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- 
The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t h a t  

t he  Convention adopt the at tached c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i t h  
respect  t o  g i v i n g  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  s o l e  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  determine 
the  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  i t s  members. 

Th is  p r o v i s i o n  w i l l  p rov ide  a u t h o r i t y  t o  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  es tab l  i s h  qua1 i f  i c a t  i on  requi  rements f o r  i t s  members, and t o  
be a b l e  t o  expel members w i t h o u t  having t o  r e s o r t  t o  j u d i c i a l  
de terminat ion  o f  t he  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  expe l led  member. I f  
the  expe l led  member wishes t o  contes t  the  a c t i o n  o f  t he  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  such member may seek j u d i c i a l  review. 

The Committee considered Delegate Proposal No. 238-85. 
6. 

The Committee urges a l l  Convention Delegates t o  support 
the  Committee's recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. 

Respec t fu l l y  submitted, 

. 
Delegate Jesus P. Mafn 

Cha i rman Vice Cha i rman 

Member Member 

I n  / I 

Delegate baTid M/ Cing, Member 
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TECHNICAL AMENDMENT CR NO. 38 

1 .  Ln t he  l a s t  l i n e  o f  the  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c lause ,  d e l e t e  the  
words " t o  read". 

- 
2. L i ne  1 - p l a c e  a  Roman Numeral "I" i n  f r o n t  o f  the word "E f f ec t i ve " .  

3. L i ne  2 -. s t r i k e  o u t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e l y .  

4. L i ne  5 - p lace  an "s t '  a t  t he  end o f  the  word "e l ec t i on " .  

These a r e  j u s t  t o  p u t  t he  proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment i n  p roper  form. 



SECOND NORTHERN HARIANAS 
CONST l TUT l ONAL CONVENT I ON, 1985 CoMMlrrEE RECOMMENDATION No. 38 

* A PROPOSED CONST I TUT I ONAL AMENDMENT 

, To amend Sect idn 14(a) o f  A r t i c l e  I I  regarding the  vo te  requ i red  t o  expel a 
member o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

I 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sectlon 5 o f  A r t i c l e  XVII I  o f  the Con~~llonwealth 
o f  the Northern Narlana Islands Constitution and Publ lc  Law No. 4-30, the 

Constl t u t l o n  o f  the Comnonwealth of the Northern Marlana Islands Is al~~ended 

i to read as f o l l o w r t  tN 

1 E f f e c r i v e u p ~ n r a t i f i c a t ~ o n , S e c t i o n 1 4 ( a ) o f A r t i c l e I I  i s a m e n d e d t o r e a d :  
.I 

2 " ~ e c t ' i o n  14: Organizat ion and Procedures. 

3 "a) Each house o f  the  legislature s h a l l  be the  f i n a l  judge o f  

4 the  e l e c t i o n  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  i t s  members..and the  l e g i s l a t u r e  may vest  

5 i n  the  cou r t s  the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  determine contested e l e c t i o r u o f  members. 

6 Each house may compel the  attendance o f  absent members, d i s c i p l i n e  i t s  members 

and, by the a f f i r m a t i v e  vote o f  th ree- four ths  o f  I t s  members, expel a member 7 # 

8 f o r  commission o f  treason, a fe lony ,  breach o f  the  peace, o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

the  r u l e s  o f  t h a t  house." 
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