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REPORT TO THE CONVEN'TION BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Subject: Ana lys is  on Comnittee Recommendation No. 35 

The Committee on Personal Rights and Natura l  Resources has 
submitted t o  the  Convention Committee Recommendation No. 16 and 
proposed t h a t  i t  be adopted i n  the Committee o f  the  whole and 
repor ted t o  the  Convention. This  i s  t o  p rov ide  the ana lys i s  on 
t h a t  commi t t e e  recommenda t i on and the reasons f o r  such proposed 
amendment t o  the Cons t i t u t i on .  

Recommendation No. 35 proposes t h a t  A r t i c l e  V I I  Sect ion 1 
o f  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended i n  order  t o  add the statements 
t h a t  U.S. c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  means as such words a r e  de f ined 
i n  Sect ion 8(a)*, (b) and (c)  o f  t h e  Schedule on T r a n s i t i o n a l  
Mat ters o f  the Cons t i t u t i on .  The purpose o f  t h a t  amendment 
would be t o  c l a r i f y  the  meaning o f  U.S. c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  as 
used i n  de termin ing  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  v o t i n g  i n  the  CNMl and 
t o  prevent  any confus ion  w i t h  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  U.S. c i t i z e n  
i n  Amendment 14 t o  the  U.S. Cons t i t u t i on .  

Your Committee takes i n t o  cons idera t ion  the  f a c t  t h a t  "United 
States c i t i z e n "  as de f ined i n  the  CNMl C o n s t i t u t i o n  d i f f e r s  and i s  
n o t  the same as the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "U.S. ci t izent 'under Amendment 14 
o f  the Un i ted  States C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  o rder  t o  c l a r i f y  which 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Un i ted  Sta tes  c i t i z e n  we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  when we 
use such term, t h i s  proposed amendment i s  made t o  make t h a t  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  For the above reasons your committee recommends 
adopt ion o f  Committee Recommendation No. 16 and the proposed 
amendment t he re in .  This  proposal i s  based on Delegate Proposal 
No. 188-85. 

Respect fu l l y  submitted, 

e legate Esteveri 
Cha i rman . . 
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Delegate Karl T. 
Member Member 

4- Delegate Ramon J&Lk!lw G. V i  l l a g o  

Member IQ' 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONS'[ I TUT I OWL CONVENT 1 ON, 1985 COMHI TTEE RECOHMENDAT l ON NO. c---.f~1, 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 1 of Article VI I of'the Northern Marianas Constitution 
relating to Quaiif ication of Voters. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t l f l c a t l o n  pursuant to Sectlon 5 of Ar t lc le  X V I I I  of the Conulonwealth 
o f  the Northern Marlana Islands Constl tutlon and Publlc Law No. 4-30, the 
Constltutlon of the Comnonwealth of the Northern Marlana Islands Is a~~~ended 

as follows: 
r 

f 

11, Effective upon ratification,.$ection 1. of. Article VlI is amended to 
. . * . . 

. . 2 4 read: . . 

3 I1Section ,1: Qualification of Voters. A person is eligible to 

4 vote who, on the date of the. election, is eighteen years of age or 

5 older, is domi.ciled in the Commonwealth and has resided in the 

6 Commonwealth for a period of time provided by law, is not serving a 

7 sentence for a felony., has not been found by a court to be of unsound 

8 mind, and is either a citizen or national of th.e United States as 
7 

9 speciftcally defined in Section 8(a), (bl and (cl of the Schedule on 

10 II Transttional Matters of this Constltutlon. 

Comm i t tee on 
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Personal Rights & Natural 



t .  SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTfoNAL CONVENTION 

SAIPAN, CM 96950 

I Telephone 
off lcers 6517/6572 

) I r N n  T. k r r e r o .  prarldrnt 
Vlccnte n. calvo. 1st Vfc. P r e ~ l d . n t  
h v i d  M. clnp. 2nd Vlca President 

REPORT TO THE CONVENTION BY THE 
h r i a  T. P q e l l n r n .  3rd V I C ~  PreslhCOMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS & NATURAL RESOURCES 
wllllr 0. Ibbors. Conventlm Secretary 
JUW T. LI-. Floor L-der 

Mabers - SUBJECT: Committee Recommendation No. 
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The Committee on Personal Rights and Natural 
I d s  14. Limes Resqurces met and deliberation on Delegate Proposal 
Jour P. a f n a s  
Paul A. ~ a ~ l n g ~ o ~  No. 188-85 and recommends that the Convention meeting 
J- n. Mendlola in Committee of the Whole adopt the proposed to the 
 nicet to H. nurdo 
F ~ I  lcidad T. o g ~ r o  Constitution relating to Qualification of Voters under 
Karl 1. Reyes Section 1 of Article VII, to read as follows: 
- w i n  A. Temrlo 
Francisco Taadrane 
Y i l l l r  5. Torres 
llaDn 6. Villagamer 

"Section 1 Qualification of Voters. A person 
lgnrcio villanueva is eligible to vote who, on the date of the election, 

is eighteen years of age or older, is domiciled in the 
Commonwealth and has resided in the Commonwealth for a 
period of time provided by law, is not serving a 
sentence for a felony, has not been found by a court 
to be of unsound mind, and is either a citizen or 
national of the United States as s~ecificallv defined 
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in Section 8 ( a )  , (b) and (c) of the Schedule on 
Transitional Matters of this Constitution. fHd 
e c g r s r d w c  uw t c g d r f c  rHsr $ c f s s d  c r r g r w c  f d  3 d f c  
@$ 6 T f Z t C d S  8 P  f H $  V d l f C d  $ f d f $ f .  

Your Committee recommends that the amendments 
made to Section 1 of Article VII of the Constitution 
be adopted and urge the unanimous endorsement of other 
members of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 

vice Chairman 

Delegdte Ahiceto H. Mundo Delegate Kar$ T. Reyes 
/ 

- 

Member Member 

.Delegate Ramon G. V i l l  
Member I I ;/ 
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,, PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Delegate Proposal NO. 188-85 

It is hereby proposed that Article VII, Section 1 of 

the CNMI Constitution be amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. Qualifications of Voters. A 
person is eligible to vote who, on the date of 
the election, is .eighteen years of age or older, 
is.domiciled in the Commonwealth, is a resident 
of the Commonwealth and has resided in the 
Commonwealth for a period of time provided by 
law, is not serving a sentence for a' felony, has 
.not been found by a court to be of unsound mind, 
and is either a citizen or national of the 
United States as s~ecificallv defined in 
Section 8 (a) (b-d (c) of the Schedule on ,--. . ~ - .  - . .  - 

Transitional Matters of this constitution. 

r - 
----Edrry Guerrero 


