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REPORT TO THE CONVENTION BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Sub jec t  : C o m i  t t e e  Recorrunenda t i o n  No. 04 

Your Committee on Personal  R i g h t s  and N a t u r a l  Resources 
recommends tha t t h e  Convent i o n  adop t  the a t  tached purposed 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. 

I n  recommending the  proposed amendment (CR No. 6 ;Z ) the '  
C o m i  t t e e  rev iewed De lega te  Proposa l  No. 298-85 wh ich  was t h e  
o n l y  p roposa l  r e f e r r e d  t o  the Committee w h i c h  addressed t h e  
issued o f  permanent res idency  i n  the  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
Har iana I s l a n d s .  

Your Committee n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  makes t h i s  
proposa l  o f  permanent res idency  requ i rement  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  
Th is  assumes t h a t  permanent r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas 
can count  toward t h e  res idency  requ i rements  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  
law as a  requ i rement  f o r  a  pe rson  t o  become a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
c i t i z e n ;  b u t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be remembered t h a t  such permanent r e s i d e n c e  
w i l l  coun t  o n l y  f o r  persons who a r e  " immediate r e l a t i v e s "  and who 
come under  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  subsec t  i on  ( c )  o f  S e c t i o n  506 o f  t h e  
Covenant . 

The p r e r e q u i  s i  t e s  f o r  g r a n t i n g  permanent r e s i d e n c y  s t a t u s  
c o u l d  be  used as one aspect  w i t h  respec t  t o  an a l i e n  who e n t e r  
under l o c a l  law r a t h e r  than a p p l i c a b l e  f e d e r a l  law. The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  sha l  1 e s t a b l i s h  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a s  t h a t  wou ld  s e t  
requ i rements  f o r  a l i e n s  t o  become a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
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Despite the increase number o f  a1 iens i n  the Northern Marianas, 
the Committee f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  amendment w i t h  respect t o  Delegate 
Proposal No. 298-85 be adopted by the Convention. 

Respectful l y  submitted. 
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De 1 egate Es t e v e v K Y ' g /  
Cha i rman LC--- 

~ e r e d t e  Joaquin A. Tenorio 

Delegat# Aniceto H. Mundo, Member 

Delegate Ramon C .  V i l  lagomez 



SECOND N0,RTHERN MAR I ANAS 
.:. . , 

,, CO~~STITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 
. . 
T..' , . 
. . . . ' ,  

COHHITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. & 

A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AHENOMENT 

To add a  new Sect i o n  ( a ) .  ( b ) ,  and ( c )  t o  A r t i c l e  I o f  the N o r t h e r n  
Marianas Const i t u t i o n  t o  sa fegua rd  a g a i n s t  rampart a l  i e n a t  i o n  o f  the 
Connlonrrealth o f  the  No r the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t he  Conr~r~nweal th  
o f  the No r the rn  Mariana I s l ands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  C o m n w e a l t h  o f  the N o r t h e r n  Ha r iana  I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
as  f o l l o w s :  

I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  I i s  amended t o  add a  new S e c t i o n  

(a) ,  ( b ) ,  and ( c )  t o  read: 

"Sec t i on  : Permanent Residency i n  the  Cormlonweal t h  

o f  t he  No r the rn  Ha r iana  I s l ands .  T h e l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e ,  

w i t h i n  s i x  (6) m0nth.s o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  a  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n ,  a  

sys tem o f  quo ta  and p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t he  purpose o f  g r a n t i n g  permanent 

res idence  s t a t u s  t o  any person who i s  an a l i e n .  

" (a)  The p r e r e q u i s i  t es  f o r  g r a n t i n g  pernmnent res idence 

s t a t u s  t o  a l i e n s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c r l  t e r i a :  

" ( I )  good moral c h a r a c t e r  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t he  A t t o r n e y  

General  ; 

" (2 )  adherence t o  t he  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

and Comnonweal th o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  Ha r iana  I s l a n d s  

.\ C o n s t i t u t i o n s ;  

"(3) knowledge o f  t h e  fundamentals o f  C o m n w e a l t h  o f  

t h e  No r the rn  Marianas h i s t o r y ;  and 

"(4) a c t u a l  r e s i d e n t  of the CNHl for a t  l e a s t  seven (7) 

y e a r s  immediately p r i o r  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

permanen t r e s i d e n c e  s t a t u s .  

" (b)  A l i e n s  s h a l  l mean any person n o t  a  c i t i z e n  o f  t he  T r u s t  
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T e r r i t o r y  o r  n o t  a c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

" ( c )  No employment c o n t r a c t ,  non res  i d e n t  employment agreement , 

e n t r y  p e r m i t  o r  t h e  p resence o f  a n  a l i e n  i n  t he  Cormonweal th o f  t he  

N o r t h e r n  Ma r i ana  I s l a n d s  s h a l l  be grounds f o r  g r a n t i n g  pernianent 

r e s i d e n c e  s t a t u s  e x c e p t  a pe rson  w i t h  an  ' immed ia te  r e l a t i v e '  i n  t h e  

Comr~onweal th  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Ma r i ana  I s l a n d s  as d e f i n e d  i n  

S e c t i o n  506(c), A r t i c l e  V o f  t he  Covenant. ' '  

COHfllTTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONST l TUT IONAL CONVENT i ON, 1985 

COMMITTEE SUBSTiTUTE 
COHHI TTEE RECOMMENDAT ION NO. 62 

A PROPOSED CONSTiTUTiONAL MENDHEHT 

To add a new Sect lon 5 ( d )  t o  A r t i c l e  l ! o f  the Nor thern Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  safeguard aga ins t  rampant a l l e n a t l o n  o f  the Comnonwealth o f  the Nor thern 
Hariana Is lands .  

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pursuant  t o  Sect,ion 5 o f  A r t l c l e  X V I I  I o f  the C o m n w e a l t h  
o f  the Nor thern  Mariana l s iands  C o n s t l t u t l o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 

r 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Comnonwealth o f  the Nor thern Hariana ls iands i s  amended 
as f o i l o w s :  

i 1 .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n .  A r t i c l e  I' i s  amended t o  add.a new Sect lon 

2 5 (d) t o  read: 

3 "Sect ion 5 :  Permanent Residency i n  the Comnwea i  t h  o f  the Nor thern 

4 Har lana i s lands .  

5 "(d) The l e g i s l a t u r e  shai l enact  no law which increases the c l a s s  

6 o f  nona i iens  except as t o  those persons de f ined  i n  the Covenant Sect ion 

7 506 (c) . " 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOflMENDATION NO. 62 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDHENT 

To add a  new Sec t i on  5 ( d )  t o  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t he  N o r t h e r n  Marianas C o n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  s a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  rampant a l i e n a t i o n  o f  the  Comnonwealth o f  t he  No r the rn  
H a r i a n a  I s l a n d s .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  the Cormonwealth 
o f  the  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Comnonwealth_of t he  N o r t h e r n  H a r i a n a  I s l ands  i s  ananded 
as f o l l o w s :  - 

I I. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  I I  i s  amended t o  add a  new Sec t i on  

2 S(d)  t o  read:  

3  " S e c t i o n  5: Permanent Res idency i n  t h e  C m n w e a l t h  o f  t he  No r the rn  

4 H a r i a n a  I s l a n d s .  

5  (d)  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l  l enact  no law wh ich  i nc reases  the 

6 c l a s s  o f  nona l  i ens  except  as  t o  those persons d e f i n e d  I n  t he  

7  Covenant Sect i o n  SO6 ( c )  . " 
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12 Adopted a s  amended by t h e  Colmlri t t e e  o f  the  Whole and Convent ion on J u l y  17. 1985 
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