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Y o u r  Comml t t ee  o n  Gove rnmen ta l  l n s t l t u t l o n s  recommends t h a t  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  i n  Comml t t ee  o f  t h e  Who le  a d o p t  t h e  a t t a c k e d  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i k r t i o n a l  amendment r e l a t i v e  t o  I l m i t i n g  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  t o  t w o  t e r m s  i n  o f f i c e .  ,. . 

.~ . . 

Y o u r  Comm l j t e e ' s  recommended c o n s t i t u t  i o n a l  amendment wou I d  
p r e v e n t  any p e r s o n  f r o m  b e 1  ng e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f  i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  f o r  
more t h a n  t w o  t e r m s  and p r o h i b  it any p e r s o n  who succeeds  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  and s e r v e s  more  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  
t e r m  f r o m  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  more  t h a n  o n e  add  l t i o n a l  f u l  l t e r m .  The 
l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment I s  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h a t  I n  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t i o n  I i m i t l n g  t h e  number o f  t e r m s  a p e r s o n  
may b e  . P r e s  i d e n t .  

, .. 
. 
~ o u r  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment 1s sound  and 

w i  l I a e l p  a s s u r e  good  g o v e r n m e n t  and a more  o r d e r l y  p o l  l t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .  It I s  a n t i c i p a t o r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e a c t i v e ,  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e  and p r e v e n t  1 ng p r o b l e m s  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  c o r r e c *  
t hem l a t e r .  T h i s  wisdom o f  I l m i t i n g  t h e  number o f  t e r m s  t h e  c h i e f  
e x e c u t i v e  may s e r v e  h a s  been  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  
J u r i s d l c t i o n s .  T h i s  amendment w i l 1 p r e v e n t  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  e x e c u t i v e  
p o l  I c y  by  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  new p e o p l e  w i t h  f r e s h  i d e a s  come I n t o  
o f f  i c e  a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  e i g h t  y e a r s .  By a s s u r  l n g  t h e  u t i l  i z a t i o n  o f  
mo re  o f  o u r  a b l e  peop le ,  It w i l l c o n t r i b u t e  t o  dynam ic  and  
e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y - m a k i n g .  it a l s o  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y  
G o v e r n o r  t o  work d i l i g e n t l y  o n  needs and p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth, k n o w i n g  he has  o n l y  t w o  t e r m s  t o  accompl  i s h  h i s  
proGrarn. F i n a l l y ,  I t  w i l l  h e l p  m i t i g a t e  some o f  t h e  b i t t e r  
i n t e r n e c l n e  p o l  i t i c a l  c o n f  l l c t s  we h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  pas t ,  
w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s :  Y o u r  Commi t t ee  on  Gove rnmen ta l  ---- ------- ----- 
l n s t  i t u t i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  Nos. 35-85 and 183-85.  
T h i s  Commi t t ee  Eecommendat ion c o n f o r m s  f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  b o t h  
p r o p o s a l s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u r  C o n n i t t e e  s t r o n s  l y  u r g e s  a l  l d e l e s a t e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o n e n d a t i o n .  

R e s p e c t f u l  l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  



........................... 
D e l e g a t e  Jesus P. Mafnas 

Cha f rman Vfce Chalrman 

Member n 

-.----- ------------- 
Member Member 



To amend A r t i c l e  I II, S e c t i o n  4  t o  1 i m i t  t h e  Gove rno r  t o  t w o  
t e r m s  i n  o f f  I ce .  

I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t l f  i c a t l o n ,  S e c t i o n  4  o f  A r t i c l e  I I I I s  

amended t o  r ead :  
I 

S e c t  l o  n  4. ~ Q J ~ ~ , E I S S ~ ~ Q ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ B ~ G Q Y ~ ~ ~ ! , O I - B J ~  

L l ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ j ~ , G , o y ~ ~ j g ~ .  The g o v e r n o r  and l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e  w l t h f n  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a 

t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  The g o v e r n o r  and l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  J o i n t l y  w i t h  e a c h  v o t e r  c a s t i n g  a  

s i n g l e  v o t e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  b o t h  o f f l c e s .  No p e r s o n  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  more t h a n  twlce,  and no p e r s o n  who h a s  

h e l d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  f o r  more t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  a  . 
t e r m  t o  w h i c h  some o t h e r  person- 
r 

was e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  s h a l  l 
\ 

be e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  more t h a n  once.tt 
p- 

1 
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Sub J e c t :  C o m m i t t e e  Recommendat  i o n  No. - &--- 
Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t h a t  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  I n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Who le  a d o p t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i + u t i o n a l  amendment r e l a t i v e  t o  l i m i t i n g  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  t o  t w o  t e r m s  i n  o f f i c e .  

Y o u r  C o m m i j t e e * ~  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w o u l d  
p r e v e n t  any  p e r s o n  f r o m  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  f o r  
more  t h a n  t w o  t e r m s  and p r o h i b i t  any p e r s o n  who s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  and s e r v e s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  h l s  p r e d e c e s s o r l s  
t e r m  f r o m  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u l l  t e r m .  The  
l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment I s  s i m l l a r  t o  
t h a t  i n  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t i o n  l i m i t i n g  t h e  number  o f  t e r m s  a  p e r s o n  
may b e  P r e s i d e n t .  

Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment I s  sound  and  
w i l l  h e l p  a s s u r e  g o o d  g o v e r n m e n t  and a  m o r e  o r d e r l y  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t o r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e a c t i v e ,  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e  and p r e v e n t i n g  p r o b l e m s  l n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  c o r r e c t  
t h e m  l a t e r .  T h i s  w isdom o f  l i m i t i n g  t h e  number o f  t e r m s  t h e  c h i e f  
e x e c u t i v e  may s e r v e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  
j u r l s d l c t l o n s .  T h l s  amendment w l l l p r e v e n t  stagnation i n  e x e c u t i v e  
p o l i c y  b y  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  new p e o p l e  w l t h  f r e s h  i d e a s  come i n t o  
o f f  i c e  a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  e i g h t  y e a r s .  By  a s s u r i n g  t h e  u t l l  i z a t i o n  o f  
m o r e  o f  o u r  a b l e  p e o p l e ,  It w i l  l c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d y n a m i c  and 
e f f e c , t i v e  pub1 i c  p o l  Icy -mak I ng. I t  a l s o  w i l l e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y  
G o v e r n o r  t o  w o r k  d i l i g e n t l y  o n  needs and  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth, k n o w i n g  h e  h a s  o n l y  t w o  t e r m s  t o  accomp l  l s h  h i s  
p rog ram.  F i n a l l y ,  It w l l l  h e l p  m i t i g a t e  some o f  t h e  b i t t e r  
i n t e r n e c  I ne  p o l  i t  i c a l  c o n f  1 i c t s  we h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s :  Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  ---- ------- ----- 
I n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  Nos. 35 -85  and 183-85.  
T h i s  C o m m i t t e e  Recommenda t ion  c o n f o r m s  f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  b o t h  
p r o p o s a l s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n s l y  u r g e s  a l l  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o m m i t t e e  reco rnenda t  i o n .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  



............................ 
D e l e g a t e  Jesus P. Mafnas 

C h a  1 rman V i c e  C h a  frman 

Member /? 

------- ------------- ----------- ------------ 
D e l e g a t e  Dav fd  M. 

Member 
ng 

Member 
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Subject : Committee Recommendation No. 

- 
Your Comnittee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends 

t h a t  the  Convention meeting i n  Committee o f  the  Whole adopt the  
at tached c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment r e l a t i v e  t o  j o i n t  e l e c t i o n  o f  
t h k  Governor and L ieutenant  Governor. 

The reason f o r  decreasing the  "term" from three t o  two 
terms i s  t o  open the  door f o r  our  young educated generat ion t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  i n  our  governmental func t ion .  

Q u i t e  a good number o f  ou r  u n i v e r s i t y  graduates c u r r e n t l y  
work ing i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s  such as law, p o l i t i c a l  science, and 
p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  are  p o t e n t i a l  candidates f o r  such 
p o s i t i o n s .  

Delegate Proposals: The Committee considered Delegate 
Proposal No. 183-85. 

The Committee s t r o n g l y  urges a l l  Convention Delegates t o  
support t h i s  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. 

Respect fu l l y  submitted, 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. & 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  I l l ,  Sect ion 4 t o  l i m i t  the Governor t o  two terms i n  o f f i c e .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITU'TIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t l f l c a t l o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t l c l e  X V l  l l o f  the Conirrunweal t h  
of  the Northern Mariana Is lands C o n s t l t u t i o n  and Pub l i c  Law 140. 4-30, the 

, Constltution of  the  Comnonwealth of the Northern Mariana ls lands i s  amended 
, 

' lRscqkas f o l  tows: 

' I 
. 

I 

1 T - ~ f f e c t i v e  ~ ~ o r i ' r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sect ion &, A r t i c l e  I l l  I s  amended t o  read: e 

2 "Section 4. J o i n t  E l e c t i o n  o f  the Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 

3 The governor and l i eu tenan t  governor s h a l l  be e lec ted  a t  la rge w i t h i n  

4 the Commonwealth f o r  a term o f  o f f i c e  o f  f ou r  years. The governor and 

5 l i eu tenan t  governor s h a l l  be e lec ted j o i n t l y  w i t h  each vo ter  cas t i ng  

6 a s i n g l e  vote app l i cab le  t o  both o f f i c e s .  No person s h a l l  be e lec ted 

7 governor more than t w  i c 

8 
_-' 

9 
\ 
\ 

I 

Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
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S u b J e c t :  C o m m i t t e e  Recommendat i o n  No. - 4--- 
Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  l n s t i t u t l o n s  recommends t h a t  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  I n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Who le  a d o p t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i ~ t l o n a l  amendment r e l a t i v e  t o  l i m i t i n g  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  t o  t w o  t e r m s  I n  o f f  i c e .  

Y o u r  Commi$tee ls  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w o u l d  
p r e v e n t  any  p e r s o n  f r o m  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  f o r  
more  t h a n  t w o  t e r m s  and p r o h i b l t  any  p e r s o n  who s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  and s e r v e s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r l s  
t e r m  f r o m  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u l l  t e r m .  The 
l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment i s  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h a t  I n  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t i o n  I i m i t i n g  t h e  number  o f  t e r m s  a  p e r s o n  
may b e  P r e s i d e n t .  

Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment i s  sound  and 
w i l l  h e l p  a s s u r e  good  g o v e r n m e n t  and a  m o r e  o r d e r l y  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .  It I s  a n t i c i p a t o r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  reactive, l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  
f u t u r e  and p r e v e n t i n g  p r o b l e m s  l n s t e a d  o f  b e l n g  f o r c e d  t o  c o r r e c t  
t h e m  l a t e r .  T h i s  w isdom o f  l i m i t i n g  t h e  number  o f  t e r m s  t h e  c h i e f  
e x e c u t l v e  may s e r v e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  
J u r l s d i c t l o n s .  T h i s  amendment w i  l l p r e v e n t  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  e x e c u t i v e  
p o l i c y  b y  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  new p e o p l e  w i t h  f r e s h  i d e a s  come i n t o  
o f f  i c e  a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  elght y e a r s .  By a s s u r i n g  t h e  u t i  l i z a t i o n  o f  
m o r e  o f  o u r  a b l e  p e o p l e ,  It w f l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d y n a m i c  and 
e f f e c t i v e  pub1 i c  p o l  i c y - m a k l n g .  I t  a l s o  w i l l e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y  
G o v e r n o r  t o  work  d i l i g e n t l y  o n  needs and  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth, k n o w i n g  h e  has o n l y  t w o  t e r m s  t o  accomp l  i s h  h i s  
p rog ram.  F i n a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  h e l p  m i t i g a t e  some o f  t h e  b i t t e r  
i n t e r n e c i n e  p o l  i t l c a l  c o n f  1 l c t s  we h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
w h i c h  c o n t r l b u t e  n o t h i n g  to t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .  

D e l  e q a t e  P r o p o s a l  s: Y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  ---- ------- ----- 
l n s t  i t u t  i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l  Plos. 35 -85  and 183-05.  
T h i s  C o m m i t t e e  Recommenda t fon  c o n f o r m s  f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  b o t h  
p r o p o s a l s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n s l y  u r c e s  a l l  d e l e s a t e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o r n e n d a t i o n .  

R e s p e c t f u l  l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  



............................ 
D e l e g a t e  Jesus  P. Mafnas  

Cha 1 rman V i c e  Cha l r m a n  

Member n 

----------- ------------ 
D e l e g a t e  D a v l d  14. 

Member 
ng 

Member 


