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Subiect: Committee Recommendation No. 44%- 

The Committee on Governmental Institutions 
recommends to the Convention adoption of the attached 
Constitutional amendment with respect to succession 
to the governorship. 

The Committee's recommended Constitutional 
amendment will clarify succession to the governorship 
in case of removal, death or resignation of the Governor. 

The recommended Constitutional amendment is 
necessary since the existing provision does not 
indicate who succeeds the Lieutenant Governor if he 
becomes Governor, or who succeeds whom if both the 
Governor and the Lieutenant Governor concurrently are 
removed, dead, or resigned. The chain of succession 
should pass down to elected officials. 

Delegate Proposals: The Committee considered 
Delegate Proposals Nos. 145-85 and 146-85. 

The Committee strongly urges all Convention 
delegates to support this recommended Constitutional 
amendment. 
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SECOND NORTHERN MAR l ANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMM l TTEE RECOMMENDAT I ON NO. 97 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t ion  7 o f  A r t i c l e  I l l  o f  the  Nor thern  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  success ion t o  t he  Governorship and L ieu tenant  Governorship.  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuan t  t o  Sec t i on  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  Coni~nonwealth 
o f  t h e  Nor thern  Mar iana I s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the  
Cons t i  t u t  i o n  of  t h e  Comnonweal th  o f  t he  No r the rn  Mariana I s  lands i s  amended 

as f o l l o w s :  

1 .  
t 

I L ~ f f e c t i v e  upoh' r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t ion  7 o f  A r t i c l e  I I  I i s  amended t o  read: 

2 "Sect ion 7. Succession t o  t he  Governorship and L ieu tenant  

3 Governorship.  I n  case o f  t h e  removal, dea th  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  the  

4 Governor, t he  L ieu tenant  Governor shal.1 become, Governor and t he  

P res iden t  o f  t he  Senate s h a l l  become L ieu tenan t  Governor. I n  t he  

o f f i c e s  o f  Governor and L ieu tenant  Governor a r e  b o t h  vacant ,  the 

P res iden t  o f  t h e  Senate s h a l l  become a c t i n g  governor  and t he  Speaker 

o f  t he  House s h a l l  become a c t i n g  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .  An a c t i n g  

governor o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor who assumes o f f i c e  when more than 

one yea r  remains i n  the  te rm may serve  o n l y  u n t i l  a governor  o r  
a 

L ieu tenan t  governor  i s  chosen i n ' a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p rov ided  by law." 

Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
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Subject: Committee Recommendation No. 43" 
The Committee on Governmental Institutions 

recommends to the Convention adoption of the attached 
Constitutional amendment with respect to succession 
to the governorship. 

The Committee's recommended Constitutional 
amendment will clarify succession to the governorship 
in case of removal, death or resignation of the Governor. 

The recommended Constitutional amendment is 
necessary since the existing provision does not 
indicate who succeeds the Lieutenant Governor if he 
becomes Governor, or who succeeds whom if both the 
Governor and the Lieutenant Governor concurrently are 
removed, dead, or resigned. The chain of succession 
should pass down to elected officials. 

Delegate Proposals: The Committee considered 
Delegate Proposals Nos. 145-85 and 146-85. 

The Committee strongly urges all Convention 
delegates to support this recommended Constitutional 
amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMM l TTEE RECOMt-IENDAT I O t I  1.10. 4 7  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sect ion 7 o f  A r t i c l e  I I i  o f  the Northern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o ~ i  
r e l a t i n g  t o  succession t o  the Governorship and L ieutenant  Governorstl ip. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEb!TION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  the C o ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ o n r . ~ c ; l l ~ l ~  
o f  the Northern Mariana is lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub l i c  Law No. 11-30, ~ l i l .  
C o n s t l t u t i o n  o f  the Cornnlonwealth o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands i s  a ~ ~ ~ e ~ l c l c d  
as fo l l ows :  

1 I. E f f y c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sect ion 7 o f  A r t i c l e  I l l  i s  amended to l-(:aCl: 

"Sect ion 7. Succession t o  the Governorship and L ieutenant  

3 Governorship. I n  case o f  the removal, death o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o r  ( 1 1 ( ,  

4 Governor, the L ieutenant  Governor s h a l l  become Governor and the 

5 Pres ident  o f  the Senate usha1 l become Lieutenant  Governor. I  T t  t ~ c  

6 o f f  ices o f  Governor and L ieu tenant  Governor a re  bo th  vacant , t  tie 

7 , President  o f  the Senate s h a l l  become a c t i n g  governor and the Speakel 

8 o f  the House s h a l l  become a c t i n g  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.  An a c t i n g  

9 governor o r  1 ieutenant  governor who assumes o f f  i ce  when 111ore than 

10 one year remains i n  the term may serve o n l y  u n t i l  a governor o r  

1 1  L ieutenant  governor i s  chosen i n l a  spec ia l  e l e c t i o n  prov ided by  l aw."  
1 

14 . Adopted by Committee o f  the Whole and Convention on J u l y  14, 1985 



SECOND NORTHERN M A R I A N A S  
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMM l TTEE RECOMMENDAT I ON NO.  Y,f 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  7 o f  A r t i c l e  I l l  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  success ion  t o  t h e  Governorsh ip  and L i e u t e n a n t  Governo rsh ip .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t  i f i c a t  i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  Sect  i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V  I I I o f  t h e  Conl~nonweal th  
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  l s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  l s l a n d s  I s  amended 

t o  read  as  f o l  lows:  

I 

1 E f f e c t i v e u p o n a r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n j o f A r t i c l e  I l l  i s a m e n d e d  t o r e a d :  

2 " S e c t i o n  7. Succession t o  t h e  Governo rsh ip  and L i e u t e n a n t  

3 Governo rsh ip .  I n  case o f  t h e  removal ,  dea th  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

4 Governor,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  Governor s h a l l  become Governor and t h e  

5 P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Senate s h a l l  become L i e u t e n a n t  Governor.  I n  t h e  

6 o f f i c e s  o f  Governor and L i e u t e n a n t  Governor a r e  b o t h  vacan t ,  t h e  

7 P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Senate s h a l l  become a c t i n g  gove rno r  and t h e  Spezker 

8 o f  t h e  House s h a l l  become a c t i n g  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r .  An a c t i n g  

9 governo r  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  who assumes o f f i c e  when more than 

10 one y e a r  remains i n  the  t e r m  may s e r v e  o n l y  u n t i l  a  gove rno r  o r  

1 1  L i e u t e n a n t  governor  i s  chosen i n ' a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by law."  

12 

Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  


