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Subiect : Committee Recommendation No. 5-f 

The Committee on Governmental Institutions 
recommends that the Convention, meeting as the Committee 
of the Whole, adopt the attached constitutional amend- 
ment with respect to establishment of an Office of 
Special Assistant for Women's Affairs. 

The Committee conducted a public hearing on Delegate 
Proposal 121-85, received favorable testimony, and 
amended the proposal to reflect the recommendations and 
concerns expressed by the witnesses. 

In recommending adoption, the Committee wishes to 
point out that the Constitution already provides to 
women of the Northern Marianas a right to equal protec- 
tion under the law. In this respect, the Northern 
Marianas is far ahead of many societies and governmental 
entities in recognizing the rights of women. 

However, unlike most states and the federal govern- 
ment, the Northern Marianas lacks the legal and adminis- 
trative mechanisms to insure that the rights and 
interests of women as recognized by Article I, Section 
6, are promoted and protected. The intent and purpose 
of this recommended amendment, therefore, is to provide 
those legal and administrative mechanisms. By esta- 
blishing these mechanisms through the Constitution, the 
Northern Marianas will not only join the federal family 
of states in mandating affirmative action for women, 
but, more importantly, it will stand proud among the 
nations of the world in that it will have done this 
through constitutional provision rather than merely 
through statute. 



Committee Recommer. 
Page 2 

Delesate Proposal (s) : 

The Committee considered Delegate Proposal 121-85; it was 
the only proposal referred to the Committee regarding this 
matter. The Committee recommendation conforms fully with the 
intent of that proposal. Therefore, the Committee strongly 
urges all of the Convention delegates to support the attached 
recommended constitutional amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Delegate Jesus P. 
Chairman Vice-chairman 

g,- 
-Cl L 

Member 

Delegate David M. Cing 
Member 
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Sub jec t :  Committee Recommendation No. 5 . .  

The Committee on Governmental I n s t i t u t i o n s  
recommends t h a t  t h e  Convention,  meeting a s  t h e  Committee 
of t h e  Whole, adopt  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amend- 
ment wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an O f f i c e  of 
S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Women's A f f a i r s .  

The Committee conducted a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on Delega te  
Proposa l  121-85, r ece ived  f avo rab le  t es t imony,  and 
amended t h e  p roposa l  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  recommendations and 
concerns  expressed  by t h e  w i t n e s s e s .  

I n  recommending adop t ion ,  t h e  Committee wishes  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a l r e a d y  p rov ides  t o  
women of t h e  Northern Marianas a  r i g h t  t o  equa l  p r o t e c -  
t i o n  under t h e  l a w .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  Northern 
Marianas i s  f a r  ahead of many s o c i e t i e s  and governmental  
e n t i t i e s  i n  r ecogn iz ing  t h e  r i g h t s  of  women. 

However, u n l i k e  most s t a t e s  and t h e  f e d e r a l  govern- 
ment, t h e  Northern Marianas l a c k s  t h e  l e g a l  and adminis-  
t r a t i v e  mechanisms t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  and 
i n t e r e s t s  of women a s  recognized  by A r t i c l e  I ,  Sec t ion  
6 ,  a r e  promoted and p r o t e c t e d .  The i n t e n t  and purpose 
of t h i s  recommended amendment, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t o  p rov ide  
those  l e g a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  mechanisms. By e s t a -  
b l i s h i n g  t h e s e  mechanisms through t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  
Northern Marianas w i l l  n o t  on ly  j o i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  fami ly  
of s t a t e s  i n  mandating a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  f o r  women, 
b u t ,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  it w i l l  s t a n d  proud among t h e  
n a t i o n s  of  t h e  world i n  t h a t  it w i l l  have done t h i s  
through c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  r a t h e r  t han  merely 
through s t a t u t e .  
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The Committee considered Delegate Proposal 121-85; it was 
the only proposal referred to the Committee regarding this 
matter. The Committee recommendation conforms fully with the 
intent of that proposal. Therefore, the Committee strongly 
urges all of the Convention delegates to support the attached 
recommended constitutional amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

&-17 7, 
Delegate Jesus P. 

Chairman Vice-chairman 

Member 

Delegate David M. Cing 
Member 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 5? 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend Article I11 of the Northern Marianas Constitution 
regarding Women's Affairs. 

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL ..'ONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuan t  t o  Sec t ion  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  the Commonwealth 
o f  the Nor thern  Mariana I s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Commonwealth o f  the Nor thern  Mariana Is lands  i s  amended 
as f o l  lows: 

I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Article 111 is amended to add a new 

section to read: 

"Sect ion . Special Assistant for Women's Affairs. 

a) There is hereby established an Office of 

Special Assistant to the Governor for Women's Affairs. 

The Governor shall appoint a person, who is qualified by 

virtue of education and experience, to be the Special 

Assistant. The Special Assistant may be removed only for 

good cause. 

b) It is the responsibility and duty of the 

Special Assistant to establish and enforce a policy of 

affirmative action in the government and private sector 

to help women to achieve social, political and economic 

parity. The Special Assistant shall promote the rights 

and interests of women, assist agencies of government and 

private organizations to plan and implement programs and 

services for women, monitor compliance of laws and 

regulations by government agencies and private organizations, 

organize community education strategies regarding the rights 

and role of women, and recommend to the Legislature for 

consideration legislation of benefit to women. 
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II 1 c) The Special Assistant is empowered to 
! ,: 
/ , '  
! 3 ;  2 hire staff and to promulgate rules and regulations in 
! : 

3 carrying out her responsibilities and duties. i :  
d) The Governor shall include in the budget 

I ..I . 
5 of the Executive branch the funding necessary to fully I I 

implement the provisions of this Section. In the event 

the Special Assistant determines that the Governor's 

budget allocation to the Office fails to meet the 

requirements of the Office, the Special Assistant may 

submit a request to the Legislature for additional funding." 

Committee on Governmental Institutions 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 55% 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  I11 of  t h e  Nor the rn  Mar ianas  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  Women's A f f a i r s .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  Sec t i on  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I l  o f  the  Commonwealth 
o f  the Nor thern  Mariana l s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Commonwealth o f  the Nor thern  Mariana I s l ands  i s  amended 
as f o l  lows: 

I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  111 i s  amended t o  add a  new 

s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  . S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  Women's A f f a i r s .  

a )  There  i s  he reby  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  O f f i c e  of 

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Governor f o r  Women's A f f a i r s .  

The Governor s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a p e r s o n ,  who i s  q u a l i f i e d  by 

v i r t u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  be  t h e  S p e c i a l  

A s s i s t a n t .  The S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  may be  removed o n l y  f o r  

good c a u s e .  

b )  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and d u t y  of t h e  

S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and e n f o r c e  a  p o l i c y  of  

a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  government  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  

t o  h e l p  women t o  a c h i e v e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 

p a r i t y .  The S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  promote t h e  r i g h t s  

and i n t e r e s t s  of  women, ass is t  a g e n c i e s  of  government and 

p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p l a n  and implement programs and 

s e r v i c e s  f o r  women, m o n i t o r  compl iance  of l a w s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  by government  a g e n c i e s  and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

o r g a n i z e  community e d u c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  

and r o l e  of  women, and recommend t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  of  b e n e f i t  t o  women. 
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1 c) The Special Assistant is empowered to 

2 hire staff and to promulgate rules and regulations in 

3 carrying out her responsibilities and duties. 

d) The Governor shall include in the budget 

of the Executive branch the funding necessary to fully 

1 '  6 implement the provisions of this Section. In the event 

the Special Assistant determines that the Governor's 

budget allocation to the Office fails to meet the 

requirements of the Office, the Special Assistant may 

: I  10 submit a request to the Legislature for additional funding." 

Committee on Governmental Institutions 


