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Franc1 sco Tornobne Your Committees find a compelling need to retain the 
Y i  I l ia S. Torres 
~ a r n  G. villagomez Constitutional provisions for the Marianas Public Land 
Ignacio vlllanueva Corporation. While a public hearing brought out a myriad 

of complaints with MPLC's operations, its basic intents 
and purposes demand the retention of the public corpora- 
tion as the primary institution for managing public land. 

Article XI, Section 4 (f) already provides for the 
possible dissolution of the Corporation by the Legislature 
in a couple of years. At this time, your Committee would 
prefer to see, instead of abolishment, a better public 
understanding of how MPLC functions. This would include 
more systematic reporting, review and approval of its 
budget by the legislature, a smaller Board of Directors, 
and clearer statements of its fundamental policies. 

Delegate Proposals: 

Your Committee synthesized the concerns of Delegate 
Proposals Nos. 3-85, 56-85, 64-85, 129-85, 156-85, 
169-85, 258-85, and 306-85 which address the MPLC into 
the attached draft Joint Committee amendment for the 
Convention as a Whole to adopt. The draft amendment 
attempts to streamline the Board of Directors, while 
increasing public scrutiny of MPLC by adding more 
controls through the budget process. 

Your Committee would reduce the number of members 
from its current nine (9) to five (5) . The five (5) would 
have one(1) member each representing Senatorial Districts 
I, 11, and 111, one of Carolinian descent and one a women. 
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The members would s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s ,  two ( 2 )  f o r  
two-year ( 2 )  terms, and t h r e e  ( 3 )  f o r  four -year  ( 4 )  terms. 
N o  members of  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  shou ld  be  p a i d  f u l l - t i m e .  

The d r a f t  p r o p o s a l  would t r a n s f e r  t h e  Land and Survey 
D i v i s i o n  from t h e  Department o f  N a t u r a l  Resources  t o  MPLC. 

Under t h e  Committees '  recommendation, t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
would rev iew and concur  MPLC's annua l  budge t ,  b u t  cou ld  n o t  
modify it d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  it i s  i n  e f f e c t .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  - 

~n chairman 
\ 

D e y e a t e  Joaqu in  A .  Tenor io  De lega t e  J e s u s  P. Mafnas 
~ i & - % a i r m a n  , Vice-chairman 

4 
~eleg&'(A?di!cet6 H.  do 
Member 

- 
Delega te  Ramon G .  Vil lagomez e n i s t o  R .  Ka ipa t  
Member 

Delega te  Kar l  
Member 

Member 

~ e l e g a t e p l o n z p  a$ i somar  
Y 

Member I ' 



PROPOSED FLOOR AMENDMENT TO CR NO. 60 -- MARIANAS PUBLIC LAND CORPORATION 

1 .  On page 5, 1 i ne  4, d e l e t e  the  words "review and concurrence'' and 
i n s e r t  the  words " i n fo rma t ion  purpose on ly "  i n  1 i e u  thereof .  

2. Page 5, l i n e s  4 t h r u  15, d e l e t e  the  r e s t  o f  the  t e x t  o f  the 
proposal beginning w i t h  the  words " F a i l u r e  o f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  
. . . i s  i n  e f f e c t . "  

Date: 7Hgd.f - 
Offered by: cE'!--- 

Dele@e Jaaquin A. Tenorio 
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The members would s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s ,  t w o  ( 2 )  f o r  
two-year  ( 2 )  terms, and  t h r e e  ( 3 )  f o r  f o u r - y e a r  ( 4 )  t e r m s .  
No members o f  t h e  Board o f  Directors s h o u l d  be p a i d  f u l l - t i m e .  

The d r a f t  p r o p o s a l  would t r a n s f e r  t h e  Land a n d  Survey  
D i v i s i o n  f rom t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  MPLC. 

Under t h e  Commi t t ees '  recommendat ion,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
would r e v i e w  and  c o n c u r  MPLC's a n n u a l  b u d g e t ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  
modi fy  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  i t  i s  i n  e f f e c t .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  
. 7 

Chairman // Chairman 
1 

a t e  J o a q u i n  A .  T e n o r i o  D e l e g a t e  J e s u s  P. Mafnas 
Vice-cha i rman 

1 
~eleg&b'(ANi\cet6 H. ~ 3 h d o  
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Member g 
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PROPOSED FLOOR AMENDMENT TO CR NO. 60 -- MARIANAS PUBLIC LAND CORPORATION 

1 .  On page 5, l i n e  4, d e l e t e  t h e  words " rev iew and concurrence" and 
i n s e r t  t h e  words " i n f o r m a t i o n  purpose on l y "  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f .  

2. Page 5, l i n e s  4  t h r u  15, d e l e t e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  
proposal  beg inn ing  w i t h  t h e  words " F a i l u r e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
. . . i s  i n  e f f e c t . ' '  

Date: 7/?l-YF.f Of fe red  by:  
D e l e F e  J O S Q ~  i n A. Tenor i o 



SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONST l TUT l ONAL CONVENT I ON, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDAT l ON NO. 6 d  

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  X I ,  S e c t i o n s  4 and 5 r e l a t i v e s  t o  t h e  Mar ianas  
P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

BE IT  ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon r a t i f i c a t i o n  parsuan t  t o  Sec t ion  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X V I I I  o f  t he  Cornnionwealth 
o f  the  Nor thern  Har iana Is lands  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Publ i c  Law No. 4-30, the  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Cormonwealth o f  the Nor thern  Mariana Is lands  i s  amended 
as f o l l ows :  

1 1 .  ~ f f ~ c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  4 of A r t i c l e  X I  i s  amended t o  r e a d :  

2 " S e c t i o n  4 .  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  There  

i s  he reby  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s ,  

a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  governor  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  of  

t h e  S e n a t e ,  who s h a l l  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  Commonwealth who a r e  

of  Nor the rn  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t .  

b)  One d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  be a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  

s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  one s h a l l  b e  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  second 

. ,. 1 1  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and t h r e e  s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  

, '  12 . t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ;  P r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  of  t h e  f i v e  
I 

13 d i r e c t o r s ,  a t  l e a s t  one  s h a l l  be a  woman and a t  l e a s t  one  

14 s h a l l  b e  a  pe r son  o f  C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t .  Each d i r e c t o r  

15 s h a l l  b e  a  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  a  

16 r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  

17 immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  d i r e c t o r  t a k e s  

18 o f f i c e ,  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t w o ( 2 )  y e a r s  management 
& , 7@50h  

19 e x p e r i e n c e  who h a s  n o t  been c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  crime c a r r y i n g  
4 

2 0 a  maximum s e n t e n c e  o f  imprisonment of  more t h a n  s i x  months,  

2 1 a  p e r s o n  who i s  a b l e  t o  speak Chamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  and 



C O M M I T T E E  RECOMMENDATION NO.  do 

:I ' 

1 a  p e r s o n  of Nor the rn  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t .  
, ., ' 

2 c )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  of  f o u r  
I 

I 3 y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  two of  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s  a p p o i n t e d  

I; 4 s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  of two y e a r s  and t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a 
,I 

5 t e r m  of  f o u r  y e a r s .  A d i r e c t o r  may n o t  h o l d  a  f u l l - t i m e  

,. 6 p a i d  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n .  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be  

I. .. 7 h e l d  t o  s t r ic t  s t a n d a r d s  of  f i d u c i a r y  c a r e .  

I ., ,8 d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have t h e  powers 
I 
:, : 9 a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  under  Commonwealth law and  

( 1  
' I ,  

1 0  s h a l l  a c t  o n l y  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

1 1  of  t h e  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s .  

1 2  e )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  make a n  a n n u a l  w r i t t e n  

I . 1 3  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of  t h e  Commonwealth d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

1 4  management of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  and t h e  n a t u r e  and e f f e c t  

1 5  of  t r a n s f e r s  of  i n t e r e s t s  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d  made d u r i n g  t h e  

,. , 16 p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  and d i s c l o s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  

! . , 
. , 17  d i r e c t o r s  i n  Commonwealth l a n d .  

f )  A f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been i n  e f f e c t  

! :  19 f o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  lnay be  d i s s o l v e d  
I I.. 

8 .  

+ ,  
2 0 and i t s  f u n c t i o n s  may be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

' I 
1 , I ,  I 

2 1 branch  of  government by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of  a  m a j o r i t y  
I ,  I 

'.I . I 
., . , 2 2 o f  t h e  members of e a c h  house of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  

. , 23 11. E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X I  i s  

. *  2 4 amended t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  5. Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  The Mar ianas  P u b l i c  

Page 2 



COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. b" 

1 Land C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  f o l l o w  c e r t a i n  fundamenta l  

2 p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  performance  of  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

3 a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  make a v a i l a b l e  some 

4 p o r t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  homestead program. A 

5 p e r s o n  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more t h a n  one a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 

6 one  v i l l a g e  homestead. A p e r s o n  may n o t  r e c e i v e  a  f r e e -  

h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  homestead f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

g r a n t  of  a  homestead and may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  f r e e h o l d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a  homestead f o r  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  e x c e p t  

t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  waived f o r  p e r s o n s  who have  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

A t  any t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  

g r a n t e e  may mortgage t h e  l a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  f u n d s  

r e c e i v e d  from t h e  mor tgagee  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  improvement 

16 of  t h e ,  l a n d .  O t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  homestead 

17 program s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

18 b )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  f r e e h o l d  

19 i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  twenty  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

20 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  homesteads 

2 1 a s  p r o v i d e d  under  s e c t i o n  5 ( a ) ,  o r  t o  a n o t h e r  agency of 

22 government f o r  u s e  f o r  a p u b l i c  p u r p o s e ,  or  f o r  l a n d  

2 3 exchanges  t o  accompl i sh  a  p u b l i c  purpose  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  

24 by law. 

25 c )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  l e a s e h o l d  

Page 3 



COMM I T T E E  RECOMMENDAT l ON NO. @u 

1 i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  e x c e e d s  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  

2 i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l  r i g h t s .  An e x t e n s i o n  o f  n o t  more t h a n  

3 f i f t e e n  y e a r s  may b e  g i v e n  upon a p p r o v a l  by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  

4 o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

5 d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n  i n t e r e s t  

6 i n  more t h a n  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  f o r  u s e  f o r  

commerc i a l  p u r p o s e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  unanimous a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  

f i v e  d i r e c t o r s .  

e )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n  i n t e r e s t ,  

a n d  may p r o h i b i t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  pe rmanen t  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  

p u b l i c  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  o n e  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  f e e t  o f  t h e  

h i g h  w a t e r  mark o f  a  s andy  b e a c h ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a -  

t i o n  .may a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  

p u r p o s e s .  

f )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  a d o p t  a  comprehens ive  

l a n d  u s e  p l a n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  

17  p r i o r i t y  o f  u s e s  a n d  may amend t h e  p l a n  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

18 g )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a l l  moneys 

19 f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  f rom l a n d s  i n  which  

20 f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  agency  o f  

' 21 government  p u r s u a n t  t o  s u b s e c t i o n  5 ( b ) ,  a n d  s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  
I,. " 

2  2  t h e s e  moneys a f t e r  t h e  e n d  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r  t o  t h e  M a r i a n a s  

. 2 3  , I. P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  r e t a i n  

.;' , 24 
!I . t h e  amount n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e e t  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e n s e s  o f  

.(, ' a , 

25 a d m i n i s t r a t i j n  and  management,  l a n d  s u r v e y i n g ,  homes tead  
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COMM ITTEE RECOMMENDAT l ON NO. 60 

1 development, and any other expenses reasonably necessary 

2 for the accomplishment of its functions. The annual 

3 budget of the corporation shall be submitted to the 

4 legislature for review and concurrence. Failure of the 

5 legislature to act on the submitted budget within sixty 

6 days after receipt shall constitute concurrence. The 

7 corporation may submit a multi-year budget for the 

,8 purpose of reserving receipts of one year for expenditure 

9 in a later year, but the corporation may not obligate or 

1 0  expend funds except pursuant to the annual budget concurred 

1 1  by the legislature. An act to concur the budget of the 

1 2  corporation may originate in either house of the legisla- 

13 ture.and may not be vetoed by the governor. The legislature 

1 4  may not modify the budget of the corporation during the 

15 fiscal year it is in effect." 

19 Committ~e on Personal Rights and Committee on Governmental 
& Natural Resources Institution 

2 0 
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, I985 coMM ITTEE RECOMMENDAT I ON No. 60 

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

To amend A r t i c l e  X I ,  S e c t i o n s  4 and 5 r e l a t i v e s  t o  t h e  Mar ianas  
P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: 

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Cornnanwealth 
of the Northern Mariana lslands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth o f  the Northern Mariana Islands is amended 
as fol lows: 

1 I .  Effective upon rat i f icat ion, S e c t i o n  4 of A r t i c l e  X I  i s  amended t o  r e a d :  

2 " S e c t i o n  4 .  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  There  

3 i s  he reby  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n .  

4 a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have f i v e  d i r e c t o r s ,  

5 a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  governor  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  of  

6 t h e  S e n a t e ,  who s h a l l  d i r e c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

7 f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  Commonwealth who a r e  

8 of Nor the rn  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t .  

9 b )  One d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  be a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  

10 s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  one s h a l l  b e  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  second 

1 1  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and t h r e e  s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  

12 . t h i r d  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ;  P r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  of  t h e  f i v e  

13 d i r e c t o r s ,  a t  l e a s t  one  s h a l l  h e  a  woman and a t  l e a s t  one  

14 s h a l l  b e  a  p e r s o n  of  C a r o l i n i a n  d e s c e n t .  Each d i r e c t o r  

15 s h a l l  b e  a  c i t i z e n  o r  n a t i o n a l  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  a  

16 r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Commonwealth f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  

17 immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  d i r e c t o r  t a k e s  

18 o f f i c e ,  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t w o ( 2 )  y e a r s  management 
Ci j=-Oh 

19 who h a s  n o t  been c o n v i c t e d  of a  c r i m e  c a r r y i n g  

2 0 a maximum s e n t e n c e  o f  imprisonment o f  more t h a n  s i x  months,  

2 1 a  p e r s o n  who i s  a b l e  t o  speak Chamorro o r  C a r o l i n i a n  and 



COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO.  ka 

1 a  p e r s o n  of  Nor the rn  Mar ianas  d e s c e n t .  
I *  

2 c )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  o f  f o u r  

I 3 y e a r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  two o f  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s  a p p o i n t e d  

4 s h a l l  s e r v e  a  t e r m  of two y e a r s  and t h r e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  a  

5 t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  A d i r e c t o r  may n o t  h o l d  a  f u l l - t i m e  

6 p a i d  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n .  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be  

7 h e l d  t o  s t r i c t  s t a n d a r d s  of  f i d u c i a r y  c a r e .  

, 8  d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  have  t h e  powers 

9 a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  c o r p o r a t i o n  under  rommonwealth law and 

1 0  s h a l l  a c t  o n l y  by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

1 1  o f  t h e  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s .  

12 e )  The d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  make an  a n n u a l  w r i t t e n  

I . 13 r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  Commonwealth d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

14 management of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  and t h e  n a t u r e  and e f f e c t  

1 5  o f  t r a n s f e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d  made d u r i n g  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  and d i s c l o s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  i n  Commonwealth l a n d .  

f )  A f t e r  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  been i n  e f f e c t  

f o r  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  may be  d i s s o l v e d  

and i t s  f u n c t i o n s  may be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

b r a n c h  of  government by t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  

of  t h e  members of  each  house o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  

E f f e c t i v e  upon r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  5 o f  A r t i c l e  X I  i s  

amended t o  r e a d :  

" S e c t i o n  5.  Fundamental P o l i c i e s .  The Mar ianas  P u b l i c  
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Land C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  f o l l o w  c e r t a i n  fundamenta l  

p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  performance  of  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

a )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  make a v a i l a b l e  some 

p o r t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a  homestead program. A 

p e r s o n  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more t h a n  one a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 

one v i l l a g e  homestead.  A p e r s o n  may n o t  r e c e i v e  a  f r e e -  

h o l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  homestead f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

g r a n t  o f  a  homestead and may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  f r e e h o l d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a  homestead f o r  t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  e x c e p t  

t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  waived f o r  p e r s o n s  who have  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a s  of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

A t  any t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  

g r a n t e e  may mortgage t h e  l a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  f u n d s  

r e c e i v e d  from t h e  mor tgagee  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  improvement 

of  t h e  l a n d .  O t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  homestead 

program s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

b )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  f r e e h o l d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  twenty  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  homesteads  

a s  p r o v i d e d  under  s e c t i o n  5 ( a ) ,  o r  t o  a n o t h e r  agency of 

government f o r  u s e  f o r  a  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e ,  o r  f o r  l a n d  

2  3 exchanges  t o  accompl i sh  a  p u b l i c  purpose  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  

24 by law. 

2  5 c )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a  l e a s e h o l d  
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1 i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  e x c e e d s  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  

2 i n c l u d i n g  renewal  r i g h t s .  An e x t e n s i o n  of  n o t  more t h a n  

3 f i f t e e n  y e a r s  may b e  g i v e n  upon a p p r o v a l  by t h r e e - f o u r t h s  

4 o f  t h e  members of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

5 d )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  an  i n t e r e s t  

6 i n  more t h a n  f i v e  h e c t a r e s  of  p u b l i c  l a n d  f o r  u s e  f o r  

7 commercial  p u r p o s e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  unanimous a p p r o v a l  of t h e  

,8  f i v e  d i r e c t o r s .  

9 e)  The c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  t r a n s f e r  a n  i n t e r e s t ,  

10 and may p r o h i b i t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  permanent  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  

1 1  p u b l i c  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  one hundred f i f t y  f e e t  o f  t h e  

12 h i g h  w a t e r  mark of a  sandy beach,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a -  

13 t i o n  .may a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  

14 purposes .  

15 f )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  a d o p t  a  comprehensive 

16 l a n d  u s e  p l a n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  

17 p r i o r i t y  o f  u s e s  and may amend t h e  p l a n  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

18 g )  The c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a l l  moneys 

19 from t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  from l a n d s  i n  which 

2 0 f r e e h o l d  i n t e r e s t  h a s  been t r a n s f e r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  agency of 

,",. 21 
. . , . 

government p u r s u a n t  t o  s u b s e c t i o n  5 ( b ) ,  and s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  
I,. I 

22 t h e s e  moneys a f t e r  t h e  end of f i s c a l  y e a r  t o  t h e  Mar ianas  

, , . ' .  , 23 P u b l i c  Land T r u s t  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  r e t a i n  

' 24 
.,,I: ' 

t h e  amount n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e e t  r e a s o n a b l e  expenses  of 
, ,  , , 

2 5 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and management, l a n d  s u r v e y i n g ,  homestead 
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1 development ,  and any o t h e r  expenses  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  

2 f o r  t h e  accomplishment  of  i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  The a n n u a l  

3 budge t  of  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

4 l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r ev iew and c o n c u r r e n c e .  F a i l u r e  of t h e  

5 l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t  on t h e  s u b m i t t e d  budge t  w i t h i n  s i x t y  

6 d a y s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  c o n c u r r e n c e .  The 

7 c o r p o r a t i o n  may submi t  a  m u l t i - y e a r  budge t  f o r  t h e  

.8 purpose  o f  r e s e r v i n g  r e c e i p t s  of  one y e a r  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e  

9 i n  a  l a t e r  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  may n o t  o b l i g a t e  o r  

1 0  expend f u n d s  e x c e p t  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  budge t  c o n c u r r e d  

1 1  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  An a c t  t o  concur  t h e  budge t  of  t h e  

12 c o r p o r a t i o n  may o r i g i n a t e  i n  e i t h e r  house  of  t h e  l e g i s l a -  

13 t u r e . a n d  may n o t  be v e t o e d  by t h e  governor .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

14 may n o t  modify t h e  budge t  of  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 5  f i s c a l  y e a r  it i s  i n  e f f e c t . "  

16 

17 

18 

19 Committee on P e r s o n a l  R i g h t s  and  Committee on Governmental 
& N a t u r a l  Resources  I n s t i t u t i o n  
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