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Subject :  Committee Recommendation No. 

Lorenzo I. Delwn Guerrero 

s 6  
~ l o n z o  lgisomar 
b v l d  L. l g l t o l  
R l ta  H. lnos 
Benusto R. Kalpat 

The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t o  
Estevan n.  Klng the Convention adopt ion o f  the a t tached c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amend- 
Luis M. Limes 
k s u s  P. Hafnar 

men< wi t h  respect  t o  the  At to rney  General . 
Paul A. Nanslona 
J- M. k n d l o l a  
A ~ I C C ~ O  H. nwdo The Committee concluded t h a t  an appointed At to rney  General 
F ~ I  ic idad T. 9 w r o  i s  f a r  more p r a c t i c a l  as compared t o  an e l e c t i v e  one. An 
Url 1. Reyes 
Jaaquln A. Tenor 10 appointed At to rney  General i s  considered by the  Committee t o  be 
Francisco Tanokane the bes t  a v a i l a b l e  way o f  o b t a i n i n g  the  most q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  
Yi I I l r  S. Torres 
Rilon G .  Yl l lagomz 
I g ~ c i o  VI I lanucvs The Committee f e l t  t h a t  the At to rney  General should be g iven 

as much f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  making h i s  p ro fess iona l  judgement on 
mat ters p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  enforcement o f  laws i n  the  Commonwealth. 
Also i t  i s  necessary t h a t  there  be provided a s t r i c t  s t r u c t u r e  
procedure f o r  the  process o f  h i s  removal from o f f i c e .  

Delegate Proposals: 

The Commi t tee  cons i dered Delegate Proposa 1 s Nos. 28-85, 
34-85, 105-85, 1 16-85, and 138-85. 

The Committee s t r o n g l y  urges a l l  Convention delegates t o  
support t h i s  Committee recommendation. 

Respectful  l y  submi t t e d ,  

Delegate Jesus P .  Mafnas 
Cha i rman Vice-chairman 

Mernbe r Membe r 

LAC++ 
Delegate v & z o / ( g i  
Membe r I 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, I985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 5 6  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Sect ion 11 o f  A r t i c l e  I 1 1  o f  t he  Northern Marianas 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  At to rney General. 

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant t o  Sect ion 5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  the Cornn~>nwealth 
o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Pub1 i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Comnonwealth o f  the  Northern Mariana Is lands i s  amended 
t o  read as fo l l ows :  

1 ~ i f e c t i v k  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Sect ion 11 o f  A r t i c l e  I 1 1  i s  amended 

2 t o  read: 

3 Sect ion 11: At torney General. The governor s h a l l  appoint  an 

4 At torney General w i t h  the  advice and consent o f  t he  Senate. The 

5 

6 At to rney General s h a l l  be a res iden t  and a d o m i c i l i a r y  of t he  

7 :.. Commonwealth o f  t he  Northern Mariana Is lands f o r  a t  l e a s t  th ree ( 3 )  

8 years immediately preceding the  date  on which the  At to rney General 

9 i s  confirmed. The At torney General s h a l l  be responsib le f o r  p rov id ing  

10 l e g a l  advice t o  the  governor and execut ive departments, represent ing 

1 1  t he  Commonwealth i n  a l l  l ega l  mdtters, and prosecut ing v i o l a t i o n s  

12 o f  Commonweal t h  law. T-y tienera-or 

c a w  and by thP ~f ff 13 o f 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS 



SECOND IJORTHERN MAR I ANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1385 

PROPOSED FLOOR AMENDMENT-TO 
C0,WIITTEE .,$ECOMMENDATION NQ. 56 - 

, -- -- - .. . - . 

- - . . . . 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENUMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  I1 o f  Ar t ic le  111 o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
Mar ianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  C e n e r a l .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENIIOIJ: 

Upon r a t  i f i c a t  i on  pursuant  t o  Sect i o n  5 o f  A r t  i c l e  X V  I I I o r  t l ~ e  LUIII~IIO~IL.I(~~I I I I t  

o f  the Northern Mariana Is lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 11-30. ( 1 1 1 ~  

Coris t i t u t  ion o f  the Co~ni~onweal t h  o f  the N o r t l ~ e r ~ l  M ~ r i a r l a  I s  l a ~ ~ d s  i s  ~ I I I I ~ . ~ I ( I ~ * ~ ~  
as f o l l o w s :  

I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  11 o  l e  I11 i s  amended 

t o  r e a d :  

U 
" S e c t i o n  11: A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  The y & r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  

a n  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  wi th .  t h e  a d v i c e  and n s e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .  f 
The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  be  a  r e s i d  t and a d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  Y' 
t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  M a  i a n a  I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  J 
t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y p r e c e  i n g t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  A t t o r n e y  P 
G e n e r a l  i s  c o n f i r m e d .  'The A t t  r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  be t h e  A t t o r n e y  f 
f o r  t h e  Commonwealth. T,egal c o u n s e l  o r  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  / 
t h e  Commonwealth o r  r e t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  

p r i o r  c o n s e n t  o f  F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n ,  Commonwealt e x c l u d e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  7' 
b r a n c h e s  and i n c l u  e s  a l l  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s ,  p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  4 

o f  Cl le  Commonwealth government .  The A t t o r n e y  
A 

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  A 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Commonweal'th / 
i n  a l l  l a g g  m a t t e r s ,  and p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  Commonwwealth 

J l a w .  The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  may b e  removed o n l y  f o r  c a u s e  and by 

t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  members o f  e a c h  house  o f  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Date: O f f e r e d  by: D e l e g a t e  Lorenzo I .  G u e r r e r o  


