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Subject: ..Committee Recomndat ion No. J-f 
- ,  

The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t ha t  
the Convention adopt the attached cons t i t u t i ona l  amendment w i t h  
respFct t o  l i m i t i n g  any proposed annual budget t o  the leve l  o f  
revenue an t i c i pa t i on .  

The amendment recommended by the Committee w i l l  r equ i re  
that  the leve l  o f  an t i c ipa ted  revenue should be determined by 
the Executive branch f o r  purposes o f  developing an annual budget 
f o r  submission t o  the leg is la tu re .  Presently, the l e g i s l a t u r e  
may approve an annual budget based on on ly  i t s  own determination 
o f  an t i c ipa ted  revenue i r respec t i ve  o f  the executive branch's 
determinat ion. 

Over the past years, the Comnonweal t h  government has been 
faced w i t h  a cont inu ing shortage o f  funds. The Governor's 
estimated f ig f i res  o f  t o t a l  revenues have been increased s i g n i f i -  
cant ly  w i thout  adequate support that  such add i t i ona l  revenues 
would and/or could be real ized.  Moreover, the Commonwealth has 
experienced t ime and t ime again the i n a b i l i t y  o f  the Leg is la ture  
t o  agree w i t h  i t s e l f  on the t o t a l  estimated resources and 
revenues ava i l ab le  f o r  appropr iat ion.  Surely, w i thout  Delegate 
Proposal No. 99-85, i t  i s  very l i k e l y  t ha t  the Leg is la ture  may 
continue t o  appropr iate more expenditures than the amount of  
revenue estimated as being ava i lab le  from e x i s t i n g  resources. 

Deleaate Proposal: The Committee considered Delegate 
Proposal No. 99-85. 

The Committee urges a l l  delegates t o  support the Committee's 
recommended c o n s t i t u ~ i o n a l  amendment. 

Respect fu l ly  submitted, 
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D-usto R. Kaipat 

Delegate ~icente\#.(JCalvo 
Mernbe r 1 

Member 

Delegate Awnzo 
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I A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMEMDHENT 

To amend Sect ion 9(a)  o f  A r t i c l e  I l l ' o f  the  Northern Mariana ls lands 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e b $ i n g  t o  Executive Functions. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t l o n  pursuant  t o  Sect ion  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t he  Conr~lanwealth 
o f  t he  Nor thern  Marlana Is lands C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t he  C o m n w e a l t h  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana Is lands i s  at~lended 
t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

* 

1 E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t l o n ,  Sect lon 9Ca) o f  A r t i c l e  l i l  i s  amended t o  
/ 

2 read: 4 

3 "Section 9: ~ ~ e c u t i v e  Functions. 

4 "a) The governor s h a l l  submit t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a proposed 

5 annual budget f o r  the  f o l l o w i n g  f i s c a l  year . .  The proposed budget 

6 s h a l l  descr ibe a n t t c l p a t e d  revenues o f  t he  Commonwealth and 

7 recomnend expenditures o f  Commonwealth funds. The a n t i c i p a t e d  

8 revenues s h a l l  no t  be increased by the  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i thou t  the 

9 consent o f  the  governor. I n  prepar ing the  proposed budget, the 

10 governor s h a l l  consider submissions made by the mayors o f  Rota, 

I I Saipan, T in ian  and Agulguan, and the  is lands n o r t h  of Saipan as 
1 
b 

1' 
I 2  t o  t h e  budgetary needs. o f t  those is lands and by the  execut ive 

I 3  a s s i s t a n t  appointed under sec t i on  18 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  The 

14 governor 's  submission t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  respect t o  the 

15 budget s h a l l  s t a t e  the  governor 's  d t s p o s i t i o n  o f  the  budgetary 

16 requests contained i n  these submiss-i'ons and may Inc lude 

17 recommended l e g i s l a t i o n s  w i t h  respect t o  taxat ion .  i f  the budget 
6 

18 i s  approved by the  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  the  governor may not  r e a l l o c a t e  
. , I 

19 ,appropriated funds except as provided by law. I f  a budget i s  no t  

20 approved before  the  f i r s t  day o f  the  f i s c a l  year, appropr ia t ions  

2 1 fo r  government operat ions and db.1 [gat  ions' sha 1 1 be a t  the 1 eve l 
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f o r  the previous f i s c a l  year .  

\ 
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