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Your Committee on Governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t h a t  
t h e  Convent ion  d e l e g a t e s ,  mee t i ng  i n  Committee o f  t h e  Whole, adopt  
t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  s p e c i f y i n g  
t h e  maximum number o f  days t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  t o  meet i n  r e g u l a r  
and o t h e r  s e s s i o n s .  

Your Commi t tee 's  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  members and commi t tees  more t i m e  t o  
c o n s i d e r  m a t t e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and w i l l  improve 
t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  government.  The recommended amendment w i l l  
a s s u r e  a  more w o r t h y  s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  government f unds  and r e s t r i c t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e l a y  and pos tpone a c t i o n  on  b i l l s  pend ing  i n  
e i t h e r  house. 

Your Committee d i d  n o t  ag ree  w i t h  t h e  ph rase  "con t i nuous  
days" b u t  b e l i e v e s  t h e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  ph rase  s h o u l d  be 
" c o n s e c u t i v e  days" and recommends i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  c l a r i f y  
t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  language s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  amendment. 

De lega te  P r o p o s a l s :  The d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  
Committee w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d u r a t i o n  o f  s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a r e  D e l e g a t e  P roposa l  Nos. 46-85,  9-85,  and 248-85. Your 
Commi t tee 's  recommendation f o r  a d o p t i o n  c a r r i e s  t h e  f u l l  i n t e n t  
o f  t hese  d e l e g a t e  p r o p o s a l s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  y o u r  Committee s t r o n g l y  urges  t h a t  a l l  Convent ion  
d e l e g a t e s  g i v e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h i s  recommended c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
amendment . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

V ice-Cha i  rman 

Member 

Member Member . 

De lega te  "P;Ionza/ l g i  domar 



SECOND NORTHERN llARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 34 - ~ 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Section 13 of Article I1 of the Northern Marianas 
Constitution relating to sessions. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution 
and Public Law No. 4-30, the Constitution of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended as follows: 

I. Effective upon ratification, Section 13 of Article I1 

is amended to read: 

"Section 13: Sessions. The legislature shall meet 

for organizational purposes on the second Monday of 

January in the year following the regular general election 

at which members of the legislature are elected and shall 

be a continuous body for the two years between these 

organizational meetings. Each house shall meet in regular 

sessions for no more than ninety days each year, sixty days 

before April 1 and thirty days after July 31 of each 

calendar year, and may be convened at other times for not 

more than ten consecutive days upon request by its 

presiding officer or by the governor. When meeting 

pursuant to a call by the governor, the legislature shall 

consider only those subjects described in the call." 

PASSED SECOND AND FINAL READING ON JULY 16, 1985 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1385 COMMITTEE REC,OMMENDATION NO.  -- 5 2  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  A r t i c l e  I1 of  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e s s i o n s .  

BE IT  ADOP'TED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l  l l o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  the  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
as f o l l o w s :  

1 I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  A r t i c l e  I1 o f  t h e  

2 N o r t h e r n  M a r i a n a s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  h e r e b y  amended t o  r e a d  a s  

3 f o l l o w s :  

4 " S e c t i o n  13:  S e s s i o n s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  meet f o r  

5 o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  on t h e  s econd  Monday of  J a n u a r y  i n  t h e  

6 y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  which members 

7 of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e l e c t e d  and  s h a l l  b e  a c o n t i n u o u s  body 

8 f o r  t h e  two y e a r s  be tween  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s .  

9 Each h o u s e  s h a l l  meet i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  f o r  no more t h a n  

n i n e t y  d a y s  e a c h  y e a r ,  s i x t y  d a y s  b e f o r e  A p r i l  1 and  t h i r t y  

d a y s  a f t e r  J u l y  3 1  o f  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  y e a r ,  a n d  may b e  convened 

a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  t e n  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  upon 

r e q u e s t  by i t s  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  by t h e  g o v e r n o r .  When 

m e e t i n g  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  c a l l  by t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  o n l y  t h o s e  s u b j e c t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c a l l . "  

Adopted,  a s  amended, by t h e  Committee o f  t h e  Whole a n d  by 
t h e  Convent ion  on J u l y  1 5 ,  1985 .  



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CON,STlTUTlONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 52 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  sess ions .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub1 i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t he .Nor the rn  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
as f o l l o w s :  

I '  

1 I .  E f f e c t i v e  ubon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  13 o f  A r t i c l e  I I o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas 

2 C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  hereby amended t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

3 "Sec t i on  1 3 : '  Sess ions.  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  meet f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

4 purposes on t h e  second Monday o f  January i n  t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  

5 genera l  e l e c t i o n  a t  wh ich  members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  e l e c t e d  and s h a l l  

6 be a  c o n t i n u o u s  body f o r  t h e  two y e a r s  between these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

7 meet ings .  Each house s h a l l  meet i n  r e g u l a r  sess ions  f o r  no more than  

8 f o r t y - f . i v e  c o n s e c u t i v e  days each y e a r  and may be convened a t  o t h e r  t imes  

9 f o r  n o t  more than t e n  c o n s e c u t i v e  days upon reques t  by i t s  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

10 o r  by t h e  gove rno r .  When mee t ing  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  c a l l  by t h e  gove rno r ,  t h e  

1 1  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  o n l y  those  s u b j e c t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c a l l . ' '  

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS 


