
Diocese of Glaalu,n ILanoa 
Commonwealth of  the Norlliern Marianas 
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Dear Delega tes ,  

I was p l ea sed  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  Convention has t aken  
t h e  i s s u e  s e r i o u s l y  enough t o  c o n s i d e r  an  amendment t o  
CNMI c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  a b o r t i o n .  I a l s o  n o t e  a  l e g a l  
op in ion  by a  l e g a l  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  convent ion which p o i n t s  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  Covenant makes t h e  US C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  supreme 
law o f  t h e  l and  and i n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s ,  and t h e  Roe v s ,  Wade 
d e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  such an amendment p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  would 
be  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  I would l i k e  t o  respond 
t o  t h i s  op in ion  and t o  e x p l a i n  my r o l e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  

Imagine t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
a s  i t  has  been i n  a  number o f  c u l t u r e s ,  t o  t a k e  o n e ' s  p a r e n t s  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and l e a v e  them t h e r e  t o  d i e  when t hey  a r e  
t o o  o l d  t o  c a r e  f o r  themselves ,  Now suppose t h a t  peop le  were 
beg inn ing  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  b a r b a r i c  custom i n  t h e  CNIII, t a -  
k ing  t h e i r  e l d e r s  t o  Banzai C l i f f  and shoving them o f f  t o  
t h e i r  dea th .  If any one does t h i s  t o  people  who a r e  s t i l l  
a b l e  t o  work and c a r e  f o r  themselves t hey  a r e  a r r e s t e d  f o r  
homicide,  however, t h e  law p r o t e c t s  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s  when 
it i s  t h e i r  aged mothers and f a t h e r s  they  a r e  k i l l i n g .  What 
would your r e a c t i o n  be?  Could you s i t  back and s a y ,  "I won' t  
do i t  b u t  I r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  o t h e r s  t o  k i l l  t h e i r  p a r e n t s f "  
I am s u r e  t h a t  you would r e a l i z e  t h a t  e v i l  i s  no less wrong 
s imply because t h e  law a l l ows  i t .  I hope t h a t  you would be  
moved t o  do what you could  t o  change t h e  law. 

The s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h e  same wi th  a b o r t i o n .  Cont ra ry  t o  a l -  
most two c e n t u r i e s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  US C o n s t i t u t i o n  
and t h e  laws o f  every  s t a t e  i n  t h e  Union, f i v e  o f  t h e  n i n e  men 
on t h e  Supreme Court e decade ago i n t e r p r e t a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n  t o  a l l ow  an a lmost  f r e e  r e i g n  on t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  
below t h a t  s t a g e  i n  t h e i r  development where t hey  have become 
p h y s i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  mother.  Now t h i s  b a r b a r i c  p r a t i c e  
i s  beg inn ing  t o  appear  i n  t h e  C N M I .  Are we t o  s i t  back q u i e t l y  
and i gno re  i t ?  If t h e  CNMI c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  t o  be  t h e  supreme law 
of t h e  Commonwealth and a  c l e a r  s t a t emen t  o f  t h e  va lue s  o f  t h i s  
community, t hen  i t  must r e f l e c t  t hose  va lue s .  I would a rgue  
t h a t  a b o r t i o n  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  b a s i c  va lue s  o f  t h i s  community 
and t h u s  shou ld  n o t  be  pe rmi t t ed  i n  t h e  CNMI c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

I t  has  been sugges ted  t h a t  my a c t i v e  suppo r t  f o r  an  amend- 
ment p r o h i b i t i n g  a b o r t i o n  i s  an  u n f a i r  i n t r u s i o n  o f  t h e  Church 
i n t o  m a t t e r s  of s t a t e .  One of t h e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  under t h e  US 
and CNMI c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  freedom of  speech.  It  i s  t h i s  r i g h t  
t h a t  I e x e r c i s e  i n  my p o s i t i o n  on a b o r t i o n .  I f  you, a s  a  d e l e -  
ga t e )  suppo r t  an  amendment t o  p r o h i b i t  a b o r t i o n  s imply because 
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" t he  b ishop s ays  so" ,  you a r e  f a i l i n g  i n  your du ty  a s  an 
e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e .  Jiowever, I hope t h a t  a s  mature and i n t e l -  
l i g e n t  C h r i s t i a n s  you and t h e  o t h e r  d e l e g a t e s  w i l l  t h i n k  o f  
t h e  moral  i s s u e s  invo lved ,  come t o  a d e c i s i o n  you can l i v e  
w i t h ,  and move t o  s e e  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  implemented. 

The e s s e n t i a l  g o a l  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i v e s  of  our  c h i l d -  
ren .  I f  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t e g y  would be  more 
e f f e c t i v e  than t h e  c u r r e n t  proposed amendment, such a  s t r a t e g y  
should  be used. Perhaps ,  an amendment t o  r ecogn ize  human l i f e  
a s  beg inn ing  w i t h  concep t ion  ( a  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  t h a t  i s  b i o l o -  
g i c a l l y  a  b e t t e r  cho i ce  than  b i r t h ,  a s  t h e  unique g e n e t i c  
code t h a t  t h e  Derson w i l l  r e t a i n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  i s  
s e t  a t  t h a t  t i h e ) ,  t hus  g i v i n g  unborn c h i l d r e n  p r o t e c t i o n  un- 
d e r  t h e  law, might be e f f e c t i v e .  

Whether t h e  c u r r e n t  wording i s  r e t a i n e d  o r  a d i f f e r e n t  
approach i s  t r i e d ,  we should  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t s  
w i t h  t h e  US c o n s t i t u t i o n  and avo id  a c t i o n  based on t h e s e  pos- 
s i b l e  c o n f l i c t s .  The i s s u e  o f  a b o r t i o n  i s  one o f  t h e  most con- 
fused  o f  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  Simply because i t  i s  sug- 
g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o n f l i c t  i s  no reason  t o  back down from 
t h e  i s s u e  . If t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  impor tan t  enough 
t h a t  we s e e  t h e  need t o  p r o t e c t  t hose  l i v e s  w i t h  a  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  amendment, then  we should  p l a c e  t h a t  amendment i n  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n .  If t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  l e t  t h e  
Cour t s  dec ide  t h e  m a t t e r .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  c l a u s e s  
i n  t h e  CYMI c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i th  t h e  
US c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  such a s  l and  a l i e n a t i o n ,  y e t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  
were f e l t  t o  be impor tan t  enough t o  be inc luded .  Can we do no 
l e s s  r ega rd ing  t h e  l i v e s  o f  ou r  c h i l d r e n ?  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

-+Fb+Ydu Tomas A .  Camacho 

Bishop o f  Chalan Kanoa 




