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S u b j e c t :  Commit tee Recommendation NO. 5 6  
The Commit tee on  Governmenta l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  recommends t o  

t h e  Conven t i on  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amend- 
ment w i  t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  Gene ra l .  

The Commit tee c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  an a p p o i n t e d  A t t o r n e y  Genera l  
i s  f a r  more p r a c t i c a l  a s  compared t o  an e l e c t i v e  one. An 
a p p o i n t e d  A t t o r n e y  Genera l  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  Commit tee t o  be 
t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  way o f  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  most  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  

The Commit tee f e l t  t h a t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  Genera l  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  
as much f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  mak ing  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  judgement  o n  
m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  laws i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 
A l s o  i t  i s  necessa ry  t h a t  t h e r e  be p r o v i d e d  a s t r i c t  s t r u c t u r e  
p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  h i s  removal  f r o m  o f f i c e .  

D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s :  

The Commi t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  D e l e g a t e  P r o p o s a l s  Nos. 28-85, 
34-85,  105-85, 1 16-85,  and 138-85.  

The Commit tee s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  a l l  C o n v e n t i o n  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  Commit tee recommendat ion.  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

D e l e g a t e  Jesus  P. Mafnas 
Cha i rman V i ce -Cha i  rman 

Membe r Member 

D e l e g a t e  
Member 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  11 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  

BE I T  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  
t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
a n d  P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  i s  amended a s  f o l l o w s :  

I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  11 o f  ~ r t i c l e  I11 

i s  amended t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  11: A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  

a p p o i n t  a n  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  a n d  c o n s e n t  

o f  t h e  S e n a t e .  The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  a  r e s i d e n t  

and  a  d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

Mar i ana  I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  immed ia t e ly  

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on which  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  i s  

c o n f i r m e d .  The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  p r o v i d i n g  l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and  e x e c u t i v e  

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Commonwealth i n  a l l  l e g a l  

m a t t e r s ,  and  p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  Commonwealth l a w . "  

PASSED SECOND AND FINAL READING ON JULY 1 8 ,  1985  



S E C O N D  NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMM l TTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 56  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  11 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar i anas  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE S E C O N D  CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  i s  amended 
as f o l l o w s :  

1 I .  E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  11 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 i s  amended 

2 t o  r e a d :  

3 S e c t i o n  11: A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  

4 an  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .  

5 The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a 1 , s h a l l  b e  a  r e s i d e n t  and a  d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  

6 Commonwealth of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana  I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

7 ( 3 )  y e a r s  immedia t e ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  A t t o r n e y  

8 G e n e r a l  i s  conf i rmed .  The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

9 f o r  p r o v i d i n g  l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  gove rnor  and e x e c u t i v e  

10 d e p a r t m e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Commonwealth i n  a l l  l e g a l  m a t t e r s ,  

1 1  and p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  Commonwealth law.  

19 Adopted ,  a s  amended, by t h e  Comni t t ee  o f  t h e  Whole and  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n  on J u l y  1 7 ,  1985.  

2 0 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, I985  COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. s6 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend S e c t i o n  11 o f  A r t i c l e  I11 o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar ianas 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e 1  a t i v e  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  General  . 

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V l l l  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 
o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana I s l a n d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and P u b l i c  Law No. 4-30, t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mar iana l s l a n d s  i s  amended 
t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

1 E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  11 o f  A r t i c l e  I 1 1  i s  amended 

t o  read :  

3 S e c t i o n  11: A t t o r n e y  General .  The governor  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  an 

4 A t t o r n e y  General w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and consent  o f  t h e  Senate. The 

A t t o r n e y  General s h a l l  be a  r e s i d e n t  and a  d o m i c i l i a r y  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth o f  t h e  Nor the rn  Mar iana I s l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  da te  on which t h e  A t t o r n e y  General 

i s  conf i rmed. The A t t o r n e y  General  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  

l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  g w e r n o r  and e x e c u t i v e  departments,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

t h e  Commonwealth i n  a l l  l e g a l  m a t t e r s ,  and p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  

o f  Commonwealth law.  The A t t o r n e y  General may be removed o n l y  f o r  

cause and b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  mernbers o f  

each house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS 


