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Subject: Committee Recommendation No. 44 
Lorsnzo I. Oeleon Cuarrem 
Alonro l q l r o u r  
Davld L. I g l t o l  

- 
The Committee on Governmental Institutions 

recommends to the Convention adoption of the attached. 
Lulr  M. Llmes 
k r u r  P. kfn.1 proposed constitutional amendment. The amendment is 
P ~ U I  A. ~~~I~~ with respect to the age and residency qualification of 
J- M. k n d l o l a  
AnIceto n. Mundo persons who may hold the office of governor. 
Fel lcldad T. Ogunom 
Karl 1. Mayes 
m q u l n  A. Tenorlo The Committee's recommended constitutional 

Francisco T w l u n s  
V l l l l r  5. Torres 

amendment will increase the age requirement from 
lbrn C. Vlllaganez thirty ( 30 )  years to thirty-five (35) years and the 
~SJNC/O V I  I Ianueva residency requirement from seven (7) to ten (10) years. 

The increase in the age requirement will assure 
that individuals with more practical and academic 
experience would hold the office of governor. The 
increase in the residency requirement will insure that 
persons holding the office of governor will have attained 
a greater opportunity to understand the strength, 
potentials and needs of the Commonwealth. 

Delegate Proposals: Your Committee considered 
Delegate Proposal Nos. 7-85 and 23-85 and believes that 
this amendment is the better approach to addressing the 
concerns raised. 

Your Committee urges all the Convention Delegates 
to support the recommendation to adopt the attached 
proposed constitutional amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
'\ 

, Esq. Delegate Jesus P. Mafnas 
Vice Chairman 

e M. Calvo 

Delegate ~yonzo/~g$somar, Member 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOWENDAT ION NO. 4f 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AHENOHENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  I11 o f  t h e  Northern Mar ianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Governor.  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  Sec t i on  'j o f  A r t l c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  C o m n w e a l t h  
o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Har iana  I s l a n d s  Const l  t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30. t h e  - 
Cons t l  t u t l o n  o f  t h e  Comnonweal th o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  Marlana I s  lands i s  amended 

' to  read  as f o l l o w s :  

I 

1 ~ f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  2 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 i s  amended 

2 t o  read :  

3 " S e c t i o n  2 :  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Governor .  The gove rno r  

4 s h a l l  be  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e ,  Commonwealth, a t  l e a s t  

5 t h i r t y - f i v e  .- . y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and a  r e s i d e n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  

6 Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s  immediately p r eced ing  t h e  

7 d a t e  on which t h e  gove rno r  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d  of 

8 r e s i d e n c e  and  domic i l e  may b e  p rov ided  by law. N o  person  c o n v i c t e d  

9 o f  a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  i n  any a r e a  under  t h e  

10 j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  

I I u n l e s s  a f u l l  pardon h a s  b e e i  g ran ted . '  

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS 



SECOND l4ORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COHM l TTEE RECOMMENOAT l ON NO. 4 5 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AHENOMENT 

To amend Section 2 of Article 111 of the Northern Marianas 
Constitution relating81 to Qualifications of the Governor. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon ratification pursuant to Section of Article XVIII of tlle Connlonwealcll 
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Conmonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands i s  anlended 
as follows: 

I. Effective upon ratification, Section 2 of Article 111 is amended 

to read: 

"Sect ion 2: Qualifications of the Governor. The governQr 

shall be qualified to vote in the Commonwealth, at least 

thirty-five years of aqe; and a resident and domiciliary of the 

Commonwealth for at least ten years immediately preceding the 

date on which the governor takes of Eice. A different period of 

residence and domicile may be provided by law. No person 

convicted of a felony in the Commonwealth or in any area under 

the jurisdiction oE the United States may be eligible for this 

office unless a full pardon has been granted." 

Adopted by Committee of the Whole and Convention on July 14, 1985. 


