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R a m o n  G. Vi l lagornez The Committee on Pe r sona l  R igh t s  and Na tu r a l  Resources 
l g n a c ~ o  Vi l lanueva recommends t h a t  t h e  Convention,  meet ing i n  Committee of  t h e  

Whole, adop t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  proposed C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendment 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Eminent Domain. 

The Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth e x e r c i s e  
t h e  power o f  eminent  domain and a c q u i r e  e i t h e r  "Freeho ld  o r  
"Leasehold" i n t e r e s t  i n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  nece s sa ry  f o r  t h e  
accomplishment o f  a p u b l i c  purpose .  

Eminent domain i s  c u r r e n t l y  p rov ided  f o r  i n  t h e  Cons t i -  
t u t i o n  " a s  p rov ided  by law" b u t  t h e  Committee r e a l i z e s  t h a t  
t h e  law res t r ic ts  t h e  government t o  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t .  The 
Committee a g r e e s  w i th  De lega te  Proposa l  No. 63-85 t o  i n c l u d e  
" l e a s e h o l d  i n t e r e s t "  s o  t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth cou ld  e n t e r  
i n t o  a l e a s e  agreement w i th  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  i f  it s e r v e s  
a p u b l i c  purpose .  T h i s  would a l l o w  r e t u r n  of  p r i v a t e  l a n d  
upon e x p i r a t i o n  o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  l e a s e .  

De l e sa t e  Proposa l :  Only Proposa l  No. 63-85 was sub- 
m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  committee t o  amend S e c t i o n  1 o f  A r t i c l e  X I I .  
The Committee c a r e f u l l y  add re s sed  t h e  concern  of  t h e  
p roposa l  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  acqu i r ed  p r o p e r t y  when it i s  no 
l o n g e r  needed. The Committee no ted  t h a t  eminent  domain by 
f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  canno t  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  owner. T h i s  
concern  i s  add re s sed  upon e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  l e a s e  through 
t h i s  proposed amendment. 
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Therefore, your Committee on Personal Rights and 
Natural Resources strongly urges all delegates to support 
the attached Committee recommendation. 

Respectfully submitted: 

'Celegate Estefr- King 
Chairman 

DeLegate ATnYceto "H . Mundo 

Cc Q J 7.L- 4- 
Delegate Kaqd T. Reyes 
Member / 

X,$t/ 
Delegate Ramon G. Villagomez 
Member 
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A PROPOSED CONST ITUT IONAL. AbIENDME NT 

To amend A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  Sec t ion  .1 t o  a c q u i r e  e i t h e r  f r e eho ld  o r  l e a seho ld  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  necessa ry  f o r  t h e  accomplishment of a  p u b l i c  
purpose.  

Upon r a t l f l c a t f ~ n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t f o n  5 o f  A r t f c l e  X V I I I  o f  t h e  
Commonweal th  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  l s l  a n d s  C o n s t f t u t f o n  and 
P u b l  l c  Law No. 4-30,  t h o  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t 'he Cgmmonweal th  o f  
t h e  . N o r t h e r n  ~ a r l a n a  I s l a n d s  I s  amended a s  f o l  lows:  

' ~ f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  1 o f  A r t i c l e  X I I I  i s  amended t o  read:  
" 

Z "Sect ion 1: Eminent Domain Power. The Commonwealth may e x e r c i s e  t h e  

power of  .eminent domain a s  b rov ided  by law t o  a c q u i r e  e i t h e r  f r e eho ld  o r  
P 

leasehogd interest i n  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  necessa ry  f o r  t h e  accomplishment of 
C 
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