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REPORT TO Thi CONVENTION BY THE
COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS & NATURAL RESQURCES

Subject: Committee Recommendation No. %0

Your Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources
carefully deliberated on Delegate Proposals Nos. 30-85 and 161-
85. Based on its exhaustive deliberations, the Committee
recommends certain amenc.ents to Article XII, Section 2 of the
Constitution,

The first part of the proposed amendments would permit
acquisition of permanent or long-term interest in land by a
spouse who is not a person of Northern Marianas descent, through
inheritance, only if the owner of the land dies without children,
If the owner dies with children, then his or her lands go to his
or her children and not to alien spouse.

Your Committee considered existing circumstances which the
children and the alien spouse of a CNMI descent have conflicts
over ownership of the deceased father's/mother's lands. The
Committee endorses and supports the intent to protect the land
ownership of Northern Marianas descents over any land ownership
of Non-Northern Marianas descents, such as alien spouses. Where
there is a conflict between the two, the Committee favors the
Northern Marianas descents.

>

The second part of the proposed amendments would extend the
period of time in which a mortgage may hold the permanent or
long-term interest in land acquired by means of a mortgage fore-
closure. The extension would be from 5 years to 10 years beyond
the term of the mortgage.

Your Committee learned that banking institutions are not
entertaining applications for real estate mortgage loans in that
the current restriction does not afford them adequate time to
dispose of any land acquired by foreclosure. As a result, our
citizens lack financial means to develop their lands, build
homes, and obtain maximum benefits from their lands. |In addition,
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your Committee learned that available U.S. Federal real estate mortgage
insurance programs are denied the citizens of the CNMI because of the
current restriction. By adopting the Committee's proposed amendments,
both the bankers and the Federal programs would assist our citizens in
providing funds for insurance protection necessary for land developments.

For the above reasons, your Committee recommends adoption of the
attached proposed amendments.

Respectfully submitted,
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS .
CONSTITUT IONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. c;?

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Section 2 of Artlicle Xl| of the Northern Marianas Constitution
relating to Acquisition.

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIIi of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constltution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constltution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended
to read as follows:

| Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article X[l {s amended to read;
2 ""Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section 1
3 includes acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A

transfer to a spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this

5 section if the owner dies without issue. A transfer to a mortgage hy

6 means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is not an acquisition under this

7 section if the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term

8 interest in real property for more than ten years heyond the term at the
9 mortgage.''
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION,'I985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 20

A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Section 2 of Article XI1 of the Northern Marianas Constitution
‘relating to Acquisition.

- BE 1T ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CQNVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVII| of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. L4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana lIslands is amended

to read as follows:

1 Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XI| is amended to read:
2 "'Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section | includes
3 acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to
4 a spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this section if the owner
5 dies without issue or with issue not eligible to own land in the Northern Mariana
6 Islands. A transfer to a mortgage by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is not
/ an acquisition under this section if the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or
. 8 long-term interest in real property for more than ten years beyond the term
9 of the morgage."
10
i !
12
13
14

15 . ADOPTED, AS AMENDED, BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AND THE CONVENTION ON
JULY 10, 1985. . '
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CONSTITUT1ONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 20
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
To amend Section 2 of Article XI1 of the Northern Marianas Con-~
stitution relating to Acquisition.
BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended
to read as follows:
Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XII is amended to read:
Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section 1 includes
acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to @%4
spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this Section if the owner

dies without issue or with issue not eligible to own land in the Northern

Mariana Islands. A transfer to a mortagagee by means of a foreclosure on gb//

mortgage is not an acquisition under this section 1if the mortgageﬁx is a full service

bank, Federal Agency or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not

hold the permanent or long~term interest in real property for more than ten

years beyond the term of the mortgage."

By the Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Sectlon 2 of Article X1l of the Northern Marianas Constitution relating
to Acquisition.

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonweal th
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended
to read as follows:

I. Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XIl is amended to read:
""Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section |

includes acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means.

A transfer to a spouse or children who are not of Northern Marianas
descent by inheritance i; not an acquisition under this section. If fiHé
BURér dIdg Ultndht I84hé. A transfer to a mortgage by means of a
foreclosure on a mortgage is not an acquisition under this section if
the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term interest in

real property for more than ten years. BEydHd LRE Léri &L LHE Wdrtgddél"

Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources
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SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1985 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NO. 20

ADOPTED, AS AMENDED, BY THE COMMITTEE
OF THE WHOLE ON JULY 10, 1985.
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A PROPG.:D CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Section 2 of Article Xl1 of the Northern Marianas Constitution
relating to Acquisition.

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Artlcle XVII| of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Marlana lIslands Constitution and Public Law Wo. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana islands is amended
to read as follows:

Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XI| is amended to read:

"Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section | includes
acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to
a spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this section if the owner
dies without issue or with issue not eligible to own land in the Northern Mariana
Islands. A transfer to a mortgage by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is not
an acquisition under this section if the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or
long-term interest in real property for more than ten years beyond the term

of the morgage."

COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS AND
NATURAL RESOURCES
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Sectlon 2 of Article XI1 of the Northern Marianas Constitution relating
to Acquislition,

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVill of the Commonweal th
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended
to read as follows:

1 I. Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XI| is amended to read:
2 ""Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section 1

includes acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means.

L A transfer to a spouse or children who are not of Northern Marianas
5 descent by inheritance i; not an acquisition under this section. If fHé
6 dunés didd ILWghr 1484é. A transfer to a mortgage by means of a
7 foreclosure on a mortgage is not an acquisition under this section if
8 the mortgagee does not hold the permanent or long-term interest in
9 real property for more than ten years. BEfdnd Lhé Lérd 41 LHRé WorLfdddeés"
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Section 2 of Article XIl of the Northern Marianas Constitution
relating to Acquisition.

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIQN}

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution
and Public Law No. 4-30, the Constitution of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands is amended as follows:
I. Effective upon ratification,Sectkm 2. Article XI! is amended
to read:
“Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section
1 includes acquisition by sale, lease, gift. inheritance or other
means, A transfer to a spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition
under this Section if the owner dies without issue or with issue
not eligible to own land in the Northern Mariana Islands., A
transfer to a mortgagee by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is
not an acquisition under this section if the mortgagee is a full
service bank, Federal Agency or Governmental entity of the
Commonwealth and does not hold the permanent or long-term interest

in real property for more than ten years beyond the term of the

mortgage."

PASSED SECOND AND FINAL READING, AS AMENDED, ON JULY 18, 1985
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
To amend Section 2 of Article XII of the Northern Marianas Con-
stitution relating to Acquisition.
BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands i1s amended
to read as follows:
Effective upon ratification, Section 2, Article XII is amended to read:
Section 2: Acquisition. The term acquisition used in Section 1 includes
acquisition by sale, lease, gift, inheritance or other means. A transfer to
spouse by inheritance is not an acquisition under this S8ection if the ownsar
dies without issue or with issue not eligible to own land in the Northern

Mariana Islands. A transfer to a mortagagee by means of a foreclosure on a.

mortgage 1s not an acquisition under this section 1if the mortgagegx is a full service

bank, Federal Agency or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not

hold the permanent or long~term interest in real property for more than ten

years beyond the term of the mortgage."

By the Committee on Personal Rights and Natural Resources
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To amend Section 2 of Article XIl of the Northern Marianas Constitution
relating to- Acquisition,

BE IT ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIII of the Commoinweallh
of the Northern Mariana lslands Constitution and Pub!ic Law No. MTBO, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amcnded

as follows:

l. Eff?ctive upon ratification, Section 2, Article X)! is amended to read
"Section 2: Acquisition, The term acquisition used in Section 1

includes acquisition by sale lease, gift, inheritance or other means.
A transfer to a spouse by inheritance Is not an acquislition under this
Section if the owner dies without Issue or with issue not eligible to
own land in the Northern Mariana Islands. A transfer to a mortgagee
by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage is not an acquisition under
this section if the mortgagee is a full seryice bank, Federal Agency
or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not hold the

permanent or long-term interest in real property for more than ten

years beyond the term of the mortgage.'

PASSED SECOND AND FI[NAL READ[NG, AS AMENDED, ON JULY 18? 1985
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A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To am?nd Section 2 of Article X!l of the Northern Marianas Con-titution
relating to. Acquisition,

BE IT.ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:

Upon ratification pursuant to Section 5 of Article XVIiIl of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands Constitution and Public Law No. 4-30, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is amcnded
as follows: -

I. Eff?ctive upon ratification, Section 2, Article X!l is amended to read

¢

""Section Z: Acquisition, The term acquisition used in Section 1
0

~aun_land_in_1he_Nnxxha:n.ﬁanlana_i&égndev A transfer to a mortgagee

by means of a foreclosure on a mortgage I's not an acquisition under

this section If the mortgagee Is a full service bank, Federal Agency
or Governmental entity of the Commonwealth and does not hold the

permanent or long-term interest In real property for more than ten

years beyond the term of the mortgage.'

1

1%

PASSED SECOND AND F[NAL READ[NG' AS AMENDED ON JULY 18, 1985



