pub l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  the Comnonwealth o f  t he  Iiorthern Harlana Is lands  I s  amended 
t o  read as f o l l ows :  

I E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Section 2, A r t i c l e  X l t  i s  amended t o  read: 

2 "Section 2: Acqu is i t ion ,  The term acquisPt ion used i'n Sect ion I 

3 inc ludes a c q u i s i t i o n  by sale, lease, g i ' f t ,  i nher i tance  o r  o the r  means.. A 

4 t r a n s f e r  t o  a spouse by i nher i tance  i s  not  an a c q u i s i t r o n  under t h i s  

5 sec t i on  i f  the owner d i es  w i thou t  issue. A  t r ans fe r  t o  a  mortgage hy 

6 means o f  a forec losure on a mortgage i s  no t  an acqui 's i t ion under thi:s 

7 sec t i on  i f  the  mortgagee does no t  ho ld  the permanent o r  long-term 

8 i n t e r e s t  i n  r ea l  p roper ty  f o r  more than ten years beyond the  term a t  the 

9 mortgage." 

COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RlGHTS 
AND E:a\iURAL RESOURCES 

-----I-. --A 



sECOIiD NORTHERN M R  I ANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 20 

A PROPOSED CONST ITUT I O I I ~ L  AMENUI-1EIdT 

To amend Sec t ion  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I 1  o f  t l ie H3:-:'1ern Mar i . . ,  , C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  A c q u i s i t i o n .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CO(.iSlI T U T  IOtlAL CO;.iVENT ION: 

Upon r a t l f i c a t l o n  pursuant  t o  Sect ion 5 o f  k r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  the Co~ ls~o~ lwea l t l l  
o f  the Nor thern  Marlana I s l ands  Consti  t u t i o n  and Publ i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Comnonweal t h  o f  the H o r t l ~ e r n  Mariana Is lands i s  amended 
t o  read as f o  1 lows : 

I 

E f f e c t i v e  u p o n ' r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sect ion 2 ,  A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  a~nended t o  read: 

"Sect ion 2: Acqu i s i t i on .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sec t ion  I inc ludes  

a c q u l s i t l o n  by sa l e ,  lease,  g i f t ,  i nhe r i t ance  o r  o ther  means. A  t r a n s f e r  t o  

a spouse by I n h e r i t a n c e  I s  n o t  an a c q u l s l t l o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  the owner 

d i es  w i t hou t  l ssue  o r  w l t h  l ssue  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  own land i n  the Nor thern  Mariana 

Islands. A  t r a n s f e r  t o  a m r t g a g e  by means o f  a  f o rec l osu re  on a mortgage i s  no t  

an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  sec t i on  i f  the mortgagee does no t  h o l d  the permanent o r  

long- term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p rope r t y  f o r  Inore than ten years beyond the term 

o f  the morgage." 

15 ' .  ADOPTED, AS AMENDED, BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AND THE CONVENTION ON 
~ U L Y  l o ,  1985. 

16,  



NORTHERN MARIANAS . 
ITUTlONAL CONVENTION, 1985 

SUBSTITUTE FOR 
COMMITTEE RECOYrJZNDATION NO .z 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 2 of Article XI1 of the Northern Marianas Con- 
stitution relating to Acquisition. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution end Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended 
to read as follows: 

Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XI1 is amended to read: 

Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section 1 includes 

acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to 
/ 

spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this Section if the owner 

dies without jssue or vith issue not eligible to own land in the Northern 

Mariana Islands. A transfer to a mortagagee by means of a foreclosure on ?' 
mortgage ie not an acquisition under tt~ie section if the mortgagee is a full service X 
bank, Federal Agency or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not 

hold the permanent or long-term interest in real property for more than ten 

years beyond the tern of the mortgage." 

By the Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources 



,OND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
.NSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO.  2 0  

.- 

.. -- 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t lon  2 o f  A r t l c l e  XI1 o f  the Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  . i 1 3 t i n g  
t o  A c q u l s l t l o n .  

BE IT ADOPTED B Y  THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  the Cornmonw~a1:h 
o f  the  Nor thern Mariana l s lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the C o m n w e a l t h  o f  the Nor thern Mariana Is lands  i s  anended 
t o  read as f o l  lows: 

1 I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sect ion 2 ,  A r t i c l e  X I 1  i s  amended t o  r e a d  

2  "Sect ion 2: .Acqu is i t i on .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sect ion 1 

3  inc ludes  a c q u i s i t i o n  by sa le,  lease, g i f t ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  means. 

4 A t r a n s f e r  t o  a spouse o r  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  n o t  o f  Nor thern  Marianas 

5 descent by i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  n o t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  sec t ion .  I f  fMd 

6 d d h d t  d I C d  4 I f H d d f  Idddd. A t r a n s f e r  t o  a mortgage by means o f  a  

7 fo rec losure  on a mortgage i s  n o t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  

8 the  mortgagee does n o t  h o l d  the permanent o r  long- term i n t e r e s t  i n  

9 r e a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r  ?re than ten years.  ECJdhd f H d  f k t h  d f  f H k  hdffg'd8dL" 

10 

1 1  

12 

13 

14 

15 . 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

Commi t t e e  on Personal R i g h t s  and Natura l  Resources 



2nd N O R T H E R N  M A R I A N A S  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  
C O N V E N T I O N  H A L L  - H O U S E  OF T A G A  
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Y E S  
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/ 

# 

2 4 .  V I L L A N U E V A ,  Ignacio 
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NO A B S T A I N E D  
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

i> To amend S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  X I 1  of t h e  Northern Marianas Con- < s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  Acquis i t ion .  
q I' 

:'> 
BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: I 

ion  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  XVII 
n  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  is amended 
F t o  read a s  fo l lows :  
F. 
@: 
A. 
::*: E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  2 ,  A r t i c l e  XI1 is amended t o  read:  

Sec t ion  2: Acquis i t ion .  The term a c q u i s i t i o n  used i n  Sec t ion  1 i n c l u d e s  

a c q u i s i t i o n  by s a l e ,  l e a s e ,  g i f t ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  means. A  t r a n s f e r  t o  a 

spouse by i n h e r i t a n c e  is  n o t  a n  a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  S e c t i o n  i f  t h e  owner 

d i e s  without  i s s u e  o r  w i t h  i s s u e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  own land  i n  t h e  Northern 

Mariana I s l a n d s .  A  t r a n s f e r  t o  a mortagagee by means of a  f o r e c l o s u r e  on 

mortgage is n o t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  m o r t g a g e e x i s  a f u l l  s e r v i c e  
.: ;Zi, . . 9 
55 8 bank, F e d e r a l  Agency o r  Governmental e n t i t y  of  t h e  Commonwealth and does n o t  

1 

, 2~ 9 hold  t h e  permanent o r  long-term i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p roper ty  f o r  more than  t e n  
C I 

""10 yearsbeyondthetermofthemortgage." I 

>,$' 

X 
6.i-13 . By t h e  Committee on P e r s o n a l  Righ ts  and Natura l  Resources 

' * " 1 4  $ I 
\ 
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6 5 1 7 / 6 5 7 2  

REPORT TO THE CONVENTION BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS G NATURAL RESOURCES 

S u b j e c t :  Commit tee Recommendat i o n  No. 20 

Your Committee on Persona l  R'ghts and N a t u r a l  Resources 
c a r e f u l l y  d e l i b e r a t e d  on De lega te  P roposa l s  Nos. 30-85 and I b l -  
85. Based on i t s  e x h a u s t i v e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  t he  Committee 
recommends c e r t a i n  amendments t o  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  
Cons t i  t u t i o n .  

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t he  proposed amendments wou ld  permi t 
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  permanent o r  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  by a  
spouse who i s  n o t  a  pe rson  o f  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas descent ,  t h rough  
i n h e r i t a n c e ,  o n l y  i f  t h e  owner o f  t he  l and  d i e s  w i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n .  
I f  t h e  owner d i e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  then h i s  o r  h e r  lands go t o  h i s  
o r  he r  c h i l d r e n  and n o t  t o  a l i e n  spouse. 

Your Committee cons ide red  e x i s t i n g  c i r cums tances  wh ich  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  and the a l i e n  spouse o f  a  CNMl descen t  have c o n f l i c t s  
o v e r  ownersh ip  o f  t he  deceased f a t h e r l s / m o t h e r ' s  l ands .  The 
Committee endorses and suppo r t s  the  i n t e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  t he  l and  
ownersh ip  o f  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas descents  o v e r  any l a n d  ownersh ip  
o f  Non-Nor thern  Mar ianas descen ts ,  such as a l i e n  spouses. Where 
t h e r e  i s  a  c o n f l i c t  between the two, t he  Committee f a v o r s  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas descents .  

The second p a r t  o f  t h e  proposed amendments wou ld  ex tend  t h e  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  a  mor tgage may h o l d  t he  permanent o r  
l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t  i n  l and  a c q u i r e d  by means o f  a  mortgage f o r e -  
c l o s u r e .  The e x t e n s i o n  would  be f rom 5 yea rs  t o  10 yea rs  beyond 
t h e  te rm o f  t he  mor tgage.  

Your Commi t t e e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  bank ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e a l  e s t a t e  mortgage loans i n  t h a t  
t h e  c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  does n o t  a f f o r d  them adequate t i m e  t o  
d i spose  o f  any l a n d  a c q u i r e d  by f o r e c l o s u r e .  As a  r e s u l t ,  o u r  
c i t i z e n s  l a c k  f i n a n c i a l  means t o  deve lop t h e i r  l ands ,  b u i l d  
homes, and o b t a i n  maximum b e n e f i t s  f r om t h e i r  lands. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  



t t o  t h e  Convt@ion by the cornmi t t e e  
'e rsona l  R i g h t s  & Na tu ra l  Resources 
t tee  Recommendation 140. 2 0  
2 

Commi t t e e  1 earned t h a t  ava i  1 a b l e  U.S. Federa l  r e a l  e s t a t e  mortgage 
.ante programs a r e  den ied  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  CNMl because o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n .  By a d o p t i n g  t h e  Committee's proposed amendments, 
b o t h  t h e  bankers  and the  Federa l  programs would  a s s i s t  o u r  c i t i z e n s  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  funds f o r  i nsu rance  p r o t e c t i o n  necessary  f o r  l a n d  developments.  

For  t h e  above reasons, your  Committee recommends a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  
a t t a c h e d  proposed amendments. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted ,  

- - De I egate  ES t e v e w % . m g  D 2  
-//--+ 
g e g a t e  Joaqu in  A. T e n o r i o  

Cha &man V i ce-Cha i rman 

, Vvb- J\/ 
Deleg5te  An'iceto H. Mundo 

C 5 w  J pr- 
Delegate  K a r l  T JReyes 

Member Member 

Delegate  Ramon G .  V i  l lagomez 
Membe r 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOHHENDAT ION NO. d o  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t lon  2 o f  A r t i c l e  X I I  o f  the  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
: r e l a t i n g  t o  Acqu i s i t i on .  
k 

. BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

c 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sect lon 5  o f  A r t i c l e  X V I  I I o f  t he  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  Northern Mariana Is lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub1 l c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  the Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands  i s  amended 
t o  read as f o l l ows :  

I 

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i ' c a t i o n ,  Sect ion 2, Ar tpc le.  XI:1 i:s; amended t o  read: 

"Sect ion  2: Acquis i t ion. .  The term acquiysi't ion used i-n Sect i'on 1  

inc ludes a c q u i s i t i o n  by sa le ,  lease, gi . f t ,  Cnheritance o r  o t he r  means., A 

t r a n s f e r  t o  a  spouse hy i nhe r i t ance  i s  no t  an a c q u i s i t i o n  und?r thy5  
o r  l l r r L  111*~~;~Leb-Q L 

sec t i on  i f  the owner d i es  w i thou t  issue A t r ans fe r  t o  a  mortgage 6y. * 4 t l .  
means o f  a  fo rec losure  on a  mortgage i s  not  an acqui.si t  i on  under thi;s 

sec t i on  i f  the mortgagee does not  ho ld  the permanent o r  long-term 

i n t e r e s t  i n  r ea l  p roper ty  f o r  more than ten years beyond the  term a t  the  - 
mortgaqe." 

COMH tTTEE ON PERSONAL R tGHTS 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 


