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Sub jec t :  COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION No. aB 

Your Committee on Personal  R igh t s  and Na tu ra l  Resources 
has c a r e f u l  l y  examined and d e l  i bera ted  on Delegate Proposal  
Nos. 37-85, 17-85, and 97-85, r e l a t i v e  t o  amending A r t i c l e  
I, Sec t i on  9 o f  t h e  CNMI C o n s t i t u t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c l e a n  
and h e a l t h f u l  environment,  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  no i se  p o l l u t i o n ,  
n u c l e a r  s to rage  o r  dumping and t h e  s to rage ,  use, o r  dumping 
of t o x i c  chemical  o r  b i o l o g i c a l  weapons o r  m a t e r i a l s .  
Your Committee f i n d s  and concludes t h a t  t h e  te rm " c l ean  
and h e a l t h f u l  p u b l i c  env i ronment"  i s  t o o  genera1 o f  a  
s ta tement  and t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  what f a l l s  w i t h i n  such 
genera l  s ta tement  i s  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  types and area o f  p u b l i c  environment 
a r e  c l e a r l y  con ta ined  w i t h i n  t h a t  term, you r  Committee 
has dec ided t o  propose an amendment i n  consonant w i t h  
Delegate Proposal  NOS: 37-85, 17-85, and 97-85. 

The amendment would add t h a t  c l ean  and h e a l t h f u l  p u b l i c  
environment s h a l l  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  water ,  
land,  a i r ,  and p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n ,  s t o rage  
o r  dumping o f  n u c l e a r  wastes and m a t e r i a l s ,  and t o x i c  
chemical  o r  b i o l o g i c a l  weapons o r  m a t e r i a l s .  

Your Committee takes  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  impor tance 
o f  a  h e a l t h y  env i ronment  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convent ion t o  p r o t e c t  such environment.  
To be c e r t a i n  t h a t  o u r  e n t i r e  env i ronment  i s  p ro tec ted ,  
we must keep a l l  o u r  waters,  l ands  and a i r  f r e e  f r om any 
t y p e  o f  p o l l u t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  peace fu lness  o f  o u r  
1  i f e s t y l e  and t h e  t r a n q u i l i t y  o f  o u r  people  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  
i f  we i n c l u d e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  no i se  p o l l u t i o n  coming 
f r om any u n j u s t i f i e d  source o r  sources. Under t h i s  
p r o v i s i o n ,  any a c t i v i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  excess ive  no i se  
should  be l o c a t e d  o r  r e l o c a t e d  away f r om p u b l i c  areas,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas and t h e  p a t h  o f  n o i s y  
a i  r p 1  anes o r  j e t p l  anes shou ld  be d i  r e c t e d  away f r o n ~  pub1 i c  
and r e s i d e n t i a l  areas. 
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The amendment f u r t h e r  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  s to rage  o r  dumping o f  n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l  
as waste and t o x i c  chemical  o r  b i o l o g i c a l  weapons and m a t e r i a l s .  Under t h i s  
p r o v i s i o n ,  any i n d i v i d u a l  f r om  t h e  CNMI may f i l e  s u i t  t o  e n j o i n  o r  p r o h i b i t  
any o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r o h i b i t e d  hereunder,  excep t  as p rov i ded  
b y  law. 

Under t h i s  proposed amendment, any e x i s t i n g  o r  f u t u r e  laws a l l o w i n g  c e r t a i n  
t ypes  o f  n u c l e a r  use, s to rage ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  necessary  f o r  medica l  o r  n a t i o n a l  
defense purposes a r e  pe rm i t t ed .  It w i l l  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  any agreement between 
t h e  CNMI and t h e  Federa l  Government r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  same s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  

Your Committee recommends adop t i on  o f  t h e  a t t ached  proposed amendment, 
and u rge  t h e  unanimous endorsement o f  t h e  o t h e r  Convent ion de lega tes .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted,  

/ 

Delegate Esteven/m,&hf -- 
Chai rman 

I 

Delegate K a r l  p. Reyes 
Member 

D q l l g a t e  Joaquin  A. Tenor io- "  

_I' 

e t o  H. MUndo 
Membe r 
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A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t i on  9 o f  A r t i c l e  I o f  t he  No r the rn  Mari.anas C o n s t i ~ t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Clean and H e a l t h f u l  Environment.. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l  l o f  t h e  Con~~~~onweal  th  
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t he  
Cons t i  t u t l o n  o f  t h e  C o m n w e a l  th  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
t o  read  as f o l l o w s :  

I E f f e c t i . v e  upon r a t i . f i c a t i . o n ,  Sec t i on  9 o f  A r t i c l e  I i s  amended t o  read:  

2 "Sect ion 9; Clean and H e a l t h f u l  Environment.  Each person has t he  

3 r i g h t  t o  c l ean  and h e a l t h y  p u b l i c  environment i n  a l l  areas,  i n c l u d i n g ,  

d/K-aQ 
4 b u t  n o t  1i.mited t o  land,  a i r ,  and water .  Harmful sr unnecessary no i se  

5 p o l l u t i o n  and t h e  s to rage  o f  nuc lea r  o r  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  

4W.F 
6 dumping o r  s t o rage  o f  any type  o f  n u c l e a r  waste ks p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h i n  the  

7 su r f ace  o r  suhmerged lands and waters  o f  t h e  No r the rn  Mariana I s l ands ,  

8 except  as p rov i ded  by law. 
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