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rights of the criminal. Such a travesty of justice 
should be allowed to be remedied by a court of law. 

Your Committee is concerned over the possibly huge 
liability the government could incur if it was to provide 
restitution to victims. Since the government did not 
commit the crime, it should not be held responsible. The 
perpertrator of the crime should be responsible. 

Your Committee accepted substitute language for a 
proposal to cover victims of crime, which is based on a 
model from the state of Michigan. While the Committee 
recognizes the capability and authority of the Legislature 
to further specify the particulars of a crime victims 
model legislation, the provision of a section in the 
Constitution guaranteeing the rights of crime victims 
would strengthen the applicability ~f the law. 

Delegate Proposals 

Your Committee carefull:; ccnsifiered Delegate 
Proposals Nos. 36-85 and 1 2 2 - 2 5  ?.?zling with the rights 
of victims of crime and a c r ~ e ? .  with their basic intent of 
providing restitution to t h , ~  victii-s. The Committee 
sought to exclude the government from liability, however, 
placing the burden of restitution upon the criminal, not 
the government. The government, in the Committee's opinion, 
is in no financial state to provide for their type of 
compensation. 
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The placing of a new subsection under Section 4, Article 
I would secure the rights of victims of crime, while allowing 
the Legislature to arrive at comprehensive legislation based 
on a crime victims model legislation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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~ h a i h n  
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. S 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To add a new Sec t ion  t o  A r t i c l e  I o f  t he  Nor thern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e l a t i n g  t o  V i c t ims  o f  Crime. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuan t  t o  Sec t ion  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  the  Nor thern  Mariana I s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  the  Nor thern  Mariana Is lands  i s  aniended 
as f o l l o w s :  

1 I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a new Sec t ion  t o  A r t i c l e  I i s  added t o  read: 
# 

2 -  "Sect i o n  : V i c t ims  o f  Crime. he r i g h t  o f  the  people t o  be 

3 secure i n  t h e i r  persons, houses, and be longings a g a i n s t  c r ime s h a l l  be 

9 

10 

1 1  

12 . 

13 

14 

15 Committee on Personel R igh t s  and Natu ra l  Resources 










