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Wednesday, J u l y  10. 1985 

Twenty- th i rd Day 

The session f o r  t h e  23rd day o f  t h e  Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convention was c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  a t  2:24 p.m, by  President  Herman T. Guerrero 
w i t h  a l l  24 members present .  The Summary Journal f o r  t h e  22nd Day ( J u l y  9, 
1985) was adopted by  a vo ice  vote. Communications were received concerning 
over t ime compension, and Pub l i c  Laws 4-45 and 3-42, bo th  t i t l e d  "Nuclear and 
Chemical Free Zone." Legal Opinions ' 27, 28, 29, and 30 were received, 
concerning " r i g h t s  gained by an a l i e n  who has been pe rm i t t ed  t o  vote i n  an 
e lec t i on , "  "submission o f  budget by  the  mayor o f  t he  i s l a n d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
" vo t i ng  i n  an e l e c t i o n  as q u a l i f i c a t i o n , "  and "veto au tho r i t y " .  Legal Opinion 
No. 32 c o n c e r n i ~ g  a b o r t i o n  has been assigned t o  the  Governor 's Specia l  Legal 
Advisor.  

A t  2:37 p.m, t h e  Convention took a 5 minute recess t o  d i s t r i b u t e  Committee 
recommendations and a supplemental Order o f  Business. A t  2:41 p.m., t h e  session 
resumed. 

The Committee on Local Government o f f e r e d  no r e p o r t .  Chairman Juan Lizama 
o f  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  read Committee Recommendation 
Nos. 25, 26, 31, and 32. The f i r s t  proposal es tab l i shes  the  C i v i l  Serv ice 
Commission i n  a separate a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Cons t i t u t i on ,  t h e  second adds a new 
sec t i on  concerning the  Resident Representat ive t o  t h e  Un i ted  States,  t h e  t h i r d  
adds Sect ion  17 (b)  t o  A r t i c l e  111 concerning Pub l i c  O f f i ce .  Chairman Esteven 
King o f  t h e  Comnittee on Personal R igh ts  and Natura l  Resources read Committee 
Recommendation Nos. 27, 28, and 29. The f i r s t  would change the  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t he  "Schedule on T r a n s i t i o n a l  Matters," t h e  second would 
i nco rpo ra te  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a "c lean and h e a l t h f u l  environment i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
and t h e  t h i r d  would expand the  number o f  i s l ands  which w i l l  remain un inhab i ted  
f o r  conservat ion and o t h e r  purposes. Chairman Lorenzo Guerrero o f  t he  Committee 
on Finance and Other Mat ters read Committee Recommnendation Nos. 30, 33, and 
34. The f i r s t  concerns i n c l u s i o n  o f  g "Code o f  E th i cs "  i n  A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  t he  
second a statement o f  "Pub l ic  Purpose i n  A r t i c l e  X and t h e  t h i r d  concerned 
a change i n  A r t i c l e  I 1 1  concerning the  Pub l i c  Audi tor .  The proposals w i l l  
be calendared f o r  cons ide ra t i on  by t h e  Committee o f  t he  Whole, J u l y  11, 1985. 

I n  Second and F i n a l  Reading, t h e  delegates took up CR No. 18 which would 
amend Sect ion 1, A r t i c l e  V I I I  t o  h o l d  r e g u l a r  general e l e c t i o n s  on Saturday 
r a t h e r  than Sunday. There was no d iscussion.  On a r o l l  c a l l  vote, t he  proposal 
passed 23-1. 

A t  2:50 p.m., Delegate Maria Pangelinan moved t h a t  t he  Convention reso l ve  
i n t o  a Committee o f  t he  Whole. Delegate Juan Lizama was appointed by  t h e  
c h a i r  t o  pres ide.  
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A t  5:45 p.m., Delegate Maria Pangelinan moved t h a t  t h e  Committee Rise 
and Report. Pres ident  Guerrero resumed the  c h a i r  and i n v i t e d  Ass i s tan t  
Secre tary  o f  t h e  I n t e r i m  f o r  T e r r i t o r i a l  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  Richard 
Montoya t o  address the  delegates. 

Secretary Montoya announced the  s ign ing  e a r l i e r  i n  the  af ternoon o f  a 
7-year agreement between the  C N M I  and the  Un i ted  States f o r  f i n a n c i a l  ass is tance 
under t h e  Covenant t o t a l  1  i n g  $228 m i l l  ion .  

Fo l lowing t h e  speeach by  Ass i s tan t  Secretary Montoya, a t  5:53 p.m., 
Chairman Lizama repor ted  t o  t h e  Convention on the  r e s u l t s  o f  the  Committee 
o f  t h e  Whole. On a vo ice  vote, CR Nos. 19 and 20 were adopted on F i r s t  Reading 
as amended. 

A t  5:58 p.m., on a motion by  Delegate Ramon Vil lagomez, t h e  Convention 
recessed u n t i l  7:3D p.m. 

1, The session resumed a t  7:45 p.m., and President  Herman T. Guerrero 
i pres id ing .  Delegate Wi l l i am Nabors moved again t o  reso lve  t o  a Committee 

o f  t h e  Whole, w i t h  the  Chair  appo in t ing  Delegate David Cing t o  pres ide.  
I 

A t  10:24 p.m., t h e  Committee o f  the  Whole rose, w i t h  Pres ident  Guerrero 
resuming the  cha i r .  Delegate Cing repor ted  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Committee o f  
t h e  Whole. CR No. 22 (Long-term I n t e r e s t  i n  Real Proper ty )  was recommitted 
back t o  Committee on Personal Rights and Natura l  Resources, No. 23 (Proper ty  
Tax Referendum) was adopted on F i r s t  Reading and CR No. 24 ( L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget 
C e i l i n g )  was a l s o  adopted on F i r s t  Reading, a l l  by vo ice  vote. 

I n  Miscel laneous Business, Delegate R i t a  Inos congra tu la ted  Delegate 
David Cing f o r  h i s  performance as Chairman o f  the  Committee o f  t h e  Whole. 
A f t e r  announcements o f  p u b l i c  hear ings and o the r  mat ters,  a mot ion was made 
and passed a t  10:3D p.m., t o  adjourn u n t i l  1:00 p.m., J u l y  11, 1985 a t  t h e  
House o f  Taga. 
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