
NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 
P.O. Box 586 

Saipan. Mariana Islands 96950 

July 16, 1985 

TO: VICE CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

FRQM: HOUSE LEGAL COUNSEL'S OFFICE 

SUGJECT: R a m i f i c a t i o n n f  treat-ing t-tiree o f f i c i a l  l a n g ~ g e : ,  f i r  t h e  
C o m m o n \ ~ e a l  t h .  

Designst-ing t h r e e  o f f i c i a l  lsnguages f o r  t he  Oomrr~onweal  t h  w i l l  t e n d  t o  
inc rease  t h e  s i z e  o f  goverr lment rather.  than decrease it, as the  Convent ion 
has expressed an in tent ior1 t o  do thrwugh o the r  proposed ar-r~endments t o  t h e  
CNMl Cons t i t u t i on .  S l ~ c h  a p o l i c y  wou ld  be i m p r a c t i c a l  arid cos t l y .  The  
government  w o u l d  encounter g rea t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  commun ica t i ng  w i t h  t h e  
federa l  governmet i t  i n  Washinqton D.C. ; t h e  p lace  f r o m  whe re  a l l  t h e  
supplementa l  Commonwea l t h  funds f l n w .  

Even int-ra-conimon~+~ea1th, hl:l\l;l s ~ ~ ~ ~ l d  gc~vet-nrrient aqencies and etnpl i lyees 
f unc t i on  i f  t hey  a re  g i ven  a choice o f  w h i c h  o f f i c i a l  lanai lage L. - t o  ilse'? I f  one 
sgenl:!j uses Csro l i n i an  to  send r!ut ~::l:;rrespclndence sfid !he r e ~ e i v i n q  agency 
has erriplogees t h a t  do r lot  understar id !Rai language, i t  ;i!~ist i?at,!e !!!e 
rnessaqe ! ransl  st-ed in?.c~ Charnor'l:~ ~;lr E ~ n I i s h .  T h ~ l s  XI ~ M [ ! ! O : J F ~  -.iv'l:I be 
t-e~;uired t a  de4.,;ote s;l;ne i~i V~js w o r k  t i m e  t o  transli j t i l :~r;. :.n a:]ditii:in, fi t-he 
! ransact ion requ i res  a response! t-hat response ;r;lill be de1~t:eG - 22 - 1 3 ~ .  t- ime i t  
t-akes f o r  !he t.r-ansist-il:lr1. Fut-t-herml:lre fc~t- e!:iet-lj i:orrlrilUr;lC,?ilrlr~ t-here w i l l  
tre s t  1eer;t- iwc, pie!::es of paper- tflat- ~ 3 r d  !he t-t-~in:q, essi.;rr-li!;q tk~at-  t-he 

. . 

t r 3 n I:, i s ?. ; o 1-1 sf< a s a c: c: 1.1 r a i e 



The corr1rnent.s contained here in are no t  o f  a lega l  bu t  more  111 a prsctil:al, 
common sense na ture  in tended t o  expose the  p i t f a l l s  u f  what may appear, a t  
f i r s t  glance, t o  be s proposal w i t h  m i n o r  consequences. You have asked f o r  
my  comments and I have endeavclured t o  make thern as fac tua l  as possible.  
A; always,, ycu are the e lec ted  deleqat-es and sholrld do wha t  your  conscience 
d i c t a t e s  i s  i n  the bes t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i h e  Commonweal th  arid i t s  peuple. 

Deputy Chief  Legal Counsel 


