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I 

F7EMTY-EIGHTY DAY 
>. 

:,ionday, J u l y  15 ,  1985 

The Second C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of t h e  Nor thern  ;:ariana I s l a n d s  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1:27 p.m., :!onday, J u l y  1 5 ,  1985,  i n  t h e  Convention 
Ha l l  - House of Taga, San Vicen te ,  Saipan,  Conmonvealth of  t h e  Northern 

I 
7 I a r  i a n a  I s l a n d s .  

1 The Bonoraole Herman T. Cue r r e ro ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e d .  
I 

i A nonent  of s i l e n t  2 r a y e r  o r  m e d i t a t i o n  was obse rved .  
I i 

P r e s i d e n t  3. Guerrero:  S e c r e t a r y  ilabors,  can  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

I 

I S e c r e t a r v  E.?abors: Thank you, rIr. P r e s i d e n t .  

1 The Convention S e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and 23 d e l e g a t e s  were 1 p r e s e n t .  Delegate  Vil lagomez was aosen t .  

i S e c r e t a r v  Tlaborg: blr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  23 d e l e g a t e s  p r e s e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  1:. Guerrero:  I.7e have a m a j o r i t y  and a quorun t o  conduct  t h e  
Order of Business.  F loo r  Leader Lizama? 

I 

F l oo r  Leader Lizamq: Mr. Cha i rnan ,  I move t h a t  w e  adop t  t h e  Twenty- 
Seventh  Day's Summary J o u r n a l .  

I Delega te  :.lendiola seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  9. Guerrero:  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  adopt  t h e  
Twenty-Seventh Day's Summary J o u r n a l  f o r  J u l y  1 4 ,  1985. D i scus s ions?  

There being no d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  motion t o  adop t  t h e  Twenty-Seventh Day 
Summary J o u r n a l  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  vo t e .  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  De l ega t e  Villagomez took h i s  s e a t . )  

I None 

I P r e s i d e n t  11. Guerrero:  Chairman Lizama? 

Chairnan Lizama: Ilr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  has  nothing t o  s u b n i t .  

I P r e s i d e n t  8. Guerrero:  Chairnan Guerrero?  
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Chairman DL. Guerrero: Yes, l i k e w i s e ,  your  Committee on Finance  and Other  
l la t ters  a t  t h i s  t i m e  has  no th ing  t o  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g .  

P r e s i d e n t  ?I. Guerre r~ :  Chairman Ilanglona? - -. 

Chairman Man-: Likewise ,  !.Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  your Committee on Local  
Government has  no th ing  t o  r e p o r t .  

P r e s i d e n t  5. Guerrerg: Chairman Xing? 

Chairman Kinq: Your Committee on Pe r sona l  Xign t s  and Natural 2esources  
- h a s  no th ing  t o  r e p o r t ,  iIr. Chairman. 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrero:  Thank you. There is no I n t r o d u c t i o n  and F i r s t  
3eading a t  t h i s  t i a e  s o  w e ' l l  aove  on t o  Second and F i n a l  Zeading. I 

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READIIIG A1Kl REFERRAL OF PROPOSALS 

Mon e 

SECOND AID FINAL R E A D I N G  

Committee Recommendation No. 19 :  "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIOPJAL AMENDMENT 
TO AMEND ARTICLE X I I ,  SECTIOEJ 3 ,  TO ALLOT7 THE SALE AND LONG-TERII LEASE OF 
B U I L D I N G  ABOVE THE FIRST FLOOR.", f o r  adop t i on  on Second and F i n a l  
Reading . 

Committee Recommendat i on  Xo. 2 0 : "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
TO AIIEND SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE X I 1  OF THE NORTHERPI I*IARIAPIAS CONSTITUTION 
RELATING TO ACQUISITION.", f o r  adop t ion  on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

Committee Recommendation No. 2 3 :  "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIOI~IAL AMENDIIENT 
TO ADD A NEN SECTION TO ARTICLE X ,  TO PROHIBIT THE IMPOSITIOIJ OR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERm TAXES UNLESS APPROVED BY THREE-FOURTHS OF THE VOTES CAST I N  
A REFERENDUFI.", f o r  adop t i on  on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S e c r e t a r y  llabors? 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: Thank you. I f  t h e r e  is no o b j e c t i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  
p l e a s e  move t h a t  we d e f e r  a c t i o n  on Committee Recommendations 19 and 20. 

'I Delega te  To r r e s  seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Also, i n  view of t h e  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  t h a t  has  j u s t  
cane  o u t  and is be ing  d u p l i c a t e d  f o r  Cornnittee Recommendation iio. 36, 
w e ' l l  d e f e r  t h a t  u n t i l  w e  g e t  t h e  l e g a l  op in ion ,  i f  t h e r e  is no o b j e c t i o n .  
T?e j u s t  r ece ived  a l e g a l  op in ion  f o r  t h a t  one, s o  c o p i e s  a r e  being made t o  
be  ~ a s s e d  o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  members. And w e ' l l  e n t e r t a i n  t h a t  once t h a t  
t h i n g  is f i n i s h e d ,  o r  p u t  it i n  tomorrow's c a l e n d a r .  So i f  t h e r e ' s  no  
o b j e c t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  s t a r t  w i t h  Committee Recommendation No. 23. S e c r e t a r y  
Nabors, can  you read  Committee Recommendation No. 23 p l e a s e ?  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  lIabors read Committee Recommendation No. 23 
i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  a s  fo l lows :  
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"A PROPOSED COIJSTITUTIOZ!AL A:.IEIDI.IENT 

"To add a nett s e c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  :<, t o  p r o n i b i t  t h e  im2os i t i on  o r  c e r t a i n  
r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  u n l e s s  approved by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  
a referendum. - 
"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL COFWEEPTIOIJ: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l th  of t h e  1,Iorthern Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  : l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  

-is amended a s  f o l l ows :  

" I .  S f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a new s e c t i o n  i s  added t o  A r t i c l e  X t o  
read:  

" ' S ec t i on  . Real. ~axes.10 r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  s h a l l  be 
l e v i e d  upon t h e  owners of any unimproved, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o r  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  
r e s i d e n t i a l  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  u n l e s s  approved by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  v o t e s  
c a s t  i n  a referendum. '"  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerq:  Any motion t o  adop t  i t ?  

Delecrate DJ,. Guerrero:  I s o  inove t o  adop t  it on Second and F i n a l  Reading. 

De l ega t e  laIendiola seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  I t  has  been moved and seconded t o  adopt  Committee 
Recommendation No. 23. De lega te  Pange l inan?  

De leua te  Panael inan:  rlr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  make an  amendment t o  
t h e  proposed Committee Recommendation 110. 23 t o  read:  "No t a x  may be  
l e v i e d  upon any unimproved a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o r  owne r -occu~ ied  s i n g l e  f ami ly  
r e s i d e n t i a l  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  u n l e s s  approved by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  v o t e s  
c a s t  i n  a referendum conducted i n  t h e  i u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  which t h e  t a x  will 
a v ~ l v . "  I t ' s  t h e  same, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  o n l y  I s t r u c k  o u t  " r e a l  p r o p e r t y "  
which is r e p e t i t i o u s  and " s h a l l "  is changed t o  "m be l e v i e d  upon t h e  
owners o f n .  The "owners o f n  a r e  s t r u c k  o u t ,  and you add "owner-occupied 
s i n g l e  f ami ly  r e s i d e n t i a l " .  The a d d i t i o n  is  "conducted  i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t h e  t a x  w i l l  app ly" .  

80: P o i n t  of o r d e r .  Are you p ropos ing  t h i s  a s  an  
' amendment? I have n o t  r ece ived  a second y e t .  
I 

1 Floo r  Jleader Lizamg: I second t o  t h a t  motion. 

o r s :  Ilr. P r e s i d e n t ?  

1 P P :  1 b e l i e v e  De l ega t e  Pange l inan  s t i l l  has  t h e  f l o o r .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I t ' s  seconded,  s o  i t ' s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of  t h e  f l o o r  now. 

D-q: P o i n t  of o r d e r ,  Ilr. P r e s i d e n t .  

"resident 3.  Guerrero:  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  Xing. 
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! 

i D e l e s a t e   kin^: I t h i n k  you j u s t  s a s s e d  o u t  t h e  nenorandum t o  each d e l e -  
I g a t e  which s t a t e s  t h a t  no amendment t o  any commit tee  recommendation s h a l l  
I I be cons ide red  u n l e s s  it is  p u t  i n  ~v i r i t i ng .  

I 1: I s n ' t  t h a t  what you have i n  f r o n t  of  you, De l ega t e  

I King? 

/ 4 PDeleqate [ - l end iob :  The amendnent is be ing  pa s sed  o u t .  

i -Delecrate ICinq: So I b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e f o r e  any mot ion can be made, f i r s t  we 
a u s t  s e e  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  amendnent is on t h e  desk .  

I D e l e ~ a t e  Panse l inaq :  I t  was supposed t o  have been 2a s s sd  o u t  b e f o r e  I I made t h e  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerg:  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Guerrero .  

t e  DJ,. Guerrero:  That  is e x a c t l y  what De l ega t e  Pange l inan  ha s  j u s t  
s a i d .  I 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  The Cha i r  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e  s lowness  o f  t h e  Page. 
De lega te  Villagomez? 

Deleqa te  Villaaomeg: I would l i k e  t o  ask t h e  Convent ion i f  w e  cou ld  b e  a 
l i t t l e  l e n i e n t  when it comes t o  changing words j u s t  s o  t h a t  w e  have a more 
grammat ica l  p roposa l  o r  t o  c o r r e c t  m i s s p e l l i n g s  and n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  as 
s u b s t a n t i v e  amendments, and perhaps ,  amendments which a r e  a c t u a l l y  going 
t o  j u s t  c o r r e c t  t h e  language shou ld  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a fo rmal  amendment 
bu t  j u s t  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n .  

De l eaa t e  P a n u a n :  T h i s  is not. . .  
1 

Deleaa t e  VFUauomez: Yes, I unders tand ;  I unde r s t and .  T h i s  is  j u s t  s o  
t h a t  we d o n ' t  encounte r  t h i s  2roblem i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  For example, w e  a r e  
u s ing  aga in  t h e  word "referendum" when we mean " i n i t i a t i v e n .  Tha t  k ind  of 
a change is r e a l l y  n o t  s u b s t a n t i v e ;  i t ' s  j u s t  c o r r e c t i o n  of words t o  be  
c o r r e c t .  You u s e  a referendum t o  change an  e x i s t i n g  law, you u s e  an  
i n i t i a t i v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  non-ex i s t ing  law, and s o  t h a t  k ind  of  change 
shou ld  be j u s t  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  language t o  be  c o r r e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  change 
t h e  proposed amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Does any of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  have any o b j e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  recommendation by Delega te  Villagomez? D e l e g a t e  Uabors? 

S e c r e t a r v  Naborg: Hr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have an  o b j e c t i o n  because  I do n o t  
agree .  I t h i n k  t h e  referendum i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  is p rope r .  

I Deleqa 
t e  Vil lasomez:  I was us ing  t h a t  j u s t  a s  an example. 

I S e c r e t a r y  Naborg: But what a r e  w e  going t o  do?  

-: I d i d  n o t  make a  change on t h e "  referendum"; t h a t  
was on t h e  o r i g i n a l  p roposa l .  
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/ S e c r e t a r v  Elabors: Not t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  it shou ld  be  referendum. 

De l eaa t e  Panael inan:  I.ly s u b s t a n t i a l  change h e r e  is t o  add "conducted i n  
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  which t h e  t a x  would app ly"  and I would e x p l a i n  t h a t  
l a t e r .  - -. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gueuero: Do you have any o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  Is t h a t  what 
a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  De l ega t e  Villagomez? 

I D e l e s a t e  V i l h a o m u :  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d i d n ' t  c a t c h  t h a t .  

- -rrero: I t h i n k  t hey  a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  t e rm " r e f e r e n -  
dum" on t h e  proposed amendment f o r  No. 2 3 .  Were you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  
one, o r  j u s t  t h e  o v e r a l l ?  

I 

De leaa t e  Vil laaomez? J u s t  t h e  o v e r a l l .  T h a t ' s  p r o b a b l y  a  bad example b u t  
I used t h a t  a s  an  example only .  A b e t t e r  example would be t o  u se  "mayn 
i n s t e a d  of " s h a l l n .  We s h o u l d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a s  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  amend- 
ment, and we shou ld  a l l ow  it on t h e  f l o o r  w i t h o u t  a  w r i t t e n  p roposa l  t o  
amend. Changing of or  c o r r e c t i o n  of grammar o r  s p e l l i n g ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  
shou ld  be  al lowed w i thou t  w r i t t e n  n o t i o n .  

De l eua t e  Panu-: I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  i f  we a r e  going t o  make an  
amendment I might a s  well  c o r r e c t  t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Pres ident .  H.  Guerrero:  De lega te  Vil lagomez does  have a  p o i n t  and,  you 
know, i f  w e  c a t c h  i t ,  l e t ' s  b r i n g  it up. I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l s o  impor tan t  t h a t  
e v e n t u a l l y  whatever p a s s e s  Second and F i n a l  2eading w i l l  be b rought  up t o  
t h e  f l o o r  a s  a  package,  so  c o r r e c t i o n s  w i l l  be  made i n  terms of s p e l l i n g  
o r  t ypo  e r r o r s ,  o r  whatever .  

I Secre t= l a b o r s :  Motion t o  end deba t e .  

F loor  Leader Lizama seconded,  and t h e  n o t i o n  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  
vo t e .  Delegate  Villagomez voted  "no". 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Wes r e  back t o  t h e  main motion. 

I TIeader Li-: P o i n t  of  i n fo rma t ion ,  Mr. p r e s i d e n t .  

I Presiden 
t H. Guerrero:  Yes, De l ega t e  Lizama. 

F loor  Leader w: On a  second t hough t ,  d i d  you approve  t h e  recommenda- 
t i o n  o r  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  was made by D e l e g a t e  Vil lagomez t h a t  w e  shou ld  be  
l e n i e n t  i n  changing t h e  words? ?lo o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  Okay, I was j u s t  
wondering i f  t h e  word " j u r i s d i c t i o n "  is more p rope r  t h a n  t o  use  t h e  word 
" s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t " .  

D u a t e  Vll-: I would g o  a long  w i t h  t h a t .  Also t h e  words " t o  
-d p robab ly  be  b e t t e r  i f  w e  s a y  "where" -- " s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
where t h e  t a x  w i l l  a pp ly"  i n s t e a d  of " t o  which". T h i s  is j u s t  t o  make it 
sounds more grammat ica l  o r  more a p p r o p r i a t e .  

I Dele sa t e  Panael inaq:  No; " t o  which" is c o r r e c t .  

-mez: Ac tua l l y ,  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  where t h e  t a x  w i l l  be 
l e v i e d  and n o t  where t h e  t a x  is a p p l i e d .  
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P r e s i d e n t  H a  Guerrero:  I f  t h e r e  i s  no o ~ j e c t i o n  t o  changing " j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n "  t o  " s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t " ,  s o  o rde r ed .  So what 60 you d e c i d e ,  i n  
which, t o  which, o r  where? 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I t h i n k  " i n  which" i s - -no re  c l e a r .  

F loo r  Leader Lizamq: 1'11 go a long  w i t h  t h a t ,  rlr. P r e s i d e n t .  

The motion t o  adop t  t h e  proposed anendnent  o f f e r e d  by 3 e l e g a t e  
Pange l inance  t o  Committee Xecommendation Yo. 23  was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  

- vote .  De lega te  Villagomez voted  "no". 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrer  o: So we ' re  now on Conini t tee Recommendation No. 2 3 .  
Floo r  Leader Lizama? 

F loo r  Leader Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

De l ega t e  Guerrero  seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Is t h e r e  supposed t o  be  a  comma a f t e r  "unimproved"? 

De leua te  Panuelinan:  No. 

v: Why? 

D e l e s a t e  Panse l inan :  T h a t ' s  one word. 

S e c r e t a r v  IJabors: Unimproved a g r i c u l t u r a l ?  

F loor  Leader Lizama: No; no comma t h e r e .  

De l eua t e  Panqel inan:  No, because  it d o e s n ' t  have t o  be an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o  
be  improved. 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Oh, any a g r i c u l t u r a l  ... 
D e l e s a t e  Mafnas: Unimproved l and  is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  be a g r i c u l t u r a l .  

D e l e s a t e  Panuel inan:  Any land  t h a t ' s  unimproved. 

P r e s i d e n t  E .  Guerrero:  A s  w e l l  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and .  

D -: There a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  

v: I s e e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  You might own a  2 i e c e  of  l a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t  a g r i c u l -  
t u r a l  and unimproved. See? 

D e l e s a t e  Torreg: P o i n t  of in fo rmat ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gue r re r~ :  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  T o r r e s .  

D e l e w e  Torres :  Yes, I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e l a y  t h i s  t o  De l ega t e  Pange l inan .  6.7hy 
a r e  we i nc lud ing  "unimprovedn? Could you e n l i g h t e n  m e  on t h e  r a t i o n a l e  
f o r  t h i s ?  
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Delecrate Panuel inan:  That  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  proposed amendment. TJe i n c l u d e  
"unimprovedn because  we f e l t  t h a t  n o s t  of o u r  peop l e  he r e  own two o r  t h r e e  
p a r c e l s  of l and  and t h e y  should  n o t  be  t axed  on t h a t  l and  i f  i t ' s  n o t  
improved. When you improve t h e  l a n d ,  i f  you have a s i n g l e  dwe l l i ng  f a m i l y  
housing,  w e  d o n ' t  want t o  t a x  you on t h a t  one  a l s o ,  But i f  you have add i -  
t i o n a l  l a n d  t h a t  you want t o  improve, by improving i t ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you 
a r e  going i n t o  a  money-making ven tu r e ;  and t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  ha s  
t h a t  o p t i o n  t o  tax you on t h a t  developed b u s i n e s s  t h a t  you improve on t h e  
l and .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e u e r o :  De lega te  V i l l agonez?  I - 
Deleua t e  Villaaomeq: Thank you. The f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  amendment t a l k s  
abou t  l evy ing  of t a x  and t h e  l a s t  p a r t  is t a l k i n g  abou t  app ly ing  of t a x ,  
Iiy s u g g e s t i o n  is t o  be  c o n s i s t e n t .  I n s t e a d  of s a y i n g  a t  t h e  end " i n  t h e  
s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  which t h e  tax w i l l  a pp ly"  t o  s a y  " i n  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  
d i s t r i c t  where t h e  t ax  w i l l  be l e v i e d "  because  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  l e v y i n g  , 

t a x  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  s e n t e n c e  and i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
abou t  app ly ing  t a x .  So t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  language,  w e  s a y  " l evy ing  

I 

t a x "  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  w e ' l l  a l s o  s a y  i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  " i n  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  
i d i s t r i c t  where t h e  t a x  w i l l  be  l e v i e d . "  T h a t ' s  j u s t  a  s u g g e s t i o n .  And 

a l s o ,  I ' v e  asked t h e  A s s i s t a n t  A t to rney  Genera l  t o  look a t  t h i s  t o  see i f  
he  can  h e l p  u s  w i t h  t h e  language,  I have no problem wi th  t h e  proposed 

1 language changes on t h e  proposed amendment. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerp:  De lega te  Guer re ro?  

De l eua t e  DJ,, Guerrero:  Iqiay I ask what is t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  amendnent 
aga in?  By amending it t o  p u t  i n  a  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  is it t h e  i n t e n t  
h e r e  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  w e  a r e  going t o  make it a s  a  Commonwealth-wide r a t h e r  
t han  t o  be  a  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  by i t s e l f ?  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  whether  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  h e r e  from Rota o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  from T i n i a n  a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  any 
f u t u r e  t a x e s ,  i n  o t h e r  words, t o  concur  w i t h  t h i s  k ind  of amendnent? 

e ro :  Is t h e r e  any of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  from Rota o r  
T i n i a n  w i l l i n g  t o  answer? I President H .  Guerr 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Thank you. 97e d o n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  any t a x  a s  l ong  a s  
Uncle Sam keeps t h e  money coming. 

t e  Panae l inan :  I f  I may answer your q u e s t i o n .  The i n t e n t  of  t h i s  
amendment is t h a t  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  nay l e g i s l a t e  on l o c a l  m a t t e r s .  / w e ' r e  say ing  is t h a t  i f  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  shou ld  t h e y  need t o  t a x  t h e  
peop le  of Rota o r  T i n i a n ,  t hen  t h e y  have t h a t  op t i on .  But it would a p p l y  
o n l y  t o  Rota o r  T i n i a n ,  o r  Sa ipan ,  f o r  t h a t  a a t t e r .  

P r e s i d e n t  3. Guer re ro :  De lega te  T o r r e s ?  

De l eua t e  Tor res :  Yes. De l ega t e  Pange l i nan ,  wouldn ' t  t h i s  hamper t h e  
a b i l i t y  of t h e  government t o  g e n e r a t e  revenues  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  e n t i r e  
Commonwealth and n o t  t o  p e n a l i z e  one  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h o s e  n o t  
t axed?  

De leua te  Panuel inan:  I b e l i e v e  De l ega t e  V i l l anueva  had t h e  answer t o  t h a t  
du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  d i s c u s s i o n .  
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De l eaa t e  Vi l lanueva:  Xhat was t h e  q u e s t  i on?  

3 e l e a a t e  Torres :  Ily concern  i s  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r ~ m e n t .  :?ouldn8t  t h i s  
p roposa l  hamper t h e  c e n t r a l  government 's  a b i l i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  enough reve-  
nues  t o  bene f f t  t h e  e n t i r e  Commonwealth and n o t  t o  p e n a l i z e  one d i s t r i c t  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h o s e  d i s t r i c t s  o r  d i s t r i c t  n o t  t a x e d ?  

De l ega t e  V u u e v p :  I t  is no t  going t o  p e n a l i z e  anybody. According t o  
t h e  proposed amendment if Rota wants  t o  t a x  t h e i r  peop l e  on r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  
t h e y  can.  What t h e  concern  is t h i s ,  t h a t  T i n i a n  d o e s n ' t  want Saipan Or 
Rota t o  be making d e c i s i o n  f o r  T in ian .  T h i s  is n o t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  of 

- the  p roposa l .  I j u s t  r ead  t h i s  amendment, The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  of t h e  
p roposa l  is t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Execu t ive  8 ranch  
from imposing r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  t o  t h e  Commonvealth peop le .  And t h e  
reason  behind t h i s  is s o  t h a t  our s e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  ready t o  deve lop  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and who a r e  n o t  r eady  t o  be  t a x e d  because  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  is 
no t  developed can  have t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s ,  you know, a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ,  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and n o t  t o  be fo r ced  t o  
move from t h e  beach t o  t h e  mountain and t h e n  up t o  t h e  a i r .  Th i s  is t h e  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  p roposa l .  I a c c e p t  t h e  change from j u r i s d i c t i o n  
t o  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  main reason  t h a t  most r e a l  p rope r ty  t a x  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  a r e  l e v i e d  by c o u n t i e s ,  And because  w e  a r e  look ing  a t  
t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  e n t i t i e s  and t h i s  one  of  t h e  i tems t h a t  t hey  
might cons ide r  g e n e r a t i n g  revenue from, t h e n  I ' m  i n  agreement w i th  t h e  
proposed amendment, i n c l u d i n g  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  Thank you, Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u w e r o :  I have a  ques t i on .  D e l e g a t e  l a n g e l i n a n ,  i f  Sa ipan  
dec ided  t o  l evy  t h e  t a x ,  does  t h e  money o r  fund c o l l e c t e d  s t a y s  on Saipan,  
o r  does  it app ly  t o  Conmonwealth-wide? 

D w: No. 

D -: I f  i t ' s  a  l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

P r e s i d e n t  9. Guerrero:  So t h i s  is a  l o c a l  law. 

D e l e s a t e  P a n u n a n :  Right .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gue-: I s ee .  De l ega t e  iLlafnas? 

D e l e s a t e  Ilafnas: ;?e have a  problem i f  t h a t  w i l l  be  t h e  ca se .  No, I gues s  
t h e  funds  c o l l e c t e d ,  i f  i t ' s  a l o c a l  t a x ,  it w i l l  be expended by t h e  d e l e -  
g a t i o n ,  l o c a l l y ,  

D -: Yes. 

D e l e s a t e  Nafnag: Then I have no problem. 

P r e  s '  l d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Mendiola? 

D e l e s a t e  islendioh: I g o t  a  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h i s .  VJould t h i s  
g i v e  u s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  l i k e  t h e  1 :un ic ipa l i ty  of T i n i a n  t o  have t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  t a x  t h e  U-S. m i l i t a r y  t hen?  

D e l e s a t e  "nnselinan: You canno t  t a x  m i l i t a r y  p r o p e r t y .  
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D e l e s a t e  IIendiolg: I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a s e ,  I d o n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r ~ :  De l eg a t e  To r r e s?  

D e l e a a t e  T o r r a :  I4r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  -my conce rn  h a s n ' t  been thoroughly  
addressed .  May I c o n t i n u e ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  P l e a s e ,  go on. 

DeleCIate Torres :  The r ea son  t h a t  I r a i s e d  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  concern  is t h a t  I 

- f e a r  t h a t  f i v e  y e a r s  down t h e  road t h e  S t a t e  Government may need t o  l e v y  
t a x e s  a c r o s s  t h e  board  t o  r e s cue  our  a i l i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  fund,  and w e  a l l  
know t h a t  our a i l i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  fund is b e n e f i t t i n g  n o t  o n l y  Saipan b u t  
T i n i a n  and Rota a s  w e l l .  So my q u e s t i o n  remains  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  a r e  
going t o  a l low each d i s t r i c t  t o  d e c i d e  t h i s  i s s u e ,  wouldn ' t  t h i s  i n  a  way, 
hamper -- i n  a  way, hamper t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  government,  t h e  
S t a t e  Government, t o  r a i s e  emergency funding t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  e n t i r e  Common- 
wea l t h  and n o t  j u s t  r a i s e  t h e s e  nece s sa ry  funds  i n  one  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  
o n l y  t h a t  would b e n e f i t  t h e  e n t i r e  Commonwealth? 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Are you responding t o  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s '  q u e s t i o n ,  
De l ega t e  Inos?  

De l eua t e  Inos: I t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  know how h e  w i l l  t a k e  my response  b u t  
I t r y .  I n  t r y i n g  t o  unders tand  what he  is t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s ,  I 
t h i n k  De lega te  To r r e s  is concerned t h a t ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  we w i l l  t a x  a  c e r t a i n  
s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  l i k e  Sa ipan ,  we w i l l  a p p l y  t h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  
which w i l l  b e n e f i t  Rota and T in ian .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one of your concerns .  
I s n ' t  i t ,  Delega te  To r r e s?  

De l eua t e  Torres :  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  w e  t a x  o n l y  Sa ipan  and Rota and T in i an  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  t ax .  

D e l e a a t e  Inos: Okay. To my unders tand ing  on t h i s  amendment, any l o c a l  
m a t t e r s  when it comes t o  l o c a l  t a x i n g ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  funds  
remain w i th in  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
w i l l  go t o  Rota i f  you s o  d e c i d e  h e r e  on Sa ipan  t h a t  you need t o  a d d r e s s  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  t h a t  you need t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  funds  t o ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  b u i l d  up 
your road he r e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  shou ld  remain. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
p roposa l ,  and a s  f a r  a s  my unders tand ing  on l o c a l  t a x  l evy ing ,  t h a t  t h a t  
w i l l  remain a  l o c a l  m a t t e r .  Another concern  t h a t  you have which is v a l i d  
i n  t e rms  of t r y i n g  t o  c l o s e  t h e  doo r s  i n  t r y i n g  t o  l e v y  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f unds ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a r e a s  i n  which o u r  
government can t a p .  For example, we a r e  concerned abou t  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t ,  
w e  a r e  concerned abou t  a l i e n s  us ing  our f a c i l i t i e s ,  maybe our  government 
shou ld  be looking a t  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t a x i n g .  r~rhat t h e  committee is say ing  
is  t h a t  we want t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  owners o f  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  a r e  
unimproved, t h a t  have no funds  t o  pay i f  t h e  government shou ld  d e c i d e  t o  
t a x  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  people .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I ' m  r e sponding  t o  your 
q u e s t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  De l ega t e  Tor res .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: P o i n t  of  in fo rmat ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerq:  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  Nabors. 

S e c r e t a r v  IJabors: Did I unders tand  ny c o l l e a g u e  t o  s a y  t h a t  we a r e  
concerned w i th  t a x i n g  t h e  a l i e n s  f o r  us ing  our  i s l a n d ?  
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D e l e s a t e  I n o s :  P o i n t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h a t  is a n  example I'n g i v i n g .  
rQhat w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  d o  i n  t h i s  amendment is t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l  owners  
of p r o p e r t y .  And t h a t ' s  j u s t  it .  ::Jetre n o t  c l o s i n g  d o o r s  on  any  o t h e r  
a r e a s  i n  which we c a n  l e v y  t a x e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e .  - - 
a c r e t a r v  Naborg: No, b u t  my q u e s t i o n  is ,  is it worded i n  s u c h  a  way 
where t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of  t h e  t a x  w i l l  f a l l  o n  r e s o r t s  and t o u r s i t s  deve lop -  
ment o n l y ?  

D e l e a a t e  Inos :  I don ' t . . . .  Well, t h e  i n t e n t  is t o  n o t  t a x  o r  l e v y  t a x  on 
- owners  o f  any  unimproved a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  s i n g l e  r e s i d e n t i a l .  

D e l e a a t e  Panqg l inaq :  Yes. r,ly answer  is " y e s "  t o  your  q u e s t i o n .  

S e c r e t a r v  Elabors: Thank you. 

a a t e  Manalona: Xr. P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  Are you answer ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

D e l e s a t e  Manalonq: I ' m  answer ing  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s '  c o n c e r n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Go ahead.  

Delesate !.lanulow: Okay. To answer D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s  ' q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t l y  
and i n  a  few words ,  y e s ,  he  is c o r r e c t .  The Commonwealth Government can-  
n o t  u s e  t a x  on p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  whole  Commonwealth-wide. 
You c a n  o n l y  t a x  t h i s  w i l l  now t h e r e f o r e  becomes a  l o c a l  m a t t e r .  SO, y e s ,  
t h e  Commonwealth c a n n o t  u s e  r e a l  e s t a t e  t a x  f o r  Commonwealth-wide b e n e f i t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  Is your  q u e s t i o n  answered ,  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

Deleaate T a r e s :  L e t  m e  j u s t  p o s e  o n e  more q u e s t i o n  and t h a t ,  I g u e s s ,  
w i l l  b e  s a t i s f i e d .  L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth Government d e c i d e d  t o  
impose a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  on -- s i n c e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  is removed h e r e ,  s o  I 
assume t h i s  is a l l  s o r t s  of t a x e s .  

Delesate V i l l a n u e v q :  No, no. T h i s  is f o r  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  

Delesate P a n s e l i n a n :  N o ,  t h e  t i t l e  s a y s ,  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x ,  and t h a t  is 
j u s t  it. 

D -: So t h i s  s t i l l  r ema ins  a  l a n d  t a x ?  

President: Yes. 

D e l e a a t e  T o r r e s :  Okay. L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a g a i n  d e c i d e d  t o  
impose e x t r a  t a x e s  and t h e  p e o p l e  i n  S a i p a n  a g r e e d  t o  t h i s  e x t r a  t a x  so  
t h a t  w e  c a n  r e s c u e  o t h e r  a i l i n g  programs.  And t h e n ,  you know, u n f o r t u -  
n a t e l y  and  I d o n ' t  want t o  presume t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  Ro ta  and T i n i a n  w i l l  
r e j e c t  it. But l e t ' s  s a y  f o r  h y p o t h e t i c a l  t h a t  it was r e j e c t e d  i n  Rota  
and T i n i a n .  T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  my c o n c e r n .  A r e n ' t  w e ,  i n  a  way, hampering t h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  government? 

P r e s i d e n t :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a ?  
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m e  Vi l lanueva:  You know, r i g h t  now i n  any referendum o r  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
two s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  have t o  approve any i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  governemnt 
t o  make it t o  be accep ted .  T h a t ' s  w r i t t e n  i n  ou r  C o n s t i t u t i t o n .  Even on 
t h e  proposed amendments t o  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  1 4 , 0 0 0  peop le ,  
l e t ' s  s a y ,  i n S a i p a n ;  1,000 i n  Rota; and--1,000 i n  T in i an .  I f  t h e y  d i s -  
approve it -- i f  two- th i rds  of t h e i r  peop l e  o r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s ,  I t h i n k ,  of 
t h e i r  peop le  d i s app rove  t h e  proposed amendment t o  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  even 
i f  t h e  peop le  i n  Saipan approves it, i t ' s  s t i l l  d i sapproved  because  i t ' s  
w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  law. 

De l eaa t e  Tor res  : According t o  t h e  proposed amendment, t h a t ' s  no t  c o r r e c t .  

D e l e s a t e  Vil lanuevq:  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  what is p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n  now. 

De l eaa t e  Tor res :  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  proposed amendment. 

Deleciate Vi l l anueva :  You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  peop l e  i n  Rota and T i n i a n  
not .  approving and peop le  i n  Saipan a r e  approv ing .  Th i s  is a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
a lmos t  any th ing  t h a t  t h e  Government of t h e  Nor thern  I4arianas would l i k e  t o  
do  has  t o  be  approved by two- th i rds .  

De l eaa t e  Pan-: L e t  me e x p l a i n  t h e  proposed amendment. I t h i n k  I 
unders tand  De l ega t e  T o r r e s '  concern .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  w e  j u s t  d o n ' t  r a i s e  
t a x e s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of r a i s i n g  t a x e s  and g i v i n g  more money t o  t h e  govern- 
ment. I f  we ' re  going t o  r a i s e  p r o p e r t y  t a x ,  we would have t o  j u s t i f y  
t h a t .  I f  Saipan f e l t  t h a t  maybe we need a wa t e r  ca tchment  f o r  a l l  o f  i t s  
r e s i d e n t s  and t h e r e  is no o t h e r  way of r a i s i n g  t a x e s  o r  t h a t  money t o  
r a i s e  t h e  water  ca tchment ,  maybe t h e  peop l e  would v o t e  t o  nave a p r o p e r t y  
t a x  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  water  catchment p r o j e c t .  And maybe t h e  water  c a t ch -  
ment 2 r o j e c t  i s  a bad exarnple because  it is a one-time p r o j e c t .  

De l eaa t e  Torres :  I a g r e e  w i t h  you on t h a t  p o i n t .  

De l eaa t e  Panaelingll:  T in i an  might  s a y ,  we d o n ' t  want a water  ca tchment  
2 r o j e c t  and t h e r e f o r e ,  we d o n ' t  want t o  be  t a x e d  on p r o p e r t y  because  it 
d o e s n ' t  app ly  t o  us .  Th i s  is e x a c t l y  what t h i s  proposed amendment is 
say ing  is  t h a t  l e t  each  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  d e c i d e  on its l o c a l  m a t t e r  
whether t h e y  need such  t a x e s  t o  be imposed. 

De l eaa t e  Torres :  But t h a t ' s  n o t  my q u e s t i o n .  I.Iy q u e s t i o n  is, okay, l e t  
me r e i t e r a t e  it a g a i n  and hope fu l l y  t h i s  t ime  w e ' l l  have a meeting of  t h e  
mind. Ret i rement  fund,  okay, a s  an  example. L e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  peop l e  i n  
Saipan f e l t  t h a t  we need e x t r a  t a x e s  t o  g e n e r a t e  e x t r a  revenues  t o  r e s cue  
ou r  r e t i r e m e n t  fund.  Okay? And on ly  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  Saipan approved t h i s  
e x t r a  t ax .  Okay? >Jouldnl t  t h i s  proposed amendment t h e n  make it d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  our  c e n t r a l  government t o  g e n e r a t e  fund ing  t o  r e s cue  a s t a t e -w ide  
program and n o t  t o  p e n a l i z e  -- maybe I ' m  u s i n g  t h e  wrong term -- one 
d i s t r i c t  which f o r t u n a t e l y  2e rhaps  approved t h a t  e x t r a  t a x  t o  r e s c u e  a 
s t a t e -w ide  program? 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerreu: De lega te  T o r r e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  issue a t  hand is -- 
t h i s  is a l o c a l  law. I f  you want t h i s  l o c a l  law t o  be a p p l i c a b l e  
Commonwealth-wide, t h e  answer t o  your q u e s t i o n  is, it cannot  be  made 
a p ~ l i c a b l e  t o  a program t h a t  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  Co~nnonwealth-wide. I can  
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on ly  be used f o r  l o c a l  a a t t e r s ,  l i k e  road improvement probably ,  t h i n g s  
t h a t  of  n a t u r e  t h a t  can  on ly  be used on Saipan.  I t  canno t  app ly  t o  Xota 
and T in ian .  

Deleqgfe  Tor-: I a g r e e ,  I4r. P r e s iden t ? .  w i t h  you b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  
remains unanswered. Wouldn't t h i s  hamper t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  government? 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  I t  does.  Did I answer your  q u e s t i o n ?  

D e l e s a t e  Torres :  Yes. 

- P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  Thank you. D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro, you had your hand 
UP* 

Deleqa te  Oqumoro: Yes; thank you, ;lr. P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  :blould l i k e  t o  
know how nuch revenue is  e s t ima t ed  t o  be r e a l i z e d  from t h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  
t a x e s .  Has any of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  g iven  u s  any i n d i c a t i o n ?  

Floor  r,eader L u :  Po in t  of o r d e r ,  I!r. P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Lizama. 

a d e r  L-: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  we're t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  amendment 
r i g h t  now. We're n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  e s s e n c e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  amendment 
because  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  amendment i t ' s  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  referendum a s  a 
g e n e r a l  law t o  be  cons ide red .  I n  t h e  proposed amendment... 

D e l e ~ a t e  Osumoro: I t h i n k  we have a l r e a d y  d i sposed  of t h a t  amendment and 
now we a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Committee Recommendation. Aren ' t  we? 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero:  We're t a l k i n g  on t h e  proposed amendnent. 

D e l e a a t e  Oaumoro: On t h e  proposed amendment s t i l l .  Anyway, I t h i n k  t h a t  
I s t i l l  am i n  o r d e r ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  how much is 
e s t ima t ed  t o  be  r e a l i z e d  by t h e  government from t h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e ~ e r o :  De lega te  V i l l anueva?  

De l eqa t e  Vi l l anuevq :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  r i g h t  now w e  d o n ' t  have an  a s s e s s e d  
v a l u e  of i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Nor thern  !~lar ianas .  But l e t ' s  j u s t  s a y  
t h a t  we based o u r s e l v e s  on $10 p e r  s q u a r e  n e t e r  and,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  t h e  
a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  is 10 c e n t s  p e r  $1,000. That  would be  a l o t  t o  an  
owner of 10,000 s q u a r e  mete r s  unimproved p r o p e r t y .  The a c t u a l  f i g u r e  -- I 
d o n ' t  have c a l c u l a t o r ,  b u t  i t ' s  a l o t ,  and I ' v e  s e e n  t h i s .  And I want t o  
keep r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  I p u t  i n  t h i s  p roposa l  s o  t h a t  t h o s e  peop l e  who a r e  
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  beach can  s t i l l  s t a y  a t  t h e  beach and n o t  move t o  t h e  moun- 
t a i n  and t h e n  move t o  t h e  a i r .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t o t a l  amount, r i g h t  now 
we d o n ' t  know how w e  a r e  going t o  a s s e s s  t h e  t a x  i n  c a s e  t h e y  want t o  t a x  
t h e  2eople t o  b a i l  o u t  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  program. And s i n c e  t h i s  proposed 
amendment is t o  g i v e  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c i d e  i f  t h e y  
want t o  be t a x e d ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  going t o  be even wor s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
how nuch money w e  a r e  going t o  g e n e r a t e  from t h i s .  

P r e s i d e n t  8. Guerrero:  De lega te  Ogumoro, a r e  you f i n i s h e d ?  
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D e l e s a t e  Oaumoro: So i f  I unders tand  t h e  amendment c o r r e c t l y ,  a l l  r e a l  
p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  n o t  i n c l u s i v e  of t h e  ones  a e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  amendment would 
s t a y  w i t h  t h e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  v h i c h  t h a t  t a x  is l e v i e d .  

De l eqa t e  V i m e v a :  Yes. 

D e l e ~ g t e  Oaumoro: Thank you. I ' l l  y i e l d  f o r  now. I 
P r e s i d e n t  H ,  Guerrero:  I c a l l  f i r s t  on D e l e g a t e  Cing. 

- m e s a t e  Cinq: Thank you, Xr. P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  want t o  respond t o  
De l ega t e  To r r e s ,  b u t  what I was abou t  t o  s a y  you 've  a l r e a d y  <one it. So 
thank you anyway. I 

! 

(Laugh t e r )  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e u :  Any t ime ,  De l ega t e  Cing,  i f  I can  be of any he lp .  
De lega te  Nabors? 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  The r e sponse s  t o  t h e  l a s t  
two q u e s t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  That  is t o  s a y  t h a t  t o  l e v y  t h i s  t a x  
i n  Saipan and T i n i a n  and Rota cou ld  n o t  b e n e f i t ,  I d a r e  you. 

P e l e a a t e  Manulona: P o i n t  of i n fo rma t ion .  ;Till t h i s  i n c l u d e  gambling i n  
T in ian?  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Yes. I d a r e  you t o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o l l e c t  t a x e s  from t h e  
Hyat t  Hote l  t h a t  s i ts  on p u b l i c  l and  and n o t  s h a r e  it wi th  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  Commonwealth. I d a r e  you. 

D e l e s a t e  Yafnas: I a g r e e  w i t h  you. 

D e l e a a t e  P a n a e w :  But t h a t ' s  n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h i s  p roposa l .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I t  c e r t a i n l y  is. You j u s t  s a i d  it was. 

De l eaa t e  Panuelinan:  No; t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  t a x  t h e  r e s o r t .  

D e l e w t e  tlafnas: Ilr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t ' s  improved p r o p e r t y ,  s o  i t ' s  n o t  
inc luded  here .  

De l eaa t e  Panse l inan :  I t ' s  no t .  

P r e s i d e n t  N. Guerrero:  P l e a s e  read t h e  amendment. I t  s a y s ,  "unimproved 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  owner-occupied s i n g l e  f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  r e a l  p rope r ty . "  

S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: Which means i n f e r e n t i a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  improved i s  
t a x a b l e ,  i.e. t h e  S y a t t  Hote l .  So y o u ' r e  n o t  going t o  s h a r e  t h a t  revenue 
on p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  w i t h  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Commonwealth? No way. 

P r e s i d e n t  H, Guerrero:  De lega te  Lizama? 

F loor  Leader Lizama: ilr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I t hough t  I was i n  agreement w i t h  
De l ega t e  Nabors b u t  a f t e r  g i v i n g  it a  second t hough t ,  I t h i n k  I d i s a g r e e  
w i t h  De lega te  Nabors. The amendment is s imply  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  unimproved 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  owner-occupied s i n g l e  f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  
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w i l l  not  be taxed unless s u f f i c i e n t  votes a r e  casted i n  a  general e lec t ion  
t o  levy such a  tax i n  a  s ena to r i a l  d i s t r i c t .  That ' s  what t h e  amendment 
is. Now w i t h  respect t o  improved proper t i es  i n  t he  Commonwealth, be it 
Saipan, Rota or  Tinian, those improved proper t i es  a r e  not involved i n  t h i s  
amendment. W e l l ,  t he  Legilature could come up with a  general law provid- 
ing for  taxat ion or the  taxing of those r e a l  p roper t i es ,  and t h a t ' s  a  
d i f f e r e n t  animal, Delegate Nabors. 

Deleaate Idanslonq: Point of c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  So I assume t h a t  the re  w i l l  
be no more fu ture  Hyatt Hotels so-called b u i l d  on publ ic  land. I assume 
ng more public land w i l l  be leased fo r  fu tu re  improved land? - 
Floor Taeader Lizamq: Ilr. President ,  i f  I may answer t h a t .  I think,  
Delegate Manglona, you a r e  out of order.  

(Laughter) 

Secretarv Nabors: Now t h a t  my quest ion has Seen answered, may I >lease  
address t he  recommendation? I s ee  se r ious  problems w i t h  t h i s  proposal i f  
t h e  Legislature is not involved and I bel ieve  t h a t  we're going t o  have t o  
go back t o  our r e l i a b l e  stock and t r ade  language a s  provided by law f o r  
t h e  following reasons: On what bas i s  would the  tax  be levied?  rp7hat tax 
base w i l l  be used? Would appra i sa l s  be required? Who w i l l  pay fo r  the  
appra i sa l s  and the  administrat ion? And i f  I own 5  hectares  of land t h a t ' s  
t o  be taxed and my neighbor owns a  half hactare,  what would be our re la-  
t i v e  t ax  l i a b i l i t y ?  A s  I see  it, by saying t h a t  no r e a l  property t ax  may 
be levied on ce r t a in  ca tegor ies  of p roper t i es ,  it says i n f e r e n t i a l l y  t h a t  
r e a l  property taxes may be levied on other  ca tegor ies  of proper t ies .  I f  
t h a t ' s  being the  case,  it seems t o  me t h a t  we need t o  include our stock 
and t rade  language. 

Delesate Panueunan: Delegate Nabors, a t  the  present  time t h e  Legislature 
has t h a t  blanket au thor i ty  t o  t ax  u s  on property.  A l l  we're saying here 
is t h a t  should the  Legis la ture  impose r ea l  property t ax ,  we a r e  a t  l e a s t  
protec t ing the s ing l e  owner res iden ts ,  t h e  unimproved land and the  
ag r i cu l tu r a l  land. There is nothing r i g h t  now t h a t  prevents the  Legisla- 
t u r e  from taxing any of u s  on r e a l  property tax. I think we a re  thinking 
of the  reverse. 

Dres I - 
ident  H. Guerrero: Let me recognize f i r s t  3e legate  Villagomez. 

I Deleaa 
t e  Villaaorrlp: Thank you. ( i n  Chamorro) 

I President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors? 

Secretarv Nabors: Point of 2 r iv i l ege .  Could I ask the  Stenographer t o  
read back the  statement t h a t  colleague Villagomez has j u s t  made? The 
t r ans l a t ed  version? Or i f  you want t o  bring a t r a n s l a t o r  over here and 
put him down here beside me, because I bel ieve you a r e  .... 

1 %  l e s a t e  Kinq:  Point of information. 

Secretarv Mabors: I got the  r i g h t  t o  know what is being sa id  here and I 
demand my r ight .  

D -: Under what ru les ,  i4r. President? 



21SD COBlSTITUTIMOAC C O ~ I O N  OL the 
#oRTBEE(N MABId#A Is'r.mDs fypa within rha f u l l  width md haiJlt of th. b k a  bor(rra u l c W  

nurginr. Pa60 nwborr rhould be coucrrad In bar a t  b o t u .  

1 
2ND CON C31J JOURNAL -- 28th  Day 
J u l y  15,  1985 

Presidgnt~: Delega te  Lizama? I 
Floor  m d e r  w: I:ay I ask  De l ega t e  tiabors whether  he vo ted  on t h e  
proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment making it o f f i c i a l  t o  t h r e e  languages?  
~ i d n ' t  you voke on t h a t  y e s t e r d a y ?  -. 

S e c r e t a r v  w: No. I 
Floo r  Tleader L-: Oh, okay. I 
Deleaa t  e VjJlauomep 

d 

: :Ire P r e s i d e n t ,  I have a q u e s t i o n  f o r  :Ir. ?Tabors. 

Chamorro o r  Eng l i sh?  

De l eua t e  Villaaomez: T h a t ' s  ny cho i ce .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  from 1,ir. 1 
Mabors if i t  was he who submi t t ed  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e  p roposa l  t o  I 

p r e s e r v e  and t o  encourage  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  Chamorro and C a r o l i n i a n  I language and culture.  I 

S e C r e W v  Nabors: That  was f i l e d  by your  committee.  

P r e s i d e n t  I I .  G u u e r o :  De l ega t e  Lizama? 

F loo r  Lead-: Yes, I t h i n k  De l ega t e  Vil lagomez owes De l ega t e  
Nabors an  apology. I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  what De l ega t e  Vil lagomez h a s  
j u s t  s t a t e d  and I t h i n k  h e  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  l y i n g .  He was j u s t  informing t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  -- he  was n o t  l y i n g ,  because  what De l ega t e  Vil lagomez was 
e x p l a i n i n g  was e x a c t l y  t h e  same e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  he was making e a r l i e r .  
And I r a i s e d  ny hand t o  r e i t e r a t e  f u r t h e r  t h a t  I t h i n k  a l s o  you were a 
l i t t l e  b i t  maybe i n c o r r e c t  i n  assuming t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a need t o  p u t  i n  t h i s  
proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment a language s t a t i n g  how t h i s  is going t o  
be  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  reason  t h a t  a s  you w e l l  know, De l ega t e  Nabors, i n  a 
s i t u a t i o n  where we have t o  d e a l  w i t h  it i n  a referendum, t h a t  i n  a r e f e r -  
endum it would be  nece s sa ry  t o  p u t  o u t  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
law and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  law would be  well de f i ned .  Do you unders tand  
t h a t ,  De l ega t e  Nabors? 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G-: Delega t e  Nabors, a cco rd ing  t o  Rule 6 9  which we 
adopted by t h e  Convention,  Eng l i sh ,  Chamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  may be used i n  
any proceeding of  t h e  Convention o r  i n  any committee excep t  t h a t  any 
w r i t t e n  submiss ion of p r o p o s a l s  s h a l l  be  i n  Engl i sh .  

S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: No q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  p u t  me a t r a n s l a t o r  over  h e r e  and 
t h a t ' s  a l l  I say.  

D e l e a a t e  Xafnas: T4e d o n ' t  have budget .  

De l eua t e  Kinq: P o i n t  of in fo rmat  i on ,  P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  King? 

De l eua t e  Kina: I t h i n k  t h a t  De l ega t e  Nabors shou ld  c o o l  down because  w e  
have t h r e e  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  a r e n ' t  Chamorro he re .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we 
d o n ' t  want ou r  d e l e g a t e s  t o  be i n t r u d e d  o r  t o  be i n s u l t e d ,  however, such 
e x p l a n a t i o n  is very  good and a c c e p t a b l e  by t h e  t h r e e  d e l e g a t e s .  So I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  any th ing  t h a t  b r i n g s  u p  t o  t h e  Convention t h a t  would i n s u l t  
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r co l l e ague ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it would n o t  be  a p p r o p r i a t e .  Sut we a c c e p t  
I r e p e a t ,  we a c c e p t  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  i n  Chamorro by De l ega t e  

l lagomez.  And a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  t h e  Chamorro c u l t u r e  t h a t  we f i l e d  ha s  
'en r econs ide r ed  by t h e  G I  Committee because  t h a t ' s  inc luded  i n  t h e  

Education.  S m a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  i n - l i n e  and I hope t h a t  De l ega t e  
Nabors shou ld  a p o l o g i z e  t o  De lega te  Vil lagomez because  he  ha s  done no th ing  
wrong . 
D -z: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  ;1r. 
Nabors i d e n t i f y  e x a c t l y  where I made t h e  l i e  t o  t h e  Convention.  He c a l l e d  
me a l i a r  and s a i d  t h a t  I l i e d  t o  t h e  Convent ion when I spoke t o  it i n  

-Chamorro. 

F l o o r  Leader Lizama: P o i n t  of o r d e r ,  :,1r. P r e s i d e n t .  

P p  o: S t a t e  your p o i n t .  I 

F l o o r = :  bIr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  shou ld  be dwe l l i ng  
on i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  proposed amendment. I f  
we ' re  going t o  be  d i s c u s s i n g  f u r t h e r ,  we shou ld  j u s t  s imply  c o n c e n t r a t e  on 
t h e  amendment and n o t  go i n t o  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s .  I move t h a t  we end d e b a t e ,  
;lr. P r e s i d e n t ,  

De l ega t e  Mendiola seconded,  and t h e  mot ion was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e ,  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  We need t o  v o t e  on Committee Recommendation No. 
23, a s  amended. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  t o  
adop t  Committee Recommendation No. 23, a s  amended, on Second and F i n a l  
Reading was voted  on by a r o l l  c a l l  vo t e ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

YES:  De l ega t e s  David Cing, Herman Guer re ro ,  Lorenzo DL. Guerrero ,  
Alonzo Ig i somar ,  David I g i t o l ,  R i t a  I n o s r  Benusto I i a ipa t ,  
Esteven King, Lu i s  Limes, Juan Lizama, J e s u s  Mafnas, James 
EIendiola, Pau l  I.langlona, Anice to  i4und0, Wil l iam Nabors, 
F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, ; lar ia  Pange l inan ,  K a r l  Reyes, Joaqu in  
Tenor io ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tonokane, Ramon Vi l lagomez,  I g n a c i o  
V i l l anueva  and Vincent  Calvo. ( 2 3  v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: De l ega t e  Wil l iam Tor res .  (1 v o t e )  

And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Ilr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have 2 3  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  and one 
1 a b s t e n t i o n .  1 1: Committee Recommendation 110. 23 passed  by 24 

vo t e s .  

Committee Recommendat ion  110. 2 8: "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
TO AllEND SECTION 9 OF ARTICLE I OF THE I*IORTHERN r,IM?IANAS COIJSTITUTION 
RELATING TO CLEAN AND HEALTHFUL ENVIROM.IENT.", f o r  adop t i on  on Second and 
F i n a l  Reading. 
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P r e s i d e n t  B. Gu : S e c r e t a r y  llabors,  can  you r ead  Committee 
Reccomendation ZEf e;:, p l e a s e ?  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 28 
i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y ,  a s  f o l l ows :  

"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 2 8  

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 

"To amend Sec t i on  3 of A r t i c l e  I of t h e  Nor thern  I l a r i ana s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
- r e l a t i n g  t o  Clean and H e a l t h f u l  Environment. 

"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND COIJSTITUTIONAL COINENTIOM: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l t h  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  fo l lows :  

I " I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  3 of Article I is amended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  9. C lean  and H e a l t h f u l  Env i r~nroen t .  Each pe r son  ha s  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  c l e a n  and h e a l t h y  p u b l i c  environment i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  i nc lud ing ,  b u t  
n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  l and ,  a i r ,  and water .  Harmful and unneces sa ry  n o i s e  p o l l u -  
t i o n  and t h e  s t o r a g e  of n u c l e a r  o r  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  dumping o r  
s t o r a g e  of any t y p e  of n u c l e a r  waste  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  
submerged l a n d s  and w a t e r s  of t h e  I lor thern  I lar iana  I s l a n d s ,  excep t  a s  
provided by law.'" 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gue-: De l ega t e  King? 

D e l e a a t e  Rinq: Thank you. I move f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  Committee Recommen- 
d a t i o n  No. 28. 

Floor  Leader Lizama seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. GUerrerp: I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  adopt  Committee 
Recommendation No. 28.  D i scus s ions?  

D e l e s a t e  Kinq: No d i s c u s s i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I f  t h e r e ' s  no d i s c u s s i o n ,  going one,  going tw ice ,  
r o l l  c a l l .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  t o  
adop t  Committee Recommendation No. 28 on Second and F i n a l  ~ e a d i n g  was 
voted  on by a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  a s  fo l lows :  

I YES: Delega tes  Vincent  Calvo,  David Cing, Herman Guer re ro ,  Lorenzo 
DL. Guer re ro ,  Alonzo Ig isomar ,  David I g i t o l ,  R i t a  Inos ,  Benusto 
Kaipat ,  Es teven Icing, Lu i s  L i m e s ,  Juan  Lizama, Jesus r.Iafnas, 
James l .Iendiola,  Pau l  l langlona, An ice to  Mundo, Yiilliam Nabors, 
F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, Maria Pange l inan ,  Ka r l  Reyes, Joaqu in  
Tenor io ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, ? J i l l i a n  T o r r e s ,  Ramon Vil lagomez,  

I and I g n a c i o  Vi l l anueva .  (24 v o t e s )  
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And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

1 e c a v  N a b  !Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have 2 4  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  I 
p r e s i d e n t  H. me-: Committee Recommendation No. 28 is passed unani-  
mously. 

t t e e  Recowenda t i on  No. 29: " A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDNENT 
TO AMEND ARTICLE XIV.  SECTION 2 TO INCLUDE 1740 OTHER UNINHABITED ISLANDS . - -  

TO BE PROTECTED A N ~  PRESERVED. 5 f o r  adop t i on  on Second and F i n a l  Reading. - 
P r e s i d e n t  H. G U ~ K K ~ K Q :  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, can  you read  Committee 
Recommendation No. 29? 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors read  Committee Recommendation No. 29  i n  
i ts e n t i r e t y ,  a s  f o l l ows :  

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 1 
"To amend A r t i c l e  XIV,  S e c t i o n  2 t o  i n c l u d e  two o t h e r  un inhab i t ed  i s l a n d s  
t o  be p r o t e c t e d  and p r e se rved .  

"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l t h  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Nor thern  I~lariana I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  f o l l ows :  

I "I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  2  of A r t i c l e  X I V  is amended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  2, Yninhabi ted  I s l a n d s .  The i s l a n d  of Ilanagaha s h a l l  be  
mainta ined a s  an  u n i n h a b i t e d  p l a c e  and used o n l y  f o r  c u l t u r a l  and r ec r ea -  
t i o n a l  purposes .  The i s l a n d s  of Maug, Uracas,  Asuncion, Guguan and o t h e r  
i s l a n d s  s p e c i f i e d  by law s h a l l  be mainta ined a s  u n i n h a b i t e d  p l a c e s  and 
used o n l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
i nc lud ing  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  b i r d ,  w i l d l i f e  and p l a n t  s p e c i e s . ' "  

I Drleqa 
t e  Vil lasomez:  Co r r ec t i on .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  Villagomez? 

t e  V i l l a a o m e ~ :  The c o r r e c t  p ronounc i a t i on  is n o t  "Gu-an" bu t  
Gu-gu-an." 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guegrero: I b e l i e v e  "Guann is t h e  proposed name f o r  Guam. 

I r e t a r v  Nabors: L e t ' s  be  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  The Cha i r  is ready t o  e n t e r t a i n  i ts adop t ion .  
De l ega t e  Villagomez? 
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De l eaa t e  Vil laaomez:  :.lr. P r e s i d e n t ,  ( i n  Chamorro) 

De l ega t e  King seconded t h e  motion. I 
Deleaa t e  M a w :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h a t  i n  Eng l i sh  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of one  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h i s  Convention.  De l ega t e  Vil lagomez ha s  j u s t  
moved t o  adop t  Committee Recommendation No. 29 and ha s  been seconded.  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  t h e  r o l l . )  I 
P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrero:  t7hat a r e  you do ing?  - 
D-: Po in t  of o r d e r ,  I4r. P r e s i d e n t .  

m r r e r  o: I t ' s  j u s t  been moved, it h a s n ' t  been seconded y e t .  1 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: Oh, I thought  I heard  "segundo" down t h e r e .  

(Laughte r )  

De l eua t e  Villaaomez: But t h e r e ' s  no d i s c u s s i o n  y e t .  

D e l e s a t e  Kinq: I made t h e  second (segundo)  . 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 29. D i scus s ions?  D e l e g a t e  To r r e s?  

De l eua t e  Torreg: PIr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  proposed amendment 
i f  it w i l l  t r u l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
w e l f a r e  of  ou r  peop le .  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e ~ e r o :  De l ega t e  Ilanglona? 

D e l e a a t e  M a n a l u :  Likewise,  I w i l l  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  amendment i f  w e  
f e e l  t h a t  gambling would be  a b e t t e r  s o u r c e  of  fund ing  f o r  t h e  Marianas 
r a t h e r  t h a n  u s i n g  one of t h e s e  i s l a n d s  f o r  development.  Thank you. 

Delecrate I i I a f w :  I move t o  end deba t e .  

F loo r  Leader Lizama seconded t h e  motion. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Any more d i s c u s s i o n s ?  De l ega t e  V i l l anueva?  
I 

I Deleqa t e  Vi l lanuevq:  I suppo r t  t h i s  commit tee  recommendation w i th  l i t t l e  
r e s e r v a t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d  of Waug. 

I 

1 P r e s i d e n t  £3. G u e r r e r ~ :  De lega te  Guer re ro?  

D e l e s a t e  DJI. G u e r r e r ~ :  Yes. For t h e  r e c o r d ,  14r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' m  a l s o  i n  
s u p p o r t  w i th  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  committee recommendation 
provided t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n  of  o u r  peop l e ,  of c o u r s e ,  w i l l  be 
b e n e f i t e d  o u t  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a i d  t h a t  w e  expec t  

I for thcoming.  I,  f o r  one, a s  I s a i d  it e a r l i e r  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  Reading, 
t h a t  I have a r e s e r v a t i o n  mainly because  t h e  i s l a n d  cou ld  be  more u s a b l e  
i n  a way t h a t  w i l l  d eve lop  t h e  economy of ou r  Commonwealth a s  a whole. 
But because  of t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n s  and t o  p r e s e r v e  t h o s e  b i r d s  t h a t  a r e  up 



plD COIOSTITDTLaaW CONVENTION o, che 
9 O l l T m l N  Iwlui!u 1-s TTpa within cha Lull width .od h r w r  o f  th. b l w  b m d n  r & r * M  

margin.. p.6. numbars a h 1 6  b. c m c a r d  l a  ba a t  WU.. 

f 

2ND CON CON J O U R N A L  -- 28th  Day 
J u l y  15 ,  1985 

t h e r e  because t h e y  a r e  p r e t t y  unique and t h e  o n l y  b i r d s  i n  t h i s  world i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  t h a t  p robab ly  a r e  up  t h e r e  on ou r  i s l a n d s .  And I hope and 
s t i l l  p ray  t h a t  t h o s e  b i r d s  and t h o s e  s t u d i e s  would deve lop  o r  a t  l e a s t  
encourage  our  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Thank you. - >. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u m e r o :  Thank you, De l ega t e  Guerrero .  

F loor  U a d e r  w: I move t o  end deba t e .  

De l ega t e  King seconded t h e  motion. 

-Pres iden t  H. Guerrero:  Any o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  I f  none, I ' l l  e n t e r t a i n  
t h e  move t o  end d e b a t e ,  and it was seconded.  

There being no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  motion t o  end d e b a t e  was 
c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  P l e a s e  t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e r  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors. 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  motion t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No, 29 on Second and F i n a l  Reading was vo ted  on by a r o l l  
c a l l  v o t e ,  a s  fo l lows :  

YES: Delega t e s  Vincent  Calvo, David Cing, Herman Guer re ro ,  Lorenzo DL. 
Guerrero ,  Alonzo Ig isomar ,  David I g i t o l ,  R i t a  Inos ,  Benusto 
Ka ipa t ,  Es teven  King, Lu i s  L i m e s ,  J u a n  Lizama, J e s u s  Mafnas, Paul  
Manglona, Anice to  Mundo, Wil l iam Nabors, F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, Maria 
Pange l inan ,  Kar l  Reyes, Joaqu in  Tenor io ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, 
Will iam T o r r e s ,  Ramon Vil lagomez,  and Ignac io  Vi l l anueva .  ( 23  
v o t e s )  

NO: De l ega t e  James Rendiola.  (1 v o t e )  

And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have 23 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  and one "no" 
vo te .  

P r e s U e n t  H. G u a r e r ~ :  Committee Recommendation No. 29 is adopted by 23 
v o t e s  and one "non vo t e .  

F loor  Leader Li-: Po in t  of i n fo rma t ion ,  Ilr. P r e s i d e n t .  Las t  n i g h t  
when w e  were adop t i ng  on Second Reading some of t h e  committee recommenda- 
t i o n s ,  we had t o  make some amendments, and I wonder whether  i t ' s  a p p r o p r i -  
a t e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  mention t h a t  t h e r e  is p robab ly  a need t o  make t h o s e  
amendments a l s o .  Are t hey  f i n i s h e d ?  >f ia t  w e  have now is n o t  t h e  one you 
have, s o  I ' m  j u s t  .... If you have done t h a t  a l r e a d y ,  t h e n  I y i e l d .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  Lizama, f o r  your i n fo rma t ion ,  a package 
has  been passed  ou t .  P l e a s e  look a t  t h a t  package; t h a t ' s  what have been 
d i s cus sed .  

F loor  Leader Lizarnq: I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d i d n ' t  look a t  my 2ackage. 

President: S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, can  you read Committee Recommen- 
d a t i o n  No. 30? 
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I 
I S e c r e t a r y  Mabors: Thank you, :-lr . P r e s i d e n t .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S e c r e t a r y  Rabors read Committee Recoinmendation No. 30 
i n  i ts e n t i r e t y ,  a s  fo l lows :  - = - 

"COPII1ITTEE RECO!.IMEIJDATION MOO 3 0 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

"To add a new S e c t i o n  2 t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I  of t h e  Nor thern  i l a r i ana s  C o n s t i t u -  
- t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  a Code of S t h i c s .  

I 

"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: i 

I ''Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
we a l t h  of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  f o l l ows :  

i "I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a new S e c t i o n  2 o f  ~ r t i c l e  X V I I  is 
amended t o  read: 

" ' S e c t i o n  2: code  of  Et-. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  adop t  a Code of 
E t h i c s  which s h a l l  app ly  t o  appo in t ed  and e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  and employees 
of t h e  Commonwealth and its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  members of 
boa rds ,  commissions, an  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s . ' "  

I U s i d e n t  H. GUSrerQ: F loo r  Leader Lizama? 

F l o o r  Leader Liz-: i . 1 ~ .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  move t h a t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 31  be amended. I have t h e  w r i t t e n  amendment passed o u t  
a l r e a d y  t o  each  d e l e g a t e s .  

I Deleaate 
Inos: P o i n t  of  i n fo rma t ion .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. GugJXerQ: S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  Inos .  

I D e l e a a t r  In=: I t ' s  Committee Zecommendation No. 30 n o t  31. 

F loo r  Leader Uzamq: I ' m  s o r r y ;  y e s ,  i t ' s  No. 30. A c t u a l l y  t h i s  amend- 
ment is in tended  t o  accommodate t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  was b rought  up. 

P r e s i d e n t  He G u ~ ~ K ~ K Q :  P o i n t  of c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  p o i n t  of o rde r .  You 
made a motion; d i d  anyone second i t ?  

I Delega t e  Nabors seconded t h e  motion. 

P r e s i d e n t  H o  G u e r r e r ~ :  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  s u b s t i t u t e  
Committee Recommendation No. 30 w i t h  t h e  proposed amendment. D i scus s ions?  
De l ega t e  Lizama? 

The proposed amendment t o  COMPlITTEE REC031MENDATION YO. 30, o f f e r e d  by 
Delega te  Lizama, r e ads  a s  f o l l ows :  
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"I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  A q new S e c t i o n  2 t o  A r t i c l e  X V I I  is 
added t o  read:  

" 'ARTICJ'IE -----. CODE OF E T W  - 
"Sec t i on  2 1. Code of E t h i c s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  adop t  e n a c t  a  

c o m ~ r e h a s i v g  Code of  E t h i c s  which s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  appo in t ed  and e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e r s  and employees of  t h e  Commonwealth and its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  members of boards ,  commissions, and o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  

t h e  exceo t ion  of t h e  l u d l c u  . . a  *a 
d e f i n i t i o n  of wroper conduc t  f o r  me-rs of  t h e  l e s i s l a t u r e  

l n t e r e s t  g g d  a  d e f l u t l o n  of the r > r o ~ e r  s c o ~ e  of d e b a t e  i n  t h e  l e a i s l a  - . . . wi th  c o n f l i c t s  - 
r e .  s-re d i s c u s u r e  of f m c i a l  o r  . . ~ e r s o n a l - a n t e r e s t s  

s u f f r c l e n t  t o  m e v e n t  c o n f l i c t s  o f f l  n c  i c i a  
d u t i e s .  s h a l l  d e f i n e  t h e  o f f e  n s e  o r  c o r r u ~ t  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  ~ u b l i c  o f f i -  
c d  s ses bv f i n e  and 
AmDr 1sonment 

I "II. E f f e c t i v e  w o n  rat&c 
. . a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  15 of A r t i c b  I1 is amended t o  

1 -  
n t i o n  15. Conduct of flembers. A member of t h e  l e a i s l a t u r e  who ha s  

a f- o r  ~ e r s o m  i n t e r e s t  i n  a b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  l e u i s l a t u r ~  s h a  
d i s c l o s e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  and nav n o t  d e b a t e  on o r  v o t e  on t h e  b i &  

n E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n .  S e c t i o n  6 of Article 111 is amended t~ 
read: 

" S e c t i o n  6. Other  Government Emwlovment. The s o v e r n o r  o r  l ieutenant  
governor  mav n o t  s e r v e  i n  ano the r  Commonweal t h  ~ o s i t i o n  o r  r e c e l v e  c o m ~ e n  - 
s a t i o n  f o r  ~ e r f o r  . , mance of o f f i c l a l  d u t i e s  o r  from anv aovernmenta l  body 
exceDt a s  ~ r o v i d e d  bv S e c t i o n  5." 

F l o o r  Leader w: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h i s  is a  f r i e n d l y  amendment and t h i s  
is t o  accommodate t h e  concern  which was a  ve ry  a p p r o p r i a t e  concern  b rought  
up d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h i s  committee recommendation, t h e  concern  
t h a t  was brought  up by D e l e g a t e  Tenor io .  And t h i s  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e -  
g r a t e  t h e  e t h i c s  p r o v i s i o n s  of A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n  15 ,  and A r t i c l e  111, 
S e c t i o n  6 ,  and t h e y  w i l l  be  p l aced  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  proposed com- 

I mittee recommendation under one A r t i c l e .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  l i n e  w i th  what 
I was be ing  d i s cus sed  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h i s  commit tee  recommenda- 
I t i o n  on F i r s t  Peading. 

I P '  SQ: Delega t e  I 'iendiola? 

De lesake  I-Iendiola: Thank you, ilr. P r e s i d e n t .  blould t h i s  cover  on t h e  
Ana ly s i s  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  once  w e  adop t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Code of 
Ethics--Recommendation No. 3 O? 

I -dent H- GueLr 
e ro :  De l ega t e  Lizama? 

Leader Lizama: I d i d n ' t  q u i t e  unders tand  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Vlould t h i s  
be covered under t h e  Ana ly s i s ?  I 
D e l e a a t e  !.Iendiolg: riould t h i s  be i n  t h e  Ana ly s i s ?  You unde r l i ned  s o  many 
t h i n g s  he r e .  Would it be  more p roper  t o  p u t  it under t h e  Ana lys i s?  
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1 

Floor  Leader Lizamq: No. Th i s  w i l l  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  
i committee recommendation, i f  you read i t  c a r e f u l l y .  

D e l e ~ a t e  Me- : Yes, b u t  by j u s t  ment ioning Code of E t h i c s ,  t h i s  w i l l  
cover  t h e  whole -- t h a t ' s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n c o f  Code of  E t h i c s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. GuerreEp: F loo r  Leader Lizama? 

F loor  J,eader Lizamq: EIr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I w i l l  y i e l d  f o r  now. Okay. 

De l eaa t e  Cinq: I t h i n k  t h i s  is a  Code of E t h i c s  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
-d ic t ionary  a s  w e l l .  

(Laughte r )  

De l eaa t e  DL. Guerrero:  P o i n t  of i n fo rma t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  N. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Guer re ro ,  s t z t e  your  p o i n t .  

a a t e  DL. G u e r r m :  Yes, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  proposed 
amendment t o  t h e  committee recommendation is t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  concerns  t h a t  
were r a i s e d  du r ing  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of i ts F i r s t  Reading r ega rd ing  A r t i c l e  
I1 and A r t i c l e  I11 of  which A r t i c l e  I1 d e a l s  w i th  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and 
A r t i c l e  I11 t h e  Execu t ive  Branch t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t .  

F loo r  I teager  Uzama: T h a t f  s c o r r e c t .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  De l ega t e  To r r e s?  

P e l e u a t e  Tor res :  !,Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  I am p r e t t y  concerned  and I ' m  q u i t e  
d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  t h i s  proposed amendment t o  t h e  3 r i n c i p a l  amendment exc ludes  
one branch of government which is t h e  J u d i c i a l  Branch. I d o n ' t  unders tand  
t h i s .  Could I be e n l i g h t e n e d  on t h i s ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u w e r o :  De lega te  Lizama, c an  you answer t h a t ?  

F loo r  Leader L a :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  maybe D e l e g a t e  Nabors o r  De l ega t e  
Villagomez would h e l p  m e  o u t  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  is a  Code of  
E t h i c s  f o r  judges a s  w e l l  a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a t t o r n e y s  and I ' m  bound t o  t h e  
Code of  E t h i c s  f o r  lawyers .  So we have ou r  own e t h i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  

( A t  h i s  p o i n t ,  P r e s i d e n t  Guer re ro  was excused and De l ega t e  Pange l inan  
took over  t h e  Cha i r . )  

3 e l e a a t e  Villauomez: Madame Cha i rpe rson?  

Presidins P a w e l i n a n :  Yes, De l ega t e  Vil lagomez? 

D e l e a a t e  Villaaomeq: ( i n  Chamorro) 

P r e s i d m u  O f f i c e r  a n u e l i n a  . . P : Does t h a t  answer your q u e s t i o n ,  De l ega t e  
To r r e s?  

&leaate Torres :  Mot q u i t e ,  because  I f e e l  t h a t  i f  we ' re  going t o  make  an  
excep t i on  and g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  judges and t h e  l awye r s  have t h e i r  own code,  
P r o f e s s i o n a l s '  Code of E t h i c s , , , ,  
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i P r e s i d i n a  O f f i c e r  Panue l inan :  T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  approved t h a t  Code of 
E t h i c s .  

Waste Torrgs:  Okay, I ' n  n o t  f i n i s h e d .  Then w o u l d n ' t  i t  be p roper  a l s o  
f o r  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commission t o  h a v e - i t s  own Code of E t h i c s  and submi t  
it t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  i ts approva l?  

a e l i n a n :  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? I 
D e l e u a t e  w: Yes, w e  d o  have our  Code o f  E t h i c s  and it is e f f e c t i v e .  
I t  was approved t h r o u g h  t h e  Commonwealth R e g i s t r a r  P rocedure  a s  r e q u i r e d  

-5y  P u b l i c  Law 1-9, a s  amended. 

I P r e s i d i  nu O f f l c e r  P  n a e  i n  aq: D e l e g a t e  Xing? 

i D e l e q a t e  Kinq: ThaIk y:ur !.ladame C h a i r p e r s o n .  ( i n  Chamorrol 

P r e s i d i n s  O f f i c e r  Panae l inan :  D e l e g a t e  Lizama? I 
I 

I o r  Jleader Tlizgmg: fiIadame Acting P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  D e l e g a t e  King 
I 
I 

is e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  anger  and I t h i n k  I w i l l  n o t  withdraw my ! 
mot ion .  

I P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r  Panqe l inan :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  

I t e  Inos :  Thank you. 

F l o o r  Leader Lizamq: J u s t  a  moment, Fladame Act ing  P r e s i d e n t .  I have t o  
s a y  t h i s  t h a t  we've been s e e i n g  a  l o t  of commotions i n  t h i s  Convention.  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  be  a c t i n g  a s  c h i l d r e n ;  w e  s h o u l d  a c t  a s  a d u l t s  
i n  h e r e .  

P p  nan: P l e a s e  j u s t  respond t o  D e l e g a t e  R i n g ' s  
o f f i c i a l  q u e s t i o n .  D e l e g a t e  Inos?  

D e l e s a t e  Inos:  Thank you, Madame Act ing  P r e s i d e n t .  I have s e v e r a l  con- 
c e r n s  on t h i s  f r i e n d l y  amendment a s  was s t a t e d  e a r l i e r .  I d o n ' t  have  any 
problem w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  j u d i c i a r y  
branch;  however, I n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  amendment a l s o  i n c l u d e d  S e c t i o n  1 5  of  
A r t i c l e  I1 and p a r t  of t h e  language on t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  was t h e  l anguage  
t h a t  you can  f i n d  a l r e a d y  under S e c t i o n  1 5  o f  A r t i c l e  11. So I j u s t  d o n ' t  
s e e  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  having t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t  a  comprehensive Code of 
E t h i c s  t h a t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a l s o  t h e  boards  and commissions and t h e n  g o i n g  
f u r t h e r  t o  f u l l y  d e f i n e  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Code o f  E t h i c s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  
t h e  i n t e n t  is t o  r e a l l y  d e f i n e  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Code of  E t h i c s  o r  Code of  
Conduct,  t h e n  I would push  n o t  t o  r e p e a l  S e c t i o n  1 5  and go ahead and t a k e  
t h e  amended S e c t i o n  1 and p u t  it back down t o  S e c t i o n  2 of t h i s  proposed 
amendment. Because a t  t h i s  time what I ' m  s e e i n g ,  I ' m  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e n a c t  a  comprehensive Code o f  E t h i c s  f o r  everybody,  a t  
t h e  same time, i t 's  f u r t h e r i n g  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  by g o i n g  i n  d e t a i l  a s  t o  
what t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  shou ld  d o  i n  what I s e e  h e r e  a s  House Rules  o r  Leg i s -  
l a t i v e  Rules of Conduct.  That  is my o n l y  concern .  I have  no problems 
w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e ,  however, I do have some r e s e r v a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  s e n t e n c e s  f u r t h e r i n g  on. 

*: Any iaore d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  amendment? 
D e l e g a t e  Lizama? 
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F l o o r a d e r  w: Thank you, ladame P r e s i d e n t .  I would l i k e  t o  ask  
t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  amendment and I t h i n k  we w i l l  
a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  we want t o  s e e  our  l e g i s l a t o r s  be hones t  and t o  a b i d e  t o  
t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  of i n t e g r i t y  -- hones ty ,  I shou ld  s ay .  Now I r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e r e  have been s e v e r a l  concerns  r e g a r d i n g  j u d i c i a r y .  Now w i t h  r e s -  
p e c t  t o  j u d i c i a r y ,  from my own l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  Chairman of t h e  
E t h i c s  Committee i n  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  I shou ld  s a y  t h a t  t h e  E t h i c s  Com- 
m i t t e e  t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Commonwealth T r i a l  Cour t  has  been do ing  
a  l o t  of implementa t ion  i n  t h e  c o u r t  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  p u t s  
ou t .  Now, i n  t h e  p a s t  seven y e a r s ,  we've never  s e e n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
a n  e t h i c a l  concern  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  i n  any  government depar tments .  I 

- t h ink  i t ' s  abou t  -- I ' m  going t o  use t h e  words t h a t  a re  f r e q u e n t l y  used by 
De l ega t e  Guerrero  -- i t ' s  abou t  h igh  t i m e  t h a t  w e  shou ld  make i t  known 
t h a t  it is  ve ry  impor tan t  i n  our  government sy s t em t o  a b i d e  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  
e x t e n t  t o  e t h i c s  conce rns  and we've been v e r y  r e l u c t a n t  o r  u n w i l l i n g  t o  
rock t h e  boa t .  And I t h i n k  by p rov id ing  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n  our  C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  maybe t h i s  is t h e  beginning of  t h a t  r ock ing  of t h e  boa t .  L e t ' s  rock 
t h e  boa t  s o  t h a t  ou r  government would have an  h o n e s t  government. 

De l eaa t e  Torreg:  P o i n t  of in fo rmat ion .  

p res id inqof f i ce r  Pan-nan: S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  Tor res .  

Delewte Tor res :  De l ega t e  Lizama, okay, s o  w e ' r e  exc lud ing  l awyers ,  what 
abou t  d o c t o r s ?  

F loor  Leader Liz=: W e l l ,  i f  I may answer t h a t .  The d o c t o r s  a l s o  have 
t h e i r  own Code of E t h i c s .  I t ' s  n o t  p u t  o u t  by t h e  c o u r t  b u t  I know t h a t  
t h e y  have a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  w e l l .  Now, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
d o c t o r s  who work f o r  t h e  government,  t h e y ' r e  going t o  be  bound a l s o  by 
whatever t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  be  p u t t i n g  o u t .  So t h i s  w i l l  n o t  exc lude  
t h e  d o c t o r s .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  a l s o  exc lude  l awye r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  l i k e  myself 
who works f o r  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpo ra t i on .  Now, suppose  t h a t  an  
i n v e s t o r  comes t o  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpo ra t i on  and he wants  t o  
submit  a  l and  l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Now, a s  c o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  
Land Corpo ra t i on ,  I would be  bound t o  whatever e t h i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  be  p u t t i n g  o u t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e t h i c a l  cons ide r a -  
t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  ha s  a l r e a d y  2 u t  o u t .  Now, I am bound t o  t h a t  Code of  
Conduct t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  h a s  p u t  o u t  because ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  I w i l l  l o s e  my 
l i c e n s e .  And i n  f a c t ,  f o r  your i n fo rma t ion ,  one lawyer has  been i n v e s t i -  
g a t e d  and t h e r e  w i l l  be  a n  a p p e a l ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a  c a s e  by t h r e e  p a n e l  
judges t h a t  has  a l r e a d y  been formed by t h e  Judge.  T h i s  is  j u s t  one  
example t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  ha s  been doing a  p r e t t y  good job i n  t h e  p a s t  seven  
y e a r s .  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro  took ove r  t h e  Cha i r . )  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Wabors? 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: ?4r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I s u p p o r t  t h e  amendment b u t  I b e l i e v e ,  
De l ega t e  Lizama, it is unwise t o  i n c l u d e  an  e x c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  
having anyone p icked  up t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  anywhere i n  t h e  world and r a i s e  
q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e i r  minds, why o r  what k ind  of a  c o u r t  sys tem do w e  have o u t  
h e r e  w i t h  t h e  judges o r  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  be ing  exc luded?  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
d u p l i c a t i o n  o r  redundancy, I would s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e ' l l  n o t  exc lude  anyone 
and have t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e e n a c t  whatever  it is a l r e a d y  enac ted  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  



IND COUSTITUTIObW. CONVENTION OL A e  
dolmimN Pf,AmMA 1SLAM)S within thm f u l l  width .ad h e l d r  of t h .  blue bor&rr w l g n u (  

marain.. Pa(. numbmrm rhould bm c m r m r d  In  ba rc botu.. 

I 

2rD CON C 3 N  JOURNAL -- 28th  Day 
J u l y  15, 1985 

F loor  Leader Lizamg: F!r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I do n o t  nave any o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t .  
Naybe t h i s  w i l l  be j u s t  a minor amendment t o  t h e  amendment, exc lude  t h e  
words "w i th  t h e  excep t i on  of t h e  j u d i c i a r y " .  

De l ega t e  Nabors seconded t h e  motion. 

F loo r  Leader L W :  I inove t o  end deba t e .  

D e l e a a t e  ?,Iendiola: J u s t  one q u e s t i o n .  

p r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I want t o  recogn ize  f i r s t  a e l e g a t e  I-Iendiola. - 
D e l e a a t e  blendiolg: Y e s ,  Ilr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask  t h e  t h r e e  
l awyers  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h i s  room, by adop t ing  Recommendation TJo. 3 0 ,  w i l l  
t h i s  s t o p  t h e  j u d i c i a l  branch from coning o u t  w i th  t h e i r  own Code of 
S t h i c s ?  

v: No. 

D e l e u a t e  Vill-: No. ( i n  Chamorro) 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerq:  I t ' s  p robab ly  much more s t r i n g e n t  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  

I F l oo r  T.eader L i z a m :  I move t o  end deba t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guwre ro :  I would l i k e  t o  r e cogn i ze  f i r s t  De l ega t e  Ogumoro. 

D e l e a a t e  Oaunoro: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I am i n  f a v o r  of t h e  pro-  
posed amendment o f f e r e d  by your Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  I 
am, however, n o t  t o o  much i n  favor . . . .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Excuse me, p o i n t  of o r d e r .  

D e l e a a t e  Oaumoro: I ' m  t a l k i n g  on t h e  amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Don ' t  make r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Committee on 
Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s .  

D e l e s a t e  Osumoro: Thank you. On t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of t h e  j u d i c i a l  b ranch ,  I 
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  comprehensive Code of E t h i c s  shou ld  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  
b ranches  of government. The s e c t i o n  on t h e  conduc t  of members, I wonder 
i f  we a r e  n o t  be ing redundant  by having t h a t  p o r t i o n  i n .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  we 
have a l r e a d y  covered t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  u n l e s s  and I s t a n d  t o  be 
c o r r e c t e d .  Also, on o t h e r  government employment, S e c t i o n  5 ,  I ' m  j u s t  a l s o  
wondering i f  t h a t  is n o t  comprehensive enough. Are we j u s t  concerned 
abou t  t h e  Governor and t h e  L t .  Governor ' s  b e h a v i o r s ?  57het zbou t  t h e  o t h e r  
p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  appo in t ed  and covered under t h e  proposed amendment? 
Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Lizama? 

F loo r  Leader m: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t hey  w i l l  be covered.  The conce rns  
r a i s e d  by De l ega t e  Ogumoro a r e  a l r e a d y  covered i n  t h i s  proposed amendment. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  Ka ipa t?  
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De l eaa t e  I < a i ~ a t :  Thank you, :,1r. P r e s i d e n t .  Code of E t h i c s  cou ld  be 
a p p l i e d  t o  one pe r son ,  a group of p e o p l e  o r  r e l i g i o u s  group,  and o t h e r s ,  
e t c .  We, d o c t o r s ,  a l s o  nave ou r  own Code of E t h i c s .  I a l s o  know t h a t  t h e  
judges  and lawyers  have t h e i r  own Code of  E t h i c s .  T h e r e ' s  no th ing  wrong 
w i t h  t h i s  p roposa l .  Th i s  p roposa l  is j u s t  cove r ing  from t h e  Governor t o  
j a n i t o r ,  and a l l  t h o s e  peop le  i n  between cou ld  come up w i th  t h e i r  own Code 
of  E t h i c s  i f  t h e y  want. But t h i s  is b l a n k e t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g .  Thank you, 
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  

F loor  Leader L i m :  I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

- Delega t e  Llendiola  seconded,  and t h e  motion was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  vo t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrero:  ?,le1ll v o t e  on t h e  proposed amendment. 

The motion t o  adop t  t h e  proposed amendment t o  Committee 3ecommendation 
Yo. 30 was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  vo t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  V i l l anueva?  

De l eaa t e  V i m n u e v q :  C l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  Ilr. P r e s i d e n t .  Is t h e  excep t i on  t o  
t h e  j u d i c i a r y  d e l e t e d ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Yes. De l ega t e  Lizana?  

F loor  m e r  T . i z m :  I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  !Ir. P r e s i d e n t .  

De l ega t e  fJabors seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  L e t ' s  v o t e  on Committee Recommendation No. 30, a s  
amended. Ro l l  c a l l ,  IIr. S e c r e t a r y ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  motion t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 30 ,  a s  amended, on Second and F i n a l  Zeading,  was voted  
on by a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e r  a s  f o l l ows :  

YES: De l ega t e s  Vincent  Calvo, David Cing,  Hernan Guer re ro ,  Lorenzo DL. 
Guerrero ,  Alonzo Ig isomar ,  R i t a  I nos ,  Benusto R a i p a t ,  Es teven 
King, Lu i s  L i m e s ,  Juan Lizama, J e s u s  Mafnas, Pau l  Nanglona, James 
tdendiola,  Anice to  Mundo, Ts!illian f labors,  blaria Pange l inan ,  K a r l  
Reyes, Joaqu in  Tenor io ,  Wil l iam T o r r e s ,  and I g n a c i o  Vi l l anueva .  
(20 v o t e s )  

30: Delega t e s  David I g i t o l  and 2amon Villagomez. ( 2  v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: De l ega t e s  F e l i c i d a d  Ogunoro and F r a n c i s c o  Tonokane. ( 2  v o t e s )  

And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabora: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have two n e g a t i v e  v o t e s ,  two 
a b s t e n t i o n s  and 20 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  B. Guerrero:  Committee Recommendation 140. 30,  a s  amended, 
passed by 22 vo t e s .  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, can  you read  Committee Xecommenda- 
t i o n  No. 32, p l e a s e ?  
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S e c r e t a r y  Mabors read Committee Recommendation 30. 32  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  f o l l o v ~ s :  

"COMI.1ITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 32 
- -. 

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL A!,lEND?.lENT 

"To amend A r t i c l e  V I I I  of  t h e  Nor thern  Har iana  I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  by 
adding a  new S e c t i o n  5  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e s i g n a t i o n  from p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  

- "BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND COtJSTITUTIOtJAL COIJVENTIOM: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l t h  of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Yor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  
is anended a s  fo l lows :  

" I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  1 of A r t i c l e  V I I I  of t h e  Northern 
Mariana I s l a n d s  is hereby amended by adding a  new S e c t i o n  5 t o  read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  5 .  Res iuna t i on  from P u b l i c  O f f i c e .  An e l e c t e d  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e r  s h a l l  r e s i q n  from o f f i c e  upon c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  be  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
ano the r  p u b l i c  o f f  ice, i f  t h e  term-of  t h e  o f f i c e  sough t  beg in s  b e f o r e  t h e  
end of  t h e  term of t h e  o f f i c e  he ld . ' "  

i President: Floor  Leader Lizama? 

F loor  Leader Lizamq: I4r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move f o r  t h e  adop t i on  of t h i s  
Committee Recommendation on Second 3eading.  

I Delega t e  1.1endiola seconded t h e  motion. 

e ro :  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 32. D i scus s ions?  D e l e g a t e  Pange l inan?  I President 
De l eaa t e  Panuel inan:  Thank you, :.Ire P r e s i d e n t .  I s t i l l  have a  v e r y  
s t r o n g  r e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  proposed amendment. I s t i l l  do  
n o t  s e e  why o n l y  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  o r  t h e  Governor,  o r  t h e  L t .  Governor 
shou ld  be  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  when t h e y  ? l a n  t o  run.  ?Jhy shou ld  t h e y  r e s i g n  
from o f f i c e  upon c e r t i f i c a t i o n  when depar tment  d i r e c t o r s  and o t h e r  peop l e  
a r e  n o t ?  I s e e  t h e  depar tment  d i r e c t o r s  more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  o r  
t o  u s e  t h e i r  jobs  t o  s o l i c i t  g i f t s  o r  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  many ways. 
If t h i s  is t h e  r ea son ,  which is  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  I d o n ' t  
s e e  any problem because  one l e g i s l a t o r  a l o n e  canno t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  two 
houses.  So I would l i k e  t o  be b e t t e r  convinced on t h e  n o t i v e  of t h i s  
proposed amendment. 

I President Guer r  
e ro :  De l ega t e  Limes? 

w: Iir. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  word on l i n e  4 ,  a f t e r  t h e  word 
"pub l i c " ,  is t h a t  o f f i c e r  o r  o f f i c i a l ?  I Deleaate I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I t ' s  o f f i c e r .  

De l eaa t e  Villaqomez: :Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  ( i n  Chamorro) 
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P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r ~ :  Is t h e r e  any o b j e c t i o n ?  

Del-ecrate Eafnas: No problem. 

P r e s i d e n t  H.  Cuerrero:  No problem. 

De l eua t e  Villauomez: I ' m  n o t  f i n i s h e d .  Also  on l i n e  2 ,  ( i n  Chamorro) 

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n .  De l ega t e  Nabors? 

S e c r e t u v  Nab-: Thank you, llr. P r e s i d e n t .  I have had d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
-each of  you a  proposed f l o o r  amendnent t o  Committee Recommendation 32, t o  

s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  body of t h e  language i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y .  The second l i n e ,  we 
were on t h e  phone t o  t h e  Board of  E l e c t i o n s  t o  g e t  an  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e i r  
t im ing  from c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  p r i n t i n g  of t h e  b a l l o t s  and we have n o t  y e t  
g o t t e n  any i n fo rma t ion  back from them, b u t  we have d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  and 
would l i k e  t o  i n s e r t ,  i n  t h e  b lank s p a c e  on t h e  second l i n e ,  " a f t e r  t e n  
days  o f n  and s t r i k e  "uponn and it shou ld  read  ' a f t e r  t e n  days  of be ing  
c e r t i f i e d n .  And I ' d  l i k e  t o  move f o r  i ts adop t i on .  

De l ega t e  Pangel inan seconded t h e  motion. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I t  h a s  been moved and seconded t o  amend Committee 
Recommendation No. 32 wi th  t h e  proposed f l o o r  amendnent by De l ega t e  
Nabors. D i scus s ions  on t h e  amendment? De l ega t e  I g i t o l ?  

Delecrate IcritoL: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' m  n o t  t o o  c l e a r  on t h i s  " c e r t i f i e d n .  Do 
you mean t o  s a y  t h a t  if t h e y  a r e  c e r t i f i e d ,  t h e y  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  run,  o r  
c e r t i f i e d  upon e l e c t i o n  o r  winning t h e  e l e c t i o n ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Nabors, can  you answer t h a t ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: Thank you. The l anguage  i n  t h e  amendment now would be 
i f  he  r e s i g n s  from o f f i c e  w i t h i n  o r  a f t e r  t e n  days  a f t e r  he is c e r t i f i e d  
a s  c a n d i d a t e  by t h e  Board of E l e c t i o n s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Gueuero :  De l ega t e  Mundo? 

Delecrate !.Iundp: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  I j u s t  want t o  ask De l ega t e  
Nabors, does  t h i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e s i d e n t  depar tment  heads  i n  Rota and 
T in i an?  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: No, it does  n o t .  

D e l e ~ a t e  !.lundo: Why is t h a t ?  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Th i s  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  be  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  
and o n l y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  heads on Saipan.  T.7e d o  n o t  ex tend  any 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  r e s i d e n t  depar tment  heads  i n  t h e  i s l a n d s  of Rota and 
T i n i a n  f o r  no r ea son  p r a c t i c a l l y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  De lega te  Mafnas? 

Delecrate 1.lafnu: The r e s i d e n t  depar tment  heads  a r e  a s  dangerous  a s  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  heads i f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  
employees. 
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S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I c e r t a i n l y  have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s .  I t  never  
o c c u r r e d  t o  m e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u w e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I n o s ?  
- 

W e a a t e  Inog: J u s t  t o  e l a b o r a t e  f u r t h e r  on t h a t ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  
s i n g l e  o u t  e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  heads .  I f  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s ,  
t h e n  w e ' l l  i n c l u d e  everybody,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas s a i d ,  t h e  r e s i -  
d e n t  depar tment  heads can  be  more dangerous .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  - 
D e l e a a t e  Tor res :  Thank you. To a v o i d  l e n g t h y  l i t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  what 
c o n s t i t u t e  t e n  d a y s ,  I would ask  my c o l l e a g u e  Nabors t o  a c c e p t  an amend- 
ment t o  t a g  a long w i t h  t h a t  and s a y  " t e n  working days ."  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Is t h e r e  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  i n c l u d e  " t e n  working 
days"  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  " t e n  days"?  

F l o o r  L e a d u z a m a :  Yes. 

D e l e s a t e  V u a n u e v a :  No problem. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  V i l l a n u e v a  f i r s t .  

Delesate V i l b u e v a :  I4r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I want t o  a sk  t h e  Committee on G I  o r  
whoever s u b m i t t e d  t h i s  amendment, a r e  you a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  autonomous a g e n c i e s ?  

President: D e l e g a t e  Nabors? 

S e c r e t a r v  Naborg: A s  t h e  i n t r o d u c e r  o f  t h e  amendment, t h a n k  you, Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t ;  no. 

D e l e s a t e  V u a n u e v a :  Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas? 

D e l e s a t e  I--: T h i s  amendment is good f o r  me b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  have t o  
r e s i g n ,  rlr. P r e s i d e n t ,  s h o u l d  I s e l e c t  t o  run .  I ' m  n o t  a n  e x e c u t i v e  de- 
p a r t m e n t  head,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r s  o r  a g e n c i e s  and i n s t r u -  
m e n t a l i t i e s  of t h e  Commonwealth. Why s i n g l e  o u t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  
heads?  There  is a problem h e r e .  What  a b o u t  t h e  d e p u t y  d e p a r t m e n t  heads 
and t h e  S o c i a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  Educt ion ,  f o r  e x a n p l e ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero:  D e l e g a t e  Nabors, do you want t o  respond? 

v: Only t o  t h e  e x t e n t ,  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  
Committee Recommendation No. 32 n o t  t o  be  a s  i n c l u s i v e  as it s h o u l d  be ,  
and I ' m  amenable t o  i n c l u d i n g  a s  many l e v e l s  of y e r s o n s  a s  maybe n e c e s s a r y  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  u s e  t h e i r  o f f i c e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  purposes .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  3 e l e g a t e  !Tabors, I a e a n ,  Z!afnas? 
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-sate i.iafna;i: 1.1~. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l  is t o  d i s -  
courage  o r  n a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  con f idence  on t h o s e  o f f i c i a l s  who have Seen 
e l e c t e d  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e .  And shou ld  t h e y  d e c i d e  t o  seek a n o t h e r  
p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  as s p e c i a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e y  shou ld  r e s i g n  s o  t h a t  
t h e  vacancy o f - t h e i r  sea ts  be f i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  So I 
t h i n k  De l ega t e  Nabors'  concern  ha s  m e r i t ,  however, it c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t  of t h e  p roposa l  because  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  p r o p o s a l  is t o  ma in t a in  
t h e  v o t e  of  conf idence  i n  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  e l e c t e d  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  
o f f  i c e .  

P r e s i d e n t  8. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  1-janglona? I - 
Deleaate Manslona: Thank you, r.!r. P r e s i d e n t .  I d i s a g r e e  w i th  everyone on 
t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l .  The i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l  is n o t  t o  e l i m i -  
n a t e  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t .  I t ' s  n o t  t o  n a i n t a i n  v o t e  of con f idence  on t h e  
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  and l e t  me t e l l  you why. I f  a pe r son  ha s  two y e a r s  
remaining i n  h i s  t e rm  of o f f i c e ,  l e s s  t han  two y e a r s  -- l e t ' s  t a k e  a  
congressman o r  a  s e n a t o r ,  f o r  t h a t  matter. I f  t h i s  pe r son  were t o  run  f o r  
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  governor ,  he  does  n o t  have t o  r e s i g n  because  i f  t h e  term 
of  t h e  o f f i c e  sough t  beg in s  b e f o r e  t h e  end of t h e  term of t h e  o f f i c e  he ld ,  
he  is exempted; s o  t h e r e f o r e ,  he  does  n o t  have t o  r e s i g n .  L e t ' s  t a k e  an  
e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  head. I f  t h i s  d i r e c t o r  has  two y e a r s  remaining i n  
h i s  term and he  d e c i d e s  t o  run f o r  an  o f f i c e ,  he does  n o t  have t o  r e s i g n  
because  t h e  term of  t h e  o f f i c e  sough t  b e g i n s  o r  d o e s  n o t  beg in  b e f o r e  t h e  
end of t h e  t e rm of t h e  o f f i c e  he ld .  

I Del 
esate Mafnas: Po in t  of i n fo rma t ion .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H.  G u e r r e r ~ :  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  I.iafnas. 

Deleaate Xafnas: An e x e c u t i v e  depar tment  head has  no term. He can  be 
removed tomorrow o r  day a f t e r  tomorrow. I t  i s n ' t  t h e  same a s  an  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l .  

P e l e a a t e  Manulow: Well, c e r t a i n  depar tment  heads have l i m i t e d  terms.  The 
P u b l i c  Audi to r ,  f o r  example, is l i m i t e d  t o  s i x  yea r s .  And i f  it s o  hap- 
pens  t o  cor respond ,  t h e n  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  f a l l  under h i s  p o s i t i o n .  The p o i n t  
is t h a t  an  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  h e r e  w i l l  n o t  be  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n  i f  he ha s  
less t h a n  two y e a r s  remaining.  I t h i n k  t h e  main i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l  
is t o  p r even t  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  from be ing  held .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
on ly  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l  is s o  t h a t  i f  you have a  s e n a t o r  running 
b e f o r e  t h e  middle of  h i s  te rm,  he would have t o  r e s i g n .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  
is t h e  o n l y  i n t e n t .  I f  everybody were t o  read  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y ,  t h a t  is t h e  
on ly  i n t e n t  of t h i s  p roposa l  and t h a t  is why I aove t o  f i l e  t h i s  p roposa l .  
Thank you. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e ~ :  De l ega t e  Vil lagomez? 

I Deleqa 
t e  Vil laaomez:  ( i n  Chamorro) I move t o  end d e b a t e .  

I Delega t e  Lizama seconded,  and t h e  motion was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  vo t e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Ve ' re  back t o  t h e  proposed f l o o r  amendment t o  
Committee Recommendation No. 3 2 .  

The motion t o  adopt  t h e  2roposed f l o o r  amendment o f f e r e d  by S e c r e t a r y  
Mabors was d e f e a t e d  by v o i c e  vo t e .  
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P r e s i d e n t  H.  Guerrero:  The proposed amendment is d e f e a t e d .  Ye a r e  back 
t o  t h e  main n o t i o n .  De lega te  Lizama? 

F l o o r  L&er L-: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t o  t h e  d e l e -  
g a t e s  t h a t  t h k  is a  good amendment, t h e = p r o p o s e d  amendnent. I t h i n k  t h e  
i n t e n t  h e r e  pe rhaps  is a  l i t t l e  b i t  misunders tood.  The i n t e n t  h e r e  is t o  
a l l o w  some of our  peop l e  t o  be  a b l e  t o  seek t h e i r  o f f i c e  t h a t  is be ing  
sough t ,  I mean t h a t  is be ing  vaca t ed  o r  t h a t  w i l l  be  vaca t ed .  Th i s  is t h e  
i n t e n t .  And t h e  i n t e n t  a l s o  is t o  a l l ow  t h e  pe r son  who is running f o r  
a n o t h e r  o f f i c e  t o  spend 100 p e r c e n t  of h i s  t i m e  runn ing  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
o f f i c e  and n o t  t o  mix h i s  campaign a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i -  

--vities, f o r  example, o r  i f  w e  u s e  t h e  L t .  Governor a s  a n  example, I f  he 
wishes ,  f o r  example, t o  run  f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Washington Representa-  
t i v e  t h a t  he shou ld  n o t  be al lowed t o  mix up,  you know, h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  
L t .  Governor w i th  t h e  expec ted  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  he w i l l  be  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
d u r i n g  h i s  campaign, 

Deleqate M a n q l u :  P o i n t  of in fo rmat ion .  Would t h e  s e n a t o r  be f o r c e d  t o  
r e s i g n  i f  he  d e c i d e s  t o  run f o r  Governor i f  he  ha s  a  y e a r  and a  h a l f  
remaining i n  h i s  t e rm?  

That  is c o r r e c t ,  Tha t  is t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h i s ,  

D e l e w e  Man-: Plel l ,  it s a y s  h e r e  " i f  t h e  t e rm  of t h e  o f f i c e  sough t  
b e g i n s  b e f o r e  t h e  end of t h e  t e rm of t h e  o f f i c e  he ld* ;  s o  t h a t  means he 
w i l l  n o t  be f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n .  

F loo r  Leader L i z a m :  No. L e t ' s  u s e  f o r  an  example Sena to r  Bor ja .  I hope 
he  d o e s n ' t  mind me us ing  h i s  name. But l e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  he wants t o  run f o r  -- o r  maybe Sena to r  Bo r j a  is n o t  a  good example because  I t h i n k  h i s  t e rm  
is going t o  e x p i r e  i n  November. I t h i n k  maybe Sena to r  Rasa -- oh, no. 
Sena to r  Calvo -- y e s ,  Sena to r  Calvo,  L e t ' s  u s e  S e n a t o r  Calvo. If  Sena to r  
Calvo announces, s a y ,  t oday  t h a t  h e ' s  going t o  r un  f o r  a  Governor. 

D e l e a a t e  l ~ ~ a l o r l g :  Well ,  l e t ' s  s a y  t h a t ' s  a  bad example. L e t ' s  t a k e  
Sena to r  Bo r j a  o r  Sena to r  Manglona. 

F loo r  1,eader L-: He w i l l  n o t  be, .  . . 
Delecrate Ilancrlonq: No; b u t  you a r e  d e f e a t i n g  your purpose  t h e n  because  he  
s t i l l  has  f ou r  months remaining,  He has  f o u r  months t o  i n f l u e n c e ,  I mean 
t o  work i n  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n fo rma t ion .  

F loor  Leader Lizamg: Y e l l ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is n o t  made a c t u a l l y  u n t i l  l i k e  
a  month b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  And i f  t h e r e ' s  a  problem i n  t h e r e ,  
maybe t h e  Board of  E l e c t i o n s  cou ld  come o u t  w i th  a  proposed change i n  
t h e i r  laws o r  whatever .  

: P o i n t  of  i n fo rma t ion ,  I f  you s a y  t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a -  
t i o n  i s n ' t  u n t i l  a  month of e l e c t i o n ,  s o  w h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t .  

F loo r  Leader Lizamq: The p o i n t  is, l e t ' s  u s e  Sena to r  Calvo,  I f  h e ' s  
going t o  run f o r  a Governor knowing t h a t  he  ha s  two more y e a r s  t o  go, I 
t h i n k  he should be  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e s i g n .  

De leqa te  :;lanalona: So t h e  purpose  is o n l y  t o  p r e v e n t  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
from being held .  
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1 Floor  Leader m a m a  I : PJell, because you s e e ,  what i f  he  wins? 

I t e  ;lanalong: Then a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  be he ld .  I 
I Jaeader 

u: What if he wins in---a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n ?  I 
D e l e w t e  Then a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  he ld .  So t h a t  is t h e  
o n l y  purpose  of t h i s  p roposa l  b u t  n o t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t .  

F l o o r  Lead= J,i=: Maybe, s o  t h a t  w e ' l l  p r e v e n t  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  
- Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  t h i r d  r e a son  -- yes .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  Vi l l agonez?  

I De leqa t e  I Villaaomez: Thank you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t .  ( i n  Chamorro) 1 

P r e s i d  H : I d i d  n e n t i o n  it. There  was no o b j e c t i o n  and t o  I inserte~:so*tE~e:~E~OnConstitution~. 

/ De leaa t e  V i l l a r o m e ~ :  I move t o  end deba t e .  

F loor  Leader Lizama seconded,  and t h e  motion was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  
v o t e .  

1 P r e s i d e n t  H. G u u :  Delega t e  Nabors, can  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 32 ,  a s  amended, on Second and F i n a l  Reading was vo ted  
on by a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  a s  f o l l ows :  

YES: De lega tes  Vincent  Calvo,  David Cing, Alonzo Ig isomar ,  David 
I g i t o l ,  R i t a  Inos ,  Benusto R a i p a t ,  Zs teven  King, Lu i s  Limes, 
Juan Lizama, J e s u s  :.lafnas, F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, Ka r l  Reyes, 
F r anc i s co  Tomokane, Will iam Tor r e s ,  Ramon Vil lagomez,  and 
Ignac io  V i l l anueva .  (16 v o t e s )  

NO: De lega tes  Paul  I,langlona, Aniceto  i>Iundo, 77illiam laabors, Maria 
Pange l inan ,  and Joaqu in  Tenor i o .  ( 5  v o t e s )  

ABSTAIN: De lega tes  Herman Guerrero ,  Lorenzo DL. Guer re ro ,  and James 
Zdendiola. ( 3  v o t e s )  

I 
I 

And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Yr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have t h r e e  a b s t e n t i o u s ,  f i v e  n e g a t i v e  
v o t e s ,  and 1 6  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e m :  Committee Recommendation No. 3 2  passed by 19  
vo t e s .  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, can  you read Committee Recommendation No. 33?  

S e c r e t a r y  Mabors read  Committee Recommendation No. 3 3  i n  i ts e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  f o l l ows :  

I " COI.IPIITTEE RECOEII~IEPT!IATION NO. 3 3  

I "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIOMAL AI~IEPIDI.lEI*lT 
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"To amend Sec t i on  1 of A r t i c l e  X of t h e  Xor thern  ; l a r i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

"9E I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOT.ID CONSTITUTIOZIAL CONVEI~ITIOTJ: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 - o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l t h  of t h e  Northern !4ariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Tlorthern blariana I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  fo l lows :  

"I.  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  1 o f  Art ic le  X is amended t o  
read :  - 

" ' S e c t i o n  1. p u b l i c  Purpose. 

" ' a )  A t a x  may n o t  be l e v i e d  and an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of s u b l i c  
aoney nay n o t  be  made, d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  excep t  f o r  a p u b l i c  
purpose.  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of p u b l i c  
purpose.  ' 

d e r  Liz- F loor  Lea : Wr. P r e s i d e n t ,  l ~ o i n t  of i n fo rma t ion .  The word ( 

" p rov iden  should have been s t r i c l t e n  and t h e  rep lacement  would be t h e  word 
I 

" e s t a b l i s h n .  

D e  1 e crate Vil lasomez:  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  ( i n  Chamor r o )  t h e  o r i g i n a l  language 
I 

, of t h i s  amendment, t h e  word " e s t a b l i s h "  was used  and was t hen  amended t o  
"p rov ide" ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  word "p rov iden  h e r e  is c o r r e c t .  

t e  Kinq: ( i n  Chamorro) I move t o  adop t  C o n n i t t e e  Xecommendation No. 
33 on Second and F i n a l  Reading. I Delean 

Delega te  Lizarna seconded t h e  no t i on .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G U e r r e r ~ :  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  adopt  Committee 
Recommendation No. 33. D i scus s ions?  

Delecrate Kinq: No d i s c u s s i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e u :  ;Ye a r e  going t o  v o t e  now. Going one,  going twice, 
S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l .  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 33 on Second and F i n a l  Reading was c a r r i e d  by a r o l l  
c a l l  v o t e  of  24 a f f i r m a t i v e  vo t e s .  

s-: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  2 4  a f f i r m a t i v e  vo t e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Committee Xecomnendation No. 33 is unanimously 
adopted.  S e c r e t a r y  IJabors, can you read Committee Recommendation No. 34? 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors read  Committee Recommendation No. 34 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  fo l lows :  

"CO?II.lITTEE RECO~~ID1EN'DATIOIl NO. 3 4 

"A ?ROPOSED COP!STITUTIOMAL AI~lELIDI.IEI.IT 
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"To amend S e c t i o n  12  of A r t i c l e  I11 of t h e  ;Torthern :.Iariana I s l a n d s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  p rov ide  f o r  appoint inent  of a  temporary s u b l i c  a u d i t o r  hy 
t h e  governor i n  t h e  even t  of a  vacancy i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  a u d i t o r ,  
and t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  nininum budget  of t h e  P u b l i c  Audi tor .  

- -. 

"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIOMAL CONVENTION: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l th  of t h e  Nor thern  ;Iariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law 4-30, 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of t h e  Nor thern  Mariana I s l a n d s  is 
amended a s  fo l lows :  - 
" I .  S f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  12  of A r t i c l e  I11 i s  amended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  12.  P u b l i c € .  The governor  s h a l l  ap?o in t  a  p u b l i c  
a u d i t o r  w i th  t h e  a d v i c e  and consen t  of each  house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The 
p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  a u d i t  t h e  r e c e i p t ,  p o s s e s s i o n  and d i sbursement  of 

1 p u b l i c  funds  by t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  b ranches  of t h e  
government, an  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of t h e  Conmonwealth o r  a n  agency of l o c a l  
government and s h a l l  perform o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  p rov ided  by law. The P u b l i c  
Audi tor  s h a l l  be gua ran t eed  an  annua l  budget  of  a t  l e a s t  $500,000. The 
budge ta ry  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  may n o t  be  reprogrammed f o r  o t h e r  purposes ,  and 
any unencumbered fund ba l ance  i n  a  f i s c a l  y e a r  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
g e n e r a l  r e a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  governor a t  l e a s t  once  e v e r y  y e z r  and t h i s  r e p o r t  
s h a l l  be made p u b l i c  promptly.  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  may be removed o n l y  f o r  
c ause  and by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  two- th i rd s  of t h e  members of each  
house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  vacancy i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r ,  t h e  governor  s h a l l  appo in t  a  temporary  
p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  t h e  vacancy is f i l l e d . ' "  

( P r e s i d e n t  9. Guerrero:  De lega te  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e a a t e  Torre$: Yes, I j u s t  have one f r i e n d l y  concern  on l i n e  10.  A s  I 
unders tood from t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  Sy Delega t e  Pange l inan ,  s h e  
mentioned,  and I s t a n d  t o  be c o r r e c t e d  i f  I ' n  wrong, t h a t  even though we 
a r e  gua ran t ee ing  t h e  Pub l i c  Audi tor  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  i n  t h e  annua l  budge t ,  
t h e  word "guaran teed"  is a  misnomer because  it is r e a l l y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  d e c i d e s  through a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  And it r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  
make s e n s e  t o  s a y  "guaranteed an  annua l  budge t"  when you know f u l l y  w e l l  
t h a t  t h e  budget  a l l o c a t e d  cou ld  be  l e s s  t h a n  $500,000. So cou ld  De l ega t e  
Pange l inan  .... 
P r e s i d e n t  H, Guerrero:  Po in t  of o r d e r ,  t h e r e ' s  no ~ o t i o n  t o  adop t  i t  y e t  
and y o u ' r e  a l r e a d y  i n t o  d i s c u s s i o n .  

De l eaa t e  Kinq: I move. 

F loor  Leader Lizama seconded t h e  motion. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I t  has  been moved and seconded t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 3 4 .  ?-Jould you l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  De l ega t e  To r r e s?  

D e l e s a t e  Tor res :  The s ane ,  De l ega t e  Pange l i nan ,  i f  you s t i l l  remember it. 

P r e s i d e n t  H .  Guerrero:  De lega te  Pange l inan?  

--.--..----... - ..-. . -. ..-,_--- -. _ 

-428-  
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D -Panselinan: e  Yes,  t h e r e  is no  misnomer i n  t h e  wora " g u z r a n t e e d n .  
The word " g u a r a n t e e d n  means t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  X u d i t o r  w i l l  b e  a s s u r e d  o f  a t  
l e a s t  $500,000 e v e r y  y e a r .  B e  s t i l l  h a s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u d g e t  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  e v e r y  y e a r .  

- 
D e l e a a t e  T o r r e s :  L e t  me t h e n  a s k  you t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  : 70u ldn1 t  it b e  
c o r r e c t  t o  assume t h a t  even  though  you have  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e r e  is no 
g u a r a n t e e ,  i n  y o u r  term, t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  $500,000 
and n o t  $400,000? 

Deleaate P a n a e l i n a n :  H e  is g u a r a n t e e d  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  S500,000, s o  h e  h a s  ! 

--to e i t h e r  g e t  $500,000 o r  more. 

t e  T o r r e s :  Okay, l e t ' s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e s  

I D e l e q a t e  P a n a e l i n a n :  The P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  is s t i l l  e n t i t l e d  t o  $500,000.  

Deleqate T o r r e s :  Are you s a y i n g  t h a t  b u d g e t  is t h e  s a n e  a s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ?  

Delesate P a n a e l i n a n :  I ' m  s o r r y ,  w i l l  you r e p e a t  your  q u e s t i o n .  I j u s t  
mi s sed  it. 

D e l e a a t e  T o r r e s :  Are you s a y i n g  t h a t  b u d g e t  e q u a l s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ?  

D e l e a a t e  1-!afnas: ilr. P r e s i d e n t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  i l a f n a s ,  would you l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y ?  

Oelesate P a n u e l i n a n :  Okay, I y i e l d  t o  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas.  

D e l e a a t e  Mafnas: I f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  u n d e r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  a p p r o p r i a t e s  
$400,000,  t h e n  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  c a n  t a k e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o u r t  
b e c a u s e  h e  is g u a r a n t e e d  i n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  $500,000 ,  a t  l e a s t  $500,000.  
T h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  p rob lem t h a t  we a re  t r y i n g  t o  r e s o l v e  by  s e t t i n g  a 
l i m i t a t i o n  o r  a minimum r e q u i r e m e n t .  

Delesate P a n a e l i n a n :  The budge t  d o e s n ' t  e q u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  You appro -  
p r i a t e  t o  g e t  y o u r  money. The L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e s  t o  g i v e  you t h a t  
$500,000. 

D e l e s a t e  T o r r ~ s :  Good. To a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l i t i g a t i o n ,  okay ,  s h o u l d  we 
change  t h e  term t o  a v o i d  t h i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  l i t i g a t i o n ?  

D e l e s a t e  Danae l inan :  I d o n ' t  see how w e  c o u l d  h a v e  u n n e c e s s a r y  l i t i g a t i o n  
unde r  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  

Delesate Torres: W e l l ,  D e l e g a t e  Mafnas h a s  j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  you a r e  
g u a r a n t e e i n g  h a l f  a a i l l i o n  and t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  .. 
D-n: And I have  f u l l  f a i t h  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  g i v e  
$500,000 t o  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  a s  g u a r a n t e e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
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Delesate ~ o r r e s  rn : D e l e g a t e  P a n g e l i n a n ,  w o u l d n ' t  you be  n o r e  o r  i e s s  r e s t -  
l e s s  i n  your  s l e e p  when you s a y  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  s h a l l  be g u a r a n t e e d  an  
a n n u a l  b u d g e t a r y  a p p r o ? r i a t i o n ?  

Deleaate Panscl . inaq:  No, b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  s e e  how you n i x e d  b u d g e t  and 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  We s u b m i t  t h e  b u d g e t  and t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e s .  

I Deleua 
t e  T o r r a :  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  p o i n t .  

I F  F: L e t  m e  c a l l  f i r s t  on 3 e l e g a t e  faabors. 
I 

- S e c r e t a r v  1Jabors: Thank you, I.!r. P r e s i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e ,  D e l e g a t e  
P a n g e l i n a n ,  i n  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  Commit tee  o f  t h e  !,Jhole, I r a i s e d  
a q u e s t i o n  as t o  whe the r  o r  n o t  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  had t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  bud- 
g e t  and I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  ny i n q u i r y  :qas i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  And 
t h e n  I went  on t o  g i v e  you a s c e n a r i o  where  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  c o u l d  o n l y  
j u s t i f y  f o r  $400,000 and I t h o u g h t  you s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  i f  you o n i y  
j u s t i f i e d  f o r  $400,000,  h e  w i l l  o n l y  r e c e i v e  $400,000.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I D e  -<+: No. I was wrong i f  I s a i d  t h a t .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i t ' s  
u n r e a l i s t i c  f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  t o  j u s t i f y  f o r  $400,000 when h i s  re -  
q u e s t ,  I mean, when w e  a r e  g u a r a n t e e i n g  h i n  t h i s  d o l l a r  f i g u r e  h e r e  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  is what  h e  s a i d  h e  n e e d s  a s  a minimum t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  P u b l i c  
A u d i t o r ' s  O f f i c e  a s  o f  F i s c a l  Year 1987. 

S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  p o i n t .  The P u b l i c  A u d i t o r ' s  
c u r r e n t  budge t  is less t h a n  $500,000 a c c o r d i n g  t o  D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l .  

I D e l e u a t e  I-: C o r r e c t i o n  -- t h a t ' s  wrong. 

I S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: T h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e ?  

D e  t e  M : P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  They u s e d  $450,000 o u t  o f  t h e  ( $6:::;00 t ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ y  c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  o n e  p e r c e n t .  

Delecrate P a n s e l i n a n :  Did t h e y  u s e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  was 
g i v e n  o r  a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  u s e  it b e c a u s e  t h a t  was a l l  t h e y  need?  
Because  t h a t  was n o t  r.rhat t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  t e s t i f i e d  d u r i n g  o u r  h e a r i n g .  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  I g i t o l ?  1 
3elesate  I q i t o l :  The b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  f o r  l a s t  y e a r  was 
$606,000 based  on one  p e r c e n t  and t h e  t o t a l  a c tua l  e x p e n d i t u r e  was f o u r  
hundred p l u s  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  S u t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n c u r r e d  
t h a t  h a v e n ' t  Seen  expended.  

D e l e a a t e  P a n a e l i n a n :  R i g h t .  O b l i g a t i o n  is encumbered.  You have  t o  o b l i -  
g a t e  t o  d i s b u r s e ,  s o  t h e  t o t a l  f i n a n c i a l  p i c t u r e  t h e r e  would h a v e  t o  
i n c l u d e  o b l i g a t i o n .  So t h a t  f i g u r e  is n o t  c o r r e c t .  

I S e c r e t a r y  rlabors:  Thank you f o r  t h a t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

I P S :  D e l e g a t e  atelabors? 
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S e c r e t a r v  Xabors:  I t h i n k  D e l e g a t e  P a n g e l i n a n  p u t  h e r  f i n g e r  on my con-  
c e r n ,  t h a t  is t o  s a y  t h a t  i f  h e ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  S 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  ;.le c a n  a e  s u r e  t h a t  
h e  will a t t e m p t  t o  j u s t i f y  a t  l e a s t  f o r  $500 ,000 .  ' l h e t h e r  he n e e d s  it  i n  
f a c t  o r  n o t ,  he  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  j u s t i f y ;  we're s u r e  o f  t h a t .  

- 
D e l e a a t e  Pan-: No. Dfnat I s a i d  was t h a t  h e ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  a t  l e a s t  
$500 ,000  b a s e d  o n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  t o  u s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n e e d  t h i s  money as  a 
minimum t o  o p e r a t e  a t  l e a s t  o n  t h e  F i s c a l  Year 1 9 8 7  Budge t .  

S e c r e t a r v  N a b o ~ :  Thank y o u ,  I,!r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I r e c e i v e  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  my 
i n q u i r y .  But  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I o p p o s e  ~ u t t i n g  a d o l l a r  l i m i t a t i o n  o r  

-maximum i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Thank you.  

I P r e s i d e n t  8. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e s a t e  T o r r e s :  ?lr .  P r e s i d e n t ,  s o  i f  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  j u s t i f i e s  i n  t h e  
t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  now o n l y  $400 ,000  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n .  Mow, t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  may t h i n k  t h a t  h e  
h a s  j u s t i f i e d  f o r  h a l f  a m i l l i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  is good  o n l y  f o r  $400 ,000 .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  t h e  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  h a s  e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  g o  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  claim 
t h e  o t h e r  hundred  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  3 u t  n y  q u e s t i o n  is, s h o u l d  we a v o i d  
t h a t  u n n e c e s s a r y  l i t i g a t i o n  and  j u s t  s t a t e  i t  h e r e  a s  wha t  you a r e  
i n t e n d i n g  t o  do?  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Lizamg: P o i n t  o f  i n £  o r m a t  i o n ,  i4r. P r e s i d e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  B. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t c  L i z a n a ,  s t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t .  

F l o o r  L e a d e r  Lizama: I t h i n k  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z  h a s  t h e  answer .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ?  

D e l e a a t e  V i l h a o m e z :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  ( i n  C h a m o r r o ) .  The  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r  
s h a l l  b e  a s s u r e d  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o f  a t  l e a s t  $500 ,000 .  I move t h a t  w e  
c h a n g e  t h e  word " g u a r a n t e e d "  a n d  r e p l a c e ' i t  w i t h  " a s s u r e d " .  

D e l e g a t e  Xing s e c o n d e d  t h e  n o t i o n .  

D e l e a a t e  !-lanalona: P o i n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

3: S t a t e  y o u r  p o i n t .  

Delecrate I.!analona: ( i n  Chamorro)  Can D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z  e x p l a i n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  a s s u r e d  and  g u a r a n t e e d ?  

Deleaate V u u o m e z :  ( i n  Chamorro)  

D e l e a a t e  t,lancrlona: ( i n  Chamorro)  So I ' l l  s e c o n d  t h a t  m o t i o n .  

-: Thank you.  

2: 3 e f o r e  I c a l l  o n  D e l e g a t e  X a i p a t ,  is t h e r e  
unan imous  c o n s e n t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  word " 9 u a r a n t e e d n  t o  " a s s u r e d " ?  

-: O b j e c t i o n .  
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S e c r e t a r y  Nabora: PJhy a r e  w e  going t o  change  t h a t ?  I 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  L e t  me c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  K a i p a t  f i r s t .  

D e l e w e  K a i ~ a :  Thank you, ;4r. P r e s i d e n t .  The word " g u a r a n t e e d n  is no 
d i f f e r e n t  from a s s u r a n c e  o r  p ledge .  P l e d g e ,  a s s u r a n c e ,  o r  g u a r a n t e e  a r e  
t h e  same t h i n g  h e r e  i n  t h e  Webs te r ' s  D i c t i o n a r y .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r w :  Thank you, D e l e g a t e  Ka ipa t .  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  c a l l  on 
D e l e g a t e  Ogumoro f i r s t .  

- m e c r a t e  Manalom: T'Jell, I was j u s t  go ing  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  t o  D e l e g a t e  
Nabors because  I t h i n k  he is confused .  H e  d o e s n ' t  know what is g o i n g  on. 
D e l e g a t e  Mabors, D e l e g a t e  Villagomez wants  t o  change t h e  \lord " g u a r a n t e e d w  
t o  " a s s u r e d n .  

D e l e s a t e  Inos:  O b j e c t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  w e  s h o u l d  need an  i n t e r p r e t e r  I 

t h a t  D e l e g a t e  Nabors shou ld  have one n e x t  t o  him. I o b j e c t  t o  u s i n g  t h e  
j 

Convention F l o o r  t o  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  j u s t  i n t e r p r e t .  

I t e  Mafnag: I second t h a t .  

D e l e w e  Torrs: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  you r e c o g n i z e d  D e l e g a t e  
Ogumoro. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  I would l i k e  t o  u r g e  f o r  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  of  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s ,  s o  w e  d o n ' t  was te  t i m e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g ,  t o  p l e a s e  u s e  
E n g l i s h  as much a s  p o s s i b l e .  

D e l e a a t e  Oqumoro: Am I now recogn ized?  

D e l e a a t e  DL. G u e r r a :  P o i n t  of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  Nr. P r e s i d e n t .  

President: S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  D e l e g a t e  Guer re ro .  

D e l e a a t e  DL. G u e r r e ~ p :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w e  asked 
some q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  Audi to r  h imse l f  and he  p r e f e r r e d  t o  go  by t h i s  word 
" g u a r a n t e e d n  s i m p l y  because  he  wants  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
w i l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  it. And i n  f a c t  I would l i k e  t o  even amend it b e c a u s e  I 
can  see t h e  c o n c e r n  of D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s .  The c o n c e r n  h e  h a s  is t h e  a n n u a l  
budget  which a c t u a l l y  is j u s t  o n l y  a  g u i d e l i n e  o r  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  budge t  
submiss ion .  And I ' d  l i k e  t o  even,  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s . . . .  W e  have  t o  
amend t h a t  "an  a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n "  s o  t h a t  it w i l l  g i v e  him a  g u a r a n t e e  
t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  would a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  fund as  n e c e s s a r y .  

? r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  F i r s t  of a l l ,  I want t o  f i n d  o u t  whether  t h e r e ' s  
any o b j e c t i o n  t o  changing t h e  word from " g u a r a n t e e d "  t o  " a s s u r e d " .  

D e l e a a t e  Inos :  Y e s .  

There was a n  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a n n o t  
e n t e r t a i n  t h e  word "assured1' .  D e l e g a t e  Lizama? 

F l o o r  Leader Liz-: Fir. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  work, I would 
propose  t h a t  t h e  words "be guaran teed"  Se s t r i c k e n  and t h e  word " r e c e i v e "  
be inc luded .  
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H. G u w e r ~ :  Any o b j e c t i o n ?  Is t h e r e  a n  unanimous consen t  t o  
changing t h e  words "be  guaranteed"  t o  " r e c e i v e n ?  

W t e  In=: Yes. 
- 

=&uv Na-: S h a l l  r e ce ive .  

De l eaa t e  Oaurnoro: Objec t ion ;  wha t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  

p r e s d e n t  H. G u m :  The words o r  t h e  2 h r a s e  "be guaran teed"  be 
s t r i c k e n  and t h e  words " s h a l l  r e ce ive"  be i nc luded .  Is t h e r e  unanimous 

-consent?  

De le sa t e  Kina: Ob jec t i on .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  The re ' s  an  o b j e c t i o n .  !lelre back t o  t h e  main 
motion. 1 c a l l  on De lega t e  I g i t o l .  Excuse ne ,  l e t  me f i r s t  r ecognize  
Delega te  Ogumoro. 

D e l e s a t e  O w :  I t h i n k  I'm i n  agreement w i th  t h e  remarks o r  w i th  t h e  
concerns  posted by De lega t e  To r r e s  and D e l e g a t e  Guer re ro .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  
need t o  p rov ide  a  language h e r e  t h a t  t a l k s  abou t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  A budget  
is d i f f e r e n t  from an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  The budge t ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by 
Delega te  Guerrero ,  is a  g u i d e l i n e  and t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  can  any t i m e  come i n  
wi th  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f i g u r e .  So i f  our  i n t e n t i o n  is t o  a s s u r e  
o r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  P u b l i c  A u d i t o r ' s  O f f i c e  does  n o t  r e c e i v e  less 
t h a n  $500,000, we need t o  amend t h e  p r e s e n t  l anguage  of  t h e  proposed Com- 
mittee Recommendation t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of  n o t  
l e s s  than  $500,000. Thank you. 

P r e s i d g n t ~ :  Delega te  I,Iafnas? 

De leaa t e  Elafnas: If w e  do  t h a t ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
50 S t a t e s  and t e r r i t o r i e s  where we have a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  I t  
is a  v e r y  bad precedence.  

De l eaa t e  O s u n o r ~ :  IJr. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  I may c o n t i n u e .  I a l s o  s h a r e  t h e  
concern  of De l ega t e  Mafnas, b u t  i f  t h e  concern  of t h e  Committee on F inance  
and Other Mat te r s  is t o  g i v e  t h e  Pub l i c  Audi to r  no l e s s  t h a n  $500,000, 
then  t h e  language would have t o  be changed. Now I am a l s o  i n  doubt ,  o r  I 
am a l s o  n o t  t o o  s u r e  whether we should  i n c l u d e  a  l anguage  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Tha t  p robab ly  needs  t o  be  checked w i t h  t h e  Legal  
Counsel.  But I t h i n k  t h a t  a t  t h i s  time we need t o  make t h a t  neces sa ry  
change i f  t h a t ' s  what t h e  Committee i n t e n d s  and i f  t h a t ' s  2 e r n i s s i b l e  
under our  laws. 

F 0 lo: LeaderJr. P r e s i d e n t ,  2 o i n t  of i n fo rma t ion .  

p r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S t a t e  your p o i n t ,  De l ega t e  Lizama. 

Floor: 1 wonder whether we cou ld  g e t  an  unaniinous d e c i s i o n  
t o  s i n p l y  change t h e  word "budget" and i n c l u d e  t h e  word " a p p r o p r i a t i o n n .  
T h i s  is n o t  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  by adding t h e  vord a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  it w i l l  be 
j u s t  a  recommendation t h a t  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  would have t o  be made o r  
something no l e s s  t h a n  $500,000. I t h ink  t h i s  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  problem. 
S h a l l  we g e t  t h e  unanimous consen t  on t h i s  one? 
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P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Delegate  blabors? 

S e c r e t a r v  ?,Jabor%: Thank you, :ir. P r e s i d e n t .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it might be 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  have t h e  Legal  Counsel on t h e  t o p  of h i s  head a d d r e s s  t h i s  
i s s u e r  b u t  I C h  b e l i e v e  we need some gu idance .  

I Pr 
e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e ~ p :  L e t  me c a l l  f i r s t  on D e l e g a t e  Reyes, 

De l eaa t e  Reves: Thank you, Hr, P r e s i d e n t ,  I know t h e r e ' s  a  concern  about  
t h e  language b u t  i f  I were t o  be  g iven  t h i s  language and s e e  t o  i tr  I 
won't  have any problem because of t h i s ,  Based on t h e  requirement  f o r  t h e  

T N M I ,  t h e  $500,000 amount w i l l  always be exceeded,  I n  f a c t ,  we have a  
p roposa l  submi t ted  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  a u d i t o r s  i n  Rota and Tin ian .  I n  o t h e r  
words, a t  t h i s  time t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  P u b l i c  Audi tor  have n o t  y e t  been 
f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  and t h e  amount has  a l r e a d y  exceeded,  I f  you count  t h e  en- 
cumbered funds ,  i t ' s  over  $500,000. So i f  t h e  A u d i t o r ' s  O f f i c e  is r e a l l y  
going t o  come up and have a  complete c o n t r o l  of a l l  t h e  CNFII f i n a n c i a l  

i 
I 

a c t i v i t i e s  and a u d i t  and review eve ry th ing ,  t h e  amounts l i k e  $700,000 I 

would probably  be a  c o r r e c t  f i g u r e .  So t o  me, t o  g u a r a n t e e  $500,000 when 
I know t h a t  t h e  expenses  would exceed $600,000 o r  $700,000, I won't have 
any problem, Thank you, 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: Did t h e  committee r e c e i v e  any i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e  
Audi tor  would n o t  g e t  h i s  budget  when he was t h e  c r e a t u r e  of  t h e  Leg i s l a -  

/ t u r e  and is t h e  watchdog f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ?  

I Preside 
n t  H. G U e r r e r ~ :  De lega te  Mafnas, do you have any response?  

p e l e u a t e  Mafna~ :  I t  happened du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  Admin i s t r a t i on .  Mr, 
P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  I may speak on t h e  p roposa l .  The way t h e  P u b l i c  Audi to r  is 
budgeted r i g h t  now, h i s  budget  c an  grow t o  a  a i l l i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  few 
y e a r s  o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and t h e  funds  w i l l  n o t  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  General  Fund 
f o r  r e a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  Under t h e  p roposa l ,  any  e x c e s s  o r  unob l iga t ed  o r  un- 
encumbered ba l ances  of funds ,  t h e  ba l ance  w i l l  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  General  Fund, 
I have no problem wi th  t h e  word "guaran teed"  a s  proposed h e r e  i f  t h e  
P u b l i c  Audi tor  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  budget ,  And based on h i s  c u r r e n t  budget  
p l a n s  and expend i tu r e s ,  i t ' s  up t o  nea r  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  I cannot  
f o r s e e  o r  I d o n ' t  f o r e s e e  any r educ t i on  i n  h i s  s t a f f .  I n  f a c t ,  h i s  d u t i e s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  have been expanded, According t o  t h e  new agreement 
t h a t  t h e  Commonwealth s i gned  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e r e  is a  new 
requ i rement ,  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  management sys tem requ i rement ,  s o  h i s  d u t i e s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  expand. I f  t h e  P u b l i c  Audi to r  under t h e  p r e s e n t  
law where he draws h i s  budget ,  i f  t h i s  p roposa l  is n o t  adopted,  I guaran- 
t e e  you t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  f i v e  y e a r s  h i s  budget  w i l l  grow t o  over  a  
m i l l i o n ,  And what t h a t  w i l l  do ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  ha s  t o  come back and ask 
t h e  P u b l i c  Audi tor  t o  reprogram o r  amend t h e  lab1 a g a i n ,  !.!otion t o  end 
deba t e .  

De l ega t e  Vi l l anueva  seconded, and t h e  motion was c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  
vo t e .  

I . G u e r r e r ~ :  Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  can  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  t o  adopt  Committee 
Recoamendation No. 3 4  on Second and F i n a l  Reading was voted on by a  r o l l  
c a l l  v o t e ,  as  fo l lows :  
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YES: D e l e g a t e s  Vincen t  Calvo,  David Cing,  Herman G u e r r e r o ,  Lorenzo DL. 
Guer re ro ,  Alonzo Ig i somar ,  3 a v i d  I g i t o l ,  X i t a  I n o s ,  3 e n u s t o  
Xa ipa t ,  L u i s  L i n e s ,  Juan Lizama, J e s u s  :.lafnas, P a u l  C~langlona, 
James EIendiola, W i l l i a m  Mabors, F e l i c i d a d  Ogumorof Y a r i a  
P a n g a i n a n ,  K a r l  Iieyes, Joaqu in - -Tenor io ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tomokane, 
Ramon Vil lagomez,  and I g n a c i o  V i l l a n u e v a .  ( 2 1  v o t e s )  

NO: Delega te  W i l l i a m  T o r r e s .  (1 v o t e )  

ABSTAIN: D e l e g a t e s  Es teven King and A n i c e t o  Ilundo. ( 2  v o t e s )  
- 

And t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Naborz: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I have two a b s t e n t i o n s ,  one  n e g a t i v e  
v o t e ,  and 21 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G ~ e r r e r ~ :  Committee Recommendation Mo. 3 4  is adopted  by 23 
v o t e s  and one "no". Yes, D e l e g a t e  Cing? 

Delecrate C i u :  Can w e  have a  f ive -minu te  r e c e s s  t o  r ead  t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  
r e p o r t  t h a t  we j u s t  r e c e i v e d ?  

(Laughing)  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  We' l l  have a f i v e - m i n u t e  r e c e s s  and I ' m  s u r e  I 
know what t h a t  l augh  is a l l  about .  

The Convention r e c e s s e d  a t  3:50 p.m. 

RECESS 

The Convention reconvened a t  4:10 p.m. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guer re ro :  The p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  is  back t o  o r d e r .  

S e c r e t a r v  M a b o r ~ :  P o i n t  o f  p r i v i l e g e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H o  Guer re ro :  S t a t e  your p o i n t .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: :elr. P r e s i d e n t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e s s  I had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  g e t  a f u l l  t r a n s l a t i o n  and e x p l a n a t i o n  of D e l e g a t e  V i l l a g o m e z ' d i s s e r t a -  
t i o n  i n  Chanorro and I w a s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  c a s t  any  c h a r a c t e r  

I d i s p e r s i o n s  a g a i n s t  me and I t h e r e f o r e  would l i k e  t o  a p o l o g i z e  i f  I m i s -  
I i n t e r p r e t e d  what h e  was s a y i n g  and a s k  t h a t  any r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  

1 my c a l l i n g  him a l i a r  be  s t r i c k e n .  

I Leader 
w: 1\10 o b j e c t i o n .  

I m d  
PQ: I f  t h e r e  is no o b j e c t i o n ,  s o  o r d e r e d .  

I ( L a u g h t e r )  

1 D e l e s a t e  t lafnas: ?,lay I ask  h i m  a  q u e s t i o n ?  :.:ho was your i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

S e c r e t e r v  'Tabors: D e l e g a t e  Guer re ro ,  Lorenzo. 
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Delecrate DT,. Guerrero:  :4r. f labors,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  :leu a p o l o g i z e  f o r  your 
s t a t e m e n t .  I demand your apology! 

- (Laugh t e r )  

S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: I apo log i ze  aga in .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Okay. De l ega t e  Vil lagomez? 

D e l e s a t e  ViJJaclomez: No problem. 

e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Is my apology accep t ed?  

D e l e s a t e  Vil laaomez:  Yes. 

D e l e s a t e  DL. G u e r r e r ~ :  Not me. 

(Laughte r )  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e  members have r ead  t h e  
l e g a l  op in ion  f o r  Committee Recommendation 1\10. 3 6 .  Or s h a l l  w e  s k i p  t h i s  
and go on t o  40? 

S e c r e w v  Nabors: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move t h a t  i f  t h e r e ' s  no o b j e c t i o n ,  we 
w i l l  d e f e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of Committee Recommendation Nos. 36 and 40.  W e  
have some language on 40 t h a t  we g o t  t o  work w i t h  and i t ' s  n o t  ready.  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Yes, De l ega t e  Lizama? 

FlQor: !Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  is i n  p a r t  c o r r e c t  
and i n  p a r t  wrong, s o  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we need t o  d e f e r  t h i s  because  I have 
an  amendment t o  accommodate t h e  concern  of t h e  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  t h a t  was 
brought  up. 

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: P o i n t  of i n fo rma t ion .  I h a v e n ' t  r ead  it and I would 
a p p r e c i a t e  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  read and d e c i d e  f o r  myself w h e t h e r  it is 
p a r t i a l l y  r i g h t  o r  wrong. 

F loor  Leader Uzama: Okay, y e s ,  I would y i e l d .  

S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: Thank you. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  If t h e r e  is no o b j e c t i o n ,  w e ' l l  s k i p  3 6  and 40 and 
go down t o  44 .  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, can you read  Committee Xecommendation 
rlo. 44? 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors read Committee Recommendation Ilo. 4 4  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  f o l l ows :  

"COIIMITTEE RECOMPIEIIDATION NO. 4 4  

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL APIEPIDMENT 

"To amend A r t i c l e  111, Sec t i on  1 0  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Governor ' s  emergency 
powers. 
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1 "BE I T  ADOPTED BY T H E  SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: I 
"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l th  of t h e  Nor thern  Piariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n k i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealt-h o f  t h e  Northern I!ariana I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  fo l lows :  

"I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t o n ,  S e c t i o n  10 of  A r t i c l e  I11 is amended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  10. m-. The governor  may d e c l a r e  a s t a t e  of  
-emergency i n  t h e  c a s e  of i n v a s i o n ,  c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  o r ,  

a s  provided by law, o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  and may m o b i l i z e  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  
respond t o  t h a t  emergency. '" 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De l ega t e  Xing? I j 
I 

inq:  I move t o  adop t  Committee Recomrilendation :,To. 4 4  on Second I 1 ~ ~ ~ e ~ % ~ l K i Z e a d i n g .  I I 

i Delega t e  Mendiola seconded t h e  motion. 

/ W n t  H. Guerrer~:  I t  ha s  been moved and seconded t o  adop t  Committee 

i Recommendation No. 44 .  D i s cus s ions?  D e l e g a t e  Vil lagomez? 

D e l e w t e  Vil-: I t h i n k  t h e  proposed anendment would read b e t t e r  i f  
t h e  p h r a s e  " a s  p rov ided  by law" is p l a c e d  a f t e r  " o t h e r  c a l a m i t y "  s o  it 
w i l l  be  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c a n  g i v e  t h e  Governor b a s i s  f o r  
d e c l a r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  of emergency. 

1 D- : No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u r r e r o :  F loor  Leader Lizama? 

F loor  JIeader L W :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  p h r a s e  
" a s  provided by law" b e f o r e  t h e  word " o t h e r "  is t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it is t h e  
o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  t h a t  is t h e  concern  of t h e  amendment. The o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  
p r e s e n t s  a vague meaning and i f  w e  would p r o v i d e  i n  t h i s  proposed c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  amendment t h e  ph ra se  " a s  provided by lawn b e f o r e  " o t h e r  
c a l ami ty" ,  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  o r  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  
be prevy t o  come up w i t h  a d e f i n i t i o n  of o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  t h a t  is supposed 
t o  be  t h e  concern  of t h i s  proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. Does t h a t  
answer De lega te  V i l l a g o n e z '  concern?  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Can you j u s t  e x p l a i n  t h i s  " a s  provided by law"? 

I L e a d e r u z a m g :  Yes, t h a t  i s  o n l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the.. . .  

I Presid 
e n t  H. Guerrero:  blhich one? The f i r s t  one? 

F l o o r r J l i z a m a :  No. T h e r e ' s  no need t o  d e f i n e  i nvas ion .  T h e r e ' s  no 
need t o  d e f i n e  c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e  because  t h a t  a l r e a d y  has  been d e f i n e d  by, 
I suppose ,  some p r o v i s i o n s  i n  our  Cr imina l  Code o r  C i v i l  Code, o r  what- 
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e v e r .  Na tu r a l  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e r e ' s  no need t o  d e f i n e  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
nece s sa ry  t o  d e f i n e  what t h o s e  o t h e r  c a l a m i t i e s  a r e  supposed t o  mean and 
t h a t ' s  why w e  i n s e r t e d  t h e  " a s  p rov ided  by law" s o  t h a t  i t  would o n l y  be  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  requirement  o f  o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  s i t u a t i o n .  - >- 

Presidgnt-: De lega te  Vi l l agonez?  

w e  V u a o m e z :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I t h i n k  " a s  p rov ided  by lawn would 
b e t t e r  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c a l a m i t y  i f  w e  p u t  it a f t e r  " ca l ami ty"  r a t h e r  t h a n  
b e f o r e  it. 

I - S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I agree .  

D e l e a a t e  Calvo: No o b j e c t i o n .  I 
I Del 

e a a t e  Kinq: No o b j e c t i o n .  

r  Liz-: Yes, I unders tand  t h a t .  I t h i n k  what it would o r  
t h e  way t h i s  cou ld  be  read t h e n  is t h a t  " a s  p rov ided  by l awn would app ly  I Leade I t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  of emergencies  s i t u a t i o n .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: Well, t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  and i f  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of  
t h e  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  no problem. 

F l o o r  Leader Tl-: Oh, yes .  Okay, I unde r s t and  you. I w i l l  n o t  o b j e c t  
i f  such  requirement  would be  necessa ry .  I t ' s  f i n e  w i t h  me. I have no 
o b j e c t i o n .  

I D e l e a a t e  i l e n d i o b :  No o b j e c t  ion.  

p r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r ~ :  Is t h e r e  unanimous consen t  t o  nove " a s  p rov ided  Sy 
lawn and p l a c e  it a f t e r  "o the r "?  

I Leader 
w: Yes. 

I D e l e a a t e  Rinq: Yes, a f t e r  " o t h e r  c a l ami ty" .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerg:  May I c a l l  t h e  Legal  Counsel?  W i l l  t h i s  change 
t h e  i n t e n t ?  

1 C o w e l  S m n :  If you take o u t  t h a t  comma, it w i l l  r ead  " o t h e r  
c a l a m i t y  as provided by law". But t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  word " ca l ami ty"  by " a s  
p rov ided  by law comma", it would make c a l a m i t y  a s  p rov ided  by law. Tha t  
e s s e n t i a l l y  de t e rmines  what c a l ami ty .  

I t e  Vil lasomez:  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n t e n t  of Xr. Lizama. 

I F w: That  is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  proposed amendment. 

I President Guerr 
a: So where do  w e  p u t  t h e  " a s  p rov ided  by lawn? 

I S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: A f t e r  t h e  word "ca lami ty" .  

I Deleqa t e  Vi lbqomeg:  But remove t h e  comma. 

I v: Yes, 3 u t  remove t h e  comma. 
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D e l e a a t e  Villaaomez: Y e s .  I can  read it a s  it shou ld  be f i n a l i z e d .  

p r e s i d e n t  H. C u e r r e r ~ :  Can you read i t ?  

De l eua t e  V i l l a u o w :  Okay. "The governor  nay d e c l a r e  a s t a t e  of 
emergency i n  t h e  c a s e  of  i n v a s i o n ,  c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  o r ,  
o t h e r  c a l a m i t y  a s  p rov ided  by law, and may n o b i l i z e  a v a i l a b l e  r e sou rce s  t o  
respond t o  t h a t  emergency." 

w t e  I-: Is t h a t  a motion? 

T e l e u a t e  Manulow: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  shou ld  be  a comma a f t e r  "o r" .  

S e c r e t a r v  Nabors: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  xe  need t h a t  comma e i t h e r .  

D e l e a a t e  V i l l a a o m ~ :  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  !To o b j e c t  ion .  

? r e s i d e n t  3. Guerrero:  So is t h e r e  unanixous  c o n s e n t ?  1\10 o b j e c t i o n ?  

D e l e w t e  K i r l g :  No o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  D i scus s ions?  

D e l e s a t e  King: Ready t o  vo t e .  

Floor U a d e r  Lizamq: I move f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

De l ega t e  Nendiola seconded t h e  no t i on .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S e c r e t a r y  Nabors, c an  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  motion t o  adop t  Committee 
Recommendation No. 44, a s  amended, on Second and F i n a l  Reading was c a r r i e d  
by a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  of 24 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

S e c r e t a r v  N a b o ~ :  Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  24 d e l e g a t e s  vo ted  i n  f a v o r  of 
t h i s  Committee Recommendation. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Committee Recommendation No. 44 is adopted by 
unanimous vote .  Can you read  Committee Reconmendat i o n  ?lo. 45? 

S e c r e t a r y  ?.labors read Committee Recommendation No. 45 i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y ,  
as fo l l ows :  

"COl!!.1ITTEE 3ECO!*I!.IEI.JDATIO1J ?lo. 45 

" A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMElJDI*IENT 

"To amend Sec t i on  2 of A r t i c l e  I11 of t h e  Nor thern  Flarianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  Governor. 

I "BE I T  ADOPTED 3Y THE SECOND CONSTITUTIOIAL CONVENTION: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  X V I I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l t h  of t h e  Yorthern ::ariana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 
4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Conmonwealth of the i!orthern : l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  f o l l o v s :  



DID COBSTITUTIOlUL C O ~ I O N  or the 
MoR'mmN luluMA Is'LM?Ds -a r i t h l n  tha f u l l  width .rd h.WC of tb. b h  )or&r~ dtS.u( 

margins. Pala numberr mhould b. c.oterU I s  b at  mu. 

i 1 
2ND CON CON JOURNAL -- 28th  Day 
J u l y  15 ,  1985 

" I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  2 of A r t i c l e  I11 is amended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  2: Q u a l l f r c a t i o n s  of  . . t h e  GovernoE. The governor  s h a l l  be  
q u a l i f i e d  t o  vote i n  t h e  Commonwealth, a&- l e a s t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  age ,  
and a r e s i d e n t  and d o m i c i l i a r y  of t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s  
immediately p reced ing  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  governor  t a k e s  o f f i c e .  A 
d i f f e r e n t  pe r i od  of r e s i d e n c e  and domic i l e  may be p rov ided  by law. No 
pe r son  conv i c t ed  of  a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  i n  any a r e a  under t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  nay be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f  i c e  u n l e s s  a 

- f u l l  pardon has Seen g r a n t e d . ' "  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  Lizaina? 

F loo r  Leader Lizamq: iIr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I move f o r  t h e  adop t i on  of t h i s  Com- 
m i t  t e e  2ecommendat i on  on Second Read ing.  

I Delega te  Pange l inan  seconded t h e  motion. 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e u e r o :  I t  has  been moved and seconded t o  adop t  Committee 

I Recommendation No. 45 .  D i s cus s ions?  De l ega t e  Manglona? 

a lona :  I move t h a t  " t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d n  be amended t o  
" t h i r t y - t w o  y e a r s  o l d n .  

De l ega t e  Mabors seconded t h e  motion. 

I m s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  Is t h e r e  unaniinous c o n s e n t ?  Any o b j e c t i o n ?  

I -sa 
t e  1.1endioh: Y e s .  

I Floo r  Leader Liz-: Yes. 

I Deleqatr Villagomez: I ' d  l i k e  t o  know how o l d  De l ega t e  llanglona is. 

I isLesateaans 
m: Thir ty-one and a h a l f .  

I (Laughte r )  

I President a*  
r e r o :  De lega te  To r r e s?  

D e l e s a t e  Tor res :  Xr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I thought  t h a t  w e  ag reed  w i th  De l ega t e  
:.Ianglona, b u t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  recommend t h a t  w e  -- okay. Yes te rday ,  I mean, 
l a s t  I t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h i s  down t o  t h i r t y  and nobody ag reed .  So I want t o  
recommend t h a t  w e  p u t  " t h i r t y - f i v e "  and p u t  an  age  l i m i t  t o  " s even ty" .  

(Laughte r )  

I GueU. 
erQ: Is t h e r e  any o b j e c t i o n ?  

I e a a t e  Mafnas: Yes. 

I President Guerr  
e ro :  De l ega t e  Xendiola? 

Deleqgfe Mendiou:  i lr .  P r e s i d e n t ,  j u s t  a q u e s t i o n .  goes  t h i s  mean t h a t  
F i l i p i n o ,  Korean o r  any n a t i o n a l  who has  been h e r e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  c a n  run  
f o r  Governor? 

--.- -..---.--- - -  - - . . -  .----.---I -.. .- 
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I F l oo r  Leader Lizamg: Yes. I 
I Secret2r 

Y Mabors: If he is o t h e r w i s e  q u a l i f i e d .  I 
1 ero :  He has  t o  be a  c i k i z e n  a l s o  t o  q u a l i f y  t o  vo t e .  I 

1 -aa 
t e  Mend-: Another q u e s t i o n .  

D-aate Ilanalong: P o i n t  of o r d e r .  tdr. Mendiola is o u t  of o rde r .  There  
was a  n o t i o n  t h a t  was seconded. 

I - -De lesa te  i4endiola: I thought  we a r e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s .  I 
I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerp:  :7as seconded on what? 

/ Deleqa t e  Xafnas: There  was an o b j e c t i o n  on t h e  f l o o r .  

P r e s i d e n t  3. Guerrero:  S ince  you a r e  making a  f l o o r  amendment, it has  t o  
be by unanimous c o n s e n t ,  provided nobody o b j e c t s .  Unless  i t ' s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  
s i n c e  you d i d  n o t  submi t  any th ing  i n  w r i t i n g .  

I 

I D-: P o i n t  of o r d e r .  

w i d e n t  H. Guerre~p: S t a t e  your p o i n t .  

1 Delepate Xinq: De l ega t e  ;langlona is o u t  o f  o r d e r .  

(Laugh t e r )  

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  De lega te  f. lendiola,  c o n t i n u e  p l e a s e .  

D e l e s a t e  MendioLg: Another q u e s t i o n ,  :lr. P r e s i d e n t .  I f  I am conv i c t ed  of  
f e l o n y  i n  Nauru and I s e rved  twenty  y e a r s  of  p r i s o n  t e rm  t h e r e .  Am I 
s t i l l  e l i g i b l e  t o  be a  Governor? 

I P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrerp:  Can somebody answer t h a t ?  

De l eua t e  C i u :  You w i l l  n o t  even make it t o  f i r s t  b a s e ,  14r. P r e s i d e n t ,  i f  
you a r e  conv i c t ed  of  a  f e l ony .  

t e  !.Iendiou: Ily q u e s t i o n  i s ,  am I e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e ,  I aean ,  t o  run 
f o r  Governor? 

1 President a -  Guerr  
e ro :  De l ega t e  Lizama, cou ld  you answer t h a t ?  

d e r  Lizam 1 Floor  Lea a: Yhat was t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  

De l eaa t e  F4endiolg: I f  I ' m  conv i c t ed  of a  f e l o n y  i n  Nauru, am I be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  run f o r  Governor? 

I !?loor Leader 
u: I would y i e l d  t o  De l ega t e  Nabors. 

S e c r e t a r v  Elabors: V7e cou ld  n o t  de te rmine  your e l i g i b i l i t y  u n l e s s  w e  went 
t o  Nauru and a s c e r t a i n  whether t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  laws a r e  i n  consonance w i th  
t h o s e  of U.S. o r  i n  U . S .  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
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D e l e a a t e  Fendiolq:  How about  i f  it i s ?  

D e l e a a t e  Yafnas: The answer is  yes .  I 
S e c r e t a r v  Nabars: I f  it is, yes .  I f  t h e y  a r e  i n  consonance wi th  t h e  U.S.  
o r  Commonwealth, t h e n  you would n o t  be e l i g i b l e  even though you s e rved  
your t ime  because no f u l l  pardon.  

D e l e a a t e  Mafnas: Where does  it s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  ;.!re P r e s i d e n t ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: On l i n e  11. - 
Floo r  Leader Lizama: Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  l e t  m e  answer t h a t .  I t h i n k  De l ega t e  
Nabors is a l i t t l e  b i t  i n c o r r e c t .  I t h i n k  i f  you have been conv i c t ed  i n  
Japan 20 y e a r s  ago of f e l o n y  t h a t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  h e r e  would no t  n e c e s s a r i -  
l y  exc lude  you from be ing  e l i g i b l e  t o  run f o r  Governor f o r  t h e  reason  
s t a t e d  by two o r  t h r e e  a t t o r n e y s  du r ing  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e f i -  

1 
n i t i o n  of what is  be ing  f e l o n o u s  i n  Japan may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be f e lonous  I 

i n  t h e  Commonwealth and i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  But suppose  
t h a t  t h e  fe lonous  d e f i n i t i o n  is t h e  same i n  Japan  a s  it is i n  t h e  Common- 
wea l t h ,  suppose t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  it would be  s o  imaginary  t o  expe- 
r i e n c e  one of t h e s e  days  and i n  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  somebody l i k e  t h a t  who ha s  
been conv i c t ed  of a f e l o n y  i n  Japan t o  come h e r e  and run  f o r  Governor. 
I t ' s  n o t  a r e a l i s t i c  t h i n g  s o  t h a t ' s  why I have a recommendation t h a t  w e  
j u s t  f o r g e t  about  i n c l u d i n g  f e l o n y  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  a j u r i s d i c t i o n  o u t s i d e  
t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  Commonwealth. 

P r e s i d e n t  H. C-uerrero: Did he  answer your q u e s t i o n ,  De l ega t e  ?labors? 

S e c r e t a r y  Nabors: I t  was n o t  my q u e s t i o n .  I 
D e l e a a t e  Manalonq: P o i n t  of in fo rmat ion .  Our Committee asked t h a t  ques-  
t i o n  and I would l i k e  t o  ask  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  A t to rney  Genera l  
what is h i s  op in ion  on t h a t .  

D e l e a a t e  I I a f n e :  P o i n t  of  i n fo rma t ion .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S t a t e  your ? o i n t .  

D e l e a a t e  Ilafnas: If t h e r e  is a p r o v i s i o n  h e r e  t h a t  a f e l o n y  conv i c t ed  
e l sewhere ,  then t h e  q u e s t i o n  is a p p r o p r i a t e .  But w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  a 
pe r son  conv i c t ed  of a f e l o n y  i n  t h e  Commonwealth o r  i n  any  a r e a  under  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  s o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  I t ' s  n o t  
a d d r e s s i n g  t o  t h e  p roposa l .  Thank you. 

P s :  Delega t e  V i l l anueva?  

De l eua t e  Vi l lanueva:  llr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  
of  t h i s  Convention t o  r e p l a c e  " q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n "  w i t h  " a  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r  o f n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  unanimous c o n s e n t  t o  r e p l a c e ,  on l i n e  
4 ,  " q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n n  w i th  "a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  o f n ,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  
e x p l a i n  t h a t .  

D e l e s a t e  ilafnas: P l e a s e  e x p l a i n .  
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3-anueva: :Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  you d o n ' t  have  t o  3e 3 r q i s t e r e d  
v o t e r  t o  r u n  f o r  a  Governor ,  anci I f e e l  = h a t  it s h o u l d  a e  a t  l e a s t  a 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  you r e g i s t e r .  

F l o o r  T,eader L i w :  O b j e c t i o n ,  :!r. P r e s i d e n t .  T h e r e  is a r e q u i r e m e n t  
f o r  v o t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and a  p e r s o n  may q u a l i f y  t o  v o t e  b u t  he  may n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  w i l l i n g  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  i n  one  p a r t i c u l a r  
e l e c t i o n .  However, i f  we're go ing  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p e r s o n ,  it i s  n o t  g o i n g  
t o  s e r v e  any  p u r p o s e  a t  a l l  by r e p l a c i n g  t h e  :lords " q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e "  a s  
s u p p o s e  t o  " r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e "  b e c a u s e  anybody c o u l d  r e g i s t e r  i f  h e  is  
q u a l i f i e d ,  and t h e  p r o c e d u r e  t o  r e g i s t e r  is  a v a i l a b l e .  - 
P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  I c a l l  on D e l e g a t e  X a i y a t .  I 
3e lec fa t e  Xaiaat: Thank you,  Iir.  P r e s i d e n t .  I ! ~ o u l d  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  
i n s e r t  t h e  words "sound a i n d " .  I would l i k e  t o  amend t o  i n s e r t  t h e  words 

I 
"sound n i n d " .  I n  o t h e r  words,  n o t  c r a z y ;  you have  t o  be  n o r n a l  r , ~ e n t a l l y .  

I 
i 

And p e r h a p s  it c o u l d  come i n  unde r  l i n e  5,  " t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  of  age"  and , 
t h e n  i n s e r t  a  comma, "sound mind and  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Connonwealth." 

Leader  Lizama: rlr. P r e s i d e n t ,  p o i n t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  2 o i n t .  

Floor-&: I n  a  normal  s i t u a t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  is n o t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  
v o t e  i f  he  is n o t  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  sound nind..  So t h a t ' s  what  t h e  commit- 
tee  f e l t .  T h i s  i s  D e l e g a t e  X a i ? a t 1 s  p r o p o s a l  by t h e  way, e x c e p t  t h a t  we 
e x c l u d e d  t h e  words "sound mindn.  

I D e l e q a t e  R a i ~ a t :  Yes, I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  i n .  

P r e s i d e n t  B. Guer re ro :  Is t h e r e  unan ixous  c o n s e n t ?  

Deleaate V i l l a n u e v a :  20 o b j e c t i o n .  

9 e l e a a t e  Jam: :Jo o b j e c t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  B. G u e r r e r o :  Is t h e r e  any o b j e c t i o n ?  

F l o o r  Leade r  Lizama: Y e s ;  i t ' s  u n n e c e s s a r y .  

P:: Your r e c o n n e n d a t i o n  is d e f e a t e d .  Is t h e r e  any  
f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ?  3 e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

F-: 1 I o v e  f o r  t h e  2 r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  

T h e r e  was a  s e c o n d  t o  t h e  a o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. G u e r r e r o :  D e l e g a t e  T o r r e s ?  

D e l e s a t e  T o r r e s :  I k i n d  of  f o r g o t  what I was a b o u t  t o  s a y .  S u t  i n  l i n e  
w i t h  D e l e g a t e  1 < a i p a t 1 s  t h i n k i n g ,  p e r h a p s  it would b e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  
we s a y  competent .  9 u t  a g a i n ,  you know, v e  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  need t o  h a v e  t h a t  
h e r e  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  " h i g h e s t  o f f i c e "  i n  t h e  Conmon- 
w e a l t h .  I a t t e n 2 t e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  l a s t  n i g h t  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a g e  s o  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t n e  way t h i s  t h i n g  is w r i t t e n  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g u a r a n t y  com- 
p t e n c y  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Sove rnor .  Thank you. 
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? r e s i d e n t  3. Sue r r e ro :  3 e l e g a t e  Lizama? 

F-: Lizama:!r. P r e s i d e n t ,  I rloul.3 l i k e  t o  u r g e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
suppo r t  t h i s  Committee Recommendation 170. 4 5  f o r  t h e  reason  t h a t  what 
we ' r e  r e a l l y  do ing  h e r e  is t h a t  we would-be i n c r e a s i n g  t n e  r e s i d e n c y  and 
d o m i c i l i a r y  requ i rements  from seven  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  T h i s  is  ve ry  i n p o r t a n t  
f o r  t h e  Commonwealth. And s i n c e  t h e r e  is no  w r i t t e n  amendment and we need 
unaninous consen t  t o  amend t h i s  Committee Recommendation lJo. 4 5  a t  t h i s  
t i n e ,  I move f o r  t h e  p r ev ious  q u e s t i o n ,  !:re P r e s i d e n t .  

3 e l e g a t e  Pangel inan seconded t h e  n o t i o n .  - 
P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  S e c r e t a r y  IJabors, can  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  

S e c r e t a r y  Mabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  a o t i o n  t o  a d o ~ t  Committee 1 
Reconmendation 110. 4 5  on Second and F i n a l  2eading was vo ted  on by a r o l l  
c a l l  v o t e ,  a s  f o l l ows :  

YES: Delega t e s  Vincent  Calvo, David Cing,  Hernan Guerrero ,  Alonzo 
Ig isomar ,  David I g i t o l ,  2 i t a  I n o s ,  a e n u s t o  Ka ipa t ,  L u i s  
Limes, Juan  Lizama, J e sus  i!afnas, An ice to  :!undo, ; l i l l i a m  
ETabors, F e l i c i d a d  Ogumoro, I i a r i a  Pange l i nan ,  Xa r l  Reyes, 
Joaqu in  Tenor io ,  F r a n c i s c o  Tonokane, V7illian T o r r e s ,  and Ramon 
Villagomez. ( 1 9  v o t e s )  

NO: Delega tes  Estzven Ring , James I Iendiola ,  and Paul  ;.Ianglona, 
( 3  v o t e s )  

IXSTAIM: 3 e l e g a t e  Lorenzo DL. ( ;uerrero and I g n a c i o  Vi l l anueva .  
( 2  v o t e s )  

And t h e  n o t i o n  was c a r r i e d .  

S c c r e t a r v  Kabors: Xr. P r e s i d e n t ,  we have two a b s t e n t i o n s ,  t h r e e  n e g a t i v e s  
and 19 a f f i r m a t i v e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  3. Guerrero:  The Comnit tee E e c o ~ ~ ~ e n d a t i o n  is adopted by 21 
vo t e s .  S e c r e t a r y  f;abors, can  you read Committee Recormendation No. 46?  

S e c r e t a r y  :labors read Committee T!econrnendation 2~20. do' i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  fo l lows :  

"To amend S e c t i o n  4 of  A r t i c l e  I11 t o  l i m i t  t h e  Governor t o  two te rms  i n  
o f f  i c e .  

"BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOlJD COIJSTITUTIONAL CO1JVENTIOIJ: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  XVIII of t h e  Common- 
s lea l th  of t h e  Xor thern  IIar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 3uL l i c  Law 170. 
4-30 ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of  t h e  r!ort!~ern ;!ariana Islancis  
is amended a s  f o l l o o ~ s :  
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" I .  Z f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  T e c t i o n  4 02 A r t i c l e  I11 is anendea  t o  
r ead :  

" ' S e c t i o n  4. J o i n t  E l e c t i o n  of t b i .  
The g o v e r n o r  and l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor  shaL1 b e  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r q e  a t  l a r g e  
w i t h i n  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t e ra  o f  o f f i c e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  The g o v e r n o r  
and l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  e a c h  v o t e r  c a s t i n g  a  
s i n g l e  v o t e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  b o t h  o f f i c e s .  270 p e r s o n  s h a l l  se  e l e c t e d  
g o v e r n o r  n o r e  t h a n  t w i c e . ' "  

- r e s i d e n t  FI. G u e r r e r ~ :  D e l e g a t e  Lizama? 

P l o o r a ~ i z a m q :  : I re  P r e s i z e n t ,  I xove  t h a t  r7e adol3t C o a m i t t e e  
F?econnendation 150. 4 6 ,  ~ s i t h o u t  d e b a t e .  

3 e l s g a t e  :<in9 seconded  t h e  n o t i o n .  

P r e s i d e n t  ?. G u e r r e r o :  I t  h a s  been  ;.loved and seconded  t o  a d o p t  Committee 
Reconmendation Elo. 46 .  3 e l e g a t e  ' J i l l agomez?  

D e l e a a t e  Vi l l aaomez :  Y i t h  unanimous 
word " s h a l l n  t o  "may", on l i n e  8 ,  t o  

c o n s e n t ,  I p r o p o s e  
be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h a t  v e  change  t h e  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

Delecrate P a n u e l i n a n :  :le j u s t  c o n t r a d i c t s  h i s  2 o l i c y .  

D e l e s a t e  Il'analona: ? o i n t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e r e  no l i n e  5. 

S e c r e t a r v  !Tabors: Yes, t h e r e  is. T h e r e  is  a  i i n e  3 .  

Delecr .. a t e  :!analona: ::o. 

S e c r e t a r y  Xabors: The re  is on t h e  r n a t t e r s  t h a t  were p a s s e d  o u t  a t  t h e  
opening  of  t h e  s e s s i o n .  The 2ackage  t h a t  tras ? u t  on  17our d e s k ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
one  t h a t  we a r e  u s i n g .  

3 -: I t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  a s r e e d  t h a t  t h o s e  a r e  a i n o r  
changes .  

Secre ta r .7  I:abors: Y e s ,  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  we a g r e e d  t h a t  t h o s e  v e r e  n i n o r  
changes ,  anyway. 

D e l e s a t e  Iiinq: 210 problem. 

-a: P o i n t  of i n f o r n a t i o n ,  IIr. P r e s i u e n t .  

P r e s i d e n t  E. S u e r r e r o :  S t a t e  your  p o i n t ,  g e l e g a t e  Lizama. 

F-: T h e r e ' s  no l i n e  8. Vhat  l i n e  a r e  we t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

P r e s i d e n t  '!. G u e r r e r o :  J c l s g a t e  L i z a n a ,  can  you r.lake r e f s r e n c e  t o  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  were p a s s e d  o u t ?  

. . F l o o r  Leader  Lizama: 1: a ? o l o g i z o ,  .:re ? r e s i d e n t .  
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/ P r e s i d e n t  :!. Guerrero:  3e lec jz te  'Toaokane, you have your 53nd up? 
I Delega te  :!afnas? 

De l eaa t e  Ilafnas: I xove .to end deua te .  - 

I 
Floor  Leader Lizama seconded t h e  a o t i o n .  

I P r e s i d e n t  9. Guerrero:  I t  ha s  2een inoved and seconded t o  end i e b a t e .  I 
I Del 

e a a t e  Villaaornez: T.Jait. Did we change i t ?  

a d e r  L iza  I -?loor ~e ma: Yes, it v a s  a ccep t ed .  I 
3 e l e g a t e  Calvo: There  as no o u j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t .  

I 

I The motion t o  end d e b a t e  :,das c a r r i e d  by v o i c e  v o t e .  I 1 P-ero: S e c r e t a r y  Elabors, c an  you t a k e  t h e  r o l l  c a l l ?  I 
S e c r e t a r y  Nabors c a l l e d  t h e  r o l l ,  and t h e  motion t o  ado?t  Committee 

?econmendation 210. 46 on Second and F i n a l  ,Peading was c a r r i e d  by a r o l l  I I 
c a l l  v o t e  of 24 a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s .  

I S e c r e t a r v  Mabors: !Ir. P r e s i d e n t ,  2 4  d e l e g a t e s  vo ted  on t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

P r e s i d e n t  H. Guerrero:  The Conmittee Recommendation is adopted unanimous- 
l y .  S e c r e t a r y  Plabors, can  you read Conmit tee  Recoinmendation No. 47? 

S e c r e t a r y  pTabors read Conmittee Reconnendation ?lo. 47 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  
a s  fo l lows :  

" A  PROPOSED COMSTITUTIOMAL A!IElDi.IEKT 

"To amend S e c t i o n  7 of A r t i c l e  I11 of t h e  Nor thern  I l a r i anas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  Sovernorsh ip  and L i e u t e n a n t  Governorship.  

" 9 E  I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECO1.JD CO1:STITUTIONAL COWEEITION: 

"Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu r suan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 of A r t i c l e  SVI I I  of t h e  Common- 
wea l th  of t h e  lgorthern i l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law FJo. 
4 - 3 0 ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h o  Connonwealth of t h e  Nor thern  l l a r i ana  I s l a n d s  
is amended a s  fo l lows :  

" I .  Z f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  7 of A r t i c l e  I11 is cnended t o  
read:  

" ' S e c t i o n  7.  Success ion  t o  t h e  Governorshi2  and L i e u t e n a n t  Governor- 
sh ip .  I n  c a s e  of t h e  removal, d e a t h  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  of t h e  Governor, t h e  
L i eu t enan t  Governor s h a l l  become Governor and t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Sena t e  
s h a l l  become L ieu t enan t  Governor. If t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Governor and 
L i eu t enan t  Sovernor a r e  bo th  vacan t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Sena t e  s h a l l  
become a c t i n g  governor  and t h e  Speaker of t h e  House s h a l l  becoae a c t i n g  
l i e u t e n a n t  governor .  An a c t i n g  governor  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  who 




































