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THIRTY-THIRD DAY

Saturdgy, Ju¥§3?0j 2935

The Second Constitutional Convention of the Northern Mariana Islands
was called to order at 9:53 a.m:, Saturday, July 20, 2985, at the Conventi

Hall - House of Taga, San Vicente, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

The Honorable Herman T. Guerrero, President, presided.
A moment of silent prayer or meditation was observed.
Secretary Nabors called the roll, and 18 delegates were present. Del

gates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, Maria Pangelinan, Francisco
Tomokane, Ramon Villagomez and Ignacio Villanueva were absent.

President H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: I move to excuse all the delegates who are absent becaus
they are still going to church. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Today is Saturday.

Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

Delegate Mafnas: Still.

President H. Guerrero: But there's no church service at this time of the

Delegate Mafnas: There's a special service now at the Camalin of Ut, so
they are there.

President H. Guerrero: Okay, if you say so. We have a guorum and a majo:
to conduct the Order of Business. Floor Leader Lizama?

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS

Floor Leader Lizama: Mr. President, I move that we adopt the Thirty-Seco:

Day's Summary Journal; the Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth Days' Verl
tim Journals. )

Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the Thirt:

Second Day's Summary Journal; Fifteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth Days'
Verbatim Journals. Discussions?

There being no discussion, the motion to adopt the Thirty-Second Day
Summary Journal of July 19, 1985; Fifteenth Day's Verbatim Journal of Jul
2, 2985; Sixteenth Day's Verbatim Journal of July 3, 1985 and Seventeenth
Day's Verbatim Journal was carried by voice vote.
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President H. Guerrero: Before we go on with the Order of Business, for the
benefit of those members who weren't here last night, there was no objec-
tion and we have shifted or the Chair have shifted things around. The Oxd
of Business 1is slightly different from the normal Order of Business, so yoO
don't get cut off hand in terms of the format that we have this morning.

We are now under Item E, Committee Recommendations and Reports.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS/REPORTS

President H. Guerrero: Chairman Lizama?

Chairman Lizama: Mr. President, the Committee on Governmental Institution
has no report to.submit. Just a moment, Mr. President. Mr. President, I
was just been informed that Proposal 216 will be reported in at a later ti

President H. Guerrero: Okay. I believe that would be the ‘next one, so
that should be Committee Recommendation No. 66. Chairman Manglona?

Chairman Manglona: Mr. President, your Committee on Local Government has
no report. .

- President H, Guerrero: Chairman King?

Chairman King: Mr. President, we have no report from your Commlttee on
Personal Rights and Natural Resources.

President H. Guerrero: Vice Chairman Inos?

Vice Chairman Inos: Mr. President, likewise, your Committee on Finance ar
Other Matters has nothing to report at this time.

President H. Guerrero: Thank you. We'll move on to the Introduction and
First Reading, Can I call on Delegate Mafnas?

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND REFERRALS QOF PROPOSALS

Delegate Mafnas: Yes, Mr. President, your Committee on Governmental Inst.
tutions 1s reporting on Delegate Proposal 216, entitled: "To add a new
Section l(a) and (b} to the proposed Article on Civil Service relating to
Retirement System." The copies are being xeroxed now for distribution.

President H. Guerrero: Thank you. We're now back to the Unfinished Busi
ness. Delegate Lizama, would you like to move?

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Floor Leader Lizama: Yes, Mr. President, I move for the adoption of....

President H. Guerrero: Wait, wait. We need to resolve into a Committee
the Whole to entertain this.

" Floor Leader Lizama: Wasn't this resolved yesterday?

President 4. Guerrero: No. This is unfinished business.

Floor Leadef Lizama: I would move then to resolve into a Committee of tt
Whole.
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Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

There being no discussion, the motion to resolve into a Committee of
the Whole was carried by voice vote.

The Convention resolved into a Committee of the Whole at 10:00 a.m.
e COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Thé Convention reconvened its plenary session at 3:54 p.m.

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. Delegate
Lizama? )

Delegate Lizama: 'Yes, Mr. President, the Committee of the Whole would like
to report on the following: On Committee Recommendation No. 57, the Com-

was replaced by the word "formulate". BAnd the word "enforce" was replaced

end was stricken. On line 15, the word "and" appearing on the very begin-
ning was stricken. On line 19, the word "rights" at the very end was also

then on the word "law", an "s" is added to that word. This is on line 20.

and the word "shall" was included. On line 3, the word "her" was stricken
and the word "the" replaced that word "her”. On line 6, the last sentence,
~they are all stricken.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama, can you just read Subsection (c)
page 2?2

Delegate Lizama: Subsection (c¢) will read then: "The Special Assistant

may hire staff and shall promulgate rules and regulations in carrying out
the responsibilities and duties.”

N

President H. Guerrero: Okay.

Delegate Lizama: Committee Recommendation No. 55, at the request of one of
the members of the Committee on Finance and Other Matters, that committee
recommendation was withdrawn .and it was suggested that the Convention will
pass a resolution to give the Legislature attention to some of the problems

No. 65 was passed without any further amendment. Committee Recommendation
A No. 66 was also passed without any further amendment. I move that the
report of the Committee of the Whole will be adopted.

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt the report
of the Committee of the Whole. Discussions?

There being no discussion, the motion to adopt the report of the
Committee of the Whole was carried by voice vote.
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mittee passed that recommendation with amendments and the amendments to the
committee recommendation are as follows: On page 11, the word "establish!

by the word -"implement". On line 14, the word "rights appearing at the very

stricken. And the word "and" at the very beginning was also stricken. And

And furthermore, on line 20, after the word "the", the words :"Governor and"
were added before the word "Legislature®". On page 2, the words "is empowere
to" were all stricken and the word "may" is added to that first sentence on
the second page. On line 2, after the words "and to", that "to" was stricke

that were raised in that committee recommendation. Committee Recommendation
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President H. Guerrero: Let's have a five-minute recess.

Delegate Mafnas: I so move.

There being no objection, the Convention recessed at 3:59 p.m.
. RECESS
The Convention reconvened at 4:13 p.m.

President H. Guerrero: The session is back to order. Since we have
alreadv entertained all business under Unfinished Business for considera-
tion by the Committee of the Whole, we'll move down from (H) to (I). Yes,
Delegate Ogumoro? Nobody wants to talk? We're now on Second and Final
Reading.

SECOND AND FINAL READING

Delegate Qgumoro: I give up.

President H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: I move that Committee Recommendation No. 63 be adopted
on Second and Final Reading.

Delégate Mafnas seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt Committee
Recommendation No. 63 on Second and Final Reading. Discussions?

Delegate Mafnas: No need, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: If no discussion, going once, going twice; Secrete
Nabors, can you take the roll callz

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee
Recommendation No. 63 on Second and Final Reading was carried by 17 affirr

tive votes. Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, Benusto
Kaipat, Luis Limes, Maria Pangelinan, Karl Reyes and Ramon Villagomez were
absent.

Secretary Nabors: Mr., President, I have 17 affirmative votes, no negative
vote, and seven absent.

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 63 passed by the
unanimous vote of the members present.

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Yes.

Secretary Nabors: I would like to ask, if there is no objection, that we
defer consideration of CR 24 for a little later on the agenda. The amend
ments that are being made are not yet prepared.

President H. Guerrero<::?§if is CR 247
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Secretary Nabors: That's the one regarding education.

President H. Guerrero: Is it being retyped for Second and Final Reading?

Secretary Nabors: Yes,  together with the floor amendments.

President M. Guerrero: If no objection, we'll move on to the next one.
Yes, Delegate Nabors?

Secretary Nabors: Can I ask the unanimous of my delegates to deal with
Committee Recommendation No. 42? I understand that we received notice of
consideration under our Rules for the second day. We are.now on the secon

day and I understand that there may not be a reconsideration of this partl
cular committee recommendation.

Delegate Villanueva: Objection; the Committee on Finance and Other Matter.
is still awaiting for more information. )

President H. Guerrero: There is an objection. Yes, Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, I'd like to ask for patience of the dele-

. gates 1f we could defer 57 as well. We're working on the language for an
amendment. : .

President H. Guerrero: 1Is it being retyped?

Delegate Torres: Yes; it could be done in..

President H. Guerrero: Secretary Nabors, is Committee Recommendation No.
57 being retyped 1in view that there were some amendments to it?

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I gave all of the amended versions on
First Reading to the Steno Pool for retyping and they are not yet finished

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: Due to the fact that Committee Recommendations 57, 55

and 65 are still being typed, so we'll go on to 51 and the rest before
those proposals are being typed.

Secretary Nabors: No objection.

Delegate Manglona: Mr. President, can all these being deferred be placed
at the bottom of the list again so we don't have to be jumping up and down
if they are deferred? Can we put them at the bottom of the list?

Delegate Mendiola seconded.

Delegate Ogumoro: I would like to ask that they be placed on the calendar
as soon as they are typed.

President H. Guerrero: Let's move on to 65. Secretary Nabors, can you
read 65, please?

Secretary Nabors: My copy is in the Steno Pool, Mr. President. Those
matters were amended this morning and I gave them to the Steno Pool for
clean typing for Second and Final Reading.
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Delegate Mafnas: Committee Recommendation 65?2

Delegate Torres: There's no amendment on that.

Secretary Nabors: I thought there were to be amendments.

Delegate Mafnas: There were to be amendments like who of the two senators
will be out of office or be up for re-election.

g

President H. Guerrero: Yes, something was passed out.

Secretary Nabors: Oh, yes. Okay, we have it.

President H. Guerrero: We're now on 65. Secretary Nabors,.can you read it,
please?

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 65 in its entirety,..
as follows: ) :

"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 65 °

"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

"To amend Section 2(a), Section 3(a) and Section 3(b) of Article II of the
Northern Marianas Constitution, relating to the composition of the Senate an
the House of Representatives.

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE .SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:
“Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealt

of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the

Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended
follows:

"I. Effective upon ratification, Section 2(a) of Article II of the Northern
Marianas Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows:

"'Section 2: Composition of the Senate.

"a) The senate shall consist of six members with two members
elected at large from each of three senatorial districts. The first senator
district shall consist of Rota, the second senatorial district shall consist
of Tinian and Aguiguan, and the third senatorial district shall consist of
Saipan and the islands north of it. The senate shall be increased to eight
members and two members shall be elected at large from a fourth senatorial
district consisting of the islands north of Saipan at the first regular

general election after the population of these islands exceeds one thousand
persons.'"

"II. Section 3(a) of Article 11 of the Northern Marianas Constitution is
hereby amended to read as follows:

"'Section 3: Composition of the House of Representatives.

"a) The House of Representatives shall consist of ten members wit
eight members elected from Saipan and the islands north of it, one member
elected from Rota and one member elected from Tinian and Aguiguan. The numt
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of representatives may be increased by law to not more than twelve. The ter

of office for representatives shall be two years.

"b) For purposes of electing representatives Rota shall constitut
one district, Tinian and Aguiguan shall constitute one district, and Saipan
and the islands north of it shall constitute four districts. The legislatur
mav change the number and boundaries of these districts only pursuant to its
duties under.section 4 of this article. When the population of the islands
north of Saipan equals or exceeds the number of persons represented by any
member of the House of Representatives these islands shall constitute a
separate district electing one representative.'”

President H. Guerrero: Any motion to adopt Committee .Recommendation No. 657

Delegate Mafnas: I so move, Mr. President.

Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt Committee’
Recommendation No. 65. Discussions? Delegate Tomokane?

Delegate Tomokane: Thank you, Mr. President. I have passed out a proposed
floor amendment to Committee Recommendation No. 65. I would like to make a
motion for this amendment.

President H. Guerrero: Please do.

Delegate Tomokane: On page 1, between lines 12 and 13, to insert a new sub
section to read as follows: "Subsection (b). The term of office for senat:
shall be four years except that the candidate receiving the third highest
number of votes in the first election in each senatorial district shall ser
a term of two years." This is presently the wording of the Constitution.
addition will be "No person shall be elected senator more than two consecu-
tive terms." On page 1, line 21, after the word "years.", insert a new
sentence to read as follows: "No person shall be elected member of the Hou
of Representatives more than four consecutlve terms."

Delegate Torres seconded.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded as per proposed floo
amendment offered by Delegate Tomokane, Discussions on the amendment? Let
me call first on Delegate Calvo.

Delegate Calvo: Thank you, Mr., President. Mr. President, if the intention
of this amendment is to restrict a senator or a House of Representatives to
a consecutive terms of office, there is a loophole that, of course, if and
so the senator seek for the next seat in Congress and if he fails, he might
have the chance of coming back the next time. So the "consecutive terms”
here looks awkward for me. If the intention is to limit it to two terms, I
think the "consecutive" should be removed.

Delegate Torres: Point of information.

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Torres.

T —— ey SOt ¢ d Srotn Bt @ 8% el —
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legate Torres: I think "consecutive" here is not awkward, if we really

ad this carefully. The intention here is to prevent any public officer or
‘ficial, any legislator from accepting to be a senator or to be a congress-
\n more than two terms in a row. Now, the loophole, which I don't consider

loophole that you can perhaps intentionally lose on the second year and

1en run again so that you have a total of three years. We're not limiting
iat. I guess the-intention here of Delegate Tomokane is to ensure that you
on't become entrenched and you don't become dictatorial when you run or when
ou become a sénator or congressman for more than two consecutive terms. Now,
) the Senate side, you will be coming out with about eight years. This is
ight years. Now, the House of Representatives is again eight years, a total
:onsecutive term of vears or term of eight years. So I think the intention
iere is to prevent an individual from being entrenched so that the person will
yecome insulated and become out of touch with his constituents and with
aresent condition. Thank you. |

Delegate Calvo: Yes, Mr. President. Exactly what I'm trying to point out is
maybe our understanding to this sentence is different. I feel and I inter-
vreted this way that the consecutive terms in this sentence says that it has
to be a continuous. If the person is elected this term and he got elected

the next term, then the third term he cannot seek for that office. But the
way, the loophole I was looking at is if the person fail or didn't.get elected
the next term after serving a term, he can then come back on the third term
and seek for that seat. So if we are to stop in eight years term, we must
eliminate the word here "consecutive" and have it -just limited to two terms.

TR

President H. Guerrero: Can I ask Delegate Tomokane to explain his intention?

Delegate Tomokane: Thank you, Mr. President. Basically, if you look at the
bottom line here, no person shall be in office for more than eight years. The
present texrm for a senator is four years. So if you exceed eight years then,
you know, the consecutive term, two terms, that would limit you. In the
House of Representatives, the present term is two years and I'm proposing
here that you should not run or be elected more than four terms, so it's -
eight years also the limitation. My intent here actually is as follows: One,
by inserting this in the Constitution, we would guarantee of a self-renewing
-body. By that I mean that every eight years, we will see new faces in the
‘House and new faces in the Senate. People with different convictions and
different political philosophies. Perhaps that would serve to be more
responsive of the changing time and needs and situations. Secondly, nobody
will attempt to make a long term career out of an office in either house.
Third, this would encourage aspirants to seek for such political ocffice. B2as
we observe the present trend, we see people that pretty soon they are just
going to get their retirement from running in the political office. We watch
how productive they are and we look at the kind of session laws that are
coming out. Sometimes we criticize the Legislature to be behind in their
responsiveness, not only to domestic needs but international-wide in our
relations to the U.S. Government. ©No. 4, no one political philosophy would
persist that is obsolete or outdated with respect to contemporary issues,
situations or needs. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Cing?

Delegate Cing: I was going to ask Delegate Tomokane to elaborate as well

because the way I look at it, Mr. President, this will do me more harm than
good. This will defeat the liberty that we are giving the people in regards
to election. Another thing is that I got the feeling that when you are new
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Legislature, you need time to familiarize yourself with the parlia-
y procedures. And before you know what's gg;nq on, you are going to
: already. Thank you.

i
[ e -

jent H. Guerrero: Next is Delegate Torres.

ate Torres: I'll yield to my colleagﬁe he:eﬁgzcause,l think he raised
.and longer. e

.

ident H. Guerrero: Delegate Manglona?,

gate Manglona: Thank you, Delegate Torres and Mr. President. I'm not
wbrried about anyone staying in office forever, especially in the Legis-
ire.” I think this person in the Legislature is just one out of nine in
Senate and one out of fifteen in the House. So I would agree with the
:nt of Delegate Tomokane if he were to be in the Office of the Mayor or
Governor where this one individual is in control of .the office. 1In the
se or in the Senate, he's just one of so many people. So I'm not too '
ried about this person being a dictator or, you know, taking over. As far
changing time, I think that's where the people comes in. They have the
w¢etion to take care of that. And as Delegate Nabors said, he's going to
i@ care of the Tinian Delegation this coming election. So if that mood is
anged, let the people take care of that. So there's no problem as far as
at. My problem and I see it in this Convention and I'm just going to be
-ank is that the behavior of the delegates in this Convention seems to be
eating jobs for the delegates. No. 1, they don't want to reduce the number
I senators from three to two. No. 2, they don't want .the Department Heads
5> hold boards and commissions because they want just few over benefit. No.
; they created the Municipal Council. Now, they want to limit the term for
wo terms so that they can spread the benefit. I say, let's act here. Don't

ook at the people now in the office and just think with an open mind. Thank
‘ou.

>resident H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors?

Delegate Nabors: 1'll pass.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama?

Delegate Lizama: Thank you, Mr. President. I really don't know what's going
on in this Convention. I have been seeing a lot of ghosts coming out of this
Convention and this seems to be another ghost. I don't know the logic behind
restricting a person from serving two terms, three terms, four terms, or five
terms. I think that we have to be very careful because who knows a person
may be the best lawmaker and that person may be the person that you want to
keep for so long as that person can accomplish what the people want. 2and I
don't know of any jurisdiction that imposes any restriction on a lawmaker
running for one term, two term or third term. We've been soO unique here in
the Commonwealth and that's why I feel like boycotting this Convention
already. But we're really have been very unique and maybe for some good
reasons we have attempted to do just that. But I think in other instances

or many instances, I don't know whether we are in the right track. This is
one instance where I cannot in my good conscience realize any benefit
restricting a person from running for two terms or three terms or four terms.
Now, if it is a matter of trying to assure that different faces are going to
come in to the Legislature, I think there is a process to do that and that is
going through the general election and vote for the right person that would
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better serve the Commonwealth people. I am not saying that there's nothing
good about limiting of the term but all in all, I think that the advantages
of limiting the term is far less than the-advantages of leaving the term ope
so that people can have a choice durin@® the geéneral election and this is the
very basis or the very nature of the democratic process -- people vote based
on what the candidates offer to the people. It's not so much. AaAnd I don't
agree that there is that great possibility that if a person is elected more
than two terms that that person will becgme a dictator. I disagree with tha
I don't know where we're coming from. .Blt I honest to goodness hope that I

don't see another ghost because if I do, I'm just going to have to say that
I'm leaving. Thank you.

7.

Delegate Torres: Point of information.

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Torres.

Delegate Torres: I believe that the average age of a congressman is rough iy .

~35. Keeping everything constant, you have a total of 16 years. Now, if you
.add that to 35, you come up to 51 years old. So I just want to assure my

colleague, Delegate Lizama, that you have a total of 16 years to serve.

Let's say that you are the best lawmaker, you would have 16 years keeping .
everything constant. And let's say that the average age is 35 years old. If
you add that to 16, by the time you feel like retiring, you'll be 51, So I
think by the time you are 51, maybe it's about right to retire as suggested
by the previous proposal that we passed.

Delegate Lizama: Point of information, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize first Delegate Cing.,.

Delegate Cing: I just want to say that I argued already a long time ago
about the age because when you reach the age of, for example, 60, you are
already going down the hill. You are already at the age of senility. When
this individual asked me if I've been to Washington, D.C., I said no. He
said, for your information, those people who are making decisions in
Washington, D.C., are already 75 and 80 some years old. Thank you.

(Laughter)

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama, state your point.

N

Delegate Lizama: Yes, I would just like to say that I don't think that we
should be swayed by any off the cuff's statistics. I think this is a situa-
tion where, as already mentioned, a situation that was really never given,
never went before the general public. And to play around with statistics,
like Delegate Cing has already stated, in Washington, D.C., on Capitol Hill,
many of those senators and congressmen are over the age of 60. And also I E
have seen this in Japan. Japan is a good example where the elderly statesmen
are better statesmen than the young statesmen. We cannot undermine the old
people because, in fact, I am very pleased with the performance of Delegate
Kaipat in this Convention. I think he has something that gives us a lot of i
pride and I think we should not put down people just because a person is over
60. I have a lot of admiration., I'm a proponent of old people. 1In fact, I
administered the first Aging Program for the Trust Territory Government and
I'm proud for that. 1I've been working with elderly people such as in Palau,
Marshalls, Ponape and here in the Commonwealth., I don't think that there's
any justification to make a distinction, especially when it comes to law- -
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making. I can see when it comes to maybe- executing of laws that the Legis-
lature enacts. Mavbe the Governor --1maybe he should be restricted to age
60 but not the lawmakers. Because you're taIklng about a person with an
enormous amount of ideas and experiences and we 'do not have any business
generalizing how those old people can contribute to the Commonwealth just a
we do not have any business generallzlng;how young a person can become a
Governor. And like I mentioned in the’Governor's limitation, I do not
believe that you should limit the Governor to the age of 35. I think it
should be left open; if we can have a Governor at the age of 21, why not.
Let's not play around with age. . Thank you, Mr. President.

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, very quickly. I think the statistics that
I presented was not off the cuff, it's a point of information and I believe
that the feat that is being spregad around is a fear without foundation. Th
statistics that are brought out are based on logic and it's not off the cuf
Besides, as you grow older you perhaps become more wishful and perhaps you

gain more wisdom, but the fact remains that perhaps the diminishing return’
law would become applicable here. So we have to consider that fact. ©Now,

Japan -- well, Japan is a highly conservative country. Perhaps that's why’
they have a lot of o0ld ministers or old, what do you call them, legislators
So I just want to defend the statistics that I brought out. It's not based
on wishful thinking; it's based on logic. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres, just jokingly, don't come to
Washington; they might barbecue you at the foot of the Capitol.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas, can I recognize first Delegate Ino

Delegate Mafnas: Oh, yes, ladies first. No, I'm just joking. Thank you.

-

Delegate Inos: Mr. President, thank you. Everyday I pray to God to give m
an open mind and I hope that when I make a decision, it's a decision that
I'll live with, not a decision that it butt or what have we. I do like thi

provision, provided that this provision will go on the present provision in
the Constitution. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate King?

Delegate King: Thank you, Mr. President. First, I would like to say to

Delegate Lizama that obviously he's a little bit confused because he has be
absent for two days. The next one is 1 support the floor amendment because
by the time that a senator or congressman would expire, it's almost up to t
next Constitutional Convention. Another thing is I'm just wondering why

Delegate Manglona is arguing about this. I was thinking maybe because he i
afraid of his uncle to lose his position for not to run for the third term.
These kinds of analyses I have on me, sometimes I feel like something is ve
personal. But I think the floor amendment is very good because it can chan

in the next Constitutional Convention. I hope I would not die before that.
Thank you. '

Delegate Manglona: Point of information. This will not come into effect
until after the ratifications. So I'm not too worried about my uncle becau
he still has eight years, if he is concerned that I'm worried.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas?
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Delegate Mafnas: Thank you. Mr. President, I think the proposed floor
amendment has merits. Also, without the floar amendment and opens the
opportunity for any person to run for‘so many’ terms also has merit. f we

are concerned about the members of the Legislature who have become very, ve
powerful, perhaps that is the decision: of the people. We just passed on
First Reading the five-year service credit. I guarantee that they will
retire under that plan. I see the merlt of brlnglng in young, new ideas,
young blood, maybe considering up in the mid 40's and perhaps thers are
advantages. But I cannot be convinced that this is the best way or the bes
route. If the people would like to elect a policy-maker four or five times
then let it be. If that person is not performing in the Legislature, then
the people will decide that in the subsequent election. It takes a lct to
a member of the Legislature. I had a very little opportunity to be a membe
of the Fifth Northern Marianas Legislature. I was there for one.year. Aand
it took more than just to sit in the Chamber and answer "yes"” or "no". THe
were instances where I had to make enemies or to turn my closest frlends .in
my worst enemies because of the decisions that I had to make. And it took
me good part of my life to be able to do that. We need seasoned, matured
individuals to make policies for our government, policies that would affect
not the next generation but many generations to come. Maturity does not
necessarily means age, that you have to be old. You can be young and also
matured. But my God, if you are doing your job as a representative of the
people, I would like to vote for you again, not only for two consecutive
terms but as many terms as you want because I have faith that you will be
able to do exactly what is good for our people. I know the sentiment that,
yes, many or some of our members in the Legislature have been there perhaps
for more than 12 years or 14 years. Some of them have made it to the retir
ment under the same situation as members of the Legislature District,
Congress of Micronesia, and now the Commonwealth Legislature. It was not
their doing that they are still there; it was the decision of our people.
while the floor amendment has merit and I share the concerns of the mover,
the Northern Marianas will be the only place where we find limitations as t
the members of the Legislature. I just got through reviewing the Model Ste
Constitution to see whether there are states or territories that place this
limitation, and there isn't one. Perhaps there are good reasons ‘why policy
makers are not the same as administrators of policies. You tried to envisi
the future -- tomorrow, day after tomorrow; you try to formulate your ideas
so that such policy will meet the goals and objectives of the future. And
takes an experienced member of the Legislature to be able to do it. Aand tt
same goes with the House. I believe Speaker O'Neal is the oldest member ir
the House of Representatives or is one of the oldest members in the House ¢
Representatives. He is highly respected by the American people because of
his commitments in serving his people. I would like this Convention to jus
give the opportunity to our people to decide who would not seat in the next
election and who will seat for the next 16 years. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villanueva?

Delegate Villanueva: Mr. Presiderit, I move to end debate.

Delegate Calvo seconded, and the motion was carried by voice vote.

The motion to adopt the floor amendment offered by Delegate Tomokane
to Committee Recommendation No. 35 was defeated by a raising of hands vote
of four for and nine against the motion. The rest abstained.

President H. Guerrero: We are back to the main motion.
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Delegate Torres: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate Torres.

Delegate Torres: 1I'd like to make an amendment. On line 20 of the first
page, after the words "not more than", I want to change that to be consiste
with the ac¢eptable apportionment of the Lower House from 12 to 15. Fiftee
is the acceptable total number, using the apportionment table in the briefi
papers 6f the First Con Con. 1It's an Appendix B, entitled: An apportionme
of the Lower House. Fifteen is the acceptable number for the Lower House.

President H. Guerrero: 1Is there any objection? . :

Delegate Calvo: Yes.

President H. Guerrero: Who is raising an objection?

Delegate Calvo: I did. Aren't we suppose to have that in writing?

i President H. Guerrerc: You can ask for an amendment by unanimous consent.
If there 1s -no objection, you can do that.

Delegate Calvo: I did object because of that rule.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres, then we can't entertain your moti«

Delegate Torres: Okay, so that means that Delegate Tenorio wants number 1
to be in writing.

President H. Guerrero: It's not Delegate Tenorio; it's Delegate Calvo.

Delegate Calvo: Yes.

Delegate Torxrres: I'm sorry, Delegate Tenorio. Delegate Calvo, would you
like to see this table? :

Delegate Calvo: No, Mr. President. I 'would like to have a recess so you
put that in writing for record.

Delégate Torres: Okay. Recess, please, for three minutes.

President H. Guerrero: Three minutes recess.

There being no objection, the Convention recessed at 4:56 p.n.
RECESS
The Convention reconvened at 5:11 p.m.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: I need first to recognize....

Delegate Lizama: Mr. President, I'd like to still have another two minut«
recess, please.

Delegate Villanueva: No objection.
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President H. Guerrero: Two more minutes of recess.

The Convention recessed at 5:12 p.m.
RECESS
The Canvention reconvened at 5:14 p.m;

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. Delegate
Lizama?

Delegate Lizama: Mr. President, I was just discussing this Committee Recc:
mendation No. 65 with Delegate Torres and in fact this committee reccmmend
tion came out as'a result of the very, very convincing argument that was

presented by Delegate Torres to the Committee on Governmental Institutions
And that's why this committee recommendation also came out.too late in tin
I understand that Delegate Torres is willing to have this committee recom-
mendation be filed, and I would like to move so at this time.

Delegéte Nabors seconded the motion.

_President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to file Committee
Recommendation No. 65. Discussions?

Delegate Lizama: No discussion, Mr. President.

Delegate Torres: Which one are we filing?

Delegate Lizama: Committee Recommendation No. 65.

Delegate Torres: I think we have a motion on the floor to vote on changin
1t from 12 to 15. So let's dispose of that first.

President H. Guerrero: There was no motion because it wasn't in writing.
There was an objection, therefore, your motion cannot be entertained..

Delegate Torres: So, can I make a motion then?

President H. Guerrero: There is a motion on the floor to file Committee
Recommendation No. 65. Discussions on that.

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, actually, I discussed something different
with Delegate Lizama. It's not to file but to work on a different equatic

So, please, Delegate Lizama, withdraw your motion for now until we discus:
this.

Delegate Lizama: Okay, we'll then proceed with your amendment first. Anc

1f your amendment fails, then you would be amenable to making this commit:
recommendation be withdrawn. 1Is that correct?

Delegate Torres: Yes, because if Saipan is going to suffer from thié, th.
I don't want Saipan to suffer.

Delegate Lizama: Let's vote on the motion, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Your motion is withdrawn. Delegate Torres?
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Delegate Torres: I move that we change the word "twelve" to "fifteen" on
1ine 20 of the first page.

Delegate Calvo seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Where is the written amendment?

4

Delegate Torres: It's passed out.

President H. Guerrero: How come I don't have a copy? ©Oh, is this one?

Delegate Tenorio: Point of information, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Tenorio.

Delegate Tenorio: Are you going back to the original number of representé-
tives from the beginning? Are you changing everything back to the same on¢

Delegate Torres: No, no, no; we're amending line 20 of the first page.

Delegate Tenorio: Yes, I know that, but what does that entail? Is that
.only from "twelve" to "fifteen"?

Delegate Torres: Oh, yes. That's all.

Delegate Tenorio: You're not changing ten members with eight elected from
Saipan?

Delegate Torres: EVerything remains the same except changing from "twelve
to "fifteen" at this point.

Délegate Tenorio: Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Was there a second to your motion?

Delegate Torres: Yes.

President H. Guerrero: Discussions?

~-.There being no discussion, the motion to adopt the floor amendment

offered by Delegate Torres to Committee Recommendation No. 65 was carried
by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: We're back to the main motion. Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I have a floor amendment. This was reall
offered by Delegate Tomokane. On page 1, between lines 12 and 13, insert
new subsection to read as follows: This is to address the problem of who
of the two senators that will be elected in November will go out first shc
this proposal be adopted by the people. I so move.

Delegate Torres seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded on the floor amend-

ment by Delegate Mafnas in reference to his amendment. Discussions on his
amendment? Delegate King?

e —p o— e =+ me  csmens
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Delegate King: Yes, Mr. Preszdent, ;‘would «like to ask Delegate Mafnas ab
the words here "first election" Is ithis approprlate here?

Delegate Mafnas: Which one? H
-_‘ ~‘§\ -
Delegate King: The first election in"®ach senatorial district. 1Is the wo

"first" appropriate in this prov151on° I don't think this is the first
election.

L

Delegate Mafnas: You can strike it off. I so move that we strike it off.

Delegate King seconded the motion.

Delegate Lizama: No discussion.

President H. Guerrero: SO how does it read? Just the first?

Delegate Mafnas: "In the election in each senatorial district shall serve
term of two years, the second highest." '

President H. Guerrero: Discussions?

There being no discussion, the motion to adopt the floor amendment

offered by Delegate Mafnas to Commlttee Recommendation No. 65 was carried
by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: We're back to the main motion.

Delegate Lizama: I have a motion, Mr. President, and amendment to offer.
I'd like to pass out this amendment.

Delegate Nabors: I think it's too bad we have five days extension.

Delegate King: I think it's better if we file this.

Delegate Lizama: Mr. President, Delegate Torres' offered amendment havinc
been passed, my offered amendment is to increase the number of senators.

Rather than six, retain it and make it still nine members -- three from e:¢
senatorial district. However, in the House of Representatives, instead of

ten members, eleven member; nine from Saipan, one from Rota and one from
Tinian.

Delegate King seconded the motion.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Discussions on the motion?

Delegate Lizama: To retain the number of senators, nine members -- three
from each senatorial district. However, for the composition of the House
instead of ten, make it eleven so we don't have to face the problem of a

tie situation even in the Senate as well. Nine from Saipan, one from Rot.
and one from Tinian.

Delegate King: I second again.

President H. Guerrero: Discussions? Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: Yes. Although I initially agree with this equation, I
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still feel that the people in Saloan'ﬁre unriecessarily being unfairly
treated with this. While the two senatorial“districts will have six membe
the third senatorial district will actually decrease their number of repre
sentatives in the House, and obvicusly. with that decrease goes with it you
bargaining power. Y o

- o
H

Delegate Lizama: Point of information, Mr. President.

.

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Lizama.

Delegate Lizama: The reality here is that we're allowing the Legislature
to increase the number of the House members from ten to fifteen, back to
+he normal situation, fifteen House members. Isn't that correct? So by
allowing the Legislature to do that, most likely than not, they arxe goirg-
to increase. So we are going to try to psychologically affect the member=
of.the Legislature to prevent them from increasing it suddenly. So elever
would be the most appropriate number.

Delegate Torres: I think the fact remains, Delegate Lizama, that while we
are holding constant the composition of the Senate, we are in fact penali:z
the third senatorial district by reducing its number in the House of Repre
sentatives, while keeping constant the other two senatorial districts.

Delegate Lizama: Having realize, do you want me to withdraw the committee
recommendation?

Delegate Torres: I‘guess, let's vote.

Delegate Lizama: Let's vote on that.

President H. Guerrero: Those who are in favor of the proposed amendment !}
Delegate Lizama, please raise your right hand?

(There were nine for the motion.)

President H. Guerrero: Those oppose?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President?

Pregident H. Guerrero: Yes.

Delegate Mafnas: I wasn't given the opportunity to speak against the ame:
ment. At least I should be given the opportunity to echo my concern.

Delegate Lizama: I agree with fhat, Mr. President. Delegate Mafnas shou
be given the opportunity.

Delegate Mafnas: I don't look at it, Mr. President, as to who's going to
benefit and who's going to be discriminated. That thing never crossed my
mind. But I don't know what is the purpose of the amendment. We spent

nearly one hour discussing Committee Recommendation 65 and here we are ag
We voted, we tried to increase it. Are we afraid to tell our people or a
our people as to the number of compositions in the House and in the Senat
Are we afraid to just do what we had just passed because you are thinking
in running for the Senate or the House of Representatives? I don't think
by reducing the numbers or the composition will disqualify you. What it

will do is that it will give the people more choice. By having more slot
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there will be more peopl; running And I ink by limiting it, the selections
would be better. I'm proposing that this be reduced without any reservations.
I don't plan to run for the Legislature and I don't think I'll ever will. But
I think the people of Saipan, my dear friends from Rota and Tinian, echoed
their concern about this specific issue. Whep we were out in the villages
trying. to get their vote of confidende, we et ‘with thousands and thousands

of them. And the onlv reason why we are here now, the delegates from Saipan,
is because we were united; we convinced them that this will be the foremost in
our minds. What .is wrong again? What is wrong by presenting this plan to the
people, to the taxpayers whether they want to be ripped off with additional
three hundred thousands to half a million dollars by the unresponsive,
unproductive lawmakers? Our people on Saipan had spoken. All I ask is for
the members from Tinian and Rota to give them the opportunity to say "yes" or
"no". If you are convinced that yolr representatives or your people in Rota
and Tinian will say "no" to this proposal, then-convince them, join them if
that is your position. But I can assure you that on Saipan, this proposal
will receive an overwhelming support. So, Mr. President, I don't know what
we're doing. We approved to reduce the composition of the Senate from nine

to six. Here we are acgain increasing it back to nine. We have wasted prec1ou“
time and energy trying to get Committee Recommendation 65 adopted on First
Reading. We're just like children not knowing what we want. If we want to 1
vote this down, let us do it. I'm tired. But please don't play games. Let
us decide whether our people should be given the opportunity and I ask you to
reject Committee Recommendation 65, as amended by Delegate Lizama, so we can
vote on Second and Final Reading on this proposal. We can bury this if we

have toc do it, but let's not spend another one hour fooling ourselves or
playing around.

President H. Guerrero: Let's vote now.

The motion to adopt the proposed floor amendment offered by Delegate
Lizama to Committee Recommendation No. 65 was defeated by a raising of hands
vote of six for and seven against the motion. The rest abstained.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I move for the previcus guestion.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: We're votiné on Committee Recommendation No. 65, as
amended. Secretary Nabors?

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion ta adopt Committee

Recommendation No. 65, as amended, on Second and Final Reading, was voted, as
follows:

YES: Delegates Herman T. Guerrero, Jesus Mafnas, Felicidad Ogumoro,
Karl Reyes, Joaguin Tenorio, Francisco Tomokane, William Torres,
and Ignacio Villanueva. (8 votes)

NO: Delegates Vicente Calvo, David Cing, Rita Inos, Esteven King,
Juan Lizama, and William Nabors. (6 votes)

ABSTAIN: Delegates Paul Manglona, James Mendiola, and Aniceto Mundo.
(3 votes)

ABSENT: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, Benusto Kaipat,
David Igitol, Luis Limes, Maria Pangelinan and Ramon Villagomez.
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And the motion was carried.

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 8 affirmative votes, I have & nega
tive votes, I have 3 abstentions and 7 absences.

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 65 passed by 1l votes.

Delegate Calyo: Mr. President, can I hear again the tally of the votes,
please?

Secretary Nabors: I have 8 affirmative votes, I have 6 negative votes, I
have 3 abstentions and 7 absentees.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, Delegate Igitol is at the kitchen. Can we
ask the indulgence of the members to...?

President H. Guerrero: Can you call him? Sergeant-at-Arms,. can you call

him? Delegate Igitol, we're voting on Committee Reccmmendation No. 65, as
amended by Delegate Torres. Can you tell us your vote?

Delegate Igitol: Can the Secretary read the amendment?

At this point, Secretary Nabors called on Delegate Igitol and he
dnswered "abstain".

-

Secretary Nabors: So I have 8 affirmatives, 6 negatives, 4 abstentions anc
6 absentees.

President H. Guerrero: Therefore, Committee Recommendation No. 65 is passe
by 12 votes. Can we take the other one?

Delegate King: Privilege, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: State your privilege.

Delegate King: I would like to say my observation concerning this issue.
seems that everytime when delegates from Tinian and Rota raised their hand:s
to state out their concern, it's being ignored. I want the President to si
this kind of attitude, not to ignore the delegates from Tinian and Saipan

when there is good to rebuttal concerning such matter or issue. 'I'm sick
tired.of this.

<

Secretary Nabors: Committee Recommendation No. 51.

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 51 was moved by Deleg.
Torres. We need to vote on this one.

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, should I give my reason as to why?

President H. Guerrero: No, because you moved the last time, so we need to
vote on thils. ‘

Delegate Ogumoro: Mr, President, perhaps it would help the delegates if
Delegate Torres would let us know what his reasons are for having that pro
posal be reconsidered so that those of us who do not know what he has in m
would be able to be guided by his statement.
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Delegate Torres: Yes, if I may, Mr. President.

Delegate Villanueva: No objection.

President H. Guerrero: Go on, Delegate Torres.

Delegate Torres: It's a very simple reason. Actually, this is a joint
reconsideration with Delegate Igitol. Delegate Igitol and I are concerned
that there is no term of office set for the trustees and it's kind of ironic
that we are setting a term of the office for the MPLC and not the MPLT,
since MPLT is responsible for a huge vast sum of money. Of course, in the
first ten years perhaps we shouldn't be alarmed or shouldn't be concerned
because everything will be safe. But after the initial ten years, it's goir
to be an open season, so to speak, that is if they could invest in non-U.S.
bonds. So that motivated us to ask for reconsideration. On top of that, we
would like these five trustees to submit annual financial report of their’
affairs so that there is no conflict of interest. And we consulted with the
AG on the language for the financial affairs that this shall be submitted -
annually to the Presiding Officers of the Legislature and the Governor on
their financial affairs. So that if should there be any conflict of intere:
it will be easily detected. And we also provided for a staggered term of
office -~ a maximum term of six years; unstaggered for two trustees to serv:
for six years and three to serve for four years. We believe that this will
insure continuity and this would also at the same time insure that those wh
are appointed trustees don't have the impression or the idea that they are-
there forever, that they are being checked and will be checked by the Legis
lature and_ the Governor periodically such as on an annual basis. That's
really the only motivation, to insure that our money, the public money is
invested carefully by the trustees. We're maintaining the five trustees, a
amended by Delegate Villagomez. We're just adding a term of office and dis
closure of information. That's all.

President H. Guerrero: Let's vote.

The motion to reconsider Committee Recommendation No. 51 was carried b
a raising of hands vote of 11 for the motion. The rest abstained. ‘

President H. Guerrero: It looks like a majority, so Committee Recommendati
No. 51 1s now open for discussions. Yes, Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: I move that Committee Recommendation 51 be adopted, as
amended, and we passed out the amended version.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to amend Committee
Recommendation No. 51. .

Delegate Manglona: I move to end debate.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

The motion to adopt the amendment offered by Delegate Torres was carri
by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: Is this substituting the entire recommendation?
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Secretary Nabors: No.

President H. Guerrero: We just voted on the amendment.

Secretary Nabors: Right.. ‘

President H.. Guerrero: We're back to the main motion.

Delegate-Mafnas: We're still in order.

President H. Guerrero: Still in order? We'll go back to the main motion?
Delegate Mafnas: Yes.
President H. Guerrero: We just voted to accept the amendment. Now we're

voting on the amendment. . Coe

Secretary Nabors: We're voting on 51, as amended.

President H. Guerrero: Secretary Nabors, can you take the roll call?

. Secretafy Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee
Recommendation No. 51, as amended, was voted on as follows:

YES: -Delegates David Cing, Herman T. Guerrero, David Igitol, Rita Ino:
Jesus Mafnas, Juan Lizama, Paul Manglona, James Mendiola, Anicet:¢
Mundo, William Nabors, Felicidad Ogumoro, Karl Reyes, Joaguin
Tenorio, Francisco Tomokane, William Torres and Ignacio Villanue:

(16 votes)
ABSTAIN: Delegates Vincent Calvo and Esteven King. (2 votes)
ABSENT: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, Benusto Kaipat,

Luis Limes, Maria-Pangelinan and Ramon Villagomez.

et

And the motion was carried.

Secretary Nabors: Mr, President, I have 16 affirmative votes, I have zero
negative vote, I have 2 abstentions and 5 absences.

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 51 is adopted by 18
votes. Would the mover for Committee Recommendation No. 16 please explain,
give your rationale for calling it up? Didn't somebody move to recall this

Floor Ledder Lizama: I move that this will be deferred, Mr. President.
Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

" President H. Guerrero: Who moved this?

Floor Leader Lizama: I don't know.

President H. Guerrero: Can we vote?

Floor Leader Lizama: Yes.

The motion to defer Committee Recommendation No. 16 was carried by vo:
vote.
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President H. Guerrero: We'll move on to Committee Recommendation No. 40.
Would the mover of this explain your rationale?

Delegate Ogumoro: I would like that we defer the consideration of this pro
posal. I would like to ask that we defer until further. Am I still in ord
or would that necessitate another two days for reconsideration?

President H. Guerrero: Will the Parliamentarian give guidance to the
President? She moved two days ago to recall Committee Recommendation No. 4

She is asking for deferment. The question is, what should be the ruling of
the Chair?

Delegate Reyes: I think that cannot be done, Mr. President.

Delegate Ogumoro: Under what rule?

Delegate Reyes: When you call for reconsideration, it has to be for two de
for its preparation so that it comes out on that given date. - .

Delegate Ogﬁmoro: I'm not asking for deferment to the next day. 1It's for
this same day but because they are typing the amendment. It's not ready.

Delegate Reyes: That's completely different then.

Delegate Ogumoro: If I am in order, Mr. President, may I ask that we move
to the other proposal and as soon as the amendment is ready to be distribui
that we come back and reconsider that?

President H. Guerrero: If there is no objection, we'll move on to 20. Wo:
the mover of Committee Recommendation No. 20 please give your rationale?

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. When this measure was passed
originally, we inadvertently neglected to strike out a crucial provision. '
provision that a spouse may not inherit land if the owner has children abl:
to own land in the CNMI poses a number of problems. First, it restricts t!
right of the land owner to determine how his assets shall be distributed a:
his heirs by the making of a will. Secondly, it descriminates against a n
Northern Mariana Islands descent spouse who has been married 10, 20, 30, o
even forty years, raised a family, helped with the spouse's career and wor
to build up the family assets in favor of a possibly an opportunist spouse
who never had any children and may have been married only a few years prio
to death. Thirdly, it discourages mixed-marriages couples from having
children. Concern is being raised about the convenient marriages and
opportunist spouses. It seems that we must defer to the judgment of the 1
owner. Only the person who marries a person of non-Northern Marianas desc
can truly judge whether the marriage is a convenient marriage or whether t
wife or the husband is an opportunist. The land owner can always make a w
‘and thereby prevent the spouse from inheriting any land. Further, if ther
is a problem with convenient marriages, the opportunistic spouse where the
land owner fails to make a will, the Legislature could deal with it by its
probate law. Land goes to the children of the Northern Marianas descent
before it goes to a spouse who is not of Northern Marianas descent. Such
statute would be in conformance with the non-alienation provisions of the
Covenant and the Constitution. The argument that this provision would hel
reduce conflicts between spouse and children of the deceased has little me
Conflicts between heirs often occurs regardless of descent, especially in
absence of a will. Furthermore, this provision could actually work to
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separate children frcm the mother or father at this time when they are
deprived of one parent by death. The spouse could be deprived of a means of
support and forced to return to their country of origin. Complicated probat
cases could result when there is a will leaving land in the spouse disquali-
fied by this provision. Such a constitutional provision would deprive the
spouse of inheritance intended for him or her resulting in the need to adjus
the distribution of the assets. This would be even more complicated in the
case of spouses who've already inherited land under existing constitutional
provision. That is the reason why I believe that we ought to reconsider thi

matter to deal with this question of spouse who is not a person of Northern
Marianas descent. Thank you.

The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 20 was carried by a
raising of hands vote of 6 for and 5 against the motion. The rest abstaginec

President H. Guerrero: Motion is carried to reconsider it. -Yes, Delegate
Igitol? :

Delegate Igitol: Since we are calling for reconsideration, have you asked
those that did not vote to identify their votes?

President H. Guerrero: Excuse me, Basically since those are the only peop
that raised their hands, the prevailing gets the abstention.

Delegate Tomokane: Point of information, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Yes.

Delegate Tomokane: In reconsidering recommendations, did we suspend the
applicable provisions of the rules because I believe you require two-thirds

President H. Guerrero: We do not require two-thirds; we just require a

majority. According to subsection (c) of Rule 51, it requires a majority o
the members for reconsideration.

- Delegate Tomokane: Simple majority? ' o

President H. Guerrero: It says: "A motion to reconsider in Convention may
not.be called up until the second session day after it is moved and shall

require an affirmative vote of a majority of the delegates to the Conventic
Do you have any objections? Delegate Tomokane, did I answer your gquestion:?

Delegate Tomokane: Yes.

President H. Guerrero: So Committee Recommendation No. 20 is up for recon-
sideration now. Delegate Lizama?

Floor Leader Lizama: Having heard Delegate Nabors stated the reasons for
recall of this committee recommendation, I would like now to make an amend
ment. And the amendment that I'm going to offer, I have passed out copies
the amendment. Basically, the amendment is calling for the going back to
existing provision of the Constitution. That is to say that transfer to a
spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this section, period. A
this would eliminate the other language of this sentence. It would elimin
under the adopted committee recommendation, if the owner dies without issu
or with issue not eligible to own land in the Northern Mariana Islands. T
offered amendment would strike that portion.
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Delegate Nabors: Mr. President, could I ask for Jjust two minutes recess?

There being no objection, President Guerrero declared the Convention
recessed at 5:54 p.m.

RECESS
The Convention reconvened at 6:19 p.m.

(At ‘this point, Delegate Calvo took over the Chair.)

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: The session is now called to order. Yes,
Delegate Bill Nabors? )

Delegate Nabors: Mr. President, I'd like to move that we suspend the con- '
sideration of Committee Recommendation No. 20 until later in,the calendar. :

Delegate Torres seconded the motion.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: There's a motion on the floor to defer....

Floor Leader Lizama: I object, Mr. President.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: State yoﬁr objection.

Floor Leader Lizama: What is the reason for suspending it?

Delegate Nabors: There are few delegates who need additional clarification
and I don't think it's fair to rush them in seeking that clarification in
order to get an honest vote.

Floor Leader Lizama: Okay, then, in that case the motion for reconsideratic
will be deferred. My motion to make the amendment will be withdrawn.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Okay, so6 be it.

BE18GaLE 4G1bGh: Mis FIeS4G8ALT

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Before I recognize Delegate Igitol, there's
a motion on the floor with regards to reconsideration or defer reconsidera-
tion of Committee Recommendation No. 20. Are we still in order? 1Is there
any discussion on that motion? 1If there is none, is there any objection fo
that motion? Okay. Yes, Delegate Igitol?

Delegate Igitol: 1In regards to Delegate Bill Nabors saying that on behalf
of the two delegates that they need additional clarification, it is only fa.

if whoever is going to explain this will explain it right here in front of
us. '

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Are you through, Delegate Igitol?

Delegate Igitol: Yes, sir.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Okay, Delegate Lizama?

Floor Leader Lizama: Since there has been a request to allow us more time
that everyone would understand the ramification of the..
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Delegate Nabors: Point of information. I don't know, I guess we need a

point of order. There was no objection to the motion for reconsideration a
I can assure my colleagues that when the explanatory matter is made, everyo

will have the benefit of it. But could we now move on to the other matter
the agenda?

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Yes, without any delay; but let me recogni

first Delegate Ogumoro.

Delegate Ogﬁmoro: If there is no objection from the floor, I would like th

we now place for consideration Committee Recommendation No. 57, since it 1is
now ready.

Delegate Nabors: Objection.

Delegate Torres: .Mr. President, I can assure Delegaté Ogumoro that this wi
be passed, but could she give us a little more chance to work on this? Thi
I think, will go through but just give us a chance to.... C

Delegate Nabors: ©No ﬁroblem; the request is granted.

Delegate Cing: Why don't you give Delegate Torres more chance to castigate
us on this?

Delegate Torres: No, I'm not going to castigate it; I assure you that. I.
think we have scrutinized it enough.

(At this point, President Guerrero took over the Chair.)

Delegate Ogumoro: No, we are not afraid of being castigated but we want tc

have it considered right now.

Delegate Torres: So if the chance is granted, would you....

Delegate Mendiola: Point of order.

President H. Guerrero: State your point, Delegate Mendiola.

Delegate Mendiola: Will you have some orders on the floor?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors?

Delegéte Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. The next item on the agenda is

Committee Recommendation No. 35. On behalf of myself and my other colleagu
as a mover of the motion -- Oh, excuse me. My colleague and I move to

reconsider both 27 and 35. After further consideration and consultation, i
is our wishe that both requests be withdrawn.

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

‘Delegate Ogumoro: If I may, may I just know why we are scratching that frc

the agenda, Committee Recommendation No. 2772

Delegate Nabors: The power of compromise.

President H. Guerrero: So Committee Recommendation Nos. 35 and 27 are wit}l

drawn. State for the record that they have been withdrawn. So we're now w
Committee Recommendation No. 26.
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gate Mendiola: Mr. President, could you make that clear that the commit-
recommendations for reconsiderations are withdrawn?

sident H. Guerrero:; Committee Recommendation Nos. 35 and 27 for reconsi-
ations have been withdrawn. ‘

-

(At this point, Delegate Calvo took over the Chair.)

. Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 26 in its entirety,
follows: '

"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 26

“A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

0 delete Article V in its entirety and to add a new Section 20 and Section
» @Qf Article III of the Northern Marianas Constitution relating to Resident
:presentative t0 the United States of America.

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth
»f the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4=30, the
lonstitution of the Commonwealth of the Nerthern Mariana Islands is amended
to0 read as follows:

"Effective upon ratification, Article V of the Northern Marianas Constitution
is hereby deleted in its entirety and a new Sections 20 and 21 are hereby
adcded to Article III to read:

"'Section 20. Resident Representative to the United States. A resident
representative to the United States shall be appointed by the Governor for a
period of four (4) years to represent the Commonwealth in the United States
and to perform those related duties provided by law with the advice and con-
sent of the Legislature. The Governor shall provide a certification of the

appecintment upon confirmation by the Legislature to the United States Depart-
ment of State. . -

T "!'(a). BAnnual Report. The resident representative shall submit a
written report by the second Monday of January of each year to the governor
and legislature on the resident representative's official activities during
the preceding year and matters requiring the attention of the government or
people of the Commonwealth.

"'{b). Compensation. The resident representative shall receive an
annual salary and reasonable allowance for expenses provided by law. The
salary may not be changed during a term of office.

"'{c). Vacancy. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the
resident representative to the United States, the governor shall appoint a
successor with the advice and consent of the legislature.

"'(d). Removal. The resident representative may be removed only
for cause and by the affirmative vote of simple majority of the members of
each house of the legislature.'"

"!Section 21. Election of Resident Representative to the United States

R
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If the Northern Marianas is given a non-voting delegate status in the
Congress of the United States, the resident representative shall be electec
for a term of two years.'"

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Do I hear any adoption for the reconsider:
tion of this committee recommendation? Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Memdiola: Did the Secretary read the substitute amendment?

Delegate” Nabors: I don't know what I'm reading.

i Delegate Mafras: He was reading Committee Recommendation 26.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Yes, that is correct. I think he should

read the substitute until somebody appropriately put that out on the floor
Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: Ac¢ting President, I would like to move for the adoptio
! of the Substitute Committee Recommendation No. 26.

Delegate Nabors: DPoint of order.

| Delegate Mafnas: That's true.

.

Acting Presiding Qfficer Lalva: VYes, state your orger.

Delegate Nabors: We have to have a motion to adopt Committee Recommendati
26 first.

Belegate Mafrza: T s mave.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

The motion to reconsider Committee Recommendation No. 26 was carried
veice vote.

o

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: We have now Committee Recommendation No.
before us to be reconsidered. Yes, Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: I'd like to move to amend Committee Recommendation No
with the substitute amendment.

v

Delegate Mafnas: Privilege.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: .State your privilege, Delegate Mafnas.

Delegate Mafnas: To avoid any accusation to the distinguished delegafe o

possible conflict of interest, I wish to take this opportunity to introdu
the amendment.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: So ordered.

Delegate Mendiola: Thank you, Delegate Mafnas.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Go ahead.
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Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I move for the adoption of the Committee
Substitute on Committee Recommendation 26. Copies were passed out in adv

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: We have a motion on the floor to conside
the substitute of Committee Recommendation No. 26. Do we have any discus
on that amendment? Yes, Delegate Mafnas?

-

Delegate Mafnas: I reviewed the Committee Substitute for about three hou
and I found it to be in order. And in the interest of time, I mcve for t
previous question.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Well, it doesn't look like anybody wishe
talk, so it's in order. We have a motion to end debate now on the subjec
reconsideration of the Substitute Committee Recommendation No. 26.

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt the Substi
Committee Recommendation No. 26 on Second and Final Reading was voted on
18 affirmative votes. Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar,

Benusto Kaipat, Luis Limes, Maria Pangelinan and Ramon Villagomez were ab
.And the motion was carried.

Delegate Nabors: Mr. President, I have 18 affirmative votes, I have no n
tive vote," I have no abstention, but I have 6 absentees.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Excuse me. Am I correct that you don't
any - abstentions?

Delegate Nabors: That's correct, no abstention.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Okay, Committee Recommendation No. 26, a

substituted, is passed on Second and Final Reading. Secretary Nabors, ca
we have Committee Recommendation No. 427

Delegate Nabors: Committee Recommendation No. 42 -- that was noticed by
Delegate Ogumoro. )

Acéing Presiding Officer Calvo: Yes, Delegate Ogumoro?

Delegate Ogumoro: At this point, I would like that I ask for the consens

of the membership or the delegates that we defer action or suspend action
this.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Is there any objection on the request of
Delegate Ogumoro?

. Delegate Nabors: Objection.

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Go ahead. Yes, Mr. President?

Delegate H. Guerrero: We can vote in terms of whether we can consider th
or not. It just need a majority vote.

Delegate Villanueva: Do we have to vote?
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Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: The requestor hag indicated her position
that sne would like O have that Qgig;;ag‘

Delegate Mafnas: I object, Mr. President, to deferring it. Let's vote 1ii

we want to reconsider it.” We spent six hours or four hours debating, now
are going to suspend 1it?

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: Okay, let me recognize now the consensus
the leadership. Let me see by a show of hands. Do we have enough delegat
wish to see that this be reconsidered--Committee Recommendation No. 42?

Delegate Ogumoro: May I note for the record? Wwhen this was discussed fo:
reconsideration, it was discussed with members of the Committee on Financs
and Other Matters. Unfortunately some of those members are not here that
wanted to have this reconsidered so that we can go back to the language k!
the Committee on Finance and Other Matters recommended. So either we take
action and just vote that we do not reconsider this, or we ask for deferme

Acting Presiding Officer Calvo: So that's exactly what I was trying to ge
across. Do we want to have this reconsidered? If you do want to have thi
reconsidered, please state by putting your right hand up.

The motion to reconsider Committee ﬁecommendation No. 42 was defeated
by a raising of hands vote of one for and four against the motian. The r¢

{ abstained., -
I}J: tj—x;‘.s po;!_nt.. éresident Guerraera took oveaexr ehe Chasdix b
Presitdent H. Guerraexro: Thereforxe, Cornrni&;tee I‘Recomendation M. 42 <cannoto
| Comsigered., Would any of the mombore shjast if we take 572

Delegate INoOs: Objection. Can we take up 417

President H. Guerrero: Okay. Would the mover of Committee Recommendatior
please give your raticnale for it? o

x

Delegate Inos: I ask the unanimous consent of this body to please reconsi

Committee Recommendation No. 41 as you probably have the floor amendment t
be considered.

President H. Guerrero: Does everybody has a copy? Is everybody ready to
vote?

The motion to recall Committee Recommendation No. 41 was carried by a
raising of hands vote of 11 for the motion. The rest abstained.

President H, Guerrero: Motion carried to consider it and it's now on the
‘floor. Delegate Manglona?

Delegate Manglona: Mr. President, I believe everyone has a copy of page 6
Committee Recommendation No. 41 as we propose to amend the page 6 of that
recommendation. The only addition that we would have is the one sentence
that starts on line 13 to read as follows: "In furtherance of this sectio
the Mayor shall have the responsibility for insuring that the Resident Pep
ment Beads faithfully execute their duties under the law and in accorgdance

with the policies of the Commonwealth Government for the administration of
publie perviecee in #heée islands in which the Mayor has been elected.” This
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will only clarify Section 9(a), especially on line 8 where the line which :
deemed appropriate. We feel this will help us clarify that phrase. The or
minor other change here is on line 20, to be consistent with the Constituti
wherein a Department Head was supposedly to head, where the Department Dire
tor is to head the department, likewise the Resident Department Head will }

the Resident Department. This is just a minor change to be consistent. T!
you.

Delegate King seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Discussions?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I have no strong objection to this. Obvic
ly, the Resident Department Head should be the head or else it won't exist
So that’'s not significant. I want the record to show that the Representat:
of the Personnel QOfficer is not a Resident Department Head. "He is a repre:
tative of the Personnel Officer. I would vote in favor of the Committee D:
1l on Committee Recommendation 41.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama?

Delegate Lizama: Mr. President, I would also not oppose to this amendment
I don't think it does any =-- it doesn't enhance the Section 9(a) and it al.
does not diminish the wvalue of Section 9(a). '

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: While I do not have strong objection to this, I just wan
the record to show that with the addition of this subsection, the role of
Municipal Council will be considerably diminished. Also, while I have now
strong objection to it, I want the record to show for historical purpose t
convey my concern that the addition of this subsection would necessarily b
reflected in the overall budget for the Local Government. I anticipate a
significant increase in the budget for the Local Government. And I am hop
that the respective municipality will take this into account and will act
appropriately and seek ways to become accountable for this. Thank you.

Delegate Mendiola: I move to end debate.

Delegate Lizama seconded the motion.

Delegate Mafnas: One question please. On line 22, the words "budget call
what's that? What is a budget called?

Delegate Manglona: May I ask that question to you, Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Budget called, I don't know. Does it mean the budget
instructions or budget call? What's the original language in the recommen
tion because this was never part of the language? Not called. It should
budget c¢all, c-a-1-1, or budget instructions.

Delegate Manglona: I think that is a typographical error.

Delegate Mafnas: May I then amend, Mr. President, to delete the word "cal
and insert the word "instructions"?

Delegate Tenorio: No objection.

I SV
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Tenorio: I'm reading page 6, line 20, Section 10 of the origyinal
@ recommendation and they don't seem to be the same.

1t H. Guerrero: Excuse me. There is under the amendment by Delegate
wez on page 3 of this prooosed amendment, No. 31, which says, on page
21, after the word "services", insert the followlng sentence to read:

dent Department Head shall submlt a budget to the Mayor, pursuant to
‘get code.”

e Mafnas: It should have been call, c-a-1-1. I amended it to
uctions”.

ite Manglona: Can you explain what budget instructions 1is?

ate Mafnas: It tells you how to prepare budget and it orovides far
t codes and the allocations and things like that. It's a procedure. I
for the previous gquestion, Mr. President.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

ident H. Guerrero: We're now voting on Committee Recommendation No. 41,
.mended.

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee
ommendation No. 41, as amended, on Second and Final Reading was voted on
18 affirmative votes. Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar,

wusto Kaipat, Luis Limes, Maria Pangelinan and Ramon Vlllacomez were absent.
1l the motion was carried.

cretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 18 affirmative votes, I have no
«gative vote, I have no abstention, but I have 6 delegates who are absent.

-

resident H. Guerrero: Excuse me, can you give me those votes again?

ecretary Nabors: Yes. I have 18 affirmative votes, zero "no" vote,
.bstention and 6 absentees.

2ero

>resident H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 41, as amended, passes
oy 18 votes. Can 1 just explain something? The Chair inadvertently left out
19 and 58 for considerations. I apologize. I was the one that typed out the
Order of Business and I thought I include them and somebody brought to my
attention that both of them are not in. Yes, Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: May I ask the indulgence of the members to take up now
Committee Recommendation 66 since it's not very controversial?

Delegate Nabors: No objection.

President H. Guerrero: If there's no cbjection, with the condition that after
66 we will take up 57. '

Delegate Villanueva: No objection.

President H. Guerrero: Secretary Nabors, can you read Committee Recommenda-
tion No. 667

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 66 in its entirety, ¢
follows:

- f—— voes smmm . ammeas
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"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO.
"A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

"To add new Section 1l{a) and (b) to proposed Article on Civil Service
relating to the Retirement System.

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:
"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwe
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the

Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amend
as follows:

"I. Effective upon ratification, a new Section 1l(a) and (b) is hereby ad
to the proposed Article on Civil Service to read as follows:

"!'Section 1. Retirement System.

"a) Membership in employee retirement system of the Commonweal
shall constitute a contractual relationship. Accrued benefits. of this sy
shall neigher be diminished nor impaired.

{ ' "b) An employee who has acquired not less than twenty years of
creditable service under the Commonwealth retirement system shall be cred
an additional five years and shall be eligible to retire.'"

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Yes.

Delegate Mafnas: The next line is the amendment. So, may I move for the
adoption of Committee Recommendation No. 667?

Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt Committee

Recommendation No. 66 for Second and Final Reading. Discussions? Delega
Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I would like to move to amend the Commit
Recommendation 66 and the amendment had been handed out. On line 11, str
out, please, the close quotation and it should read as follows: "An empl
who elects to retire under this provision may not be re-employed by CNMI

Government or any of its instrumentalities or agencies for more than 60 d

in any fiscal year without losing his retirement benefits for the remaind
of that fiscal year.".

Delegate Villanueva seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to amend Committee
Recommendation No. 66 offered by Delegate Mafnas. Discussions? Delegate
Reyes?

Delegate Reyes: Just a question here. 1Is this 60 days to mean calendar -

- — e ——- s mem o mae s 4 e A —————— .
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Delegate Mafnas: Sixty calendar days because the employee may have to work
on Sundays. So, yes; to clarify it, insert "calendar", please. I so move.

Delegate Villanueva seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate King?

Delegate King:- Thank you, Mr. President. I just like to ask a question to
Delegate Mafnas. I was thinking about the existing retirees. What will

happen to those people that are getting now 20 years retirement benefits? Ar
they going to fall under this section?

Delegate Mafnas: No. They will not be covered. This will affect only thos
who are currently onboard. Those who have retired will_not be affected.

.Delegate King{ Okay. If we are going to adopt this and is ratified by the
people, do you think that most of the employees instead of getting 20-year .
services retirement, everybody will fall under the full retirement of 25 ye:

Delegate Mafnas:"Yes, if it is ratified.

Delegate King:. May I ask how much the government will incur for this cost?

Delegate Mafnas: The government will savefapproxiamtely $5.2 million.

President H. Guerrero: Are you finished, Deleéate King?

Delegate King: Yes.

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize Delegate Lizama.

Floor Leader Lizama: Mr. President, just for purpose of clarification. As
read the Section (b), there may be some oversight. I don't know whether th
is an oversight or what but I'm just wondering whether this is crediting fi
years of services. Would this be =-- I wasn't so sure when this was deliber
and I just want to make sure that we are not doing something on an oversigh
situation. Delegate Mafnas, is this going to be perpetual, or did we discu
anything on time period that this thing will be allowed? )

Delegate Mafnas: No, we are not restricting it.

Floor Leader Lizama: So it will be perpetual.

Delegate Mafnas: Yes.

Floor Leader Lizama: If I'm not mistaken, the report that came from the
Consultant or the Economist of the EDLF, is there something in there that
reflects the impact of this recommendation? If it is perpetual, it's suppc

to be just for five-year period because, if I am not mistaken, the report :
only for a five-year period.

Delegate Mafnas: No, the statement is that everything remains the same.

savings will be $5.2 million. If more employees will retire, more savings
will be realized. So that essentially was the report.

Floor Leader Lizama: I move to end debate, Mr. President.

Delegate XKing seconded the motion.
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President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize first Delegate Tenorio.

Delegate Tenorio: Thank you, Mr. President. This is just for clarificat:
also. May I ask what's the retirement limit and what's the number of yea:
that is the maximum for the full retirement?

Delegate Mafpas: The full retirement is 25.

Delegate-Tenorio: Now, if a person retires at 25, is he going to be affec
by this provision, the amendment?

Delegate Mafnas: 1If the employee has 25 years of creditable service or
qualified service, yes.

Delegate Tenorio: Will he be affected also?

Delegate Mafnas: Yes,

Delegate Tenorio: Thank you.

The motion to end debate was carried by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: We are voting now on the amendment.

The motion to adopt the amendment offered by Delegate Mafnas to Comm:
Recommendation No. 66 was carried by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: We are back to Committee Recommendation No. 66, at
amended. Discussions?

Delecate Nabors: I move for the previous question.

-

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: We will be voting now on Committee Recommendation
66, as amended. -

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee
Recommendation No. 66, as amended, on Second and Final Reading was carriec
18 affirmative votes. Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar,
Benusto Kaipat, Luis Limes, Maria Pangelinan and Ramon Villagomez were abs

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 18 affirmative votes, I have nor
tive vote, no abstention and six absences.

President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 66 is passed by unani

vote of all members present. We are now with Committee Recommendation No.
Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: Yes, I just asked the Sarge to check what's delaying the
Xerox.

President H. Guerrero: It's being passed out. While it's being passed, c
you at least read, Secretary Nabors, Committee Recommendation No. 572

Delegate Mafnas: I second to your statement.
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Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 57 in its entiret
follows:

M"COMMITTEE RECOMMEMNDATION NO.

- "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

’

"To amend Article III of the Northern Maianas Constitution regarding Wome
Affairs.

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:
"Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwe

of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the

Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amend
as follows:

"I. Effective upon ratification, Article III is amended to add a new sec
to read: :

"!Section . Special Assistant for Women's Affairs.

"a) There is hereby established an Office of Special Assistant
the Governor for Women's Affairs. The Governor shall appoint a person, w
qualified by virtue of education and experience, to be the Special Assist
The Special Assistant may be removed only for cause.

"b) It is the responsibility and duty of the Special Assistant
establish and implement a policy of affirmative action in the government
private sector to help women to achieve social, political and economic pa:
The Special Assistant shall promote the interests of women, assist agencis
of government and private organizations to plan and implement programs an
services for women, monitor compliance of laws and regulations by governm
agencies and private organizations, organize community education strategi:
regarding the roles of women, and recommend to the governor and the legis
for consideration legislation of benefit to women.

"c) The Special Assistant maybe authorized to hire staff and s!

promulgate rules and regulations in carrying out the responsibilities and
duties.

"d) The Governor shall include in the budget of the executive
branch the fnding necessary to fully implement the provisions of this
Section.'"

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Thank you, Mr. President. I move for the adoption of C¢
mittee Recommendation No. 57 for Second and Final Reading.

Delegate Nabors seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize Delegate Inos.

Delegate Inos: On the committee recommendation, I would like to move to :
on line 11, delete the word "help" and substitute it with “assist" and fu
delete the word "to" after "women" on the same line.
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Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Can I get a clarification? Is that on line 11?

Delegate Inos: On line 11, it will read: ‘“action in the government and f
vate sector to assist women."

[

President H. Guerrero: Excuse me, I'm reading the Education. Is there a
second te the motion?

Delegate Inocs: Yes.

President H. Guerrero: Discussions?

There being no discussion, the motion to adopt the amendment offered
Delegate Inos was carried by voice vote. . :

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: Mr. President, I have an amendment here. I believe this
a fairly good amendment. On line 4, after the word "office", delete "of
Special" and on line 5, "Assistant to the Governor", delete all those word
On line 6, after "person", delete the comma and insert "acceptable to a
chartered women organization and is qualified by virtue of education and
*  experience,. period". And delete "to be the Special Assistant”, on line 7,
| its entirety. Following that, delete the word "Special" and insert the wo
"incumbent". On line 8, delete the word "Assistant". And going further d

I would like to substitute the word "cause" for "malfeasance". On line 9,
again after the words "duty of the", remove or delete "Special" and insert
“"incumbent”. On line 10, remove the word "Assistant". And then on line 1

after the word "sector", put a period and delete everything else. On line
after the word "the", delete the word "Special" and insert "incumbent". O
line 13, remove the word "Assistant". Going down to line 20, Subsection (
again remove the words "Special Assistant" and put the word "incumbent" in
And there's a minor error here, you separate "may"” from "be". On second p
to add a Subsection (e) to read: - "The Office for Women's Affairs shall be
under the supervision of the Director of the Community and Cultural Affair

".Delegate King seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: 1t has been moved and seconded to amend Committee

Recommendation No. 57, as offered by Delegate Torres. Discussions? Deleg
Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Thank you, Mr. President. First question, what would be
position title for the Women's Affairs?

Delegate Torres: Still as stated. Actually the reason that I removed tho
things is unnecessary because the title is Special Assistant for Women's
Affairs. 1It's indicated there already so it's redundant. Just put
"incumbent". The title would still remain "Special Assistant"”.

Delegate Mafnas: Also, the amendment of "the Governor shall appoint a per:
acceptable to a chartered women organization,"” I don't know whether there
any such thing as chartered women organization.

Delegate Torres: The Ladies Association -- I think there is.

-699-
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pPelegate Mafinas: Democrats or Republicans?

Baisagate Tarrae: fath.

PDelegate Mafnac:s Anothoy oonesyn that I have is the removal <lause —- mal
feasance. Mr. President, I was a victim of this particular cause for remo

and it took the court one week and it took me one week of pain, mental fat
for me to prqof that I was not guilty of this charge, malfeasance in publi
office. I would prefer that the same provision "removal only for cause".

prefer the provision "removal for cause". Going back, it says, the Govern
shall appoint a person, then this is going to be placed under the supervis
of the Director of Community and Cultural Affairs. It does not make sense
I am also concerned whether the position will be a Civil Service position.
this the intent for placing it under the Director of Community and Cultura
Affairs? I frankly like the original committee recommendation. It places
importance to the office by placing it within the Governor's Office to be

supervised by our Governor, the Chief Executive of our Government. It pro
pride, attention, and .importance to the office. And this. is something tha
maybe we can say, well, you are wrong and I'm right and I don't want to ar
But by placing it under the Governor's Office or within the Governor's Off
it places importance to the office, recognition to the office, and I reall
like Committee Recommendation 57 as is originally provided by the committe
the Convention. Perhaps I can be convinced if the mover of the floor amen
will try and explain the intent behind this and probably I can be satisfie

Delegate Torres: Okay, Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Are you responding, Delegate Torres?

DBelegate Torres: Yes, I will be responding.

" President H. Guerrero: Please.

Delegate Torres: Okay. To my mind, making the women an adjunct of the
Governor makes it even less important. I think if we are serious enough a
this, it should be institutionalized in a department. This would give it
status than being an adjunct of the Office of the Governor. Of course, it
would make it more salient, make it more visible by saying that it is a
Special Assistant in the Governor's Office, but we have to consider the si
ficance of this office. Putting it as an adjunct would really lessen the
status of this Assistant or the Special Assistant for Women's Affairs. Th
major reason that I place it under the supervision of the Director of Comm
ty and Cultural Affairs is that this incumbent will be less susceptible to
politicization because it is institutionalized already within a department
It will not be subject to the whims of political win. It will be guarante
stability because it is institutionalized in a department. Now, the conce
regarding changing from cause to malfeasance, I cannot really say much abo
this too since I am not really that familiar with legal terminologies of t
But all that I can say is that it makes things more specific. If you say
cause, it could be for any cause. It could be for political cause and it
could be for whatever cause that the person who appointed this incumbent &
appropriate. I think by making it a little bit more specific would give t
incumbent a better view as to how he will behave in the office. I believe
that institutionalizing this Special Assistant for Women's Affairs is what
need and this would give its status. It would give it stability, it would
guaranty its funding and it would lessen politicization for this office to
used for political purposes. I think it is very important to insulate thi
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office from politics. I'm sure it will be used for it. But if we can at
least minimize the influence of politics to insulate it, get it away from
mainstream of politics, all the better I think for the women. On top of t
by being under the supervision of the Cnggqnity and Cultural Affairs, the
women's affairs will have more leverage,in terms of getting more funding ¢
in terms of doing whatever it wishes t& do with local funding as well as
federal funding. It would give it more independence. That is really my ]
for placing it under a department because it would guaranty stability,

insulate it from politics, insure stability and give status to it, and I t
that's what it needs -- status. Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Let me call Delegate Lizama first.

Floor Leader Lizama: Thank you, Mr. President. Since we only have two mc
days to end this Convention, I'm inclined to again use the word "ghost" ar
hope  that we don't come out producing something that would be coming from
ghost. If you look at Article III, Section 15, there's a provision provic
for fifteen executive departments but none of the executive departments we
mentioned in that provision. Now, if we are going to adopt the committee
recommendation and lodge the Special Assistant for Carolinian Affairs intc
Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, in essence what we would be
would be to constitutionalize the Department of Community and Cultural Affec
and I don't think that there is logic to doing that. To do so would be
inconsistent to the already mentioned in Article III, Section 15. So if t
intent is to constitutionalize the Department of Community and Cultural
Affairs, then there is logic. But if not, then there is no logic.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: I was just going to say that but that thing scapes my mi
Mr. President, I cannot agree that by divisionalizing the Office of the
Special Assistant for Carolinian’ Affairs, it will give more status.. A deg
ment than a division by divisionalizing it, it lowers its status. -

E

Delegate Torres: It's not divisionalizing, it's institutionalizing.®.

Delegate Mafnas: Well, it doesn’t matter how you call it but it cannot be
equal to the Department of Community and Cultural Affairs. It has to be 1
than-the Department 0f Community and Cultural Affairs. And the ment line

the division, so it will be a division. 1If it's placed within the Governo
Office, I don't know who will say that it doesn't have a status. It is pa
it will be part of the Governor's Office. If you draw a line, it's right

there; it's next to the Governor's box. So that, to me, will provide more
status. It would indicate the importance of this office since we are putt
it in the Constitution and the funding will definitely be no problem becau
the Governor reprograms and the Special Assistant does not have to go thro
the Director of Community and Cultural Affairs before he or she wants to h
additional funding. She or he just walks into the Governor's Office and s
Mr. Governor, I need $50,000, will you kindly see and try and reprogram X-
thousand for this project. So it really makes the job of the Special Assi
tant a lot easier and more by having it within the Governor's Office., As

as divorcing it from political influence or pressure, if he's appointed by
Governor, then the fact of the matter is that the political pressure is th
or any kind of pressure. The only way to minimize a political pressure wi
be to classify the position of Special Assistant. Again that will be inco
tent with the other positions of Special Assistants in the Governor's Offi
If this office 1s going to be placed under the Department of Community and

e
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‘ultural Affairs, then we should call it Chief for Women's Affairs and not
special Assistant. Again by having the position titled "Chief", it is not or
.t will not be classified, it will be under accepted service contract. So I
lon't want to see ths position lower than the chief. 1I want to see it higher
-han the chief. So, it's very, very difficult to really say, well, we want to
remove politics from it because it is almost next to impossible to do that. So
I move to end debate.

Delegate Torres: Point of information, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: State your point.

Delegate Torres: The logic really behind this is that the Governor's Office

small as it is and we know also from seven years of experience that the Office
of Carolinian Affairs has never been in that office. Sc¢ you know, let's face
the facts. This, and I'm sure of this, may never be in the Governor's Office. |
It may be placed perhaps as far away from the Governor's Office as possible.

Delegate Mafnas: Point of information. I wasn't referring to the location
or its physical location; I was referring to the organizational set up.

Delegate Torres: But if we are talking about accessibility, I believe that
that what gives its status and what that gives it more advantages that it will-
be very accessible to the Governor. I agree-that perhaps they have direct
line. But as again from the experiences of the Carolinian Affairs Office, it
is not really working as intended to be. So I don't know. I thought that I
was elevating the status of the women by doing this, by insulating it from the
political instability and from making sure that they get what they need by
institutionalizing it and not just making it an adjunct of the executive
branch. My assumption was that it would make this office more secured. Thank
you.

President H. Guerrero: Let me call on Delegate Ogumoro.

Delegate Ogumoro: I would yield to Delegate Inos. I thought I saw her hand
up.

e

" President H. Guerrero: Delegate Inos?

Delegaie Inos: Yes, Mr. President,;, I thought you took my name down, but you
forgot.

President H. Guerrero: 1I'm sorry, I apologize, I didn't see your hand.

Delegate Inos: On the amendment, I have a trouble of grasping the concept. YFf
he 1s going to be appointed by the Governor, yet he should be under the
Community and Cultural Affairs Office, I am just trying to envision this per-
son who will be appointed by the Governor and then to have a director who will
be the Community and Cultural Affairs Director. I automatically think that it
is going to be creating a conflict here. I see this office as a very dynamic
office and a person in this office will be looking after all kinds of things
not just rights and interests but many different interests and I see this
person or this office not being tied down with differences other than the
Governor. To add another person aside from the Governor 1is going to be
conflicting with the intent of this particular provision. If, on Section (4},
we say that the Governor shall include in the budget of the executive branch
the funding necessary to fully implement the provisions of this section; we a:
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going to be placing it under the Community and Cultural Affairs then norma
I would assume that it will be in the Community and Cultural Affairs' budg
submitted to the Governor and not necessarily the Women's Affairs Office

working on her or his own budget to submit to the Governor. So putting th
under a particular division or a particular-department is really not helpi

the matter any. It is suppressing the very existence of the particular in
because you gannot be as dynamic as....

Delegate .Torres: Point of information.

Delegate Inos: Go ahead with your information.

Delegate Torres: If you take a broader perspective, it seems like we are
looking at these things very narrowly. Actually the Women's Affairs Offic
would be all the better because not only would the Governor be helping thi
office but the Community and Cultural Affairs Office as well. So I don't:
any conflict here. It is more advantageous for the office because they wi
be getting assistance from two directions on top of the federal assistance
So, don't look at this in a much broader perspective. As far as I am con-
cerned, there's no conflict. It will only help this office grow and prosg

Delegate Inoe: That's whewe I disagree with you, Delegate Torres. I woul
feel suppressed under this condition. I .would feel that I would always ha
to be =-- first of all, I would be listening to two bosses. ©One will be th

Community Affairs Director and the other one will be the Governor.

Delegate Mafnas: If you ever get to the Governor.

Delegate Inos: If I ever get to the Governor, yes. I'm very negative on

And implementing the goals of the office might be a little bit hard under
" particular department.

Delegate Mafnas: I move for the previous question.

Delegate King seconded the motion.

‘ , i~ ;,:
President H. Guerrero: Let me first recognize Delegate Igitol and then De
gate Lizama.

Delegate Igitol: Mr. President, just for curiousity here and maybe Delega
Ogumoro can answer this question. 1It's just a simple question. How would
Carolinian ladies go about this? They have the Carolinian Affairs Office,
if they have any problem, they have to go to that office. And how would t
do it again in going to the Women's Affairs Office? Just a curiousity.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I will assist the delegate.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Ogumoro, would you like to respond to tha
or would you allow Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Ogumoro: I will allow my colleégue to respond.

Delegate Mafnas: Well, if it's women's affairs, they will go to the Women
Affaixrs Office if her problem is regarding women. If her problem is relat
to water problem, power problem and road problem, she will definitely go t
the Executive Assistant for Carolinian Affairs.

Delegate Igitol: What happens to the Precinct Commissioners?
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Delegate Mafnas: Or to the Precinct Commissioners. Thank you for remind
me.
President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama?

Floor Leader Lizama: Yes, thank you, Mr. President. I think maybe I did
give the delegates my point in suggesting that if we are going to lodge t
office into the Department of Community and Cultural Affairs that that wi
make the department a constitutionally created department. Now, the pres
Constitution does not or did not create any department. So maybe what De
Torres is trying to suggest is that this office could be lodged in a deca
ment. But to mention the name of the department in the Constitution woul
and of itself, make that department a constitutionally created department
I think that is the issue here that is very important. ’

Delegate Torres: I agree with you, Delegate Lizama.

Floor Leader Lizama: ©So I hope that that is well understood because we ¢
want to be creating a constitutional department just find out in the end
at a later time that we don't want that department or we want that depart
to be called a different name. So I move for the previous question.

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

1 The motion to adopt the amendment offered by Delegate Torres to Comx
Recommendation No. 57 was defeated by a raising of hands vote of two for
five against the motion. The rest abstained.

President H. Guerrero: We are back to the main motion.

Delegate Mafnas: I move for the previous gquestion.
Delegate Mundo seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: We are voting now on Committee Recommendation No.
as amended. Secretary Nabors, can you take the roll call?

Secretary Nabors called the roll, and the motion to adopt Committee

Recommendation No. 57, as amended, on Second and Final Reading was voted
follows:

YES: Delegates David Cing, Herman T. Guerrero, David Igitol, Rita Ir
Juan Lizama, Jesus Mafnas, James Mendiola, Aniceto Mundo, Felic
Ogumoro, William Nabors and Karl Reyes. (11l votes)

NO: Delegates Vincent Calvo and Esteven King. (2 votes)

ABSTAIN: Delegates William Torres, Joaquin Tenorio, Francisco Tomokane,
and Ignacio Villanueva. (4 votes)

ABSENT: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, Benusto Kaipat
Luis Limes, Paul Manglona, Maria Pangelinan and Ramon Villagome

And the motion was carried.

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 11 affirmative votes, two negati
votes, four abstentions and seven absences.
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President H. Guerrero: Committee Recommendation No. 57 passed by 15 votes.

Delegate Torres: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Yes?

Delegate Torres: If I am in order, I want to serve notice to recall 57.

-’

Delegate Tomokane seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Okay.

Delegate Igitol: Point of information, Mr. President. Yesterdav, you
] announced that the last day is yesterday to recall. :

P President H. Guerrero: No, I thought yesterday was Saturday.

Delegate Igitol: Okay; it's alright.

President H. Guerrero: Tomorrow. Actually we will finish on Monday.

Floor Leader Lizama: I move for recess.

Delegate Nabors: Five minutes recess.

———— - -

Floor Leader Lizama: No, adjourn until tomorrow.

President H. Guerrero: What would be the consensus of the members? Do yo
want to continue?

Delegate Igitol: Mr. President, if we recess andcome back later, most of
wlill not be back.

Delegate Mafnas: I object to that, Mr. President. Either we recess now a
come back tomorrow, or we stay and finish it.

President H. Buerreroc: Can we suspend the Order of the Business and go dos
and entertain the others then? Delegate. Ogumoro?

Delegate Ogumoro: Isn't the Committee Recommendation on Education ready?

President H. Guerrero: It is. Can we take that before we suspend the rul:

to entertain other things? Secretary Nabors, can you read Committee Recom
dation No. 647?

Delegate Mendiola: 1Is the proposed amendment for First Reading?

President H. Guerrero: It's for Second and Final Reading.

Delegate Mafnas: The Secretary, Mr. President, is very tired.

President H. Guerrero: One more and then we go home.

Secretary Nabors read Committee Recommendation No. 64 in its entirety
follows:

"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 6
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“A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

"To repeal Section 13 of Article III, and to amend Article XV relative to
education.

'

"BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

"UJpon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwe:
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Copstitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amende

as follows:

“I. Effactive on the sooond Memday 3% Samcary (988, Pactlon 1Y of Avcicle
ig ¥ODOD og 1 .
repealed.

"I1I. Effective on the second Monday of January 1988, Article. XV is amended
read:

"'ARTICLE XV: EDUCATION

"Section 1. Elementary and Secondary Education.

"a) Every person in the Northern Mariana Islands shall have the
right to free, compulsory and public elementary and secondary education wi
age and educational levels provided by law. The educational .system shall
recognize the distinct and unique cultural heritage and indigenous way of
of the people and shall be committed to provide for the language needs of

people and the preservation of their cultural integrity within a global
community.

"b) Administration cof the public elementary and secondary syste
the Commonwealth shall be the responsibility of a superintendent of educat
appointed by a representative board of education. The board of education
formulate policy and exercise control over the public school system throuc
superintendent. Other matters pertaining to its operations and duties she
provided by law. : .

"c) The board of education shall be composed of seven members,
of whom shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis from the first senatorial
distiict, one of whom shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis from the sec

géhétdfiél &ié'&fic“: {:WO Og_wl'lom gl\all“be eiecteci on a nonpartisan basis
WYEV&ILGR WY GIC YOVCINOL WILD The advice and concant gf &Re samaee. 1t |

one memper appointed by the governor shall pe a woman ang gt «8&sS& GRE reEnR
shall be a person of Carolinian descent. Elected members of the board of
education shall serve a term of four years commencing on the second Monday
January in the year following the regular general election at which they v
elected. Appointed members of the board of education shall serve a term ¢

current with the term of the governor and shall sit until their successor
appointed and gqualified.

"d) A member of the board of education shall be qualified to wvc¢
in the Commonwealth, at least twenty-five years of age, and a resident anc
domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at least five years immediately precec
the date on which the member takes office. A longer residency and domicil
requirement may be provided by law.

"e) The public elementary and secondary education system shall

T P
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guaranteed an annual budget of not less than fifteen percent of the gener
revenues of the Commonwealth. The budgetary appropriation may not be re-
programmed for other purposes, and any: unencumbered fund balance in a fis
year shall be available for reapproprlatlon

"Section 2. H;gher and Adult Cont;np;;g Education.
e _

"a) The legislature shall establish by law a Northern Marianas
College that shall be headed by a ,president. The president of the colleg
shall be appointed by a representative board of regents. The board of re:
shall be appointed to staggered terms by the governor and shall formulate
policy and exercise control over the college through the president. The .
position of the board of regents and other matters pertaining to 1ts
operations and duties shall be provided by law.

"b) The mission of the college shall be to provide the best qu:
and meaningful postsecondary and adult educational opportunities for the
purpose of improving the gquality of life for the individual and for the
Commonwealth as a whole. The college shall be responsible for providing
education in the areas of adult and continuing education, postsecondary ai

adult vocational education and professional development for the people of
Commonwealth.

"c) The college shall be guaranteed an annual budget of not le:
than one percent of the general revenues of the Commonwealth. The budget:
appropriation may not be reprogrammed for other purposes, and any unencuml
fund balance in a fiscal year shall be available for reappropriation.'"

President H. Guerrero: Any motion to adopt Committee Recommendation No. ¢

Floor Leader Lizama: Mr. President, I move.

Delegate King seconded.

President H. Guerrero: It has been moved and seconded to adopt Committee
Recommendation No. 64. Discussions? Delegate Villanueva?

Delegate Villanueva: Question. Can the committee explain why we are elec
some of the Board of Education members, why are we appointing some of then
why are we appointing all the members of the Board of Regents? And what i
the difference between the two boards and the consideration thereof?

President H. Guerrero: Can the committee answer that? Delegate Lizama?

Delegate Lizama: Yes. The committee felt that to assure that there will

a woman representative in the Board of Education and also that there would
a Carolinian descent representative, that this can be better served by the
appointment process rather than by the election process. The committee al
felt that by providing for those two appointments, which I've already men-
tioned, that the Governor can assure also the quality of the Board of Educ
tion. Obviously, the hindsight of this is that the Governor would always

appoint someone that would be most gqualified in these two distinguished se

tors of our community -- the Carolinian sector and the women population
sector.

Delegate Villanueva: Follow up.

- e tme e v 8 Sh . mmem e e e e
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President H. Guerrero: Just a minute. Delegate Ogumoro, would you like
augment?

Delegate Ogumoro: No, not at this time. 1I.think he has answered what De
gate Villanueva's cOnCerns were.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villanueva, do you still have gquestions?

Delegate Villanueva: Yes, one more.

President H. Guerrero: Please.

Delegate Villanueva: I notice that in the Board of Education we are cons
ing a woman of Northern Marianas descent. Are we not concerned about thi
in the Board of Regents? And can the committee explain why we are only c
cerned of the elementary and secondary and not the postsecondary educatio

Delegate Lizama: Yes, Mr. President, if I may answer that.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Lizama?

Delegate Lizama: The committee felt that there is a great difference bet
the Board of Education and the Board of Regents. On the normal situation
Board of Regents is never an elected board. Most institutions of higher

learnings have appointed board members rather than elected board members .
i opposed to Board of Education members. BAnd it was the committee's determ.

thD alSO that lf the Board 0£ Regen'l-_s will requiré election +that this ma:

Sisceurage danf Qenel3 O Tunas to the pigher gREation entity. Nov, e |

the Northern Marianas Community College. And also the higher institution
oftentimes requires expertise that the Board of Education does not neces:
ly require. By this, I mean that the most significant concern of the Boa:
Education is to provide for equitable representation in the peolicy-making
our elementary and secondary education system, and oftentimes the expertii
quulred 2rY8 nat as ﬁféa{: ac the expertise that will be reguired in a higl

educational level. So those are the concerns that were thought out by the
committee. .

Delegate Ogumoro: To add to what the Chairman has provided to the delegat
we do .not need to specify that there will be a representative of the womer

the board o6r a representative of the Carolinians on the board. Public Lav
would take care of that.

Delegate Villanueva: Before I leave the mike, Mr. President....

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Villanueva?

Delegate Villanueva:. I am in opposition with this proposal or this recomn
tion because it discriminates. Because we elect and we appoint into the ¥
of Education and we recognize the women and the Caroclinian and we don't el
and appoint into the Board of Regents. I felt that the committee looked &
the Board of Regents as not as important as the Board of Education. I suc
gested too that kindergarten be included. I don't think they even care at
the very young children. I refuse to entertain or to support a recommends
that discriminates. I like discrimination if you go all the way. But thi
half discrimination; it hurts. Thank you, Mr. President.

President H. Guerrero: Let me recognize Delegate Ogumoro.

e cme—— - e et mmmtem smmm— s o o e
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Delegate Ogumoro: Yes, the only reason why we have to provide faor the Ra.
of Education that there bhe three appointments is just Zo iasure that the
and the Carolinians are represented on the board. We are not surse whethe:
those two categpries or thoBe twWo groups will be represented if we provids
that all of the members would have to be elected. Saaeg the &Rard OfF §aus

widl e apgointed, thae comnmittaa Teelt PRal LTREZE 18 RE &eeld &g g?geifé¢?;

m&ﬂ[iaa Cﬁgﬁ Eﬂaf@ Rgé %i Eé ; ;;;;;, at ieast one woman or at least a pe:

of Carolinian descent on the board. That should be taken care of by Publ:

Law 1-8, and if the proposed amendment that we just passed is adopted or
ratified, that would further protect that interest.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors?

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. We passed a proposed amendmer
earlier calling for the election of all members of the board. I now move
we adopt that amendment, Mr. President.

Delegate Torres seconded the motion.

Delegate Ogumoro: What amendment are you referring to?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors, can you be more clear, please?

Delegate Nabors: Yes, there was an amendment passed out earljier to all tt
delegates calling for Board of Education shall have five members elected :

<
large on a nonpartisan basis as follows: One from the first senatorial di

trict, one from the second senatorial district and three from the third
senatorial district.

Delegate Mafnas: May I be privilege for a copy of the amendment, please?
President, I move for three minutes recess. ‘

Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

There being no objection from the floor, President Guerrero declaread
Convention xeocesged a2t 7:52 p.m. '

RECESS

"The Convention reconvened at 7:56 p.m.

President H. Guerrerc: The session is back to order. The Chair would 1lik
announce that it made a mistake in reference to Committee Recommendation N
65. That Committee Recommendation No. 65 actually failed. We need 14 vot
and we only had 12, so it failed..

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I knew that.

President H. Guerrero: Why didn't you tell me that 65 failed?

Delegate Mafnas: That's on the Legislature's composition.

Delegate Torres: I want to formally request for a recount.

Secreté;y Nabors: On 65, your vote please?

Delegate Torres: Delegate Lizama is not here.
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Delegate Nabors: So we have to verify this tomorrow then.

Delegate Torres: Could be revote tomorrow on that thing?

Delegate Calvo: No, we will verify it only. Okay, let's go onto the othe
matters. ’

President H. Guerrero: Let's continue with the discussions.

Delegate Mafnas: No, you just take it as a fraction therecf:; 18 members,
three-fourths of that would be 13,

Secretary Nabors: 13.5, there are only 13 vorer made.. '

Delegate Mafnas: Yes, soO it’'s one vote lower. )

S
President . Guerrers: Tt is st3il)l off by one vote., so therefore,

geraarad.

Delegate Mafnas: Right.

it is

Delegate Torres: How many does it need to pass?

President H. Guerrero: It needs about 14 votes; you need to round it off.

Delegate Torres: Did you verify the number of people who were here?

President H. Guerrero: There were 18 members present.

There were six nay
four abstentions and eight ayes.

Delegate Torres: I will ask for recall.

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I give notice to recall or reconsider Com
tee Recommendation No. 65.

President H. Guerrero: Your notice has been noted by the Chair. Where ar
Who was offering an amendment or something?
Delegate Nabors: I'm offering an amendment to the ducation reguiring an

election of the board members and I would like to have the opportunity to
deliberate. '

Delegate Mafnas: And 1 also, Mr. President, give notice to recall

-=- no,
never mingd.

Delegate Nabors: O©On behalf of my'colleague, Delegate Lee, and I, we offer

this amendment for your consideration. Colleagues, I have no doubt that a
woman will be elected to represent the island of Tinian on the Board of

Education. I think, too, that a woman will be elected from the island of
I hope that a Carolinian will be elected among the three allocated for the
island of Saipan. But I do not support continuing to make special excepti
and the law for particular groups. I don't think it is healthy and I beli
that we have to either have an appointment or an election, but not both.

President H. Guerrero: Was your motion seconded, Delegate Nabors?

Delegate Torres seconded the motion.

- o — e m———_ . we meem Aemi
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President H. Guerrero: Any other discussions? Delegate Inos?

Delegate Inos: Question on the proposed amendment. On the motion, that t
two highest vote getter will serve for a term of four years and the three
second highest vote getter will serve for a term of two years. I foresee
problem here because instantly the two highest vote getter will always be
Saipan because the population here is larger, nine times.

Delegate Nabors: And they have the largest school population as well.

Delegate Inos: Right.

Delegate Torres: So why not? Well, one way to rectify this problem is tc
just go ahead and allow the first and second senatorial districts to serve
four years. I don't mind that.

Delegate Mafnas: Or make the election, Mr. President, Commonwealth-wide.

Delegate Mendiola: Suggestion?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: How about if we put instead of highest vote getter, dr
slot.

Delegate King seconded.

President H. Guerrero: If there is no objection, Delegate Mendiola is rec
mending that probably they will draw slot. Can you read your amendment,

Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, point of clarification. How can you have
highest? There is only one highest. The highest and the second highest.

Delegate Nabors: That's if by drawing of slot.

Delegate Mafnas: Between the first and the second highest?

Delegate Nabors: All five.

Delegate Mafnas: All five? ©Oh, I see. 0Okay. I have no objection to tha

President H. Guerrero: Can somebody read the language to that effect?

Delegate Mendiola: Delegate Nabors, could you make up this?

President H. Guerrero: Let's recess for about three minutes so you can dr

the language.

There being no objection from the floor, President Guerrerc declared
Convention recessed at 8:03 p.m.

RECESS

The Convention reconvened at 8:05 p.m.

President H. Guerrero: The session is called back to order. Secretary Na

U
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Secretary Nabors: My language is as follows: The sentence "in the third
senatorial district, period" and to strike the following sentence and inse
in lieu thereof the following "The terms of the first members elected sha.
be determined by the drawing of slots with three members serving a term o:
four years and two members serving a term of two years." I'll repeat: "
terms of the, first members elected shall be determined by the drawing of ¢

with three members serving a term of four years and two members serving a
of two years."

Delegate Mafnas seconded the motion.

Delegate Mafnas: I move to end debate.

Secretary Nabors seconded the motion.

The motion to adopt the amendment offered by Delegates Nabors and Toz
was carried by voice vote.

President H. Guerrero: We are back to the original committee recommendati
as amended. Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, I move for the previous question.
Delegate Mendiola seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: We will be voting on this one now. Secretary Nabc

Secretary Nabors called the rall, and the motion to adopt Committee

~ Recommendation No. ¢4, as amended, on 3g¢QRE aR@ Tindl Reading was vored &
" follows:

YES: Delegates Vincent Calvo, David Cing, Herman T. Guerrero, Rita In

Esteven King, Jesus Mafnas, James Mendiola, Aniceto Mundo, Willi
Nabors, Felicidad Ogumoro, Karl Reyes, Joaquin Tenorio, Francisc
Tomokane and William Torres. (14 votes) g

ABSTAIN: Delegate Ignacio Villanueva. (1 vote)
ABSENT: Delegates Lorenzo DL. Guerrero, Alonzo Igisomar, David Igitol,
Benusto Kaipat, Luis Limes, Juan Lizama, Paul Manglona, Maria

Pangelinan and Ramon Villagomez.

And the motion was carried.

Secretary Nabors: Mr. President, I have 14 affirmative votes, I have no
negative vote, I have one abstention and I have nine absences.

President H. Guerrero: Do we have nine absences already?

Secretary Nabors: Nine already. -

Precident H. Guerrero: So Committee Recommendation No. 64 passed by 15 vo

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. Prgsident, polnt of observation.

President B. Buerxrero: Ves.
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Delegate Mafnas: Will you kindly admonish your Floor Leader for leaving 1
He is supposed to keep us in order. §1

&

President H. Guerrero: The Floor Leader asked to be excused. He had an
appointment at eight. I believe a couple of committee recommendations ths
are supposed to be up for recons;deratloqf were deferred, 40 and 20. Do 1
members have any objectlon to considering these tomorrow?

e

Delegate Mafnas: No objection. .Let's go down to 21. Your favorite subje
Mr. President. o

President H. Guerrero: Can we take this up tomorrow? Let's not ruin the
Bishop's....

Delegate Mafnas: Point of information. I think if we were to commlt sin.
tomorrow, then it compounded the punlshment by God.

President H. Guerrero: P01nt of observatlon. We don't want to put the B:
let the Bishop for a lot of praise....

Delegate Inos: Mr. President, can we take this on Tuesday?

Delegate Torres: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: If I'm not out of order, I'd like to....

President H. Guerrero: Can I at least recognize Delegate Mendiola first
because I know what you wanted? Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I think everybody is tired. I don't tt
we are concentrating deeply to our works, so may I move...?

President H. Guerrero: Okay, wait. The Chair would like to take up CommJ
Recommendations 40, 20, 58, 19 and 21 tomorrow.

Delegate Ogumoro: Mr. President, I move that we reconsider Committee Recc
mendation No. 27 tomorrow.

Delegate Mafnas: I second that on behalf of justice.

President H. Guerrero: 1Is there any objection?

Delegate Mendiola: Objection.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Ogumoro, it cannot be considered tomorrow
There is an objection and we need unanimous consent. Are you giving notic

Delegate Ogumoro: Yes, to suspend our Rules to consider this tomorrow.

Delegate Igitol: Question?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Igitol?

Delegate Igitol: 1Is there anything in our Rules that dictates how many ti
we should recall or reconsider an item?
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Delegate Mafnas: Will you kindly admonish your Floor Leader for leaving u
He is supposed to keep us in order.

President H. Guerrero: The Floor Leader asked to be excused. He had an
appointment at eight. I believe a couple of committee recommendations the
are supposed to be up for reconsiderations were deferred, 40 and 20. Do t
members have any objection to considering these tomorrow?

g

Delegate Mafnas: No objection. Let's go down to 21. Your favorite subje
Mr. President.

President H. Guerrerxo: Can we take this up tomorrow? Let's not ruin the
Bishop's...

Delegate Mafnas: Point of information. I think if we were to commit sin
tomorrow, then it compounded the punishment by God.

President H. Guerrero: Point of observation. We don't want to put the Bi
let the Bishop for a lot of praise....

Delegate Inos: Mr. President, can we take this on Tuesday?

Delegate Torres: Mr. President?

President H. Guerrero: Yes, Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: If I'm not out of order, I'd like to....

President H. Guerrero: Can I at least recognize Delegate Mendiola first
because I know what you wanted? Delegate Mendiola?

Delegate Mendiola: Mr. President, I think everybody is tired. I don't th
we are concentrating deeply to our works, so may I move...?

President H. Guerrero: Okay, wait. The Chair would like to take up Commi
Recommendations 40, 20, 58, 19 and 21 tomorrow. -

Delegate Ogumoro: Mr. President, I move that we reconsider Committee Reco
mendation No. 27 tomorrow.

Delegate Mafnas: I second that on behalf of justice.

President H. Guerrero: 1Is there any objection?

Delegate Mendiocla: Objection.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Ogumoro, it cannot be considered tomorrow

There is an objection and we need unanimous consent. Are you giving notic

Delegate Ogumoro: Yes, to suspend our Rules to consider this tomorrow.

Delegate Igitol: Question?

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Igitol?

Delegate Igitol: 1Is there anything in our Rules that dictates how many ti
we should recall or reconsider an item?
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resident H. Guerrero: Delegate Igitol?

elegate Igitol: I have a request, Mr. President. When we are going to take
© the abortion, I'd like to request for secret ballots. And if the subject
s approved tomorrow, I'll ask the media to release it on Tuesday.

'resident H. Guerrero: I don't know what's the procedure for secret ballot.

‘elegate Igitol: I think, Mr. President, it's allowable.

xesident H. Guerrero: I need to check in the Rules of Procedure as well as
the Robert's Rules what it calls for because I honestly don't knhow the answer
at this time.

Delegate Igitol: 1It's.going to be excommunicated.

Delegate Mafnas: Exactly. Are we on Miscellaneous?

President H. Guerrero: Yes.

Delegate Mafnas: I have a concern.

President H. Guerrero: Can I recognize Delegate Torres?

Delegate Mafnas: Yes, I will yield to my junior delegate.

Delegate Torres: Thank you, senior. I don’'t want to be obnoxious but I

really feel that we need to improve 64 further. 8o I'm going to'give notice
to recall it. And on top of that, I would like for a new, glaze proposal to
be placed on the General Orders for tomorrow: "To add a new section to
establish the Office of the Indigenous Affairs in the executive branch." Tharn
you.

President H. Guerrero: Are you suspending the rules to go back to Introduc-
tion of Proposals?

Delegate Torres: If I'm allowed to do that.

.Deleggte Mundo: No objection.

-~

President H. Guerrero: Okay. Are you finished, Delegate Torres?

Delegate Torres: Do I have to formally announce it under Introduction of
Proposals?

President H. Guerrero: Do you want to read the title?

Delegate Torres: Okay. The title is "To add a new section in the Common-
wealth Constitution to create the Office of the Indigenous Affairs in the
executive branch."” Thank you.

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Mafnas? We are back to Miscellaneous.

Delegate Mafnas: Thank you, Mr. President. I cannot help it but to echo r
concern relative to Delegate Manglona. He left the Convention, Mr. Preside
as soon as we reconsidered and approved the amendment to Committee Recommer
tion 41, I hope that he did not wait all day just for that purpose. I thij
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it is unfair for the members to be here suffering and if my observation i
correct, then I am very, very disappointed that I voted for the committee
draft 1 on Committee Recommendation 41. If we are going to suffer, let u
suffer together. That I hope that it was not a selfish interest. Thank

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Nabors?

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. I would like to echo that co
as 1t relates to all of our absences. And I consider it deplorable that
sought the confidence of the public to come cover here and do our best in

interest of the welfare of the Commonwealth. I can understand the situat
with respect to Delegate Villagomez having a death as an immediate family
the other delegates, I can find no sympathy and no excuse and I'm very, v«
disappointed. So I would like the record to show that I echoed the sentir
expressed by colleague, Delegate Mafnas, and I wish to have it applied to
the delegates who are absent. And I hope that we can have a better attent
tomorrow and Monday so that we can complete our work. Those of us who are
from other islands are extremely handicapped. We have children, I have c:
and I don't know whether or not they still exist. The sakki (stealer) ma:
have finished everything. My children, we talked last evening, after the }
service of Tinian was out for three days and they wanted to know whether ¢
not, or why have we abandoned them, not even to call. And it is a great

sacrifice to us. I know it is also a great sacrifice for those of you whe
live on the island. But let's be considerate of others and let's try to

cooperate and finish our work and we can all go home, back to our familie:
Thank you. -

President H. Guerrero: Delegate Tomokame?

Delegate Tomokane: Perhaps, Mr. President, those delegates who are absent
today are writing up more proposals for tomorrow.

/

President H. Guerrero: - I'd would like also to express my disappointment &
despite the fact that the memberc sometimes they asked that this member be
excused. Since the Presiding Officer is the person responsible to the fur
i1f they are not here and doing their business, I'm sorry but I don't want
be auditied later on and say that so and so did not show up. How do I jus
the expenses for that person? So I would suggest that in the future proba
unless the members actually gave valid reasons for being absent, they eith
here-or not. I understand and know Delegate Villagomez why he is not here

some other members, they never let us know. I'm very disappointed. Deleg
Cing?

Delegate Cing: Yes. I just want to add to that, Mr. President. I want t
record to show that I want the Northern Marianas citizens to know that we

continuously dragged ourselves to the end of this Convention are the heroe
the Northern Marianas. Thank you.

(Applause)

President H. Guerrero: Any other miscellaneous business? Delegate King?

Delegate King: Thank you, Mr. President. I think I don't have anything t
say for those people who are absent but I believe they have something to s
to the President. I observed, I think, three times that everytime when an

issue comes to a very heated issue, 1 raised my hand and Yyou jUSt ignored
I hope that you should not take into consideration that because of your Pr
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running for Saipan as a Senator and I cannot vote for Saipan. However, y

should exercise by recognizing the delegates from Tinian and Rota when su
issue is really concerned our islands. Thank you.

Prasident H. Guerrero: Thank you for your concern, Delegate King, but I
honestly didn't see your hand. And if because of that one incildent your «
making a generalization and I did recognize your hand, I mean I noticed y¢
hand at that time but I didn't see that other times and I apologize if I

didn't see it. But I had no intention of not calling you just because my
brother is running for the Senate.

Delegate Mafnas: I believe that, Mr. President.

Delegate Igitol: Me, too.

.

President H. Guerrero: Any other miscellaneous business? If not, we are
Announcements. Delegate Reyes?

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Delegate Reves: On the lighter side, Mr. President, we've been talking ab

our voting rights over here, so I'd like to invite our delegates to go and
vote tomorrow. Thank you. ’

Delegate Inos: Can we vote, too?

President H. Guerrero: I believe there's a primary tomorrow. I was infor)
So 1t might be good to exercise your rights at that time whatever. If we
don't have any more announcements, Delegate Mafnas?

Delegate Mafnas: Mr. President, Delegate Nabors gave your Committee on Gor
mental Institutions a proposal. We will try our best to look at that propc
and see whether we can make an accommodation. If we can do it, then that v
be the last report by your Committee on Governmental Institutions. Otherxr t

that, we have disposed of all proposals and they are now in the file or reec
to be closed.

President H. Guerrero: Can I ask Delegate Mafnas that you inform your chai
man t? provide -- do you have a2 disposition of all the proposals?

Delegate Mafnas: Yes. Within the committee, we have a disposition and we
provide the Convention with the complete disposition of all the proposals.

President H. Guerrero: I would appreciate.

The Chair is ready to entertai
adjournment. Delegate Nabors?

Delegate Nabors: Thank you, Mr. President. 1I'd like to, with the concurre
of my colleagues, move that we adjourn until 9:30 tomorrow morning.

Delegate Cing seconded the motion.

President H. Guerrero: Can I recommend that at least start a little bit 1la
or something because at least those considerations that we kept deferring w

give time to the members to go over them so we don't keep deferring those
matters?

Delegate Nabors: Okay, Mr. President, I'd like to move that we adjourn unt
one tomorrow afternoon.
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Delegate Villanueva seconded the motion.

There being no further discussion, the motion to adjourn was carried
voice vote.

The Convention adjourned at 8:29 p.m. and to reconvene at 1:00 p«m.,
Sunday, July- 21, 1985.

APPROVED:

' %
Herman T. Guerrero, President vildiam B. Naborg Y
Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention SECI tary
Convention . /

. i ————— ] - — s 80 . gun



e «' i . .
(- - J,s!,

Y

2ND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION of the o
SORTHERN MARTAMA 1SLANDS Type vithin the full width and heteht 2! the ylue Sordery withope

margina. Page nuobere should be cancated (n Gox at iorrow,

SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
of the
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
Convention Hall - House of Taga
Saipan, GM 96950
"

a2

SUMMARY "JOURNAL
Saturday, Jg}?J%U, 1985
Thirty-third Day

- The session for the 33rd Day of the Northern Marianas Constitutional

' Convention was called to order at 9:59 a.m., by President Herman T. GBuerrero.
Nineteen (19) members were present; Delegates Villagomez, Pangelinan, Igisomar,.
L Tomokane, and Lorenzo Guerrero were absent. The 32nd Day Summary Journal’ was:,
i adopted by voice vote, as were the-Verbatim dJourndls for the 15th, 1bth, and
%

17th Days.

Tnere were no Gemmunications. There was no Introduotion and Fiest Besddns -

of Referral of Proposals.

At 10:05 a.m., the Cenvention resalved into a Committee af the Whole with
Detegate Juan Ligams %@ chair. The Committee was to consider Committee -
Recommendation (CR) Nos. 57, (Women's Affairs) . 55, (Transitional Matters) 65,
(Composition of the Senate and House of Representatives) and 66, (Civil
Service/Retirement Fund). CR No. 66 was added to the printed agenda. L

At 11:54 a.m., the Committee of the Whole recessed until 2:00 p.m.

At 2:16 p.m., the Committee of the Whole resumed delibertaions.

ARy
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At 3:55 p:m., it was moved and seconded that the Committee rise and report.

{ Chairman Lizama reported the CR No. 57 was adopted as amended, CR No. 55 was -
| withdrawn, CR No. 65 was adopted and CR No. 66 was adopted. The Convention

accepted the report of the committee on a voice vote. There was a brief recess. ...

At 4:16. p.m., the Convention resumed. There were no General Orders of the

Day. There were a total of 17 proposals (3 were added) for Second and Final ~

Reading. L
CR No. 63, (Appropriate Bills) passed on a 17-0 vote with seven .(7) absent;

CR No. 64, (Education) passed, as amended, on a 15-0 vote with nine (9) absent;

CR No. 57, (Women's Affairs) passed on a 15-2 vote with seven (7) absent; CR_

No. 55, (Transitional Affairs) was withdrawn: CR No. 65, (Composition of the '

Senate and House of Representatives) failed on a 12-6 vote with six (6) absent;

CR No. 51, (Marianas Public Land Corporation) was reconsidered and passed, as

M N .
NICTERTF SOt NN

amended on an 18-0 vote with six (6) absent. CR No. 16, (Ratification of &
Amendments) was not reconsidered, and CR No. 40, (Corporations) was deferred. il

CR No. 20, (Acquisition) was deferred; CR Nos. 35 and 27, (Qualifications
of Voters and Citizenship) were both withdrawn from reconsideration. CR No. -
20, (Resident Representative) was reconsidered and a substitute recommendation
passed on a 18-0 vote with six (6) absent. CR No. 42, (Gambling) did not meet
sufficient votes for reconsideration; CR No. 41, (Local Government) was
reconsidered and passed, as amended, 18-0 with six (6) absent. CR No. 66, (Civil

Service/Reitrement System) was passed, as amended, on an 18-0 vote, with six
(6) absent. -
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Delegate Ogumoro moved that CR No, 27, (Citizenship) be reconsidered July
21, 1985.

In Miscellaneous Business, Delegate Villanueva objected to CR No. 27 being
brough up - again, complaining that he was being "mentally molested" by its
opponents. Delegate Igitol inquired about the possibility of a secret ballot
on the abortion issue. Delegate Torres announced he wanted to introduce a new
proposal. Under Suspension of the Rules, Delegate Torres read, for purposes

of Introduction, a proposal "To establish an Office of Indigenous Affairs in
the Executive Branch."

In other Miscellaneous Business, Delegate Mafnas noted that Delegate Manglona
left the session hall after the vote was taken on CR No. 41. Delegate Nabors
criticized the "deplorable" absenteeism at the Convention. Delegate Tomokane
suggested that those -absent might be writing more proposals. President Herman’
Guerrero also said he was disappointed by the absences. Delegate Cing suggested
that those on hand are the '"heroes of the NMI." Delegate King complained that

he had not been called on to speak during the session. President Guerrero
apologized for any problem in recognizing Delegate King.

At 8:32 p.m., it was moved and seconded .to adjourn the Convention until
1:00 p.m., duly 21, 1985. -

Respectfully submitted,

Delegate Wil
Convention cretary




