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-Your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t h a t  
t he  Convention de legates,  meet ing i n  Committee o f  t he  Whole, adopt 
t h e  a t tached  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i t h  respec t  t o  s p e c i f y i n g  
t h e  maximum number o f  days t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  t o  meet i n  r e g u l a r  
and o t h e r  sess ions.  

Your Committee's recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  a  r educ t i on  i n  t he  genera l  o p e r a t i o n a l  cos t s  o f  t he  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  members and committees more t ime t o  
cons ider  mat te rs  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and w i l l  improve 
t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  government. The recommended amendment w i l l  
assure a more wor thy  s tewardship o f  government funds and r e s t r i c t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  de lay  and postpone a c t i o n  on b i l l s  pending i n  
e i t h e r  house. 

Your Committee d i d  n o t  agree w i t h  t h e  phrase ' lcont inuous 
days" b u t  b e l i e v e s  t h e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  phrase should be 
"consecut ive days' '  and recommends i n c l u d i n g  t he  l a t t e r  t o  c l a r i f y  
t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t he  language s e t  f o r t h  i n  t he  amendment. 

Delegate Proposals:  The de lega te  p roposa ls  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  
Committee w i t h  respec t  t o  d u r a t i o n  o f  sess ion f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a r e  Delegate Proposal  Nos. 46-85, 9-85, and 248-85. Your 
Committee's recommendation f o r  adop t i on  c a r r i e s  t h e  f u l l  i n t e n t  
o f  these de lega te  p roposa ls .  

There fo re ,  your  Committee s t r o n g l y  urges t h a t  a l l  Convent ion 
de lega tes  g i v e  t h e i r  suppor t  t o  t h i s  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted ,  

Vice-Chai rman 

Membe r 

Member Member . 

Delegate %lonzf lg idomar 



SECOND NORTHERN M,ARlANAS 
CONST l TUT l ONAL CONVENT1 ON, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 52 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sec t i on  13 o f  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t he  No r the rn  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
. t o  sess ions.  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t l f i c a t l o n  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  Conimonwealth 
o f  t h e  No r the rn  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t l t u t f o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Comnonwealth of the,Nor thern Mar iana I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
as f o l l o w s :  -~ 

1 : 

I '  

1 I. E f f e c t i v e  ubon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sec t i on  13 o f  A r t i c l e  I I o f  t h e  No r the rn  Marianas 

2 C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  hereby amended t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

3 "Sect ion 1 3 : '  Sessions. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  meet f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

4 purposes on t he  second Monday o f  January i n  the  year  f o l l o w i n g  the r e g u l a r  

5 genera l  e l e c t i o n  a t  which members o f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e l e c t e d  and s h a l l  

6 be a con t inuous  body f o r  the  two years  between these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  &f 

7 meetings. Each house s h a l l  meet i n  r e g u l a r  sess ions f o r  no more than 
I €  * 

8 days each a t  o t h e r  t imps - - 
9 .  f o r  n o t  more than t e n  consecu t i ve  days upon reques t  by i t s  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

1 / 

10 o r  by t he  governor.  When meet ing pursuan t  t o  a c a l l  by t he  governor ,  the  

I I l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  cons ide r  o n l y  those s u b j e c t s  desc r i bed  i n  the  c a l l . "  
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