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A- 
llarl T. Reyes 
Joaquin A. Tenor10 Your Committee be l i eves  a b o r t i o n  should be i l l e g a l  under 
Francisco Tocnokane 
Y i  I 1 im 5. Torres 

t he  Nor thern  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  because: 
R- G. Vlllagcmez 
i g ~ c i o  v i  I lanueva 1) i t  i s  immoral; 

2 )  i t  can become a ma t te r  o f  convenience t o  p r o t e c t  
u n d i s c i p l i n e d  1 i f e s t y l e ;  

3 )  i t  can be const rued as murder; and 

4) i t  v i o l a t e s  t he  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e .  

The Committee agrees, however, t h a t  i n  some e x c r u c i a t i n g  
c i rcumstances a b o r t i o n  may be necessary o r  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t he  
d e l i v e r y  o f  t he  body, such as f o r  medical  reasons, i n  the  
case o f  rape o r  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t he  mental c o n d i t i o n  o f  
the  mother. For these reasons, t he  Committee recognizes 
t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  can bes t  address when o r  where t o  make 
except ions t o  t he  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  a b o r t i o n .  

Delegate Proposals 

The Committee c a r e f u l l y  cons idered Delegate Proposal Nos. 
14 and 19 and dec ided t o  make a b o r t i o n  p r o h i b i t e d  except  as 
p rov ided  by law. The L e g i s l a t u r e  process can b e t t e r  deal  
w i t h  when t o  make excep t ions .  The main i n t e n t  o f  bo th  propo- 
s a l s ,  i n  t he  o p i n i o n  o f  t he  Committee, i s  covered by the  
rev i sed  wording. 
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Therefore,  your  Committee s t r o n g l y  urges a l l  de legates t o  suppor t  
the  a t tached committee recommendation. 

Respect fu l  l y  submi t ted,  

-- 

Delegate ~ s t e v e n % & h @  
--LL-, 

DeJeda t e  Joaqu i n A. Tenor i o 

Cha rmfl V ik6;~ha l rman 

-- 
Delegate Kar l  
Member d$o 

Delegate Ramon G . V i I 1  agomez 



SECOND NORTHERN M A R  IANAS 
CONSTITUTIOEIAL CONVENTION, 1985 

A/ COMM ITTEE RECOMMENDAT ION NO. -----,,- 

A PROPOSED CONST ITUT IONAL AMENDMENT 

TO amend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  add a  new s e c t i o n  i n  A r t i c l e  I t o  make 
a b o r t i o n  i l l e ~ a l  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s . '  

I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONST ITUT IONAL CONVENT ION: 

u p o n  r a t l f  l c a t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t l o n  5 o f  A r t l c l e  X V l  l l o f  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  t h e  ~ o r t h e r n  Mar l a n a  l s l  ands  C o n s t  l t u t  I o n  and 
P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h o  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t h e  ~o r rhnonwea l t h  o f  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  I s l a n d s  I s  amended as  f o l  lows:  

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  l l ' w i l l  be added under A r t i c l e  I t o  
.. , 

read : 

" sec t ion  11: Abortion. The abo r t i on  of t h e  unborn c h i l d  dur ing  t h e  

mother 's '  pregnancy is p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s ,  except  a s  provided by law." 

Committee on Persona l  Rights  and 
Natura l  Resources 



SECOND NORTHERN M A R  IANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1905 

4 CQMM ITTEE RECOMGlENDAT I O N  NO. ,,,,,,,, 

A PROPOSED CONST lTUT IONAL AMENDMENT 

f o  amend t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  t o  add a new e e c t i o n  i n  A r t i c l e  I t o  make 
abor t ion  i l l e g a l  i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s . '  

I T  ADOPTED BY TqE SECOND CONST ITUT IONAL CONVENT ION: 

upon r a t  l f l c a t l o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t  t o n  5 o f  A r t  l c l e  X V  l l l o f  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r l a n a  I s l a n d s  C o n s t l t u t l o n  and 
Pub l  l c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  C o n s t l t u t l o n  o f  t h e  commonwealth o f  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  War lana I s l a n d s  I s  amended as  f o l  lows: 

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  l l ' w L 1 1  be added under A r t i c l e  I t o  

read : 

"Sectibn 11: Abortion. The a b o r t i o n  of t h e  unborn c h i l d  dur ing  t h e  

mother's' pregnancy is  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Northern Mariana 

I s l a n d s ,  except  a s  provided by law." 

Committee on Personal  Rights  and 
Natura l  Resources 



PROPOSED FLOOR AMENDMENT TO CR NO. 21 -- ABORTION. 

"Section 1 1 :  Abortion. No a b o r t i o n  s h a l l  be performed i n  any 
p u b l i c  medical f a c i l i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t  t r i m e s t e r  unless the 
pregnancy r e s u l t s  from rape,  incest  o r  the  mother's l i f e  i s  
threatened .I1 
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