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Comrnittee reviewed Delegate Proposal ,  Nos. 95-85, 
314-85. 

Cur ren t l y ,  A r t i c l e  X I V ,  Sect ion 2 o f  the  Northern Marianas 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  addresses two important  concepts w i t h  respect  t o  
"Uninhabited Is lands."  F i r s t ,  i t  r e s t r i c t s  the  use o f  Managaha 
I s land  f o r  c u l t u r a l  and rec rea t i ona l  purposes o n l y .  Second, i t  
i d e n t i f i e s  two is lands ,  Sariguan and Maug, t o  be maintained as 
uninhabi ted  p laces and used on l y  f o r  p reserva t ion .  'The Cornmi t t e e  
in tends t o  perpetuate these concepts and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  f i n d s  
appropr ia te  t o  inc lude th ree  o the r  uninhabi ted is lands  t o  be 
pro tec ted  and preserved. 

Delegate Proposal No. 95-85 had s i r n i l a r  i n t e n t i o n ,  bu t  f e l l  
sho r t  by e l i m i n a t i n g  the second and very important concept. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  Managaha, i t  r e s t r i c t s  "other i s lands  prov ided by law" 
f o r  c u l t u r a l  and rec rea t i ona l  purposes on l y .  The Committee f i n d s  
t h a t  the  concept o f  p rese rva t i on  o f  un inhab i ted  is lands  w e l l  
s u i t e d  f o r  t h a t  purpose must be cont inued as espoused by our  
present  Cons t i t u t i on .  

Delegate Proposal No. 314-85 maintained both  concepts pro-  
moted by our  present Cons t i t u t i on .  However, i t  added a d d i t i o n a l  
language which the Committee f i n d s  unnecessary and inc luded two 
o the r  uninhabi ted is lands  f o r  p rese rva t i on  which a r e  no t  appro- 
p r i a t e  f o r  t h a t  purpose. The i s l a n d  o f  m e d i n i l l a  has been 
leased t o  the  Un i ted  States f o r  m i  1 i t a r y  purposes. The i s l a n d  o f  
Aguiguan, which i s  i n  p rox im i t y  t o  T in ian ,  may be f e a s i b l e  
f o r  economic development. I t s  b i o l o g i c a l  va lue as unique h a b i t a t  
f o r  f l o r a  and fauna has been reduced by the presence o f  f e r a l  
animals. 
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Delegate Proposal No. 130-85 mainta ins bo th  concepts as expressed i n  
ou r  present  Cons t i t u t i on .  The proposal ,  however, excluded the i s l a n d  o f  
Sariguan, bu t  added the  is lands  o f  Uracas, Asuncion and Guguan f o r  p re-  
servat ion. ' 

During the  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  t he  Committee reviewed a  r e p o r t  f rom the 
Department o f  Natura l  Resources and f i n d s  t h a t  Uracas, Asuncion and Guguan 
a r e  v o l c a n i c a l l y  a c t i v e  and a r e  genera l l y  unsu i tab le  f o r  permanent hab i ta -  
t i o n .  They have n o t  been occupied s ince  the  war. Thus i n  t h e i r  undis- 
turbed s t a t e ,  these i s l ands  have acqu i red  a  unique f l o r a  and fauna and are,  
there fore ,  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  p rese rva t l on  o r  sanctuary s ta tus .  I n  o rder  t o  
p r o t e c t  and preserve these unique b l o l o g l c a l  c h a r a c t e r l s t l c s ,  I nc lud ing  
the n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e  and h a b i t a t s ,  access t o  these Is lands  must be con- 
t r o l  led.  One very Important f ea tu re  o f  these l s l ands  I s  t h a t  there  a re  
no f e r a l  animals. The compel l ing reason f o r  exc lud ing  Sariguan from t h e  
l i s t  o f  un inhab i ted  is lands  f o r  p rese rva t i on  i s  because o f  subs tan t i a l  
environmental damage caused by f e r a l  p i g s  and goats. I t  appears t h a t  
p u b l i c  hun t i ng  i s  the o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  means p resen t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  con- 
t r o l l i n g  these animals, and thus the  recommendation t o  open i t  up f o r  p u b l i c  
access. While f r u i t  ba ts  and coconut crabs a r e  present  on Asuncion, these, 
i n c l u d i n g  goads and p igs,  t he  game animals most popular  w i t h  hunters, a re  
more abundant on t h e  o the r  Northern ls lands  ( i . e .  Anatahan, Sariguan, Ala- 
magan, Pagan, and Agrigan).  

I f  the  un inhab i ted  is lands  a r e  pro tec ted ,  they could serve as source 
o f  popu la t i oh  o f  w i l d l i f e  t o  be used f o r  res tock ing  o t h e r  i s l ands  where 
c e r t a i n  species have been depleted. For example, f r u i t  bats,  which are  
present  on Guguan and Asuncion, cou ld  be used t o  rep len i sh  the  a1 ready 
d e c l i n i n g  (or  perhaps e x t i n c t )  popu la t ion  on T i n i a n  and Saipan. 

The Committee de le ted  the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h  from Delegate Proposal 
No. 130-85, because i t  f i n d s  t h a t  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine how 
much area o f  the ocean surrounding each i s l a n d  and what species o f  f i s h  
a r e  t o  be pro tec ted .  The Committee decided t h a t  management o r  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  f i s h  could be addressed by an app rop r ia te  agency o f  the  government i f  
necessary . 

I n  view o f  t he  above f i n d i n  s, the Committee unanimously supports 
Committee Recommendation No. &P f o r  adopt ion by the  Convention. 

Respec t fu l l y  submitted, 

I 
DeY'ate Joaquin A. Tenor io 

Cha i rman ~ i E e - ~ h a i  rman 



SECOND NORTHERN M A R  l A N A S  
CONST ITUT JONAL CONVENT ION, 1985 

COMM ITTEE RECOMMENDAT ION NO. ---- -,, 

To amend A r t i c l e  X I V ,  Sec t ion  2 t o  i nc lbde  two o t h e r  un inhabi ted  i s l a n d s  
t o  be  p ro t ec t ed  and preserved .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTlTUTlONAL CONVENTION: ' '  

Upon r a t  1.f l c a t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t  I o n  5 o f  ~ r t  lc ' le  X V  I I I o f  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  I s l a n d s  C o n s t l t u t l o n  and 
Publ  l c  l a w  No. 4-30, t h e  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  
fhe N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  l s l a n d s  I s  amended:as f o l l o w s :  

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  2 of A r t i c l e  X I V  i s  amended t o  read :  

"Sectipn 2: Uninhabited I s l a n d s . . , T h e . i s l a n d  of Managaha s h a l l  be 
, A 

maintained B s  an un inhabi ted  p l a c e  and used only  f o r  c u l t u r a l  and r ec rea t iona  

purposei. The i s l a n d s  of  Maug, Uracas,  Asuncion, Guguan ahd o t h e r  i s l a n d s  

s p e c i f i e d  by law s h a l l  be  'maintained as uninhabi ted  p l a c e s  and used only  f o r  

t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  of  n a t u r a l  res,ources,  i n c l u d i n g  but  no t  l i m i t  

7 t o ' b i r d ,  w i l d l i f e  and p l a n t  spec i e s . "  

Committee on Persona l  Rights  and 
Na tu ra l  Resources 
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