
J u l y  15, 1 9 8 5  11:30 p.m. 

Herman T.  G u e r r e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Second CNMI C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  
House o f  Taga  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  
San  V i c e n t e ,  S a i p a n ,  CNMI 

Dear  P r e s i d e n t  G u e r r e r o ,  

T h i s  l e t t e r  is a d d r e s s e d  t o  a l l  24 d e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  Second CNMI C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n .  

Your a t t i t u d e s  a n d  c o n d u c t  o n  Monday, J u l y  1 5 t h  (Day 28 )  h a v e  moved m e  t o  e x p r e s s  
my d e e p  sympathy  f o r  t h o s e  o f  you wiio a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  been s e v e r e l y  damaged by t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  s o  many g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  f o r c e d  r u l e r s h i p  by n a t i o n s  you d i d  n o t  i n v i t e  
t o  y o u r  i s l a n d s .  Your a n g e r ,  r e s e n t m e n t ,  b i t t e r n e s s ,  h a t r e d ,  d i s g u s t ,  h o s t i l i t y ,  
i n d i g n a t i o n ,  r a g e  a n d  w r a t h  w e r e  a l l  c l e a r l y  a n d  u n d e n i a b l y  e x p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  
o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  Anger f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  JUSTICE is a c c e p t a b l e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  God. 

Your a c t i o n s  t o d a y  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  a need  t o  d e f e n d ,  p r o t e c t  and  p r e s e r v e  
y o u r  c u l t u r e  a n d  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  a c t i v e  u s e  o f  y o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Chamorro.  
I f u l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n  i s  i n t e n s e l y  
r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a t h r e a t  t o  y o u r  i d e n t i t y  as  Chamorros .  I e m p a t h i z e  
w i t h  t h e  t r emendous  f e a r  you must  b e  f e e l i n g .  I am f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  p a i n  you are 
e x p e r i e n c i n g  ... I see i t  i n  y o u r  f a c e s ,  I h e a r  i t  i n  y o u r  v o i c e s ,  a n d  I r e c o g n i z e  i t  
as you d e a l  w i t h  p a i n f u l  memor ies  and  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  w i l l  s h a p e  y o u r  f u t u r e .  

I a d m i r e  e a c h  and  e v e r y  o n e  o f  you f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  CHOOSE t o  t a k e  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  y o u r  own f u t u r e  and  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  y o u r  c h i l d r e n .  I e s p e c i a l l y  
r e s p e c t  t h o s e  o f  you who are d o i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  time. It shows me you h a v e  
t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  and  d e s i r e  t o  t r u l y  b e  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g .  

To  b e  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  means " n o t  t o  b e  swayed o r  c o n t r o l l e d  by o t h e r s "  and  " c h a r a c t e r -  
i z e d  by s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  o r  s e l f - c o n t r o l . "  (Amer ican  H e r i t a g e  D i c t i o n a r y ,  p a g e  1113 ... 
s o  E e i e g a t e  Dr.  K a i p a t  wiil n o t  n a v e  t o  l o o k  i t  u p . . . ) .  1 ask you t o  examine  y o u r  
a t t i t u d e s  and  c o n d u c t  o f  t o d a y  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  f o r  y o u r s e l f  i f  you t h i n k  you h a v e  con- 
d u c t e d  y o u r s e l v e s  i n  a " s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d  o r  s e l f - c o n t r o l l e d "  manner .  

Your C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .  I f  i t  were a c h i l d  b o r n  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  
c h i l d  would b e  e n t e r i n g  p u b e r t y  o r  a d o l e s c e n c e  r i g h t  now. T h o s e  o f  you who forrnu- 
l a t e d  t h a t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  are s y m b o l i c  o f  i ts  " p a r e n t s . "  T h o s e  o f  you d e a l i n g  w i t h  i t  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time are s y m b o l i c  o f  "God-Parents", o r  p a r e n t s  of  a n  a d o p t e d  c h i l d .  
Do you f e e l  y o u r  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  a c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r emendous  d e g r e e  o f  LOVE t h a t  -it 
t a l ce s  t o  b e  a p a r e n t ?  

Your C o n s t i t u t i o n  was b o r n  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c h o i c e  you made ... c o n c e p t i o n  was t h e  
Covenan t .  (Choos ing  e v e n t u a l  Commonwealth s t a t u s  by a p p r o v i n g  and  a c c e p t i n g  t h c  
Covenan t  is n o t  l i k e  b e i n g  g o v e r n e d  u n d e r  f o r c e d  r u l e r s h i p . )  Choos ing  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  Covenan t  was y o u r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  g o e s  w i t h  b e i n g  s e l f -  
g o v e r n i n g .  A l l  you need  t o  d o  is  ACCEPT I T .  

A c c e p t i n g  i t  d o e s  n o t  mean you mus t  g i v e  up y o u r  own i d e n t i t y !  You are Charnorro- 
Amer i cans  j u s t  l i k e  I ' m  Du tch - I r i sh -Eng l i sh -Che rokee  Ind ian -Amer i can .  Adding American 
d o e s  n o t  t a k e  a n y t h i n g  away f rom b e i n g  Chamorro ,  i t  ADDS t o  what  you a l r e a d y  are. 
It m u l t i p l i e s  y o u r  r e s o u r c e s . . . i t  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  them. 

I s a l u t e  e a c h  and  P v e r y  o n e  o f  you ... Chamorro,  C a r o l i n i a n  and  American D e l e g a t e s  and  
a s k  t h a t  you s e a r c h  y o u r  h e a r t s  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  remove y o u r  a n g e r  s t o r e d  up f rom t h e  
p a s t .  F o r g i v e  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s ;  g i v e  them up s o  as  n o t  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  them. Accep t  
y o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a new b e g i n n i n g ,  w i l l i n g l y .  C o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p roud  Chamorros  
a n d  C a r o l i n i a n s  and  b e  p roud  t o  add  a n d  a c c e p t  t h a t  you are - a l s o  American.  

I i n v i t e  you t o  j o i n  m e  as  a n  Amer ican;  I welcome you as  my f e l l o w  American a n d  want  
you t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  b e i n g  Amer ican  j u s t  as my a n c e s t o r s  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  b e n e f i t  
t h a t  I now e n j o y .  G i v e  i t  as a g i f t  o f  l o v e  t o  y o u r  c h - i l d r e n . . . t h e  g i f t  o f  f r e e d o m  
a n d  Democracy s o  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  e v e r  h a v e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r c e d  r u l e r s h i p  by n a t i o n s  
you d i d  n o t  i n v i t e  t o  y o u r  i s l a n d s .  

Thank you f o r  g i v i n g  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  a g u e s t  i n  you r  Commonwealth a n d  a n  
o b s e r v o r  a t  your  h i s t o r i c  Second CNMI C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  


